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15. SEASCAPE, LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL  

15.1. INTRODUCTION  

1. This chapter of the Offshore Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIA Report) presents the 

assessment of the likely significant effects of the Berwick Bank Wind Farm offshore infrastructure 

(hereafter referred to as “the Proposed Development”) on seascape, landscape and visual receptors. 

Specifically, this seascape, landscape and visual impact assessment (SLVIA) chapter considers both the 

potential impact of the Proposed Development seaward of Mean High Water Springs (MHWS) and onshore 

receptors landward of Mean Low Water Springs (MLWS) during the construction, operation and 

maintenance, and decommissioning phases.  

2. The offshore topic of the SLVIA study area includes the intertidal area. This intertidal area overlaps with 

the onshore topic of the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) (landward of MHWS). 

3. The assessment presented is informed by the following technical chapters:  

• Onshore EIA Report Chapter 6 Onshore Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA);  

• Chapter 16: Cultural Heritage; and 

• Chapter 18 Offshore Socio-Economics and Tourism. 

4. A full methodology for the SLVIA is presented in Appendix 15.1: SLVIA Methodology. 

5. The SLVIA is also supported by plan graphics in Appendix 15.2 (Figure 15.1 to Figure 15.20) and visual 

representations (photomontages) as shown in Appendix 15.2 (Figure 15.21 to Figure 15.75). 

15.2. PURPOSE OF THIS CHAPTER 

6. The primary purpose of the Offshore EIA Report is outlined in Chapter 1. It is intended that the Offshore 

EIA Report will provide the Scottish Ministers, statutory and non-statutory stakeholders with sufficient 

information to determine the likely significant effects of the Proposed Development on the receiving 

environment. 

7. In particular, this SLVIA EIA Report chapter: 

• Presents the existing environmental baseline established from desk studies, site-specific surveys and 

consultation with stakeholders; 

• Identifies any assumptions and limitations encountered in compiling the environmental information;  

• Presents the likely significant environmental effects on seascape, landscape and visual resources arising 

from the Proposed Development, based on the information gathered and the analysis and assessments 

undertaken; and 

• Highlights any necessary mitigation measures which are recommended to prevent, minimise, reduce or 

offset the possible environmental effects of the Proposed Development on seascape, landscape and visual 

receptors. 

15.3. STUDY AREA 

8. The Proposed Development is located offshore in the outer Firth of Forth and Firth of Tay, approximately 

37.8 km east of the Scottish Borders coastline (St Abb’s Head) , 44.8 km from the East Lothian coastline 

(Torness Point), 40.3 km from the Angus coastline (Prail Castle) and 40.9 km from the Fife coastline (Fife 

Ness). Broadly, the SLVIA study area is formed by the outer Firth of Forth and Firth of Tay, and the 

Aberdeenshire, Angus, East Lothian, Scottish Borders and Northumberland coastline between Stonehaven 

in the north and Bamburgh in the south. 

9. The spatial scope of the SLVIA study area is defined as 60 km from the Proposed Development Array Area 

as shown in Figure 15.2 with the indicative Proposed Development wind turbine layout. This distance 

represents the outer limit beyond which significant seascape, landscape and visual effects are unlikely, 

based on professional judgement, guidance, consultations with relevant stakeholders  and review of 

potential impact pathways using the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) (Figure 15.6) and Met Office 

visibility data (Table 15.7).  

10. Seascape, landscape and visual effects of the Proposed Development outside the 60 km radius SLVIA 

study area are scoped out of the SLVIA as they are unlikely to be significant. This is supported by Met 

Office visibility data, which has no visibility recordings beyond 60 km (Table 15.7) and agreement with 

NatureScot, which regards a 60km study area as appropriate for the Proposed Development (Table 15.4). 

15.4. POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT 

11. Policy and legislation on renewable energy infrastructure is presented in Chapter 2 of the Offshore EIA 

Report. Policy and legislation specifically in relation to seascape, landscape and visual amenity, is 

contained in the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act (1949), The Marine and Coastal Access 

Act (2009), Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 and the UK Marine Planning Policy Statement (MPS) (2011). 

Further relevant legislation is contained within EN-1 Overarching NPS for Energy, and EN-3 National Policy 

Statement for Renewable Energy Infrastructure.  

12. Relevant local planning policies are contained within Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2017, East 

Lothian Local Development Plan 2018, Fife Local Development Plan 2017, Scottish Borders Local 

Development Plan 2016 and the Northumberland Draft Local Plan 2019. 

13. A summary of the legislative provisions relevant to seascape, landscape and visual receptors is provided 

in Table 15.1 below, with other relevant policy provisions set out in Table 15.2 and Table 15.3.  

14. All the policy and legislation provided in Table 15.1 and Table 15.2 is also relevant to the intertidal area.  

Table 15.1: Summary of Legislation Relevant to Seascape, Landscape and Visual Receptors 

Summary of Relevant Legislation How and Where Considered in the Offshore EIA 
Report 

National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act (1949) 

National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 provided 
the framework for the establishment of National Parks and Areas 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs). 

Section 5(1) of the National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act 1949 states: 

The provisions of this Part 2 of this Act have effect for the 
purpose of - 

(a) conserving and enhancing the natural beauty, wildlife and 
cultural heritage of the areas specified in the next following 
subsection; and 

(b) promoting opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment 
of the special qualities of those areas by the public. 

The Proposed Development will have potential effects on the 
natural beauty and special qualities of the Northumberland Coast 
AONB. 

Places a duty on public bodies i.e., “relevant authorities” including 
any person holding public office, the local planning authority and 
statutory undertakers to have regard to the purposes for which 
National Parks and AONB are designated. In relation to the 
Northumberland Coast AONB, this includes both (a) conserving 
and enhancing the natural beauty; and (b) promoting 
opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the special 
qualities. 

The effect on the Northumberland Coast AONB is assessed in 
Section 15.11. 

The Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 and Marine and Coastal Access Act (2009) 

Provides the framework for marine planning across the UK.  These aspects of the seascape, landscape and visual resource 
are considered in the assessment of the impacts in Section 15.11. 

 



                                    

 

 

Berwick Bank Wind Farm 2 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

Table 15.2: Summary of National Planning Policy Relevant to Seascape Receptors 

Summary of Relevant Policy Framework How and Where Considered in the Offshore EIA 
Report 

National Planning Framework 3 (NPF3) 

Government, 2014a) is a long-term strategy developed in 2014 
which expresses plans for development and investing in 
infrastructure by the Scottish Government over a 25 year period. 
It includes the following ‘vision’: 

‘A natural, resilient place’: Scotland’s landscapes are spectacular, 
contributing to our quality of life, our national identity and the 
visitor economy. Landscape quality is found across Scotland and 
all landscapes support place-making. National Scenic Areas and 
National Parks attract many visitors and reinforce our 
international image. We also want to continue our strong 
protection for our wildest landscapes – wild land is a nationally 
important asset. Closer to settlements landscapes have an 
important role to play in sustaining local distinctiveness and 
cultural identity, and in supporting health and well-being.’ (p.42) 

The quality, value, and capacity of the landscape / seascape to 
accommodate change are considerations of the landscape 
assessment. 

Section 15.11 of the SLVIA considers the likely effects on valued 
landscapes within the study area. 

Scotland’s National Marine Plan: A Single Framework for Managing Our Seas 

Scotland’s National Marine Plan (2015) sets out strategic policies 
for the sustainable development of Scotland’s marine resources 
out to 200 nautical miles. 

General Policy 7 (GEN7) Landscape / Seascape, states: ‘marine 
planners and decision makers should ensure that development 
and the use of the marine environment take seascape, landscape 
and visual impacts into account.’ (p.21). 

It continues: 

‘The Scottish Government is committed to implementing the 
principles of the European Landscape Convention, which include 
seascape and applies an ‘all landscapes approach’ that 
addresses developed, altered and cultural landscapes as well as 
more natural scenic areas. This does not preclude development 
or change but recommends that it is carried out appropriately for 
the area’s landscape character and visual amenity.  

Development and use that affect National Scenic Areas, National 
Parks and World Heritage Sites should only be permitted where:  

- It will not adversely affect the integrity of the area or its 
special qualities for which it has been designated; or 

- Any such adverse effects are clearly outweighed by social, 
environmental or economic benefits of national importance.  

In making these judgments, planners and decision makers should 
have regard to the qualities of the location in question, including 
any designation. More generally, the siting and design of a 
development should take account of the local landscape / 
seascape character and quality. Potential effects on landscapes 
and seascapes, including cumulative effects should be 
considered and developers should seek to minimise adverse 
impacts through careful planning and design, considering the 

This SLVIA assesses likely effects on both the landscape and 
seascape within the study area.  

The SLVIA process has informed the iterative approach to 
design of the Proposed Development, which is summarised in 
15.10 of this EIA Report. 

Potential effects on the landscape and seascape resource of the 
study area, also including cumulative considerations, are 
included in section 15.11 and section 15.12 of this SLVIA. 

Relevant guidance and good practice that has been used in the 
production of this SLVIA is presented in section 15.9 and 
Technical Appendix 15.1. 

Summary of Relevant Policy Framework How and Where Considered in the Offshore EIA 
Report 

services which the natural environment is providing and 
maximising the potential for enhancement… 

Existing Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) guidance on the 
principles of good siting and design and examples of emerging 
good practice should be followed. SNH Landscape Character 
Assessments and forthcoming SNH guidance on undertaking 
Coastal Character Assessment also provide useful tools in 
considering impacts on landscape.’ (p.21-22). 

Scottish Planning Policy  

Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) (Scotland Government, 2014b) 
introduces a presumption in favour of development that 
contributes to sustainable development. It sets out several 
Subject Policies, including ‘A Natural, Resilient Place: Valuing the 
Natural Environment’, which sets out Policy Principles that are 
intended to guide the planning system, including: 

facilitate positive change while maintaining and enhancing 
distinctive landscape character. 

In respect of local designations, paragraph 196 of SPP states that 
the level of protection of these areas should not be as high as that 
given to international or national designations. 

SPP provides the following guidance in respect of the purpose of 
areas of local landscape value, stating that they should: 

- ‘safeguard and enhance the character and quality of a 
landscape which is important or particularly valued locally or 
regionally; or 

- promote understanding and awareness of the distinctive 
character and special qualities of local landscapes; or 

- safeguard and promote important local settings for outdoor 
recreation and tourism.’ (p.46)  

Under Development Management, SPP states: 

The siting and design of development should take account of local 
landscape character. Development management decisions 
should take account of potential effects on landscapes and the 
natural and water environment, including cumulative effects. 
Developers should seek to minimise adverse impacts through 
careful planning and design, considering the services that the 
natural environment is providing and maximising the potential for 
enhancement. 

Planning permission should be refused where the nature or scale 
of Proposed Development would have an unacceptable impact on 
the natural environment. Direct or indirect effects on statutorily 
protected sites will be an important consideration, but designation 
does not impose an automatic prohibition on development.’ 
(p.47)). 

The SLVIA considers the landscape and seascape character 
within Section 15.11, and valued and/or designated landscapes 
– including areas of local landscape value. 

The SLVIA process has informed the iterative approach to 
design of the Proposed Development, which is summarised in 
Section 15.10 of this EIAR. 
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Summary of Relevant Policy Framework How and Where Considered in the Offshore EIA 
Report 

In respect of proposals for energy infrastructure developments, 
paragraph 169 of SPP states that considerations will vary relative 
to the scale of the proposal and area characteristics but are likely 
to include:  

- ‘landscape and visual impacts, including effects on wild land’. 

Scotland 2045 (Fourth National Planning Framework – Draft) 

NPF4 will be the long-term plan for Scotland. At the time of writing, 
it has been published for public consultation until 31 March 2022.  
It is expected that NPF4 will be approved by the Scottish 
Parliament and adopted by the Scottish Ministers during 2022. 

Under draft Policy 19: Green Energy, it states: 

Outwith National Parks and National Scenic Areas, and 
recognising the sensitivity of any other national or international 
designations, development proposals for new wind farms should 
be supported unless the impacts identified (including cumulative 
effects), are unacceptable. To inform this, site specific 
assessments including where applicable Environmental Impact 
Assessments (EIA) and Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessments (LVIA) are required. 

This SLVIA has been prepared to consider the likely effects of 
the Proposed Development on the landscape, seascape, and 
visual resource within the study area. 

Marine Planning Policy Statement (MPS) (2011)  

Provides the UK’s framework for preparing marine plans. In 
relation to seascape paragraph 2.6.5.3 advises that “In 
considering the impact of an activity or development on seascape, 
the marine plan authority should take into account existing 
character and quality, how highly it is valued and its capacity to 
accommodate change specific to any development. Landscape 
Character assessment methodology may be an aid to this 
process.” 

These aspects of the seascape, landscape and visual resource 
are considered in the assessment of the impacts in Section 15.7.   

Paragraph 2.6.5.4 states that: “For any development proposed 
within or relatively close to nationally designated areas the marine 
plan authority should have regards to the specific statutory 
purposes of the designated areas.  The design of a development 
should be taken into account as an aid to mitigation.” 

The Proposed Development will have potential effects on the 
natural beauty and special qualities of the Northumberland 
Coast AONB. The effect on the Northumberland Coast AONB is 
assessed in Sections 172 and 15.12 

 

Table 15.3  Summary of Local Planning Policy Relevant to Seascape, Landscape and Visual Receptors 

Summary of Relevant Policy Framework How and Where Considered in the Offshore EIA 
Report 

Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2017 

Policy E2 Landscape 

The Council will refuse development that causes unacceptable 
effects through its scale, location or design on key natural 
landscape elements, historic features or the composition or 
quality of the landscape character, either alone or cumulatively 
with other recent developments. Development should not 
otherwise significantly erode the characteristics of landscapes as 
defined in the Landscape Character Assessments produced by 
Scottish Natural Heritage (now NatureScot) or identified as 
Special Landscape Areas of local importance. 

The effect of the Proposed Development on seascape character 
and visual amenity are assessed in Section 15.11, 15.12 and 
15.13. The Proposed Development may be visible within the 
setting of several SLAs within Aberdeenshire. The likely effects 
of the Proposed Development on the perceived landscape 
character and special qualities of these SLAs are assessed in 
Section 15.11 of the SLVIA. 

Summary of Relevant Policy Framework How and Where Considered in the Offshore EIA 
Report 

Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2020 

The Proposed Local Development Plan 2020 has been submitted 
for examination by the Scottish Government’s Directorate of 
Planning and Environmental Appeals (DPEA). After the 
conclusion of this process the LDP 2022 is expected to be 
adopted in late October 2022. 

Policy E2 Landscape 

The Council will refuse development that causes unacceptable 
effects through its scale, location or design on key natural 
landscape elements, historic features or the composition or 
quality of the landscape character. These impacts can be either 
alone or cumulatively with other recent developments. 
Development should not otherwise significantly erode the 
characteristics of landscapes as defined in the Landscape 
Character Assessments produced by Scottish Natural Heritage or 
have been identified in Appendix 13, Aberdeenshire Special 
Landscape Areas, as a Special Landscape Area of local 
importance. 

The effect of the Proposed Development on seascape and 
landscape character and visual amenity are assessed in 
Sections 172, 15.12 and 15.13. The Proposed Development 
may be visible within the setting of several SLAs within 
Aberdeenshire. The likely effects of the Proposed Development 
on the perceived landscape character and special qualities of 
these SLAs are assessed in Section 15.11 of the SLVIA. 

Angus Local Development Plan 2016 

PV6 Development in the Landscape 

Seeks to protect and enhance the quality, diversity, distinctive 
local characteristics, important views and landmarks of the Angus 
landscape including coastal aspects. Development which has an 
adverse effect on landscape will only be permitted where the 
siting and design integrates with the landscape context and 
minimises adverse impacts on the local landscape; where 
potential cumulative effects with any other relevant proposal are 
considered to be acceptable; and mitigation measures and/or 
reinstatement are proposed where appropriate. 

The effects of the Proposed Development on seascape and 
landscape character and visual amenity are assessed in Section 
15.11, cumulative effects are assessed in Section 15.12 and 
mitigation measures are outlined in Section 15.15.  

East Lothian Local Development Plan 2018 

Policy DC9: Special Landscape Areas 

Development within or affecting areas designated as Special 
Landscape Areas where will only be permitted if: 

1. it accords with the Statement of Importance and does not 

harm the special character of the area; or 

2. the public benefits of the development clearly outweigh 

any adverse impact and the development is designed, 

sited and landscaped to minimise such adverse impacts. 

The effects of the Proposed Development on seascape and 
landscape character and visual amenity are assessed in Section 
15.11, 15.12 and 15.13. The Proposed Development may be 
visible within the setting of several SLAs. The likely effects of 
the Proposed Development on the perceived landscape 
character and special qualities of these SLAs are assessed in 
Section 15.11 of the SLVIA. 

Fife Local Development Plan 2017 

Policy 13 - Natural Environment and Access 

Development proposals will only be supported where they protect 
or enhance natural heritage and access assets including 
designated sites of international and national importance; 
designated sites of local importance, including Local Landscape 
Areas; and landscape character and views. 

The effects of the Proposed Development on seascape and 
landscape character and visual amenity are assessed in Section 
15.11, 15.12 and 15.13. The Proposed Development may be 
visible within the setting of several SLAs. The likely effects of 
the Proposed Development on the perceived landscape 
character and special qualities of these SLAs are assessed in 
Section 15.11 of the SLVIA. 

Scottish Borders Local Development Plan 2016 

Policy EP5: Special Landscape Areas The effect of the Proposed Development on seascape and 
landscape character and visual amenity are assessed in Section 
15.11, 15.12 and 15.13. The Proposed Development may be 
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Summary of Relevant Policy Framework How and Where Considered in the Offshore EIA 
Report 

Where Development may affect a Special Landscape Area, 
landscape quality should be safeguarded with particular regard to 
the landscape and visual impact of the Proposed Development. 
Proposals that have a significant adverse impact will only be 
permitted where the landscape impact is clearly outweighed by 
social or economic benefits of national or local importance.  

visible within the setting of several SLAs. The likely effects of 
the Proposed Development on the perceived landscape 
character and special qualities of these SLAs are assessed in 
Section 15.11 of the SLVIA. 

Northumberland Draft Local Plan 2019 

Following independent examination of the Northumberland Local Plan, the Council commenced the process to adopt the Local 
Plan at the end of March 2022. 

Current planning policy used to determine and guide planning applications in Northumberland are contained within the 
Northumberland Consolidated Planning Policy Framework which comprises a number of documents put in place by the former 
County Council and District/Borough Councils. Relevant 'saved policies' of the Berwick-upon-Tweed Borough Local Plan, Adopted 
April 1999 that are being used to guide and determine planning applications by the Council have not been identified. 

Policy ENV 1 Approaches to assessing the impact of 
development on the natural, historic and built environment 
(Strategic Policy). 

The character and/or significance of Northumberland's distinctive 
and valued natural, historic and built environments, will be 
conserved, protected and enhanced, by giving appropriate weight 
to the statutory purposes and special qualities of the hierarchy of 
international, national and local designated and non-designated 
nature and historic conservation assets or sites and their settings, 
and, in particular, giving great weight to conserving and 
enhancing the Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, in 
accordance with Policies ENV 5 and ENV 6, and Northumberland 
National Park  Recognition that development and associated 
activity outwith designations can have indirect impacts on the 
designated assets or sites. 

The effect of the Proposed Development on seascape and 
landscape character and visual amenity are assessed in Section 
15.11, 15.12 and 15.13. The Proposed Development may be 
visible within the setting of several SLAs. The likely effects of 
the Proposed Development on the perceived landscape 
character and special qualities of these SLAs are assessed in 
Section 15.11 of the SLVIA. 

Policy ENV 3 Landscape 

Proposals affecting the character of the landscape will be 
expected to conserve and enhance important elements of that 
character; in such cases, design and access statements should 
refer, as appropriate, to Northumberland Landscape Character 
Assessment and other relevant studies, guidance or 
management plans; 

Great weight will be given to the conservation and enhancement 
of the special qualities and the statutory purposes of the 
Northumberland National Park, the North Pennines Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty and the Northumberland Coast Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

The effect of the Proposed Development on seascape and 
landscape character and visual amenity are assessed in Section 
15.11, 15.12 and 15.13. The Proposed Development may be 
visible within the setting of Northumberland Coast AONB. The 
likely effects of the Proposed Development on the special 
qualities of the AOB are assessed in Section 15.11 of the SLVIA. 

Summary of Relevant Policy Framework How and Where Considered in the Offshore EIA 
Report 

Policy ENV 4 Tranquillity, dark skies and a sense of rurality 

3. Development proposals located within the Northumberland 

Coast AONB, the North Pennines AONB, the 

Northumberland Dark Sky Park, the Northumberland 

Heritage Coast, the Frontiers of the Roman Empire - 

Hadrian’s Wall World Heritage Site or elsewhere in the 

open countryside, and those which may otherwise by virtue 

of their scale, nature or siting add to the urbanising effects, 

or reduce overall tranquillity of these areas, will be 

required, as appropriate, to reduce these impacts by 

minimising the level of noise, traffic and light generated as 

a result of the development during construction and 

thereafter.  

4. During construction and thereafter, development that 

would bring additional light sources into the 

Northumberland Dark Sky Park, the Northumberland 

Coast AONB and the North Pennines AONB, and areas of 

the open countryside where dark skies can be 

experienced, should not result in a net adverse impact on 

the level of dark skies and, where appropriate, 

improvements should be sought. 

5. Exterior lighting on developments, which has the potential 

to impact upon the Northumberland International Dark Sky 

Park, the North Pennines AONB, the Northumberland 

Coast AONB should be designed having regard to the 

Good Practice Guide for Outside Lighting in 

Northumberland International Dark Sky Park and/or the 

latest relevant guidance. Appropriate elements of this 

guidance may also be applied in other locations referred to 

in part (2) above, where the integrity of dark skies may be 

compromised by new development.  

The effect of the Proposed Development on seascape and 
landscape character and visual amenity at night are assessed 
in Section 15.11. The Proposed Development may be visible at 
night within the setting of Northumberland Coast AONB. The 
likely effects of the Proposed Development on the dark skies of 
the AONB are assessed in Section 15.11 of the SLVIA. 

Northumberland National Park Local Plan, Adopted July 2020 

Policy DM11: Landscape, Tranquillity and Dark Skies 

The natural beauty and heritage of the National Park will be 
conserved and enhanced whilst being responsive to landscape 
change. All proposals will be assessed in terms of their impact on 
landscape character, views and sensitivity as defined in the 
Landscape Supplementary Planning Document. Development 
which would adversely affect the quality and character of the 
landscape will not be permitted. 

Development proposals which conserve or enhance the 
tranquillity and pristine dark skies of the National Park will be 
supported. In order to limit potentially adverse effects on open 
countryside landscapes and to conserve or enhance tranquillity, 
development proposals will be required to demonstrate that: 
a) The level of noise, traffic and light generated as a result of the 
development during construction and thereafter is minimised and 
dark night skies maintained; 

The effect of the Proposed Development on seascape and 
landscape character and visual amenity are assessed in Section 
15.11, 15.12 and 15.13. The Proposed Development may be 
visible within the setting of Northumberland National Park Local 
Plan. The likely effects of the Proposed Development on the 
special qualities of the National Park are assessed in Section 
15.11 of the SLVIA. 
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Summary of Relevant Policy Framework How and Where Considered in the Offshore EIA 
Report 

b) Intrusive external features, such as hard surfaces, car parking 
and urban-style boundary treatments are minimised; 
c) The sense of openness is not reduced; 
d) The quiet enjoyment of the landscape is maintained. 

All development proposals should avoid external lighting where 
possible. Where external lighting is necessary its design should 
avoid all unacceptable adverse impacts, or as a last resort 
mitigate them to the greatest possible extent in order to avoid 
unacceptable adverse impacts on tranquillity, dark skies, 
biodiversity, visual amenity, landscape character and heritage 
significance. 

Development will be permitted where it can be demonstrated that 
it is compatible with the conservation and enhancement of 
Northumberland National Park’s landscapes by ensuring that: 
a) the visual impact of the development in its immediate and wider 
setting is minimised through high quality design that reflects local 
landscape character with particular regard to scale, siting, 
materials, and colour; and  
b) the cumulative and/or sequential landscape and visual effects 
of development do not detract from the natural beauty of the 
National Park and the experience of tranquillity. 

Proposals which are considered to be significant in terms of scale 
and/or impact should provide a professional landscape appraisal 
as part of the application submission. 

15.5. CONSULTATION  

15. A summary of the key issues raised during consultation activities undertaken to date , specific to seascape, 

landscape and visual matters is presented in Table 15.4 below, together with how these issues have been 

considered in the production of this SLVIA EIA Report chapter. Further information about stakeholder 

engagement is presented within volume 1, chapter 5. 

Table 15.4: Summary of Key Consultation Issues Raised During Consultation Activities Undertaken for the 
Proposed Development Relevant to Seascape, Landscape and Visual Receptors 

Date Consultee 
and Type of 
Consultation 

Issue(s) Raised Response to Issue Raised 
and/or Where Considered in 
this Chapter 

February 
2022 

Marine Scotland 
Scoping 
Opinion 

With regard to the ZTV study area, the Scottish Ministers 
refer to the NatureScot, East Lothian Council and Scottish 
Borders Council December 2021 representations together 
with the Northumberland County Council representation. 
The Scottish Ministers highlight the concerns raised by both 
East Lothian Council and Scottish Borders Council and 
advise that further discussions and agreement on an 
acceptable study area are required.  Notwithstanding this, 
the Scottish Ministers advise that the Developer must 
include the additional designated areas identified within the 
proposed ZTV by East Lothian Council. 

60km radius SLVIA study agreed with 
NatureScot. The SLVIA undertaken 
within Chapter 15 demonstrates that 
significant effects will not occur 
beyond this 60 km study area. 

Policy CH7 of the East Lothian LDP 
affords protection to the landscape 
setting of Greywalls, a local designed 
landscape, which is located outside 
the 60 km SLVIA study area but is 
considered in Table 15.40 .  

Date Consultee 
and Type of 
Consultation 

Issue(s) Raised Response to Issue Raised 
and/or Where Considered in 
this Chapter 

In relation to the baseline information the Scottish Ministers 
highlight NatureScot’s December representation with 
regard to the inclusion of all relevant offshore wind farms in 
the assessment and baseline mapping and advise that this 
must be fully addressed by the Developer. 

Relevant offshore wind farms are 
shown in Figure 15.16 and assessed in 
Section 15.12. 

Scottish Ministers advise that the updated management 
plans and further guidance documents highlighted by East 
Lothian Council must be included as baseline data sources 
in the Developer’s assessment. The Scottish Ministers 
highlight East Lothian Council’s December representation 
with regard to the Forth and Tay Offshore Windfarm 
Developer Group Study and the categorisation of the East 
Lothian Council coast condition and advise that this is fully 
considered and addressed by the Developer. 

Management plans and guidance 
documents highlighted by East 
Lothian Council are included as 
baseline data sources and listed in 
Table 15.5. 

With regard viewpoints the Scottish Ministers highlight the 
NatureScot December representation together with the 
NatureScot January representation and advise that the 
recommendations with regard to assessment of the Isle of 
May viewpoint, acceptable visibility conditions for viewpoint 
photography and night time viewpoint guidance must be 
fully addressed in the EIA Report. The Scottish Ministers 
advise that the additional viewpoint from Pencraig Brae 
must be included in the EIA Report and refer to the East 
Lothian Council December representation in this regard. 
The Scottish Ministers also advise that the additional 
viewpoints referred to in the Scottish Borders Council 
December representation must also be included but note 
that exact viewpoints and appropriate visual representation 
will not be agreed by the Scottish Borders Council until they 
receive an updated ZTV at 1:50,000. The Scottish Ministers 
also highlight the Scottish Borders Council request 
regarding paper copies. 

Viewpoints included in SLVIA 
represent and clarify the likely extent 
of visibility from the Angus coast, East 
Fife, Isle of May, East Lothian 
including North Berwick Law and 
Dunbar as well as Scottish Borders 
including St Abb’s Head.  NatureScot 
support the list of representative 
viewpoints (Scoping Response, 
December 2021).   
A full assessment of Viewpoint 23 
(Figure 15.43) Isle of May, based on 
wirelines as agreed with NatureScot, 
is included in Section15.11. 
Viewpoint 21 Pencraig Brae in East 
Lothian is included (Figure 15.41a-d) 
and assessed in Section 15.11. 
Viewpoint 22 Ewielairs Hill is included 
(Figure 15.42a-d) and assessed in 
Section 15.11. 
Photography was undertaken when 
visibility was ‘very good’ or ‘excellent’, 
as recorded in Table 15.6. 
Paper copies of Appendix 15.2 Visual 
Representations have been provided 
to Scottish Borders Council. 

Within Table 7.10 of the Scoping Report, the Developer 
details the potential impacts on seascape, landscape and 
visual resources during the different phases of the Proposed 
Development, which it proposes to scope in for assessment 
within the EIA Report. The Scottish Ministers are content 
the methods described are sufficient to inform a robust 
assessment. The Scottish Ministers are broadly content 
with the impacts identified as being scoped in however 
highlight the caveat by East Lothian Council in their 
December representation due to the size of the study area. 

The methodology for the SLVIA is set 
out in Appendix 15.1 and summarised 
in Section 15.9. Effects scoped into 
the SLVIA are assessed in Section 
15.11 and 15.12. The SLVIA 
undertaken within Chapter 15 
demonstrates that significant effects 
will not occur beyond a 60 km study 
area. 

The Scottish Ministers are broadly content with the potential 
impacts on seascape, landscape and visual resources 
within Table 7.11 during the different phases of the 
Proposed Development to be scoped out of the assessment 
for EIA. The Scottish Ministers disagree however with the 
proposal to scope out the impact of the Proposed 
Development lighting on seascape character at night during 

Night-time effects of the Proposed 
Development are considered in 
Section 15.11. The assessment 
focuses on the visual effects of 
aviation and navigational lighting, 
however the impact of the Proposed 
Development lighting on coastal 
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Date Consultee 
and Type of 
Consultation 

Issue(s) Raised Response to Issue Raised 
and/or Where Considered in 
this Chapter 

all phases of the Proposed Development and advise that 
this must be assessed in the EIA Report. The Scottish 
Ministers highlight the NatureScot and East Lothian Council 
December representations in this regard. Furthermore, the 
Scottish Ministers disagree with scoping out areas outwith 
the ZTV at this stage on basis of the December 
representations from East Lothian Council and Scottish 
Borders Council in regard to the definition of the ZTV. 

character at night is considered for 
some limited areas where coastal 
character and the landform/skyline of 
inshore islands etc may be perceived 
at night with lights in the background 
(i.e., where a perceived character 
effect may occur as a component of 
visual effects). Areas and receptors 
located outside the ZTV i.e., in areas 
with no visibility, are scoped out of the 
SLVIA since they have no visibility of 
the Proposed Development and will 
not be affected. 

In relation to the proposed approach to the EIA Report, the 
Scottish Ministers advise that the Developer must provide 
all graphic and visualisation material in hard copy format to 
the correct sizes, in colour, as per the NatureScot 
Visualisation Guidance. 

Visual representations (Appendix 
15.2) are provided to NatureScot and 
local authorities in hard copy format to 
the correct sizes, in colour, as per the 
NatureScot Visualisation Guidance. 

The Scottish Ministers advise that with regards to the 
designed in measures detailed at section 7.5.4 of the 
Scoping Report, the EIA Report should include and provide 
narrative on cumulative design issues of the Proposed 
Development in combination with the neighbouring 
consented wind farms in the Forth and Tay area in addition 
to the Northumberland Coast Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty as a key design objective. This view is supported by 
the NatureScot December representation. In addition, the 
Scottish Ministers advise that the Scottish Borders Council 
December representation regarding cumulative effects 
must be fully addressed.   

Narrative on designed in measures is 
provided in Chapter 3 Project 
Description and Section 15.10. 

Operational onshore wind farms in 
Scottish Borders are considered as 
part of the baseline in Section 15.11 
and these, as well as the consented 
wind farms are considered within the 
cumulative assessment presented in 
Section 15.12. 

November 
2021 

ELC Scoping 
Response 

ELC requested an additional viewpoint from Pencraig Brae 
on the A199 and looking towards Belhaven Bay Special 
Landscape Area to illustrate the effect of the windfarm 
behind land. 

Viewpoint 21 Pencraig Brae is 
included in Section 15.11. 

ELC disagreed that all the designated areas within the ZTV 
were identified in the Scoping Report. ELC suggested 
additional designated areas for inclusion: John Muir Country 
Park, located west of Dunbar, and Local Designed 
Landscapes recognised in the East Lothian Local 
Development Plan. ELC noted that Local Geodiversity Sites 
are not specifically a landscape designation but have an 
element of visual appreciation of the interest of the site. ELC 
suggested a Local Geodiversity site at Thorntonloch be 
included.  

John Muir Country Park is considered 
as part of Belhaven Bay Local 
Landscape Area (LLA) in Section 
15.11.  

Policy CH7 of the East Lothian LDP 
affords protection to the landscape 
setting of Greywalls, a local designed 
landscape, which is located outside 
the 60 km SLVIA study area, but is 
considered in Table 15.40 (Section 
15.11). 

Thorntonloch Local Geodiversity site 
is considered as part of landscape 
value and sensitivity of the 
Thorntonloch to Dunglass Coast LLA 
in Section 15.11. 

ELC considered that there could be impacts beyond the 60 
km study area and advised that these should be ruled out 
through the EIA process.  

The ZTV (Figure 15.6) illustrates that 
there may be theoretical visibility 
beyond 60 km, however, there are no 
likely significant effects beyond the 60 

Date Consultee 
and Type of 
Consultation 

Issue(s) Raised Response to Issue Raised 
and/or Where Considered in 
this Chapter 
km SLVIA study area as indicated by 
the detailed visibility analysis in 
Section 1.15.7.2 and taking account of 
Met Office visibility data presented in 
Table 15.7 

ELC stated that there may be some limited areas where 
night-time seascape character should be considered. 

Night-time effects of the Proposed 
Development are considered in 
Section 15.11. The assessment 
focuses on the visual effects of 
aviation and navigational lighting, 
however the impact of the Proposed 
Development lighting on coastal 
character at night is considered for 
some limited areas where coastal 
character and the landform/skyline of 
inshore islands etc may be perceived 
at night with lights in the background 
(i.e., where a perceived character 
effect may occur as a component of 
visual effects). 

December 
2021 

Angus Council 
Scoping 
Response 

Angus Council declined to make comments and offered a 
‘nil return’ response.  

No action. 

December 
2021 

Fife Council 
Scoping 
Response 

Fife Council considered that there is unlikely to be any 
significant visual impact on the built environment and 
landscape. 

No action. 

December 
2021 

Natural England 
Scoping 
Response 

Natural England considers that all matters in which the 
organisation has an interest in English waters have been 
adequately considered in the Environmental Impact 
Assessment.  

No action. 

December 
2021 

NatureScot 
Scoping 
Response 

Study Area. Selection of the study area should be based 
on distance as well as topography since an elevated 
receptor will see wind turbines at greater distances. 
NatureScot regards a 60km study area as appropriate for 
this proposal where the maximum blade tip height reaches 
355m above LAT. 

SLVIA study area is agreed with 
NatureScot as 60km radius for the 
Proposed Development. 

Baseline information. We are content with the proposed 
baseline information as described in section 7.5.3 and 
Appendix 14 which captures regional seascape character, 
landscape baseline and designations. The assessment and 
baseline mapping should include all relevant offshore wind 
farms that are built, under construction, consented and 
proposed and where possible make use of the most up-to-
date offshore wind farm layouts, as per the Development 
Specification & Layout Plan. 

Baseline mapping includes all 
relevant offshore wind farms that are 
built, under construction, consented 
and proposed (Figure 15.16) using the 
most up-to-date offshore wind farm 
layouts. 

Selection of viewpoints. Twenty representative and six 
illustrative viewpoints are proposed for the visual 
assessment as described in Appendix 14 and mapped in 
Figure 7.15.  It is not clear what role these illustrative 
viewpoints will fulfil nor why these viewpoints will not have 
full visualisation details including written assessment as is 
proposed for the representative viewpoints. As per our 
previous scoping advice (letter dated 07 October 2020) 
viewpoints should represent and clarify the likely extent of 
visibility from the Angus coast, East Fife, Isle of May, East 
Lothian including North Berwick Law and Dunbar as well as 
Scottish Borders including St Abb’s Head.  We therefore 

Representative viewpoints are agreed 
with NatureScot and show the likely 
extent of visibility from the Angus 
coast, East Fife, Isle of May, East 
Lothian including North Berwick Law 
and Dunbar. Illustrative viewpoints are 
chosen specifically to demonstrate a 
particular effect or specific issue 
(including restricted visibility) as per 
guidance (Landscape Institute, 2013). 
A baseline panorama and wireline 
visualisation (90 degrees field of view) 
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Date Consultee 
and Type of 
Consultation 

Issue(s) Raised Response to Issue Raised 
and/or Where Considered in 
this Chapter 

support the list of proposed representative viewpoints.  
Given the increased extent and proximity to the Isle of May 
we also request a full assessment for this viewpoint.   

are produced, but a written 
assessment of the visual effects from 
these viewpoints is not included in the 
SLVIA. A full assessment of Viewpoint 
23 (Figure 15.43) Isle of May, based 
on wirelines (as agreed with 
NatureScot), is included in Section 
15.11. 

Viewpoint photography. The worst-case scenario should 
be assessed and illustrated and as such, photography 
should be carried out where possible in conditions so that 
the wind farm is at its most visible (i.e., in ‘very good’ or 
‘excellent’ conditions as per the Met Office terms). 

Photography was undertaken when 
visibility was ‘very good’ or ‘excellent’, 
as recorded in Table 15.6, although 
there are limitations due to the timing 
of photography surveys during winter 
months. 

Night-time viewpoints. We support the intention to select 
one night-time viewpoint from each local authority area 
located within the SLVIA study area (section 7.53 
paragraph 447 and Appendix 14 paragraph 379).  Night 
time viewpoints should be selected in accordance with our 
offshore guidance and with no lights out on the sea, except 
for shipping. Particularly on the East Coast, where there is 
a relative lack of landfall/opposing shores. 

The selection of viewpoints and 
night-time photography was 
undertaken in line with guidance 
within ‘Offshore Renewables – 
guidance on assessing the impact on 
coastal landscape and seascape - 
Guidance for Scoping an 
Environmental Statement’ (SNH, 
2012) 

Designed in measures. For Northumberland Coast 
AONB, the assessment should include and provide 
narrative on the cumulative design issues of Berwick Bank 
in combination with the three consented wind farms in the 
Forth & Tay comprising Seagreen 1, Inch Cape and Neart 
na Gaoithe. 

Project description provided in 
Chapter 3 sets out the design issues 
pertinent to the Proposed 
Development and a cumulative 
assessment is provided in Section 
15.12. 

Potential impacts. We are content with the impacts 
proposed to be scoped in for seascape, landscape and 
visual resources as per Table 7.10, but disagree that 
seascape character is scoped out of the lighting 
assessment as per Table 7.11. Seascape character should 
be scoped into the lighting assessment. 

Night-time effects of the Proposed 
Development are considered in 
Section 15.11. The assessment 
focuses on the visual effects of 
aviation and navigational lighting, 
however the impact of the Proposed 
Development lighting on coastal 
character at night is considered for 
some limited areas where coastal 
character and the landform/skyline of 
inshore islands etc may be perceived 
at night with lights in the background 
(i.e., where a perceived character 
effect may occur as a component of 
visual effects). 

Request for one hard copy of the SLVIA narrative 
assessment (including all relevant appendices) included in 
a stand-alone volume (s) if possible. 

A hard copy of Chapter 15 and 
appendices including photomontage 
Figures 15.20 – 15.75 have been 
provided to NatureScot.  

Cumulative effects. Agreement should be sought from the 
relevant local authorities as to which onshore wind farm 
developments are most appropriate to be considered within 
the cumulative assessment. 

Onshore wind farms are illustrated in 
the cumulative search plan in 
Figure15.46 and assessed in Section 
15.12 

November 
2021 

Northumberland 
County Council 
Scoping 
Response 

Northumberland County Council agree with the extent of the 
study area, baseline, data sources, and the proposed 
approach to assessment. Relevant visual receptors have 
been identified in the report, including the users of important 
recreational routes and transport routes, visitors to tourist 

No action. 

Date Consultee 
and Type of 
Consultation 

Issue(s) Raised Response to Issue Raised 
and/or Where Considered in 
this Chapter 

sites and historic environment assets, and coastal 
settlements such as Berwick upon Tweed. The Council also 
agree with the viewpoints within Northumberland listed in 
Appendix 14, which take account of comments made in 
October 2020. The Council does not have any additional 
viewpoints to propose. 

December 
2021 

SBC Scoping 
Response 

SBC require the ZTV at a 1:50,000 scale, with the proposed 
viewpoint positions superimposed. 

An A1 scale ZTV with the proposed 
viewpoint positions superimposed is 
presented in Figure 15.6 and at 
1:50,000 scale for each viewpoint in 
Figures 15.21 – Figure 15.48. 

The main cumulative effects of the offshore windfarm should 
be assessed with the main clusters of onshore wind farm 
development in the Lammermuir Hills (Crystal Rig and 
Aikengall) and around Penmanshiel and Coldingham Moors 
(Drone Hill, Penmanshiel and Quixwood Moor). In addition, 
Howpark is due to be constructed.  

Operational onshore wind farms at 
Crystal Rig, Aikengall, Drone Hill, 
Penmanshiel and Quixwood Moor are 
considered as part of the baseline in 
Section 15.11. The consented 
Howpark wind farm is considered 
within the cumulative assessment 
presented in Section 15.12. 

Additional representative viewpoint at Ewielairs hill on the 
north eastern edge of the Lammermuir Hills Special 
Landscape Area should be considered for inclusion. 

A full assessment of the viewpoint 
from Ewielairs Hill, is included in 
Section 15.11 (Viewpoint 22). 

The study area should be assessed for ‘sequential’ 
cumulative impacts e.g. A1, A1107, the Berwickshire 
Coastal Path and east coast railway line. 

Sequential cumulative impacts on 
primary receptors such as major 
roads and long-distance footpaths are 
considered in relation to 
operational/under-construction 
projects in Section 15.11 and in 
relation to Tier 2 projects in Section 
15.12 

15.6. METHODOLOGY TO INFORM BASELINE 

15.6.1. OVERVIEW 

16. Baseline data collection has been undertaken to obtain information over the SLVIA study area described 

in Section 15.3. The current baseline conditions presented in Section 1.15.7 set out currently available 

information from the SLVIA study area. 

15.6.2. DESKTOP STUDY 

17. Information on seascape, landscape and visual receptors within the SLVIA study area was collected 

through a detailed desktop review of existing studies and datasets. These are summarised in Table 15.5 

below. 

Table 15.5: Summary of Key Desktop Reports 

Title Source Year Author 
Inch Cape Offshore 
Wind Farm Section 
36 Consent 
Variation Application 
Supporting Report 

available online: https://marine.gov.scot/sites/default/files/ic02-int-ec-ofl-003-
rrp-app-002_s.36_variation_report_final.pdf  

2021 Inch Cape 

https://marine.gov.scot/sites/default/files/ic02-int-ec-ofl-003-rrp-app-002_s.36_variation_report_final.pdf
https://marine.gov.scot/sites/default/files/ic02-int-ec-ofl-003-rrp-app-002_s.36_variation_report_final.pdf
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Title Source Year Author 
Aerial Photography N/A 2020 Google Earth Pro  

Specific visitor 
attractions / tourist 
destinations  

available online: https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places 2020 English Heritage  

Any Specific Visitor 
Attractions / Tourist 
Destinations  

available online: https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/days-out 2020 National Trust  

National Cycle 
Network (NCN) (GIS 
dataset)  

available online: https://www.sustrans.org.uk/ 2020 Sustrans  

Neart na Gaoithe 
Offshore Wind Farm 
Development 
Specification and 
Layout Plan June 
2020  

available online: (https://marine.gov.scot/sites/default/files/nng-nng-ecf-pln-
0003_dev_specification_and_layout_plan_rev4.0_redacted.pdf 

2020 Neart na Gaoithe 

Northumberland 
Coast AONB 
Management Plan 
2020-2024 

available online: https://www.northumberlandcoastaonb.org/management-
plan/  

2020 Northumberland 
Coast AONB 

Registered Parks 
and Gardens and 
UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites  

available online: https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/ 2020 Historic England  

Seagreen 1 Offshore 
Wind Farm 
Development 
Specification and 
Layout Plan May 
2020  

available online: https://marine.gov.scot/sites/default/files/owf_dslp.pdf 2020 Seagreen 1 

OS Terrain 50 Digital 
Terrain Model (DTM) 

N/A 2019 Ordnance Survey  

National Parks (GIS 
dataset) 

available online: https://data.gov.uk/dataset/334e1b27-e193-4ef5-b14e-
696b58bb7e95/national-parks-england 

2019 Natural England 

Areas of 
Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB) (GIS 
dataset) 

available online: https://data.gov.uk/dataset/8e3ae3b9-a827-47f1-b025-
f08527a4e84e/areas-of-outstanding-natural-beauty-england 

2019 Natural England 

Country Parks (GIS 
dataset) 

available online: https://data.gov.uk/dataset/e729abb9-aa6c-42c5-baec-
b6673e2b3a62/country-parks-england 

2019 Natural England 

Open Access Land 
(GIS dataset) 

available online: https://data.gov.uk/dataset/05fa192a-06ba-4b2b-b98c-
5b6bec5ff638/crow-act-2000-access-layer 

2019 Natural England 

Heritage Coasts 
(GIS dataset) 

available online: https://data.gov.uk/dataset/79b3515f-b00e-419a-9c7e-
1d3163555886/heritage-coasts 

2019 Natural England 

Public Rights of Way 
(GIS dataset) 

N/A 2020 OPEN internal 
dataset  

Development 
Specification and 
Layout Plan 
Kincardine Offshore 
Wind Farm, April 
2019  

available online: https://marine.gov.scot/sites/default/files/kowl-pl-0004-011_-
_development_specification_and_layout_plan_rev_c3_redacted_0.pdf 

2019 Kincardine 
Offshore Wind 
Farm 

NatureScot 
Landscape 
Character 
Assessment 2019 

available online: https://www.nature.scot 2019 NatureScot 

National Scenic 
Areas 

available online: https://data.gov.uk/dataset/8d9d285a-985d-4524-90a0-
3238bca9f8f8/national-scenic-areas 

2021 Scottish 
Government  

Title Source Year Author 
Northumberland 
Local Development 
Plan 2019 
Publication Draft 

available online: https://www.northumberland.gov.uk 2019 Northumberland 
County Council 

OS County Region, 
Local Unitary 
Authority, Railways, 
Road and 
Settlements 

N/A 2019 Ordnance Survey 
Open Data  

1:50,000 Scale 
Mapping 

N/A 2019 Ordnance Survey  

1:25,000 Scale 
Mapping 

N/A 2019 Ordnance Survey  

East Lothian Green 
Network Strategy 
SPG 

available online: www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/30113/ 2018 East Lothian 
Council 

East Lothian SPG: 
Countryside and 
Coast 

available online: 
www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/28998/countryside_and_coast_spg 

2018 East Lothian 
Council 

East Lothian Local 
Development Plan 
2018 - East Lothian 
Special Landscape 
Areas 

available online: https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/  2018 East Lothian 
Council  

Seascape Character 
Assessment for the 
North-East Inshore 
and Offshore Marine 
Plan Areas 

available online: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk 2018 MMO  

Aberdeenshire Local 
Development Plan 
2017 – Special 
Landscape Areas 

available online: https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/  2017 Aberdeenshire 
Council  

Fife Local 
Development Plan 
2017 – Fife Local 
Landscape Areas. 

available online: https://www.fife.gov.uk/  2017 Fife Council  

Interactive maps of 
the UK’s light 
pollution and dark 
skies as part of a 
national mapping 
project (LUC/CPRE, 
2016). Open Source 
data used to 
understand and 
illustrate baseline 
lighting levels 

available online: https://www.nightblight.cpre.org.uk/ 2016 Campaign to 
Protect Rural 
England (CPRE)  

Scottish Borders 
Local Development 
Plan 2016 - Special 
Landscape Areas 

available online: https://www.scotborders.gov.uk/  2016 Scottish Borders 
Council  

National Character 
Area profiles  

available online: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-
character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making/national-character-
area-profiles 

2014 Natural England  

Northumberland 
Coast AONB 
Landscape 
Sensitivity and 

available online: https://www.northumberlandcoastaonb.org/where-to-go/  2013 Northumberland 
Coast AONB 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/days-out
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/
https://marine.gov.scot/sites/default/files/nng-nng-ecf-pln-0003_dev_specification_and_layout_plan_rev4.0_redacted.pdf
https://marine.gov.scot/sites/default/files/nng-nng-ecf-pln-0003_dev_specification_and_layout_plan_rev4.0_redacted.pdf
https://www.northumberlandcoastaonb.org/management-plan/
https://www.northumberlandcoastaonb.org/management-plan/
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
https://marine.gov.scot/sites/default/files/owf_dslp.pdf
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/334e1b27-e193-4ef5-b14e-696b58bb7e95/national-parks-england
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/334e1b27-e193-4ef5-b14e-696b58bb7e95/national-parks-england
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/8e3ae3b9-a827-47f1-b025-f08527a4e84e/areas-of-outstanding-natural-beauty-england
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/8e3ae3b9-a827-47f1-b025-f08527a4e84e/areas-of-outstanding-natural-beauty-england
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/e729abb9-aa6c-42c5-baec-b6673e2b3a62/country-parks-england
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/e729abb9-aa6c-42c5-baec-b6673e2b3a62/country-parks-england
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/05fa192a-06ba-4b2b-b98c-5b6bec5ff638/crow-act-2000-access-layer
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/05fa192a-06ba-4b2b-b98c-5b6bec5ff638/crow-act-2000-access-layer
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/79b3515f-b00e-419a-9c7e-1d3163555886/heritage-coasts
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/79b3515f-b00e-419a-9c7e-1d3163555886/heritage-coasts
https://marine.gov.scot/sites/default/files/kowl-pl-0004-011_-_development_specification_and_layout_plan_rev_c3_redacted_0.pdf
https://marine.gov.scot/sites/default/files/kowl-pl-0004-011_-_development_specification_and_layout_plan_rev_c3_redacted_0.pdf
https://www.nature.scot/
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/
http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/30113/
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/
https://www.fife.gov.uk/
https://www.nightblight.cpre.org.uk/
https://www.scotborders.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making/national-character-area-profiles
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making/national-character-area-profiles
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making/national-character-area-profiles
https://www.northumberlandcoastaonb.org/where-to-go/
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Title Source Year Author 
Capacity Study’ 
(August 2013) 

Scottish Offshore 
Wind Farms – East 
Coast Regional 
Seascape Character 
Assessment 
Aberdeen to Holy 
Island 

available online: http://marine.gov.scot/datafiles  2011 Forth and Tay 
Offshore Windfarm 
Developer Group  

NatureScot National 
Coastal Character 
Map 

available online: https://www.nature.scot/national-coastal-character-map  2010 NatureScot  

Northumberland 
County Council 
Landscape 
Character 
Assessment (2010) 

available online: https://www.northumberland.gov.uk 2010 Northumberland 
County Council 

Visibility Data. 
Visibility bands 
every 1 km up to 30 
km, then every 5 km 
up to 50 km, then 
every 10 km up to 70 
km, and >70 km 

Met Office weather station at Inverbervie 2011-
2021 

Met Office  

Inventory of 
Gardens and 
Designed 
Landscapes  

available online: https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-
support/listing-scheduling-and-designations/gardens-and-designed-
landscapes/ 

N/A Historic 
Environment 
Scotland  

15.6.3. IDENTIFICATION OF DESIGNATED SITES  

18. All designated sites within the SLVIA study area and qualifying interest features that could be affected by 

the construction, operation and maintenance, and decommissioning phases of the Proposed Development 

were identified using the three-step process described below: 

• Step 1: All designated sites of international, national and local importance within the SLVIA study area 

were identified using a number of sources. These sources included GIS datasets and Local Development 

Plans (listed in Table 15.5); 

• Step 2: Information was compiled on the relevant special qualities for each of these sites as follows in 

Table 15.11. 

• Step 3: Using the above information and expert judgement, sites were included for further consideration 

if: 

– located either wholly, or partially, within the ZTV; 

– likely to have actual visibility of the Proposed Development, taking account of the proportion of the designated 

area within the ZTV and the intervening distance between it and the Proposed development but not taking 

account of weather and/or atmospheric effects as indicated by Met office visibility data; and 

– there is potential for significant effects associated with the Proposed Development resulting from the above 

factors, and the potential magnitude of change and sensitivity of the receptor, with preliminary assessment 

undertaken for all designated sites and detailed assessment undertaken for those identified as having potential 

for significant effects. 

15.6.4. SITE-SPECIFIC SURVEYS  

19. The SLVIA undertaken as part of the preparation of the EIA Report has been informed by desk-based 

studies and field survey work undertaken within the SLVIA study area. The seascape baseline has been 

informed by desk-based review of landscape and seascape character assessments, and the ZTV, to 

identify receptors that may be affected by the Proposed Development and produce written descriptions of 

their key characteristics and value. 

20. Interactions have been identified between the Proposed Development and seascape, landscape and visual 

receptors, to predict potentially significant effects arising and measures are proposed to mitigate effects. 

21. For those receptors where a detailed assessment is required, primary data acquisition has been 

undertaken through a series of surveys. These surveys include field survey verification of the ZTV from 

terrestrial landscape character areas (LCAs), micro-siting of viewpoint locations, panoramic baseline 

photography and visual assessment survey from all representative viewpoints. The viewpoint photography, 

visual assessment and landscape assessment surveys were undertaken during October, November and 

December 2021; and January 2022 as described in Table 15.6. Sea-based offshore surveys have not been 

undertaken as part of the SLVIA as the land-based survey from the coast was sufficient to verify the ZTV, 

undertake viewpoint photography and perform the visual and landscape assessment surveys . Field work 

over the duration of the EIA has been partly restricted due to restricted access to certain visitor locations 

due to closures and limited accommodation availability. 

22. To inform the SLVIA EIA Report chapter, site-specific surveys were undertaken, including viewpoints 

agreed with NatureScot, East Lothian Council, and Scottish Borders Council (as described in Table 15.4). 

A summary of the surveys undertaken to inform the SLVIA are outlined in Table 15.6 below. 

Table 15.6: Summary of Site-Specific Survey Data 

Title Extent of Survey Overview of Survey Date Further Information 
Viewpoint photography 
and collection of 
baseline data on 
landscape character and 
visual amenity. 

Coastal parts of 
Aberdeenshire, Angus, Fife, 
East Lothian, Scottish 
Borders, Northumberland 
and Northumberland Coast 
AONB.  

Seascape, landscape 
and visual assessment 
surveys to undertake 
viewpoint photography 
and collect baseline data 
on landscape character 
and visual amenity 
associated with views of 
the offshore elements of 
the Project and in 
accordance with 
methodology such as in 
GLVIA3 (Landscape 
Institute, 2013) and TGN 
06/19 (Landscape 
Institute, 2019). 

June to December 
2021 

Appendix 15.1 

Viewpoint photography 
and night-time 
photography. 

Coastal parts of 
Aberdeenshire, Angus, Fife, 
East Lothian, Scottish 
Borders, Northumberland 
and Northumberland Coast 
AONB.  

Viewpoint photography 
in accordance with 
methodology such as in 
GLVIA3 (Landscape 
Institute, 2013) and TGN 
06/19 (Landscape 
Institute, 2019). 

January 2022 Appendix 15.1 

http://marine.gov.scot/datafiles
https://www.nature.scot/national-coastal-character-map
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/listing-scheduling-and-designations/gardens-and-designed-landscapes/
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/listing-scheduling-and-designations/gardens-and-designed-landscapes/
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/listing-scheduling-and-designations/gardens-and-designed-landscapes/
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15.7. BASELINE ENVIRONMENT  

15.7.1. INTRODUCTION 

23. An overview of the current baseline conditions for seascape, landscape and visual amenity is outlined in 

this section and then subsequently described in further detail within each of the main receptors in the 

assessment in Section 15.11. 

24. The baseline provides a ‘description of the relevant aspects of the current state of the environment 

(baseline scenario)’ as required by the EIA Regulations. The ‘relevant aspects’ for seascape, landscape 

and visual are considered to be those that may be changed by the Proposed Development, either through 

physical effects or visibility/views of the Proposed Development. 

25. In line with GLVIA3 (Landscape Institute, 2013), the baseline therefore ‘establishes the area in which the 

development may be visible’ in order to define the relevant aspects of the current seascape, landscape 

and visual environment of the SLVIA Study Area. 

15.7.2. VISUAL BASELINE – VIEWS AND VISUAL AMENITY 

Introduction 

26. The baseline visual resource experienced from the Scottish coastline within the SLVIA study area is 

diverse. It ranges from the remote high cliffs at St Abbs and nearby landscape features such as North 

Berwick Law, which afford elevated and distant views; to the rocky but more settled coastlines of East 

Lothian and Fife; and the lower lying deposition coasts of Fife, which retain open sea views but are less 

elevated; and the outer Firth of Forth and Firth of Tay, which have land to land views across the Fi rths. 

27. From the remote high cliffs at St Abbs, there are wide elevated views directed along the coast and out to 

open sea, where there are exhilarating and awe-inspiring coastlines due to the height of cliffs giving 

elevated and distant views. From the rocky coastlines of East Lothian and Fife the views over the North 

Sea are generally wide and open, but settlements and built features often appear at regular intervals 

providing foci along the coast, and shipping is a common feature seen out to sea. From the deposition 

coasts of Fife, which are low lying, views are long and expansive along sandy beaches and extend out to 

the North Sea. The outer Firth of Forth and Firth of Tay have land to land views across the Firths, while 

also retaining open views east out to sea. Views from the outer Firths often focus on distinctive islands 

(such as Bass Rock/Isle of May), and land on either side of the Firths is a focus, with settlements, and 

often masts and other infrastructure located on ridges, forming significant features in views. 

28. An initial understanding of the baseline visual resource of the Northumberland coast is provided in the 

Seascape Character Assessment for the North-East Inshore and Offshore Marine Plan Areas (MMO, 

2018), which describes the ‘Expansive undeveloped vistas out to the wider North Sea and islands, marked 

by distant ships and fishing vessels, as well as views from the sea and islands (recreational boat routes) 

back to the coast where the fortified castles form dramatic and iconic features on the skyline. Scenic views 

gained along, the undeveloped Heritage Coast’. It also identifies the ‘High levels of intervisibility between 

inland high points, such as Halidon Hill or Ros Castle, low-lying sandy beaches (Goswick Sands and Budle 

Bay) and the Farne Islands offshore’. 

29. The Berwick Bank seascape (MCA26) in which the Proposed Development is located covers an expansive 

offshore area of water located off the coast of Northumberland, where the visual baseline is described as 

being influenced by shipping activity (although less so than seascapes to the south), where the 

Northumberland coast ‘is visible from the westernmost parts of the MCA, with coastal landmarks providing 

orientation for seafarers’ and forming ‘part of the wider maritime setting to the Northumberland Coast 

AONB and North Northumberland Heritage Coast’ (MMO. 2018). 

30. The Proposed Development represents the next phase of wind farm development within the outer Firth of 

Forth, with the first phase formed by the under construction Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 offshore 

wind farms, which introduce offshore wind farm development to the baseline seascape and visual context 

to the west, north-west and north of the Proposed Development, and are situated between the Proposed 

Development array area and the coastline.   

Blade Tip ZTV 

31. The visual baseline is largely defined by the ZTV shown in Figure 15.6. The ZTV shows the main area in 

which the Proposed Development would theoretically be visible, highlighting the locations where different 

groups of people who may experience views of wind turbines located within the Proposed Development 

Array Area and assisting in the identification of viewpoints where they may be affected. The ZTVs shown 

in Figure 15.5 to Figure 15.13 are based on wind turbines of 355 m to blade tip (above LAT) and represents 

the Maximum Design Scenario (MDS) for the SLVIA. The blade tip ZTV illustrates where there would be 

no visibility of these wind turbines, as well as areas where there will be lower or higher numbers of wind 

turbines theoretically visible. 

32. The ZTV illustrates the ‘bare ground’ situation based on an Ordnance Survey (OS) terrain model and does 

not take into account the screening effects of vegetation, buildings, or other local features that may prevent 

or reduce visibility. By using a bare ground elevation model, the results will be an over-representation of 

maximum visibility, as many could, in reality, be blocked by surface features not included in the model.  

33. The blade tip ZTV shows the areas of highest theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development will be 

from the North Sea within the Proposed Development Array Area and from the surrounding areas of the 

North Sea extending out to approximately 45-50 km, beyond which visibility experienced by users of the 

sea decreases with the influence of the earth’s curvature, which reduces visibility of the wind turbines at 

longer distances and from the low-lying seascape. 

34. The blade tip ZTV also illustrates the main coastal landscapes of the SLVIA where there is theoretical 

visibility of the Proposed Development. These areas of visibility have the potential to extend over relatively 

wide terrestrial areas extending from Aberdeenshire in the north to Northumberland in the south, along the 

coastlines of the outer Firth Forth and Firth of Tay, with the closest areas of visibility from terrestrial areas 

being: 

• Aberdeenshire coastline between Stonehaven and St Cyrus, at distances from 40.1 km at the closest point 

(Milton Head near Johnshaven); 

• Angus coastline between Montrose Bay, Lunan Bay, Arbroath, Carnoustie, Budden Ness, and the outer 

Firth of Tay at distances from 34.1 km at the closest point (near Red Head); 

• Fife coast between Tentsmuir, Fife Ness and St Monan’s at distances from 36.6 km at the closest point 

(Fife Ness); 

• East Lothian coastline between North Berwick, Dunbar and Torness at distances from 42.7 km at the 

closest point (where East Lothian meets Scottish Borders near Cove); 

• Scottish Borders from Cockburnspath extending along the elevated cliffs between Cove / Pease Bay to St 

Abbs Head and Eyemouth at distances of 33.3 km at the closest point at St Abbs Head; and 

• Northumberland coast between Berwick-upon-Tweed, Holy Island and Seahouses on the southern edge 

of the SLVIA study area, at distances from 38.5 km at the closest point near Lamberton. 

35. The area of theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development becomes more fragmented from the 

hinterland and inland areas of the SLVIA study area, where views of the sea become increasingly screened 

either by adjacent rising land or coastal landforms. Theoretical visibility does extend into some of the more 

elevated coastal farmlands of Aberdeenshire, Angus and Fife, and parts of the East Lothian coastal plain. 

Actual visibility from these hinterland and inland areas also becomes increasingly screened by vegetation, 

such as woodland and hedgerows, and / or built development and settlement. Visibility from streets, open 

spaces and low storey buildings within coastal, urban areas will typically be contained within the urban 

environment by surrounding built form, with most visibility of the Proposed Development likely to be 
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greatest at the coastal edge and sea front. There are a number of elevated landscapes affording very 

distant views of the sea from inland areas of the SLVIA study area, generally at much longer distances of 

50 km to 60 km from the Proposed Development, including the Mounth uplands of Aberdeenshire; the 

Lammermuir Hills of East Lothian and the Scottish Borders; and the Kyloe Hills of Northumberland.  

Visual Receptors 

36. The principal visual receptors in the SLVIA study area are likely to be found along the closest sections of 

the Aberdeenshire, Angus, Fife, East Lothian, Scottish Borders and Northumberland coastlines. These 

include people within settlements, driving on roads, visitors to tourist facilities or historic environment 

assets, and people engaged in recreational activity such as those using walking and cyc le routes, 

including: 

• coastal settlements – including Montrose, Arbroath, St Andrews, St Abbs, settlements around the East 

Neuk of Fife, North Berwick, Dunbar, Cockburnspath, Coldingham, Eyemouth, Burnmouth and Berwick-

Upon-Tweed; 

• recreational routes - including walkers, equestrians and cyclists using the public rights of way network 

including long-distance trails such as the Fife Coastal Path, John Muir Way, Southern Upland Way, 

Berwickshire Coastal Path, Northumberland Coast Path as well as National Cycle Network (NCN) Routes 

1 and 76; 

• main transport routes - such as the A92, A917, A1, A1107 and the East Coast Mainline railway (ECML); 

• visitors to tourist facilities - such as beaches, public open space, common land, coastal caravan and 

camping sites; 

• visitors to historic environment assets - such as Dunnottar Castle, Tantallon Castle, Fast Castle, 

Lindisfarne Castle, Bamburgh Castle and Holy Island; 

• links golf courses on the study area coastline, including Stonehaven, Montrose, Arbroath, St Andrews, 

Kings Barns, Crail, Carnoustie, Archerfield, Winterfield, Eyemouth, Magdalene Fields, Goswick and 

Bamburgh Castle; and 

• nearshore recreational receptors – including motor cruising areas extending to the east towards the 

Proposed Development Array Area, as well as day boat trips to offshore islands such as the Isle of May 

and Bass Rock, and other recreation activities, such as kayaking and surfing that can be undertaken along 

the coast. 

Visibility 

37. Atmospheric conditions will affect visibility and therefore the ability of observers to see the Proposed 

Development from areas where theoretical visibility is indicated in the ZTV. A range of visibility conditions 

prevail in the SLVIA study area, at different locations, times of day/year and in different weather, ranging 

from the ‘Windswept coast with frequent ‘haar’, or coastal fog, caused by warmer moist air moving over 

the relatively cooler North Sea’ noted in MMO (2018) to the ‘northern quality of light often gives intense 

clarity in views’ described in NatureScot 2005. 

38. Whilst ZTV mapping can model the theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development, it is important to 

note that atmospheric conditions will affect visibility. The Met Office defines visibility as ‘the greatest 

distance at which an object can be seen and recognised in daylight, or at night could be seen if the general 

illumination were raised to a daylight level’ (Met Office, 2000). 

39. A quantitative description of the existing visibility is provided using METAR visibility data from the closest 

Met Office weather station at Inverbervie, to highlight potential trends in the visibility conditions of the 

Study Area. This ‘visibility data’ shows a 10-year average of the frequency of observations at measured 

distances from the station between January 2011 to December 2021.  

40. Visibility range and frequency is mapped in Figure 15.13, in the context of the wind farm array area site 

using visibility ranges based on Met Office visibility definitions: < 1 km Very Poor; 1 – 4 km Poor; 4 -10 km 

Moderate; 10 – 20 km Good; 20 – 40 km Very Good; 40 km > Excellent. The visibility range is shown in 

bands extending from the wind farm array area and is combined with the ZTV of the Proposed Development 

to show the likely frequency of visibility at difference distances, as shown in Table 15.7. 

Table 15.7: Frequency of Visibility at Different Distance Ranges as a Percentage 

Visibility (km) Yearly average 
visibility frequency 

Visibility range and 
definition 

% Visibility 
frequency (over 10 
years) 

Days per year 
visibility frequency 
(10 year average) 

0.00 => 0.99 6.23 <1 km Very poor 6.23 22.74 

1.00 => 1.99 1.02 1-4 km Poor 3.41 12.44 

2.00 => 2.99 1.12 

3.00 => 3.99 1.27 

4.00 => 4.99 1.31 4-10 km Moderate 10.45 38.14 

5.00 => 5.99 1.59 

6.00 => 6.99 1.74 

7.00 => 7.99 1.89 

8.00 => 8.99 1.88 

9.00 => 9.99 2.04 

10.00 => 10.99 2.06 10-20 km Good 19.27 70.33 

11.00 => 11.99 2.15 

12.00 => 12.99 2.06 

13.00 => 13.99 1.93 

14.00 => 14.99 1.97 

15.00 => 15.99 1.89 

16.00 => 16.99 1.86 

17.00 => 17.99 1.86 

18.00 => 18.99 1.83 

19.00 => 19.99 1.67 

20.00 => 20.99 1.67 20-40 km Very Good 32.08 117.09 

21.00 => 21.99 1.68 

22.00 => 22.99 1.65 

23.00 => 23.99 1.60 

24.00 => 24.99 1.61 

25.00 => 25.99 1.62 

26.00 => 26.99 1.54 

27.00 => 27.99 1.59 

28.00 => 28.99 1.62 

29.00 => 29.99 1.59 

30.00 => 34.99 7.80 

35.00 => 39.99 8.11 

40.00 => 44.99 8.32 40 – 50km Excellent 17.86 65.18 

45.00 => 49.99 9.54 

50.00 => 59.99 10.69 50 – 60 km Excellent 10.69 39.01 

60.00 => 69.99 0.00 

>= 70.00 0.00 > 60km Excellent 0 0 

41. Although there are limitations to how this data can be applied to judgements about windfarm visibility, the 

visibility data provides context for an evidence basis for evaluating the visibility of the Proposed 

Development in the prevailing conditions.  

42. The visibility of the Proposed Development that will be experienced by people will be influenced 

substantially by the prevailing weather and visibility conditions in the area. The visibility frequency data 

presented Table 15.7 provides an understanding about the amount of time when visibility is experienced 

at the distances required to see the Proposed Development and Figure 15.13 relates this visibility data to 

the geographic extent of the SLVIA Study Area.  
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43. The viewpoints included in the SLVIA range from 38.2 km to 60.1 km from the Proposed Development. 

The closest parts of the Angus, Fife and the Scottish Borders coastlines fall within 30-40 km of the 

Proposed Development. The Met Office data shows that visibility over 30 km occurs for approximately 44% 

of the time over the 10-year period. This equates to approximately 160 days per year on average when 

there is visibility beyond 30 km and when there may theoretically be visibility of the Proposed Development 

at this distance range.  

44. With increasing distance, the Met Office data shows that visibility frequency drops sharply  for excellent 

visibility at longer distances, such that: 

• ‘Excellent’ visibility of 40 - 50 km occurred for only approximately 18% of the time over the 10-year period. 

This would equate to approximately 65 days per year on average that there is visibility at 40 - 50 km range.  

• ‘Excellent’ visibility of 50 - 60 km occurred for only approximately 11% of the time over the 10-year period. 

This would equate to approximately 39 days per year on average that there is visibility at 50 - 60 km range. 

• There were no visibility recordings beyond 60 km in range.  

45. The Met Office visibility data allows some quantification of the likely frequency of visibility of the Proposed 

Development from individual viewpoints, based on the distance of each viewpoint location. The Met Office 

visibility frequency data is used to inform an assessment of the ‘likelihood of effect’ from each viewpoint in 

Section 15.11, to qualify any significant effects assessed in optimum visibility conditions with how likely  

they are to actually occur given the prevailing weather/ visibility conditions.  

46. Data analysed (OESEA, 2020) on patterns of seasonal variations on visibility illustrate a clear pattern 

within the visual ranges on a monthly basis. The summer months (June–September) experience a much 

larger ‘maximum percentage’ visual range in comparison to the winter months (November–February) which 

experience a much lower visual range. It is likely that more people will be viewing the seascape in the 

summer, and for more prolonged periods, due to holidays and weekend trips, and more equable weather 

conditions. There is a case that this should be weighted in consideration of frequency of visibility.  

Viewpoints 

47. Viewpoints have been compiled based on the ZTV for the Proposed Development, the landscape and 

visual receptors described above and informed by other projects and feedback from stakeholders 

contained in the Berwick Bank Scoping Opinion (Marine Scotland, March 2021)  with regard to the 2020 

Berwick Bank Scoping Report and subsequent consultation. In particular, Appendix I to the Scoping 

Opinion (Marine Scotland, 2021), including Consultation Representations and Advice from NatureScot, 

East Lothian Council, Scottish Borders Council and Northumberland County Council relating specifically 

to viewpoint locations for the SLVIA. 

48. Representative and illustrative viewpoints agreed for the visual assessment are identified in Table 15.8 

and mapped in Figure 15.5 to Figure 15.13. 

• Representative viewpoints – are selected to represent the experience of different types of visual receptor 

within an area where larger numbers of viewpoints cannot all be included. A combination of baseline 

panorama, cumulative wireline and full photomontage visualisations have been produced. Detailed 

assessment of the visual effects from these viewpoints that may experience significant visual effects is 

undertaken in the SLVIA, while others have been scoped out during the preliminary assessment, if no 

potential for significant effects is identified; and 

• Illustrative viewpoints – are chosen specifically to demonstrate a particular effect or specific issue 

(including restricted visibility). A baseline panorama and wireline visualisation (90 degrees field of view) 

will be produced, but a written assessment of the visual effects from these viewpoints will not be included 

in the SLVIA. 

Table 15.8: Viewpoints included in the SLVIA 

Viewpoint Grid reference Minimum distance 
to array area (km) 

 Geographic region 

Representative day-time viewpoints 

1. Johnshaven (NCN1) 379805 767077 48.3 Aberdeenshire  

2. Montrose 372676 757874 45.3 Angus  

3. St Andrews Cathedral 351574 716677 52.9 Fife  

4. Cambo Sands 360151 712424 44.8 Fife  

5. Fife Ness 363844 709760 41.7 Fife  

6. Crail 361046 707115 45.0 Fife  

7. North Berwick Law 355646 684240 56.0 East Lothian  

8. Tantallon Castle 359518 685062 52.2 East Lothian  

9. Tyninghame (Ravensheugh 
Sands) 

362925 681523 50.9 East Lothian  

10. Dunbar 367340 679291 48.4 East Lothian  

11. Skateraw 373778 675418 45.9 East Lothian  

12. Cove (Southern Upland Way) 
(SUW) 

378159 671670 45.6 Scottish Borders  

13. Fast Castle 386080 671025 40.4 Scottish Borders  

14. Tun Law 389406 669026 39.6 Scottish Borders  

15. St Abb's Head 391234 669168 38.2 Scottish Borders  

16. Eyemouth 394381 664966 39.1 Scottish Borders  

17. Berwick-upon-Tweed 400066 653309 46.0 Northumberland  

18 Cocklawburn Beach 402760 648631 49.4 Northumberland  

19. Lindisfarne Castle 413763 641757 53.7 Northumberland  

20. Bamburgh Castle 418344 635100 60.1 Northumberland  

21. Pencraig Brae 357454 676609 58.2 East Lothian  

22. Ewelair Hill 371834 665780 54.2 Scottish Borders  

Illustrative viewpoints 

A. Dunnottar Castle 387941 783806 60.6 Aberdeenshire  

B. Lunan Bay 369156 751526 43.8 Angus  

C. Arbroath 363921 740199 43.0 Angus  

D. Bell Rock Lighthouse 376223 726981 28.1 Fife  

E. St Monan's 353317 701844 53.2 Fife  

F. Isle of May 365579 699416 41.5 Isle of May  

Night-time viewpoints 

1. Johnshaven (NCN1) 379805 767077 48.3 Aberdeenshire  

2. Montrose 372674 757884 45.3 Angus  

5. Fife Ness 363844 709760 41.7 Fife  

10. Dunbar 367340 679291 48.4 East Lothian  

15. St Abb's Head 391235 669166 38.2 Scottish Borders  

18. Cocklawburn Beach 402760 648626 49.4 Northumberland  



                                    

 

 

Berwick Bank Wind Farm 13 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

49. The existing view and sensitivity to change for each of the above viewpoints is described in Section 15.11. 

Baseline photographic panoramas showing the existing view from each viewpoint are shown in Figure 

15.21 to Figure 15.75. 

Dark Skies and Night-time Lighting 

50. The baseline lighting conditions across the SLVIA study area vary considerably and there is no single data 

source that serves to provide a detailed or quantitative evidence base of the existing night-time lighting 

levels. The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) has produced interactive maps of the UK's light 

pollution and dark skies as part of a national mapping project (LUC/CPRE, 2016). The maps ar e divided 

into pixels, 400 metres x 400 metres, to show the amount of light shining up into the night sky from that 

area. This is measured by the satellite in nanowatts, which is then used to create a measure of night -time 

brightness. These have been categorised into colour bands to distinguish between different light levels. 

The maps do not show what the view of the night sky would be from the ground.  

51. The baseline lighting conditions quantified by CPRE are shown on Figure 15.14. The CPRE data shows 

that the coastal urbanised areas of Berwick-upon-Tweed, Eyemouth, Dunbar and North Berwick are the 

brightest light sources. Torness Power Station also appears as a contained but notable source of light 

along the coastal edge. Light sources strung out along the A1 join up the settlements along the East 

Lothian, Scottish Borders, and Northumberland coast. The relatively dark parts of East Lothian, Scottish 

Borders and Northumberland are located inland, across more sparsely settled landscapes, and elevated 

moorlands and hills on the western fringes of the study area. 

52. Across Fife, within the study area, there is a more even level of existing night -time lighting. St. Andrews, 

Leuchars and Newport on Tay are the brightest sources. The coastal settlements of Elie, St. Monans, 

Pittenweem, Anstruther and Crail are notable sources of light strung along the southern coastline of the 

East Neuk of Fife. Areas of relative darkness are contained to the more sparsely settled agricultural 

landscape and low uplands that lie broadly to the south of the A915.  

53. Within Angus, the urbanised area of Dundee has the greatest light influence, which extends outwards 

across its suburban context and surrounding landscape. The south-eastern coastline is influenced by a 

combination of light from Dundee, Carnoustie, Arbroath, and Montrose, leaving a very contained area of 

relative darkness around parts of Lunan Bay. Further inland, there are some contained areas of relative 

darkness around Montreathmont Moor and within sparsely settled upland areas; although further west 

there is a transition to areas influenced by light sources from the settlements strung out along the A90 

including Forfar, Brechin, and Laurencekirk. Further north along the Angus coast, settlements are more 

widely distributed with notable sources of light arising from Inverbervie and Stonehaven, with some areas 

of relative darkness between these urban areas. 

15.7.3. WIND ENERGY BASELINE 

54. In accordance with GLVIA3 (Landscape Institute, 2013) (para 7.13), existing offshore and onshore wind 

farms and those which are under construction are included in the baseline for both landscape and visual 

effects assessments. These projects are shown in Figure 15.16 and Table 15.42. 

55. Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm is under construction offshore as of August 2020 and is expected to 

be operational in 2023. Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm (Seagreen 1) is under construction offshore and is 

also expected to be operational in 2023. As they are both currently under-construction and expected to be 

operational before the Proposed Development starts construction offshore, in accordance with GLVIA3, 

both Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 are assumed to be part of the baseline i.e., they are assumed to 

be operational for the purposes of the SLVIA.  

56. A screening request has been submitted for a s36C variation to Seagreen 1 (SWEL, 2022) (‘Seagreen 1 

variation’) to increase the wind turbine parameters of 36 wind turbines which have not yet been 

constructed. Seagreen 1 variation (Figure 15.16) is considered as part of the cumulative effects 

assessment in Section 15.12 and does not form part of the baseline. Only the 114 under-construction 

Seagreen 1 wind turbines (herein referred to as ‘Seagreen 1’) are assumed to form part of the baseline in 

this SLVIA.  

57. The baseline photographs shown in Figures 15.21 – 15.48 (Appendix 15.2) were taken prior to the 

completion of construction of Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1, therefore the Neart na Gaoithe and 

Seagreen 1 wind turbines and their aviation lights have been added (i.e., photomontaged) into the baseline 

photographs to visually represent their appearance as part of the baseline. The theoretical extent of 

visibility of Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 in the baseline is shown in the ZTVs in Figure 15.17 and 

Figure 15.18. Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 will introduce offshore wind farm development to the 

baseline seascape context to the north and west of the Proposed Development (Figure 15.16) and are 

often situated between the Proposed Development array area and the coastline.    

58. Neart na Gaoithe is located approximately 15.5km east of Fife Ness and 29 km from the East Lothian coast 

at Thorntonloch. Neart na Gaoithe was assessed as resulting in moderate (significant) effects on coastal 

character from east Fife (Neart na Gaoithe Offshore Wind, 2018), particularly between St Andrew’s to Fife 

Ness (SA12 and LLA) and the east Neuk of Fife (SA13 and LLA), where Neart na Gaoithe impacts the 

characteristic relationship between the coasts, sea and islands in the Forth  (including the Forth Island 

LLA). At night, wind turbine lighting was assessed as likely to alter the character of darker coastal 

landscapes and give rise to moderate (significant) effects on coastal character in eastern Fife (SA12 and 

SA13). Major effects on visual amenity were assessed within 22km and up to moderate effects within 35 

km (Neart na Gaoithe Offshore Wind, 2018), with significant effects identified on high sensitivity viewers 

at the coastal edge. The most distant significant effects were identified where Neart na Gaoithe would be 

seen in the context of existing focal points in the view, such as inshore islands and the Bass Rock. 

Significant effects on views at night resulting from the Neart na Gaoithe aviation lighting were also identified 

from high-sensitivity coastal locations at up to 30 km, beyond which, the lights were assessed as becoming 

increasingly distant point sources and were not predicted to be particularly noticeable features.   

59. Seagreen 1 is located approximately 27 km from the closest part of the Angus coastline (Long Craig, near 

Montrose). Seagreen 1 was assessed as resulting in some visual effects upon the seascape neighbouring 

the Angus coastline (SWEL, 2018), including significant (major-moderate) effects on visual amenity at two 

viewpoints from St Cyrus and Braehead of Lunan, however the assessment identified no significant effects 

on coastal character as a result of Seagreen 1, and effects were assessed as generally limited by the 

distance that Seagreen 1 is located away from the nearest coastline, its siting within a clearly defined 

offshore environment, the horizontal linearity, flatness and openness of the seascape, and the levels of 

visibility at such distances. Night time lighting of the WTGs for navigation and aviation was not anticipated 

to be visible from land (SWEL, 2018), however this finding is not substantiated by current understanding 

of the visibility of offshore wind far aviation lighting at comparable distances and the Seagreen 1 aviation 

lights are expected to be visible from the closest sections of the Angus and Aberdeenshire coastlines, 

although are not expected to be visible at longer distances from Fife and East Lothian . 

15.7.4. COASTAL CHARACTER 

Overview 

60. The Proposed Development array area covers an offshore area of 1,010 km2 located within the North Sea, 

approximately 33.3 km from the closest section of the mainland Scottish coastline at St Abb’s Head (Figure 

15.3). Broadly, the SLVIA Study Area is formed by the North Sea, the east coast of Scotland  and north-

east coast of England (Northumberland), consisting of a variety of seascapes of remote high cliffs, rocky 

coasts, deposition coastlines of sandy beaches/dunes and the inner and outer Firth of Tay and Forth.  
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61. The seascapes of the SLVIA study area are varied and interesting seascapes, which are valued nat ural 

and cultural assets. They contain important habitats, contribute to the setting of locally designated coastal 

landscapes; are important for recreation along the coast and as seaside resorts; and contribute to the 

culture and identity of local communities. The seascape is visually unified, with an expansive open 

character, but the character is influenced by the presence of vessels crossing these waters, to and from 

coastal ports within the Firth of Forth and Firth of Tay, which are often visible from the shore. 

Seascape / Coastal / Landscape Character Approach 

62. The Marine Policy Statement (MPS) (UK Government, 2011) states “references to seascape should be 

taken as meaning landscapes with views of the coast or seas, and coasts and the adjacent marine 

environment with cultural, historical and archaeological links with each other” . 

63. In England, seascape characterisation includes both the sea surface and what lies below the waterline, 

however in Scotland, ‘the focus is on the coast and its interaction with the  sea and hinterland, relationships 

that are quite distinctive in the Scottish context’ (NatureScot, 2018).  

64. Given the definition in the MPS and the NatureScot coastal character assessment guidance, the 

assessment of seascape character effects in this SLVIA focuses on areas of onshore landscape with views 

of the coast or seas/marine environment, in other words the ‘coastal character’, on the premise that the 

most important effect of offshore wind farms is on the perception of the character of the coast. Receptors 

at sea have been scoped out of the SLVIA as, due to the open nature of views from open sea, consideration 

of receptors along the coastline are considered appropriate for the purposes of the SLVIA.  

65. Coastal character is the ‘distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of elements on the coast, land and 

sea that makes one part of the coast different from another’ (NatureScot, 2018) and is made up of the 

margin of the coastal edge, its immediate hinterland and areas of sea.  

66. The extent of the coast is principally influenced by the dominance of the sea in terms of physical 

characteristics, views and experience. The landward extent of the coast can be narrow where edged by 

cliffs or settlement; or broad where it includes raised beaches, dunes or more open coastal pasture or 

machair. The major determinant in defining the landward and seaward components of the coast is the sea 

- the key characteristic. 

67. Regional Coastal Character Areas (CCAs) are appropriate for the assessment of effects on coastal 

character. The coastal character of the SLVIA study area within Scotland is defined at the regional level 

within the Regional Seascape Character Assessment Aberdeen to Holy Island (Forth and Tay Offshore 

Windfarm Developer Group, 2011).  

68. The Regional Seascape Character Areas defined in the Forth and Tay Offshore Wind Developers Group 

Seascape Character Assessment are considered to equate to Regional CCAs as defined in the subsequent 

NatureScot Coastal Character Assessment Guidance (NatureScot, 2018) i.e., recognisable geographical 

areas with a consistent overall character at a strategic scale. Regional CCAs are shown as a simple colour 

line along the coast on a 1:50,000 scale OS map (Figure 15.3). 

69. Due to its scale, distance from shore and extent of visibility, it is necessary to consider the effects of the 

Proposed Development on both coastal character and landscape character.  

70. The effect of the Proposed Development on coastal (seascape) character is considered within the 

boundaries of defined coastal character areas (CCAs) and the immediately adjacent landscape character 

type (LCT) covering its hinterland, as defined in Figure 15.3, where there is a strong visual relationship 

with the sea/tidal waters and coastal landscapes such as dunes or cliffs.  

71. The effect of the Proposed Development on landscape character is considered on LCTs outside and inland 

of these CCAs and coastal LCTs, where there may be some intervisibility of the Proposed Development, 

but where the land is unlikely to have a strong visual relationship with the sea/tidal waters. These LCTs 

are identified in Figure 15.3. In general, they are considered unlikely to experience significant character 

effects as a result of the Proposed Development because it is located in the sea, and these landscapes 

do not have a strong visual relationship with the sea and their character is fundamentally defined by other 

characteristics. 

Coastal Character - Scotland 

72. The coastal character of the SLVIA study area within Scotland is defined in Figure 15.3, which shows the 

boundaries of defined CCAs and the immediately adjacent LCT covering its hinterland, as defined in Figure 

15.3, where there is a strong visual relationship with the sea/tidal waters and coastal landscapes such as 

dunes or cliffs. These CCAs and their associated coastal LCTs, as listed in Table 15.9, form the baseline 

coastal characterisation and mapping for the SLVIA, against which the seascape effects of the Proposed 

Development are assessed. 

Table 15.9: CCAs and Associated Coastal LCTs in Scotland 

CCA LCT 
Aberdeenshire  

SA3 Cove Bay to Milton Ness 11. Fragmented Rocky Coast 

Angus  

SA4 Montrose Bay 388. Beaches, Dunes and Links (Tayside) 
13. Raised Beach Coast (Aberdeenshire) 

SA5 Long Craig 389. Cliffs & Rocky Coast (Tayside) 

SA6 Lunan Bay 388. Beaches, Dunes and Links (Tayside) 

SA7 Land Craig to Deil’s Head 389. Cliffs & Rocky Coast (Tayside) 

SA8 Arbroath to Monifieth 388. Beaches, Dunes and Links (Tayside) 

Fife  

SA9 Dundee 0. Urban 

SA10 Inner Firth of Tay 192. Coastal Hills (Fife) 
195. Coastal Braes. 

SA11 St Andrews Bay 196. Coastal Flats (Fife) 

SA12 St Andrews to Fife Ness 192. Coastal Hills (Fife) 
193. Coastal Terraces (Fife)  
194. Coastal Cliffs 

SA13 East Neuk of Fife 193. Coastal Terraces (Fife) 

SA14 Kirkcaldy & Largo Bay 196. Coastal Flats (Fife) 
185. Pronounced Hills and Crags. 

East Lothian  

SA16. Edinburgh to Gullane 278. Coastal Terrace (Lothians) 

SA17 Eyebroughty to Torness Point 277. Coastal Margins (Lothians) 
278. Coastal Terrace (Lothians) 

Scottish Borders  

SA18 Torness Point to St Abbs Head 110. Coastal Farmland (Borders) 
112. Coastal Moorland (Borders)  

SA19 St Abbs Head to Eyemouth 110. Coastal Farmland (Borders)  
121. Coastal Valley 

SA20 Eyemouth to Berwick upon Tweed 111. Coastal Pasture 

 

73. A description of the baseline landscape character and sensitivity to change for  each of the above CCAs 

that are identified in the preliminary assessment (Table 15.26) as requiring detailed assessment, is set out 

in Section 15.11. An overview of the coastal character in each local authority region in the SLVIA study 

area is provided below. 
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Aberdeenshire – overview of coastal character 

74. The 40 km section of coastline from Cove Bay in the north to the headland of Milton Ness, south of the 

village of Johnshaven (SA3), comprises a predominantly rocky shore backed by cliffs or steep slopes, 

giving way to a predominantly agricultural hinterland with several settlements including the town of 

Stonehaven. Largely straight, the long, east-facing coastline has many small indentations and few 

significant headlands. The predominantly rocky shoreline is narrow and interspersed with small coves and 

shingle beaches backed by cliffs and steep slopes. Larger beaches lie at Inverbervie Bay and Stonehaven. 

The agricultural hinterland has occasional areas of semi-natural vegetation such as the heathland of 

Findon Moor. Settlement includes the towns of Portlethen, Newtonhill, Stonehaven, and Inverbervie; and 

smaller coastal fishing villages and harbours including Catterline, Gourdon, and Johnshaven.  

Angus – overview of coastal character 

75. From St Cyrus and Milton Ness, Montrose Bay (SA4) extends approximately 8 km to the outflow of the 

River South Esk at Montrose, beyond the mouth of the North Esk. The wide, sandy beach is backed by a 

line of dunes and grassland and a mostly flat agricultural hinterland. Coniferous plantations lie to the south 

of the North Esk River and the coastal town of Montrose has a port with industrial development. Heughs 

of St Cyrus and St Cyrus National Nature Reserve is located along this section of coast.  

76. A low-lying, rocky headland with a rocky foreshore (SA5: Long Craig) backed by a gently sloping 

agricultural hinterland occasionally extending to the coastline stretches south from Scurdie Ness to Lunan 

Bay to the south. Tree cover is sparse and mainly concentrated around Usan House, with scattered 

farmsteads and the landmark of Scurdie Ness lighthouse. 

77. Lunan Bay (SA6) lies to the south of Montrose. A broad sandy beach backed by dunes and framed by low 

cliffs to the north and south, it extends between Boddin Point and the Lang Craig. In the middle of the bay 

Lunan Water empties into the sea. Woodland and shelter belts are concentrated on Lunan. The popular 

beach has traditional salmon fishing nets staked into the sand and is overlooked by the 15th Century ruins 

of Red Castle. 

78. South of Lunan Bay, a continuous stretch of tall sea cliffs and associated rocky coastl ine (SA7: Lang Craig 

To The Deil’s Heid) lies between Lang Craig, and Whiting Ness at the eastern edge of Arbroath by St 

Ninian’s Well. The Old Red sandstone cliffs display a range of erosion features, and small, narrow shingle 

beaches are located on the rock platform at Auchmithie, Carlingheugh Bay and Castlesea Bay. A strongly 

contrasting hinterland comprises sloping agricultural land with limited areas of grassland at the cliff tops 

supporting rare plant species. The coastline is important for conservation, has geological interest and much 

of it is designated as a SSSI. 

79. Between Whiting Ness and the eastern edge of Monifieth, the coastline is low lying with extensive rock -

cut platforms interspersed with sections of sandy beach and dunes, particularly at Barry Links (SA8: 

Arbroath To Monifieth).  The well-settled coast includes the towns of Arbroath, Carnoustie and Monifieth. 

The Dundee to Aberdeen railway line runs adjacent to the coastline. Golf links including the Championship 

course at Carnoustie provide often coniferous tree cover. Larger areas of woodland lie within Barry Links, 

also an MOD training ground. 

80. Dundee (SA9) lies on the coastline between Monifieth and Invergowrie. This coastal edge is almost entirely 

developed with urban development, industry, bridges and other infrastructure including a railway and 

airport. Here, views focus on the Tay, and inland on the Sidlaw Hills. Beaches around Monifieth and 

Broughty Ferry are well-used for recreation. 

81. South of Invergowrie the long and narrow Firth of Tay (SA10) has extensive intertidal mudflats and 

sandbank, and narrow shingle and cobble beaches. Behind the north bank’s extensive reed beds is the 

Carse of Gowrie, a broad swathe of low-lying agricultural land bisected by the A90 and backed by the 

Sidlaw Hills. The south bank comprises a narrow strip with areas of low cliffs, rising to relatively low-lying 

wooded and occasionally rocky, hills including the Ochils. The area is comparatively sparsely settled and 

includes linear coastal settlement at Newport on Tay between Tay Bridge and Tay Road Bridge. 

Fife – overview of coastal character 

82. St Andrews Bay (SA11) extends southwards from Tayport to St Andrews via Tentsmuir Point and includes 

the Eden Estuary and West Sands. Here the coastal aspect and elevation changes abruptly, marking the 

transition from the long, sandy bay to the rocky foreshore of St Andrews. Eden Estuary has expansive 

intertidal shores, while Tentsmuir has significant dune systems, large areas of sandbars at Tentsmuir Point; 

and the extensive coniferous Tentsmuir Forest. The hinterland remains low-lying and agricultural with 

scattered farmsteads and golf links courses at the edge of St Andrews. 

83. From St Andrews to Fife Ness (SA12), the open and exposed coastline of rocks and low cliffs is back ed 

by a gently sloping agricultural hinterland. The diverse coastal edge includes small sandy bays, extensive 

wave-cut rock platforms, low cliffs and narrow, wooded dens. Buddo Ness and Kinkell Ness are small rocky 

headlands. Inland the agricultural landscape gently undulates.  The historic settlement of St Andrews is a 

landmark and focus for recreational uses along the coastline. 

84. The coast of the East Neuk of Fife (SA13) from the headland of Fife Ness to Chapel Ness near Earlsferry, 

is generally low lying and rocky coastline with shingle beaches. This exposed landscape has distinctive 

red sandstone cliffs and soils, reflected in the busy harbours and pantile roofing of the small traditional 

fishing villages regularly dispersed along the coast. 

85. East of the island of Inchkeith, the Forth widens greatly, forming wide bays to north and south. The wide 

northern bay, Largo Bay, extends from Chapel Ness to Pettycur by Kinghorn (SA14: Kirkcaldy And Largo 

Bay). This generally low-lying coast of sandy beaches and bays. Larger coastal settlements with an 

industrial character lie along the coast which has areas of reclaimed land protected by coastal defences.  

East Lothian – overview of coastal character 

86. The built-up shoreline from Edinburgh to Gullane (SA16) includes Leith Docks, Portobello, Musselburgh, 

and Cockenzie and Port Seton. It becomes less developed along the East Lothian coast to the small island 

of Eyebroughy. This section of generally low-lying coast around a broad bay includes docks, harbours, and 

commercial development, to the west; and open sandy bays with extensive sand and mudflats and dune 

systems, with small coastal settlements, to the east. The coast’s northerly aspect often restricts views to 

the Firth of Forth. The less developed coast includes designed landscapes and popular, accessible 

recreational areas, including Gullane Bay and Aberlady Bay nature reserve.  

87. The north facing coastline continues from Eyebroughy, west of North Berwick, becoming more north -

easterly towards Torness Point (SA17). This generally low-lying coast comprises alternating rocky 

headlands and sandy pocket bays, backed by relatively unfragmented and flat agricultural land. Relatively 

low tree cover allows extensive views across the flat terrain that is relatively densely settled by the towns 

of Dunbar and North Berwick. Major roads and rail forms prominent linear features broadly following the 

coast while a cement works and Torness Power Station are prominent in the area. The coastal scenery is 

diverse and the coastline sheltered, making it a popular recreational coast. 

88. Torness Power Station is located south-east of Dunbar at Torness Point and was scheduled to be 

decommissioned in 2023.  However, the operation lifespan of the power station was recently extended to 

2028, when it will then be decommissioned.  Given the scale and complexity of this facility, as well as the 

hazardous nature of the materials used on the site, the decommissioning process would be lengthy and 

the power station is expected to remain in its current form for years beyond 2028.  Decommissioning of 

the power station could result in a number of future offshore renewable energy proposals or other electricity 

generating proposals given the national grid infrastructure currently in place for Torness that would 

subsequently be unused. 
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89. The north-easterly aspect of the coastline continues from Torness Point to St Abb’s Head (SA 18). This 

barren landscape is exposed in character with dramatic open sea views from a coastline of high, near 

vertical cliffs, sometimes visibly carved into strongly-folded sedimentary rocks. A pocket beach lies at 

Pease Sands. Behind the coast, the predominantly agricultural landscape has a varied field pattern with 

occasional hedgerow trees on lower ground. Scrub is common on steeper slopes and exposed locations. 

Settlement comprises farmsteads widely dispersed along minor roads and the village of Cocksburnpath, 

inland near the coastal edge. Views out to the North Sea from this section of coast are contained by 

Torness Point and St Abb’s Head to the north and south, respectively. 

Scottish Borders – overview of coastal character 

90. The short section of coast from St Abb’s Head to Eyemouth (SA 19) is diverse and rugged with high sea 

cliffs that give it a barren, exposed character.  The coastal edge rises to isolated volcanic cliffs at St Abb’s 

Head, which encloses dramatic open views to the North Sea. The popular headland is solely accessible 

via footpaths. Coastal settlement lies in sheltered folds at Coldingham, Eyemouth and St Abbs. Inland, 

farmsteads widely dispersed along minor roads lie within the large rolling countryside with wooded areas. 

Transport corridors run along the clifftops. The Berwickshire Coast Path runs alongside the coast.  

91. The relatively linear coastline from Eyemouth to Berwick-upon-Tweed (SA 20) mainly comprises rocky 

cliffs with several small headlands, including Agate Point and Horse Head, and an enclosed harbour at 

Burnmouth. Inland, the open and undulating landscape is medium to large scale.  

Coastal Character - England 

92. The character of the English coastline within the SLVIA study area is described at a national scale in the 

Seascape Character Assessment for the North East Inshore and Offshore Marine Plan Areas (MMO, 2018), 

by CCA (Forth and Tay Offshore Windfarm Developer Group, 2011) and onshore LCTs in the 

Northumberland County Council Landscape Character Assessment (Northumberland County Council, 

2010). 

93. In order to allow consistency of baseline description and assessment with the Scottish part of the Special 

Landscape Area (SLA) study area, the baseline description of the coastal character of the Northumberland 

coast is based on ‘SA21 Berwick-upon-Tweed to Holy Island’ (Figure 15.3) (Forth and Tay Offshore 

Windfarm Developer Group, 2011) and is supplemented by the baseline information provided in the 

Northumberland County Council Landscape Character Assessment (Northumberland County Council, 

2010) and Seascape Character Assessment for the North East Inshore and Offshore Marine Plan Areas 

(MMO, 2018). Berwick-upon-Tweed overlooks the North Sea with Eyemouth containing views north. The 

busy A1 and ECML closely follow the coast while the Berwickshire Coast Path runs close to the shoreline.  

94. These CCAs, MCAs and associated coastal LCTs in England are listed in Table 15.10 and form the 

baseline coastal characterisation and mapping for the SLVIA, against which the seascape effects of the 

Proposed Development are assessed. 

Table 15.10: CCAs, MCAs and Associated Coastal LCTs in England 

CCA MCA LCT 
Northumberland   

SA21 Berwick-upon-Tweed to Holy Island MCA23 Rural Northumberland and 
Coastal Waters 

1a. Broad River Mouth: Tweed River 
Mouth 
5a. Sandy Coastline: Holy Island Coast 

 MCA23 Rural Northumberland and 
Coastal Waters  

4b Rocky Coastline: Farne Islands Coast 

 MCA25 Farne Deeps No associated coastal LCT 

 MCA26 Berwick Bank No associated coastal LCT 

 MCA28 Shallow Hole Plain No associated coastal LCT 

 

95. A description of the baseline landscape character and sensitivity to change for each of the above CCAs 

that are identified in the preliminary assessment (Table 15.26) as requiring detailed assessment, is set out 

in Section 15.11. An overview of the coastal character in the Northumberland region in the SLVIA study 

area is provided below. 

Northumberland – overview of coastal character 

96. The low-lying coastline between Berwick-upon-Tweed and Holy Island (SA 21) has a narrow, windswept 

coastal plain with wide views east towards the sea. The coastal scenery is diverse with spectacular high 

cliffs, offshore islands, and rocky headlands to the north; and wide sweeping sandy bays backed by sand 

dunes and intertidal flats, to the south. The landscape behind the coast is predominantly intensively farmed 

arable land with limited tree cover, and permanent pasture/semi-natural grassland typical of the valleys 

and coastal fringes. The River Tweed crosses the coastal plain at Berwick-upon-Tweed. Settlement 

comprises a dispersed pattern of isolated farmsteads, small, nucleated villages, fishing villages and small 

coastal resort towns. Berwick-upon-Tweed and Holy Island are distinctive features of the coast. Prominent 

medieval castles, fortifications and religious buildings reflects the h istoric ecclesiastical influence, and 

strategic importance of this coastline. The shoreline south of Berwick-upon-Tweed comprises Lindisfarne 

National Nature Reserve. The Northumberland Coast Path runs parallel to the coast.  

97. The key coastal landscape character areas in the Northumberland part of the SLVIA study area form the 

North Northumberland Coastal Plain: 

• 1a. Broad River Mouth - Tweed River Mouth; 

• 3a. Haggerston; 

• 4a. North Tweed Coast; and 

• 5a. Holy Island Coast. 

98. The coastline from the border with Scotland north of Berwick-upon-Tweed to Newbiggin Point (MCA 23: 

Rural Northumberland and Coastal Waters) consists of long crescent-shaped sandy bays and rocky 

headlands with offshore islands. The shallow inshore waters include the coastal lagoon behind Holy Island, 

and rocky outcrops of the sea form Coquet Island and the Farne Islands. Settlements and small harbours 

are associated with bays scattered along the coast. Lighthouses at Coquet Island, Longstone and Farne 

are notable, particularly at night within the dark skies of this relatively remote coast. While shipping lanes 

lie well off the coast, inshore waters are characterised by smaller fishing and recreational vessels. Coastal 

views encompass the largely undeveloped landscape and open sea horizons, with distinctive features 

including offshore islands and fortified castles at Warkworth, Dunstanburgh, Bamburgh. The island of 

Lindisfarne and its connecting causeway is particularly notable. Much of this coastline falls wi thin the 

Northumberland Coast AONB and North Northumberland Heritage Coast.  

99. The seascape area located off the coast of Newcastle upon Tyne and Sunderland (MCA 25: Farne Deeps) 

does not have an adjacent coastline and is distinguished from the area to the north (MCA 26: Berwick 

Bank) by generally deeper water often over 80 m in depth. The seascape has a distant visual relationship 

with the coast and Tyne Estuary to the west. The movement of large ships and smaller recreational yachts 

further out to sea, strongly influences the area. As the deepest open water in the region, the sea 

environment is rich and supports a productive fishing industry. Oil rigs are located further offshore. This 

seascape may be visible from parts of the Northumberland National Park and North Northumberland 

Heritage Coast. 

100. Off the coast of Northumberland, the offshore area of water (MCA 26: Berwick Bank) is distinguished from 

Farne Deeps (MCA 25) by its generally shallower water. Clearly influenced by the coast in the west of the 

area, the east is typically exposed and remote. Closer to the coast are important fishing grounds and 

numerous wrecks as well as a firing practice range. Tidal races and currents associated with sudden 

changes in depth and undersea glacial features such as Berwick Bank occur in the west and north. This 
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offshore area is inter-visible with the Northumberland Coast AONB and North Northumberland Heritage 

Coast. 

101. The extensive offshore area of open waters over a deep plain of approximately 70 -90 m with occasional 

deeply incised troughs (MCA 28: Shallow Hole Plain), is bounded by the transition to Scottish waters; the 

offshore North Sea oilfields; and the reduced water depth of Dogger Bank to the north, east and south, 

respectively. The seascape includes part of the distant offshore North Sea. Shipping activity en route to 

continental European ports and oil platforms lies further east. 

15.7.5. LANDSCAPE DESIGNATIONS  

Designated Sites/Defined Areas 

102. The Proposed Development is located beyond the boundaries of any areas subject to in ternational, 

national or regional landscape designation in Scotland and England intended to protect landscape quality. 

Certain designated landscapes or defined areas found within the study area in Scotland and England have 

been designated or defined due to their scenic qualities or historic landscape qualities and are of relevance 

to the SLVIA as shown in Figure 15.4. 

103. The landscape of certain parts of the SLVIA Study Area have been designated or defined due to their 

scenic qualities or historic landscape qualities as shown in Figure 15.4. The ZTV has been used to identify 

landscape designations and defined areas within the SLVIA Study Area that may have visibility of the 

Proposed Development, as shown in Figure 15.10. All other landscape designations or defined areas that 

are not within the ZTV are scoped out of the SLVIA and are not considered further  (as there is no potential 

for the Proposed Development to result in effects on receptors outside the ZTV). 

104. Designated sites and defined areas identified for the SLVIA chapter are described in Table 15.11 below. 

Table 15.11: Landscape Designations and Defined Areas 

Designation Site 

Gardens and Designed Landscapes (GDL)  

 1. Baxter Park 

2. Craig House 

3. Dunninald 

4 Balcarres 

5.Cambo 

6. Charleton House 

7. Lahill 

8. Kinnaird Castle 

9. Earlshall 

10. Kellie Castle 

11. Balcaskie 

12.Glenbervie House 

13. Arbuthnott House 

14. The Burn 

15. Balgone House 

16. Tyninghame 

17. Broxmouth Park 

18. Biel 

19. Whittingehame 

20. Dunglass 

21. Dirleton Castle 

22. Leuchie 

23.Netherbyres 

Designation Site 

24. Ayton Castle 

25. Duns Castle 

26. Manderston 

27. Wedderburn 

28. Paxton House 

29. Marchmont 

30. The Hirsel 

31. The Guynd 

32. Guthrie Castle 

33. Craigtoun 

34. Edzell Castle 

35. House of Pitmuies 

36. House of Dun 

37. Brechin Castle 

38. Fasque House 

39. Ladykirk 

40 Kimmerghame 

41. St Andrews Links 

42. St Andrews Botanic Garden 

Aberdeenshire  

Special Landscape Area (SLA) The Braes of the Mearns SLA 

South East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA 

East Lothian  

Special Landscape Area (SLA) North Berwick to Seton Sands Coast SLA 

Tantallon Coast SLA 

North Berwick Law SLA 

Kingston SLA 

Balgone & Whitekirk Outcrops SLA 

Belhaven Bay SLA 

Traprain and Tyne Valley SLA 

Biel and Belton SLA 

Dunbar to Barns Ness Coast SLA 

Doon Hill to Chesters SLA 

Whittingehame to Deuchrie SLA 

Halls to Bransly Hill SLA 

Danskine to Whitecastle SLA 

Monynut to Blackcastle SLA 

Lammermuir Moorland SLA 

Thorntonloch to Dunglass Coast SLA 

Whiteadder SLA 

Fife  

Local Landscape Area (LLA) Tay Coast LLA 

Tents Muir Coast LLA 

St Andrews to Fife Ness LLA 

The Links LLA 

Dura Den LLA 

Craigtoun LLA 

Tarvit and Ceres LLA 

Largo Law LLA 

East Neuk LLA 

Isle of May LLA 

Tay Coast LLA 

Scottish Borders  

Special Landscape Area (SLA) Lammermuir Hills SLA 

Berwickshire Coast SLA 

Northumberland  
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Designation Site 

AONB Northumberland Coast AONB 

Heritage Coast North Northumberland Heritage Coast 

Parks and Gardens 43. Lindisfarne Castle 

44. Tilmouth Park 

45. Belford Hall 

 

105. A preliminary assessment of the potential for the Proposed Development to result in significant effects on 

the perceived character of these landscape designations and defined areas is undertaken in Table 15.26. 

A description of the special qualities of each landscape designation and how they contribute to the value 

of the landscape/coastal character is provided in the assessment of each CCA in Section 15.11 (Table 

15.27 to Table 15.38). The majority of the designated landscapes in the SLVIA study area are local 

landscape designations, providing an indication of their value at the local level.  

Northumberland Coast AONB 

106. The SLVIA study area includes part of the area covered by the nationally designated Northumberland 

Coast AONB designation, within the north of the County between Berwick upon Tweed and Holy Island 

(Figure 15.4). The Northumberland Coast AONB covers an area of 138 km2 along 64 km of coastline from 

just south of Berwick-upon-Tweed to the Coquet Estuary and is located 47.9 km from the Proposed 

Development at its closest point. The AONB is only 2.5 km wide at its widest point, and contains a variety 

of features of natural, historical and cultural value. 

107. The National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 provided the framework for the establishment 

of National Parks and AONBs. In turn, the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CRoW) amended the 

provisions relating to AONBs. In summary the provisions confer a power on Natural England, to designate 

an area as an AONB where an area’s outstanding natural beauty is such that it appears desirabl e to do. 

Section 82(1) of CRoW defines an AONB in England as: ‘An area that is not in a National Park but which 

appears to Natural England to be of such outstanding natural beauty that it is desirable that the protective 

provisions of Part IV of The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 should apply to it for the purpose of 

conserving and enhancing the area’s natural beauty’. The statutory duty therefore is to have regard to this 

purpose of the AONB i.e., the conservation and enhancement of its natural beauty.  

108. The special qualities of the Northumberland Coast AONB have been defined in the Northumberland Coast 

AONB Management Plan (2020-2024), as indicators of what comprises its natural beauty. These special 

qualities are set out in Part One of the AONB Management Plan 2020-2024 and in Table 15.12 below. 

Table 15.12: Northumberland Coast AONB Special Qualities 

ID Special Quality Description (Northumberland Coast AONB Management Plan 2020-2024) 
1 Dramatic natural coastline of 

rocky headlands and cliffs 
contrasting with extensive 
sweeping sandy beaches and 
dynamic sand dune systems 

The long coastline of the AONB comprises a series of rocky headlands alternating with sandy 
bays and extensive sand and mud flats, largely determined by the underlying geology. The 
coast is generally low-lying to the North Sea, with significant coastal cliffs occurring only to 
the north of Berwick, beyond the AONB. 

As the Carboniferous sedimentary strata and the Whin Sill (roughly horizontal sheets of hard, 
igneous dark rock), sequentially intersect the coast, a sequence of cliffed headlands, reefs 
and bays has formed. Thick sandstones, resisting marine erosion, form most of the 
headlands, whilst thinner sandstones and limestones form reefs, offshore rocks, and wave-
cut platforms (often called ‘carrs’ or ‘steels’) running out to sea or parallel with the shore. The 
coastline at Boulmer is a particularly good example. The Whin Sill can be seen as a series of 
volcanic rock intrusions into the surrounding sedimentary rocks. The quartz dolerite which 
makes up the Whin Sill occurs across the county and typically forms elevated ridges which 
are more resistant to erosion and weathering than the surrounding strata. These ridges 

ID Special Quality Description (Northumberland Coast AONB Management Plan 2020-2024) 
provide ideal defensive locations along the coastline with Dunstanburgh, Bamburgh and 
Lindisfarne Castles all sitting on top of such outcrops. 

Lindisfarne, Bamburgh and Dunstanburgh castles are outstanding landmark features sitting 
prominently on isolated outcrops of Whin Sill right on the edge of the sea. Bamburgh Castle 
is built on an impressive outcrop of dolerite rock which dominates the adjacent sands and the 
settlement. They create dramatic vertical focal points within a predominantly horizontal setting 
of sweeping sandy bays and the sea. 

The impressive medieval castle at Warkworth, cutting off a promontory created by a meander 
in the River Coquet, is a major local landmark and tourist attraction, evoking the power of the 
medieval Dukes of Northumberland. 

2 Coastal and riverside setting of 
iconic historic and cultural 
landmark features which provide 
localised vertical emphasis 
within a predominantly 
horizontal landscape and 
seascape 

Linked to the mainland only by a tidal causeway, the Holy Island of Lindisfarne retains a 
remote, spiritual quality which first prompted the founding of an ancient monastery (later a 
priory) by Saint Aiden in AD635, at the request of King Oswald, and later linked with Saint 
Cuthbert and Saint Wilfred. It was the centre from which the 7th Century conversion to 
Christianity of the Anglo Saxon Kingdom was based and the place where the Lindisfarne 
Gospels were written. 

The island has inspired religious and cultural works for more than thirteen centuries. The 
romantic ruins of the priory inspired sketches and paintings by the artist J M W Turner (who 
also painted the ruins of Dunstanburgh Castle in 1797). 

These characteristics of the ‘hard’ coast contrast with a ‘soft’ coastline where weaker rocks 
have been eroded to form bays. Between Berwick and south of Bamburgh, long stretches of 
broad sandy beach at Cocklawburn and Cheswick are backed by dunes, with tidal flats 
between. Further south the longer sweeping bays at Beadnell, Embleton and Alnmouth have 
broad sandy beaches and well developed dune systems, often forming high ridges. These 
are popular tourist locations, and the dunes near Alnmouth have been developed as a ‘links’ 
golf course. 

Holy Island, connected to the mainland by a tidal causeway, is generally low-lying but 
comprises contrasting rocky cliffs to the north and east. Extensive sand and mud flats lie to 
the south west of the island and south on the mainland at Budle Bay. Along its south shore 
the remains of the Priory stand on a localised ridge or ‘heugh’ and Lindisfarne Castle is 
perched impressively on an outcrop of the Whin Sill. The Farne Islands comprises two small 
groups of rocky islands of Whin Sill, home to internationally important bird and mammal 
populations 

3 Remote historic, cultural and 
spiritual qualities and 
ecclesiastical associations of the 
Holy Island of Lindisfarne 

The chain of imposing castles at Lindisfarne, Bamburgh, Dunstanburgh and Warkworth are 
iconic historic features of national, if not international status. They are significant tourist 
attractions with special scenic qualities due primarily to their dramatic coastal and, in the case 
of Warkworth Castle, its riverside setting. They provide evidence and a special legacy of the 
need to defend this northern frontier. 

Today the island is not only a centre for pilgrimage, but its scenic quality attracts visitors from 
all over the world each year, mostly attracted to its medieval religious heritage, compact 
village, fishing harbour and the more recent 16th Century castle (and registered historic park 
and garden) on the higher, southern part of the island, but also to the peace and tranquillity 
of the more remote, sandy, northern side. 

4 Rocky Farne Islands 
archipelago, which features in 
many coastal views 

A group of twenty-eight rocky islands lying between two to five miles off the coast, the Farne 
Islands form the easternmost outcrop of the hard dark rock of the Whin Sill. From an area 
stretching from north of Berwick to south of Castle Point, the islands are a distinctive feature 
in particularly striking views of the diverse natural coastline comprising the sea, rocky 
headlands and sandy bays, together with castles and other historic and cultural landmark 
features. Views back to Bamburgh Castle on the coast with the backdrop of the Cheviot Hills 
provide an unforgettable picture for the island’s visitors. 
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ID Special Quality Description (Northumberland Coast AONB Management Plan 2020-2024) 

The islands provide probably the most accessible seabird colony in England and are also 
home to a large grey seal colony. These draw about 45,000 tourists each year on a short boat 
trip from the mainland, where features of interest include a medieval Pele Tower, chapel, 
lighthouse and information centre on Inner Farne, and Longstone Lighthouse (with its 
connections to the heroine Grace Darling) on the outermost island. Historically the islands 
have strong links with Celtic Christianity and St Aidan and St Cuthbert, who valued the 
island’s solitude for meditation. 

5 Traditional coastal fishing 
villages clustered around small 
harbours 

Settlements along the coast have evolved through centuries of association with the sea for 
trading and fishing, located where there are indentations in the cliffs and reefs providing a 
degree of shelter. The coastline between Bamburgh and Craster provides an increasing 
amount of shelter. Craster is still an important fishing village, with tightly knit buildings 
clustered around a small sheltered harbour, as to a lesser extent are Low Newton and 
Boulmer where the village stretches out along the coast as the reef formations of the North 
and South Reins provide a protective envelope around Boulmer Haven. The simple 
vernacular design of the traditional fishing village, distinguished by its historic compact and 
ordered settlement pattern, often single storey buildings built with grey sandstone rubble and 
red pantile or grey slate roofs, is a special and distinctive characteristic of the AONB. Fishing 
still takes place from harbours on Holy Island, at Seahouses, Beadnell, Boulmer and Craster, 
but some harbours now cater increasingly for the tourist industry. 

6 Views inland to the rounded 
sandstone hills and Cheviot Hills 
provide a dramatic and dynamic 
backdrop to the coast 

In addition to the strong visual qualities of views up and down the coast, particularly from 
iconic castles and raised topography in areas such as Waren Mill, views inland help to provide 
a wider context or setting to the relatively constrained designated landscape. Vistas inland 
stretch to the west, over the extensive gently undulating coastal plain of arable farmland and 
fragmented woodland and plantations. The openness of this landscape setting is underpinned 
and amplified by a relative absence of obtrusive development or structures, reflecting its 
arable use and remoteness. Even major transport infrastructure, such as the A1 and the East 
Coast mainline is absorbed within the vastness of the landscape without significant 
prominence, although the construction of the Middlemoor and Wandylaw wind farms has had 
an adverse impact on views inland from much of the AONB. 

Consequently, the wider landscape context of the AONB is defined to the west by a 
fragmented line of low, rounded hills and moorland, running south to north from the Alnwick 
Moors, through to the Chillingham and Kyloe Hills, before the topography falls to the extensive 
lowland area south of the river Tweed. Occasionally, longer distance views to the dramatic 
Cheviot Hills in the Northumberland National Park are possible and provide a visual link 
between the nationally important landscapes. Highpoints along this raised middle distance 
help create a visual sense of context to the coast, although this envelope extends well beyond 
the AONB itself. Within the wider landscape setting of the AONB the current absence of 
intrusive development adds to the special qualities and context of the coast. 

7 Feeling of exposure and 
tranquillity on the flat, low lying 
open coastal plain and 
windswept coast, with sparse 
tree cover, huge skies and wide 
seascape views 

The low-lying and open character of much of the AONB, the absence of heavy tree cover, 
low hedges and sparse and scattered elements of human habitation and infrastructure can 
lead to strong feelings of tranquillity and remoteness. Seascape is an essential component of 
this character, both that experienced looking out to sea and that experienced viewing the 
coast from Lindisfarne and the Farne Islands. Despite the settled and farmed nature of the 
landscape, the network of country lanes and paths, access along the coast on the shore and 
its links are frequently free from significant human presence, particularly outside peak holiday 
seasons. Experience of this wide-open landscape beneath vast skies spanning from the 
seaward horizon to the Cheviot Hills in the west can result in a perception of isolation and 
freedom from the intensity of urban life and is a valued component of the area. 

Weather and seascape, altering light, wind, and changing seasonal colours and hues, in 
combination with the rich cultural heritage of the area can lead variously to peaceful 
contemplation, relaxation and even melancholy. Alternatively, exposure to harsh climatic 
conditions and the primacy of natural environment forces, whether on the shore or on the 
coastal plain, can focus the mind on less ethereal matters and remind residents and visitors 
of the wild coastal exposure of the AONB. 

ID Special Quality Description (Northumberland Coast AONB Management Plan 2020-2024) 
8 Dark skies Ever-increasing levels of outdoor lighting are constantly diminishing our view of the 

spectacular sky visible on a clear night, and most people have to travel far from their homes 
to experience a good view of the night sky. Areas of the Northumberland Coast AONB still 
retain such dark skies, and these are a special quality of the area, valued by residents and 
visitors alike. 

North Northumberland Heritage Coast 

109. The North Northumberland Heritage Coast is largely coincidental with the AONB (Figure 15.4) between 

Cocklawburn Beach in the north to the edge of the SLVIA study area at Seahouses in the south. A further 

area of coastline to the north is also defined within the Heritage Coast outside the AONB, consisting of the 

Berwickshire coastline at Berwick-upon-Tweed and the Heritage Coast includes areas of sea, which are 

not part of the AONB. 

110. Heritage Coasts were established to protect and conserve the best stretches of undeveloped coast in 

England. There are no statutory requirements or powers associated with the Heritage Coast definition , 

however, they are afforded policy protection in England under paragraph 178 of the Nat ional Planning 

Policy Framework: 

Within areas defined as Heritage Coast (and that do not already fall within one of the designated areas 

mentioned in paragraph 176), planning policies and decisions should be consistent with the special 

character of the area and the importance of its conservation. Major development within a Heritage Coast 

is unlikely to be appropriate, unless it is compatible with its special character.  

111.  As its geographic area is largely coincident with the Northumberland Coast AONB, and the ir purpose 

aligns with the statutory purpose of the Northumberland Coast AONB, the effects of the Proposed 

Development on the North Northumberland Heritage Coast are considered as integral to the assessment 

of the Northumberland Coast AONB set out in this SLVIA. Cultural heritage matters are also addressed in 

Chapter 16: Cultural Heritage. 

15.7.6. FUTURE BASELINE SCENARIO 

112. The EIA Regulations require that a “a description of the relevant aspects of the current state of the 

environment (baseline scenario) and an outline of the likely evolution thereof without development as far 

as natural changes from the baseline scenario can be assessed with reasonable effort ,on the basis of the 

availability of environmental information and scientific knowledge” is included within the Offshore EIA 

Report. 

113. The baseline character of the landscape, coastline and seascape within the study area is dynamic and is 

likely to evolve and change in future because of the effects of climate change, land use policy, 

environmental improvements and development pressures, irrespective of whether the Proposed 

Development progresses to construction and operation or not. 

114. A range of policies impact on the management of the landscape, coastline, and seascape, ranging from 

national policy and regulation, through to community strategies and development frameworks. Planning 

policies covering the landscape, coastal and seascape resource within the study area generally seek to 

conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the area, while recognising the need to adapt to inevitable 

change over time, particularly in areas where natural processes may drive more rapid change, such as 

coastal landscapes shaped by coastal processes, changing agricultural practices and/or changes to the 

integrity of agricultural character, and the need to respond to development pressures that reflect the 

changing needs of society. 

115. There is overwhelming evidence that global climate change, influenced by the human use of fossil fuels, 

raw materials, and intensive agriculture, is occurring (IPCC 2014). Any notable change in climate is likely 
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to present potential changes to the coastline and inland parts of the study area in a variety of ways. The 

legislative framework already exists to ensure that no net loss of internationally important habitat occurs, 

but there remains a need to increase understanding of the potential effects of climate change on the 

characteristic landscapes of the study area and to develop longer term strategies that will mitigate any 

adverse effects of climate change. NatureScot's Climate Change Commitments were published in 2019 

and adaption principles are embedded in Scotland’s Biodiversity: A Route Map to 2020 (NatureScot, 2015).  

116. An assessment of the impacts of climate change on Scottish landscapes (Land Use Consultants, 2011) 

found that changes in the coastal environment ‘will result from direct impacts resulting from sea level rise 

and the increased risk of flooding from surge events, together with the impacts of adaptation responses . 

These will result in changes in the nature and distribution of coastal habitats, erosion and deposition, 

changing morphology, loss of land, increased flood defences (hard and soft), increased risk of flooding 

and implications for land use’. It also recognises that additional changes within the coastal landscape ‘may 

include offshore energy generation in order to help attain the Scottish Government’s greenhouse gas 

emission targets’ and that ‘future development of wind turbines may be concentrated in the shallower 

waters off the east coast’, such that the combined influence of direct, mitigation and adaptation changes 

‘may be greatest in coastal landscapes ’. 

117. Recent development management decisions / planning decision precedent has established and accepted 

seascape and landscape change from both offshore and onshore wind farm development within the study 

area. In addition to the Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 offshore wind farms which are under construction 

(and assumed to be part of the landscape and visual baseline), there wi ll be further change in the outer 

Firth of Forth and Firth of Tay seascape through the construction of the consented Inch Cape Offshore 

Wind Farm (Inch Cape) (Figure 15.16), consisting of up to 72 wind turbines (with assumed maximum blade 

tip height of 291 m above LAT) located approximately 15.6 km from the closest point of the Angus coastline. 

Crucially Inch Cape is located between the Proposed Development and the Angus coastline, and closest 

to the coast, such that it will generally be viewed to the foreground of the Proposed Development. Inch 

Cape is predicted (ICOWL, 2018) to give rise to a number of daytime and night-time significant effects on 

seascape, landscape and visual amenity when considered in addition to Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 

1, due to the height and horizontal extent of the wind turbines. There will be significant changes resulting 

from Inch Cape (ICOWL, 2018) on the coastal character of Angus and Fife between Montrose Bay and 

Fife Ness (15.6 km to 32 km from Inch Cape) and on the visual amenity of residents with open seaward 

views from the coastal settlements of Montrose, Braehead of Lunan, Arbroath, Carnoustie, St Andrews 

and Kingsbarns; walkers on the majority of the route of the Fife Coastal Path; for cyclists on parts of NCN1 

and passengers on main railway line between Carnoustie and Arbroath. Significant night-time effects were 

also predicted from the aviation lighting of Inch Cape Wind Farm seen in addition to either the Seagreen 

1 or Neart na Gaoithe lit wind turbines, at the same coastal areas and viewpoints as those for which 

significant day time effects are predicted, within approximately 30km of the nearest Inch Cape lit wind 

turbine. 

118. The future baseline conditions are likely to include the introduction of further wind energy development 

onshore, including the consented Crystal Rig IV wind farm, and the less-certain scenario of schemes at 

appeal or currently at the scoping stage progressing through to construction.  Consented and application 

stage onshore wind farms are considered as part of the Tier 2 Cumulative Effects Assessment (CEA) 

(Section 15.12.3).  

119. Further development pressures which may change the baseline conditions include suburbanisation and 

increased tourist development influences, particularly around the coastal landscapes and established 

coastal towns within the study area, which have potential to increase the developed influence and reduces 

perceived naturalness of the coastline. 

15.7.7. DATA LIMITATIONS AND ASSUMPTIONS  

120. There are some data limitations relating to seascape, landscape and visual amenity however these do not 

affect the robustness of the assessment of this EIA Report as the gaps are limited and would not affect 

the assessments of likely significance assessed for relevant receptors.  

121. There are limitations in the production of photomontage and wireline visualisations and ZTVs as 

assessment tools, and limitations in the accuracy of digital terrain model (DTM) da ta, which are described 

in Appendix 15.1 SLVIA Methodology. The use of detailed terrain models (OS Terrain 5), production of 

visualisations to recognised standard and field survey assessment of impacts minimises these limitations.  

122. There are practical limitations to shooting viewpoint photographs only in very good or excellent visibility 

and at particular times of day. It is a limitation of the visual representations that photographs were not 

taken during summer months, when visibility conditions are typically better, however limitations have been 

minimised through the timing of surveys during the most favourable periods of very good or excellent 

visibility during surveys between October 2021 – January 2022. These limitations relating to winter 

viewpoint photography do not affect the assessments of likely significance assessed for relevant receptors, 

which assume optimum visibility using the wireline visualisations to inform assessments and are informed 

by professional judgement of the effects of offshore wind turbines at similar range gained from consented 

projects that provide precedent for magnitude of change judgements . It is a limitation of the visual 

representations that baseline photography from the Isle of May and Bell Rock lighthouse has not been 

undertaken, with wireline visualisations provided from these locations.  

123. Met Office visibility data has limitations in its application to judgements about wind farm visibility. The 

visibility data provides some understanding and evidence basis for evaluating the visibility of the wind 

turbines against their background. Effects have not been downgraded either in magnitude or significance 

due to variations as a result of weather/visibility and how frequently/infrequently the effects will be 

experienced. Effects are based on the worst-case with clear visibility and need to be considered in context 

of the limited time over which effects will actually occur. 

124. Some data limitations have arisen due to restrictions or delay to site surveys as a result of COVID-19 

restrictions, including closure of, and therefore lack of access to certain visitor attractions locations such 

as Tantallon Castle, however limitations have been minimised through the timing of surveys when travel 

and access restrictions were eased. 

125. There are limitations in terms of available project design data for other projects considered as part of the 

landscape and visual baseline (Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1) or as part of the CEA (Section 15.12). 

The MDS considered for each project is set out in Table 15.42. 

15.8. KEY PARAMETERS FOR ASSESSMENT 

15.8.1. MAXIMUM DESIGN SCENARIO 

126. The maximum design scenario identified in Table 15.13 has been selected as having the potential to result 

in the greatest effect on seascape, landscape and visual receptors. These scenarios haves been selected 

from the details provided in volume 1, chapter 3 of the Offshore EIA Report. Effects of greater adverse 

significance are not predicted to arise should any other development scenario, based on details within the 

Project Design Envelope (e.g., different infrastructure layout), to that assessed here, be taken forward in 

the final design scheme. 

127. A Project Design Envelope (PDE) approach has been adopted in line with guidance (Scottish Government, 

2022), as described in volume 1, chapter 3 of the Offshore EIA Report, which sets out a series of design 

scenarios for the project, containing both a realistic minimum and maximum extent/value for key project 

components. Further details of the use of a PDE or “Rochdale envelope” are also provided in volume 1, 

chapter 6: EIA Methodology. 
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128. Assessing using a parameter-based design envelope approach means that the assessment considers a 

maximum design scenario (MDS) whilst allowing the flexibility to make improvements in the future in ways 

that cannot be predicted at the time of the application. The assessment of the MDS for each receptor 

establishes the maximum potential adverse impact and as a result, impacts of greater adverse significance 

would not arise should any other development scenario, to that assessed within this chapter, be taken 

forward in the final scheme design. 

129. The design parameters that have been identified to be relevant to seascape, landscape and visual amenity 

to establish the MDS for the SLVIA are outlined in Table 15.13 below and reflect the PDE, which is 

described in full in volume 1, chapter 3 of this Offshore EIA Report. 

130. Considering all of the factors described below in Table 15.13, the MDS indicative layout shown in Figure 

15.1a, is considered to be representative of the worst case in terms of seascape, landscape and visual 

effects, and is the MDS assessed in the SLVIA and shown in the visual representations in Appendix 15.2 

(Figure 15.21 to Figure 15.75). Justification for the use of this MDS for the SLVIA, as opposed to other 

scenarios, is provided in Table 15.13.  
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Table 15.13: Maximum Design Scenario Considered for the Assessment of Potential Impacts on Seascape, Landscape and Visual Receptors 

Potential Impact 

Phase2 

Maximum Design Scenario Justification 

C O D 

Effects (daytime) of the construction and decommissioning of the 
offshore elements of the Proposed Development on visual 
receptors/views  

   Offshore site boundary: Array area located approximately 37.8 km from the mainland coastline 

covering an area of 1010 km2, see Figure 1a-b 

  
Wind turbine design 
assumptions: 

Offshore wind turbines with three blades and a horizontal rotor axis. 

Maximum blade tip height:  355 m above LAT 
Maximum rotor diameter:  310 m 
Maximum hub height: 
Nominal rotor speed: 

200 m above LAT 
7.9 m/s 

Appearance: Tubular steel tower painted RAL 7035 (light grey) from interface level. 
Wind turbine array layout: 

 

 

 

Wind turbine foundations: 
 
 
OSPs/Offshore Convertor 
Station Platforms: 

The MDS for the SLVIA consists of 179 offshore wind turbines at the 
maximum blade tip height (355 m). Minimum wind turbine spacing is 
1000 m. The Proposed Development may however comprise a 
maximum of up to 307 wind turbines up to a blade tip height of 267m, 
depending on the wind turbine capacity. Layouts are indicative only 
based on the maximum wind turbine design scenario. The final layout 
will be subject to further seabed investigations and confirmed as part of 
the project design process. 
 
Jacket foundation. Maximum 4 legs per foundation. Maximum jacket leg 
spacing is 35m at surface. 
 
The MDS for the SLVIA assumes 5 x HVDC Offshore Convertor Station 
Platforms within the Proposed Development array area indicatively 
located as shown in Figure 15.1a with a topside structure of height 60 m 
height (top of main structure 80 m above LAT), length 100 m and width 
80 m on jacket foundations (top of antenna structure 100 m above LAT). 

 

Wind turbine lighting: 

 

 

Red, medium intensity aviation warning lights (2000 candela (cd)), with 
the 2000 cd light conforming to ICAO specification.  Aviation lighting will 
be subject to reduction in lighting intensity, to a minimum of 200 cd, 
when the visibility in all directions from every wind turbine is more than 
5 km.  
 
Aviation lighting to be located on the top of each nacelle for 360 degree 
visibility and on all peripheral wind turbines of the indicative layout 
shown in Figure 15.1a-b 
 
Aviation warning lights would flash simultaneously synchronised morse 
‘W’ and be able to be switched on and off by means of twilight switches. 
Search and rescue (SAR) lighting of each wind turbine will be combi 
infra-red (IR)/200 cd steady red aviation hazard lights, individually 
switchable. These low intensity lights are not assessed or shown in the 
photomontages, as they will not be switched during normal operations 
and only during SAR operations.  
 

The MDS assessed for the SLVIA utilises the maximum 
height wind turbine and consists of 179 x 355 m blade tip 
wind turbines, as shown in Figure 15.1a. This MDS has 
the highest wind turbine blade tip height (355 m), and 
largest rotor diameter (310 m). 

Wind turbines are located in positions that extend to the 
perimeter of the array area, to represent the maximum 
effect in terms of the proximity, scale, spread and 
prominence of the wind turbines in coastal views from 
receptors around the coastline, representing the 
maximum ‘lateral spread’ (north-south) in the field of 
view. Wind turbines with the highest 355 m blade tip 
height will have a wider geographic extent of effect over 
a larger ZTV than any of the smaller blade tip height wind 
turbines. They will be visible from a wider geographic 
area, since they are 98 m higher and it is their height 
which contributes most to the geographic extent of 
visibility.  

Wind turbines with the highest 355 m blade tip height will 
also appear to have a larger scale in views than the 267 
m blade tip height, both in terms of their apparent height 
to blade tip and in terms of the appearance of the larger 
rotor of the wind turbine (which is 88 m larger). They will 
also have larger apparent scale when compared with 
other wind farms in some views 

The effect that results from the additional wind turbines 
of smaller size in the 307 x 267 m blade tip height wind 
turbine layout is considered to be outweighed by the 
larger height and scale of the 179 x 355 m wind turbines, 
with the overall area occupied by wind turbines being 
equal. 

This has been tested through wireline modelling of the 
307 x 267 m blade tip height layout in Appendix 15.2, 
Figures 15.49 – Figure 15.75. These wirelines show that 
although an additional 128 wind turbines of smaller 
height may in some instances result in a greater density 
of infrastructure visible, it is the larger apparent height 
and rotor diameter which contributes most to defining the 
MDS and effects of greater adverse significance are not 
predicted to arise should any other development 
scenario (based on details within the PDE) to that 
assessed, be taken forward in the final design of the 
Proposed Development. 

Effects (daytime) of the construction and decommissioning of the 
offshore elements of the Proposed Development on seascape 
(coastal) character. 

   

Effects (daytime) of the construction and decommissioning of the 
offshore elements of the Proposed Development on perceived 
landscape character. 

   

Effects (daytime) of the construction and decommissioning of the 
offshore elements of the Proposed Development on perceived 
special qualities of designated landscapes. 

   

Effects (daytime) of the operation and maintenance of the offshore 
elements of the Proposed Development on visual 
receptors/views. 

   

Effects (daytime) of the operation and maintenance of the offshore 
elements of the Proposed Development on seascape (coastal) 
character. 

   

Effects (daytime) of the operation and maintenance of the offshore 
elements of the Proposed Development on perceived landscape 
character. 

   

Effects (daytime) of the operation and maintenance of the offshore 
elements of the Proposed Development on perceived special 
qualities of designated landscapes 

   

Effects (night-time) of the operation and maintenance of the 
Proposed Development lighting on visual receptors/views and 
perception of coastal character 

   

    

 

 

2 C = Construction, O = Operational and maintenance, D = Decommissioning 
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Potential Impact 

Phase2 

Maximum Design Scenario Justification 

C O D 

The angle of the plane of the beam of peak intensity emitted by the light 
will be elevated to between three and four degrees above the horizontal 
plane. 20-45% of the minimum peak intensity is to be visible at the 
horizontal plane. No more than 10% of the minimum peak intensity will 
be visible at 1.5 degrees or more below the horizontal plane (CAA, 
2016). 
 
All wind turbines will be fitted with a low intensity light for the purpose of 
helicopter winching (green hoist lamp), switched off as normal and only 
on when in use during night-time operations. All wind turbines will also 
be fitted with suitable illumination (minimum one 5 cd light) for ID signs.  
Marine navigational lights (aid to navigation lights) will be fitted at the 
platform level on significant peripheral structures (SPS). SPS will be all 
peripheral wind turbines of the indicative layouts shown indicatively in 
Figure 15.1a-b. 
 
Marine navigational lights will be synchronized to display simultaneously 
an IALA “special mark” characteristic, flashing yellow, with a range of 
not less than five (5) nautical miles. The marine navigational lights will 
be located at platform level. 
 
OSPs are assumed to be internal to the wind turbine layout (Figure 
15.1a-b) and are assumed not to require marine navigation lights but 
are assumed to have green SAR helihoist lights and low-level ID 
marking.  

 

The exception to this will be at night, when only aviation 
lights would be visible, when the MDS for receptors at 
night is considered to be the maximum number of wind 
turbines (307) (Figure 15.1b) and therefore maximum 
number of lights visible. It is therefore an alternative 
MDS comprising 307 wind turbines at 267 m blade tip 
height which is shown in the night-time visualisations in 
Figures 15.21h, 15.22h, 15.25h, 15.30h, 15.35i and 
15.38g. 

5 x HVDC Offshore Convertor Station Platforms 
considered to result in maximum effects on receptors 
compared to 10 x smaller offshore substation platforms. 
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15.8.2. IMPACTS SCOPED OUT OF THE ASSESSMENT  

131. On the basis of the baseline environment and the project description outlined in volume 1, chapter 3 of the 

Offshore EIA Report, a number of impacts are proposed to be scoped out of the assessment for Seascape. 

These have been agreed with key stakeholders through consultation.  

132. These impacts are outlined, together with a justification for scoping them out, in  Table 15.14. 

Table 15.14: Impacts Scoped Out of the Assessment for Seascape, Landscape and Visual Receptors 

Potential Impact Phase3 Justification 

C O D 

Seascape, landscape and visual 
impacts of the offshore elements of the 
Proposed Development outside the 
60km radius SLVIA study area. 

   The 60 km radius SLVIA study area is defined as the outer limit 
within which significant effects could occur. Significant effects are 
unlikely to occur beyond 60 km due to the limited changes to views 
arising from the Proposed Development at distances of over 60 km. 

Seascape, landscape and visual 
impacts of the array area of the 
Proposed Development on areas of 
the SLVIA study area outside the ZTV. 

   The array area of the Proposed Development will have no 
significant effects on areas of the SLVIA study area outside the 
ZTV where it is not visible. 

Impacts of the Proposed Development 
on physical aspects of landscape 
character. 

   Due to the location of the Proposed Development at distance 
offshore it will only effect the perception of character and qualities 
– which is considered as an indirect effect in SLVIA. No physical 
attributes that define landscape character or special qualities of 
designated landscapes will be changed as a result of the Proposed 
Development. The intertidal area at the proposed landfall 
incorporates the rock platform and shingle beach west of Chapel 
Point.  As trenchless technology (e.g., horizontal directional drilling 
(HDD)) will be employed to bring the offshore export cable ashore, 
no physical disturbance of the beach or intertidal area is predicted. 

Seascape, landscape and visual 
impacts of the offshore cable route 
construction, operation and 
decommissioning. 

   Construction and decommissioning of the offshore cable route will 
have limited influence on seascape, landscape and visual 
receptors due to sporadic, temporary nature of above sea 
construction processes.  The activities mainly occur from vessels, 
which are already an apparent component of the baseline 
seascape and views. Effects of construction of the cable landfall 
are assessed as part of the onshore LVIA in chapter 6 of the 
onshore EIA Report. The offshore cables will be located below the 
sea surface and will not be visible as part of the seascape or views 
once operational. Therefore, the offshore cables will have no 
operational effect on seascape, landscape and visual receptors.  

Transboundary impacts    Due to the long distance of the Proposed Development from the 
maritime waters and coastline of European Member states and 
limited impact interactions on receptors along these coastlines. 

 

 

 

3 C = Construction, O = Operational and maintenance, D = Decommissioning 

15.9. IMPACT ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY  

15.9.1. INTRODUCTION 

133. The SLVIA has followed the methodology set out in Technical Appendix 15.1: SLVIA Methodology of the 

Offshore EIA Report, which is summarised in this section 15.9 of the offshore EIA Report. This 

methodology is specific to the preparation of the SLVIA and in places deviates from the EIA Methodology 

in volume 1, chapter 6 of the offshore EIA Report according to relevant topic specific guidance and best 

practice. The matrix used for the assessment of significance of seascape, landscape and visual effects is 

shown in Table 15.17. Specific to the preparation of the SLVIA chapter of the EIA Report, the following 

guidance documents have also been considered: 

• Landscape Institute and IEMA (2013). Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment: Third 

Edition (GLVIA3); 

• Landscape Institute (2019). Visual Representation of Development Proposals; 

• Landscape Institute (2021). Landscape Value and Valued Landscapes. A Technical Guidance Note; 

• NatureScot (2017). Siting and Designing Wind farms in the Landscape, Guidance (Version 3) (herein 

referred to as ‘NatureScot Siting and Designing’);  

• NatureScot (2017). Visual Representation of Wind farms, Guidance (Version 2.2) (herein referred to as 

‘NatureScot Visual Representation’);  

• Scottish Natural Heritage (NatureScot) (2012). Assessing the Cumulative Impact of Onshore Wind Energy 

Developments; and 

• Natural England (2014). An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment. 

15.9.2. OVERVIEW 

134. An overview of the SLVIA process is provided here and illustrated, diagrammatically in Table 15.15.  
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Table 15.15: Overview of approach to SLVIA 

 

 

135. The SLVIA assesses the likely effects that the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 

Proposed Development on the seascape, landscape and visual resource, encompassing effects on 

seascape/landscape character, designated landscapes, visual effects and cumulative effects.  

136. An appropriate and proportionate level of assessment has been undertaken and agreed through 

consultation at the scoping stage.  The level of assessment may be ‘preliminary’ (requiring desk -based 

data analysis) or ‘detailed’ (requiring site surveys and investigations in addition to desk-based analysis). 

137. For those matters ‘scoped in’ for assessment (Table 15.13), the approach to level of assessment is tiered. 

A ‘preliminary’ or ‘detailed’ assessment is undertaken as follows:  

• a ‘preliminary assessment’ approach for an environmental aspect / effect which may include secondary 

baseline data collection (for example desk-based information) and qualitative assessment methodologies. 

Preliminary assessments are set out in Table 15.19 (Representative Viewpoints)  Table 15.20 (visual 

receptors) and Table 15.26. The preliminary assessment identifies which seascape, landscape and visual 

receptors are unlikely to be significantly affected, which are subject to a preliminary assessment, and those 

receptors that are more likely to be significantly affected by the Proposed Development, which require a 

‘detailed assessment’; and 

• a ‘detailed assessment’ approach is undertaken for seascape, landscape and visual receptors/effects that 

are identified in the preliminary assessment as requiring detailed assessment, based on evaluation of 

receptor sensitivity, likely magnitude of change and geographic extent of effects, with reference to the ZTV 

analysis (Figure 15.5 to Figure 15.13). This detailed assessment, presented in Section 15.11, may include 

primary baseline data collection (for example through site surveys), quantitative and qualitative 

assessment methodologies, and modelling such as ZTV analysis (Figure 15.5 to Figure 15.13) and 

wireline/photomontage visualisations (Figure 15.21 to Figure 15.75). 

138. The assessment of whether an effect has the potential to be of likely significance has been based upon 

review of existing evidence base, consideration of commitments made (embedded environmental 

measures), professional judgement, evaluation of sensitivity of the receptor and magnitude of change, and 

where relevant, recommended aspect specific methodologies and best practice.  

139. To ensure the provision of a proportionate EIA Report that is focused on likely significant effects, the 

assessment takes into account the considerable levels of existing environmental information available, 

extensive local geographical knowledge and understanding of the site and surroundings gained from site 

selection analysis and environmental surveys. 

140. The seascape, landscape and visual assessment unavoidably, involves a combination of quantitative and 

qualitative assessment and wherever possible a consensus of professional opinion has been sought 

through consultation, internal peer review, and the adoption of a systematic, impartial, and professional 

approach. 

15.9.3. IMPACT ASSESSMENT CRITERIA  

Defining impact significance 

141. The seascape, landscape and visual effects (and whether they are significant) is determined by an 

assessment of the 'sensitivity' of each receptor or group of receptors and the 'magnitude of change' that 

would result from the Proposed Development. 

142. The evaluation of sensitivity takes account of the value and susceptibility of the receptor to the Proposed 

Development. This is combined with an assessment of the magnitude of change which takes account of 

the size and scale of the proposed change.  By combining assessments of sensitivity and magnitude of 

change, a level of seascape, landscape or visual effect can be evaluated and determined.  The resulting 

level of effect is described in terms of whether it is significant or not significant, and the geographical 

extent, duration and the type of effect is described as either direct or indirect; temporary or permanent ; 

reversible; cumulative; and beneficial, neutral or adverse. 

Sensitivity 

143. The sensitivity of seascape, landscape and visual receptors is an expression of the combination of the 

judgements made about the value of that receptor and its susceptibility to the specific type of change or 

the development proposed. Landscape value is the ‘inherent’ component, which is independent of the 

development proposal, while the other component, susceptibility, is development specific.  

144. The value of a seascape, landscape or view receptor is a reflection of the value that society attaches to 

that seascape, landscape or view. There are a range of factors that are used to establish value but the 

presence of designations at national or local levels often reflects the level of value or importance they 

signify to society. The range of factors that can be considered when identifying landscape value include 

natural heritage, cultural heritage, landscape condition, associations, distinctiveness, recreational, 
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perceptual (scenic), perceptual (wildness and tranquillity) and functional factors (Landscape Institute, 

2021). 

145. The susceptibility of a seascape or landscape to change is a reflection of its ability to accommodate the 

changes that may occur as a result of the addition of the Proposed Development, based on its 

characteristics, robustness, scale, topography, openness/enclosure, perceptual qualities and the 

associations between the landscape/seascape receptor and the Proposed Development. The susceptibility 

of visual receptors (people) relates mainly to the activity of the viewer  (residents, motorists, walkers etc); 

the experience of the viewer - the extent to which attention or interest may be focused on the view and 

visual amenity; and the visual relationship between the receptors and the Proposed Development  which 

combine to influence how susceptible viewers are to the potential effects of the Proposed Development.  

146. An overall assessment of the sensitivity of each seascape, landscape and visual receptor has been made 

by combining the assessment of the value of the receptor and its susceptibility to change. In SLVIA, 

sensitivity is specific to the Proposed Development and to the location in question.  An overall level of 

sensitivity has been applied for each visual receptor or view – high, medium-high, medium, medium-low 

or low. These levels are not defined as such, however the basis for sensitivity assessments has been 

made clear using evidence and professional judgement in the evaluation of each receptor, with reference 

to criteria that tend towards higher or lower sensitivity levels as set out in Technical Appendix 15.1: SLVIA 

Methodology. 

Magnitude 

147. The magnitude of change affecting seascape, landscape and visual receptors is an expression of the scale 

of the change that will result from the Proposed Development and is dependent on  a number of variables 

regarding the size or scale of the change that will arise as a result of the Proposed Development. The 

geographic extent over which the change will be experienced is also assessed, which is distinct from the 

size or scale of change. The criteria for defining magnitude in this chapter are outlined in Table 15.16 

below. 

Table 15.16: Definition of Terms Relating to the Magnitude of an Impact 

Magnitude of 
Impact 

Definition 

High The Proposed Development will result in a high level of alteration to the baseline characteristics of the 
seascape/landscape or existing view, forming the prevailing influence and/or introducing elements that 
are uncharacteristic in the baseline landscape/seascape or view. The addition of the Proposed 
Development will result in a large-scale change, loss or addition to the baseline seascape/landscape or 
view. 

Medium-high Intermediate rating with combination of criteria from high magnitude (described above) and medium 
magnitude (described below).  

Medium The Proposed Development will result in a medium level of alteration to the baseline characteristics of the 
seascape/landscape or existing view, forming a readily apparent influence and/or introducing elements 
that are potentially uncharacteristic in the baseline seascape/landscape or view. The addition of the 
Proposed Development will result in a medium-scale change, loss or addition to the baseline 
seascape/landscape or view. 

Medium-low Intermediate rating with combination of criteria from medium magnitude (described above) and low 
magnitude (described below). 

Low The Proposed Development will result in a low level of alteration to the baseline characteristics of the 
seascape/landscape or existing view, providing a slightly apparent influence and/or introducing elements 
that are characteristic in the baseline seascape/landscape or view. The addition of the Proposed 
Development will result in a small-scale change, loss or addition to the baseline seascape/landscape or 
view. 

Negligible 

 

The Proposed Development will result in a negligible alteration to the baseline characteristics of the 
seascape/landscape or existing view, providing a barely discernible influence and/or introducing elements 
that are substantially characteristic in the baseline seascape/landscape or view. The addition of the 

Magnitude of 
Impact 

Definition 

Proposed Development will result in negligible change, loss or addition to the baseline 
seascape/landscape or view. 

Significance of Effect 

148. Information about the Proposed Development and the proposed activities with all stages of the Proposed 

Development life cycle (construction, operation and maintenance, and decommissioning) is combined with 

information about the environmental baseline to identify the potential interactions between the Proposed 

Development and the environment. 

149. These potential interactions are known as potential impacts. The potential impacts are then assessed for 

the level of significance of their effect on the receiving environment/receptors. 

150. To ensure consistency across the team of Offshore EIA Report authors, the terms impact and effect are 

defined below. The definitions are based on the glossary of the Highways Agency Design Manual for Roads 

and Bridges (DMRB) (2008): 

• Impact: Change that is caused by an action. Impacts can be defined as direct, indirect, temporary, 

irreversible, secondary, cumulative and inter-related. They can also be either positive or negative, although 

the relationship between them is not always straightforward; and 

• Effect: Term used to express the consequence of an impact (expressed as the 'significance of effect'), 

which is determined by correlating the magnitude of the impact to the importance, or sensitivity, of the 

receptor or resource in accordance with defined significance criteria. For example, using the inter-array 

cable laying example again, the laying of an inter-array cable (action) results in seabed disturbance 

(impact), with the potential to disturb benthic habitats and species (effect). 

151. The outcome of the assessment is the determination of the significance of these effects against 

predetermined criteria.  

152. The process for determining the significance of effects is a two-stage process that involves defining the 

magnitude of the potential impacts and the sensitivity of the receptors. This section describes the criteria 

applied in this chapter to assign values to the magnitude of potential impacts and the sensitivity of the 

receptors. The terms used to define magnitude and sensitivity are based on those which are described in 

further detail in volume 1, chapter 6 of the Offshore EIA Report. 

153. The significance of the effect upon seascape, landscape and visual receptors is determined by correlating 

the magnitude of the impact and the sensitivity of the receptor. The particular method employed for this 

assessment is presented in Table 15.17.  

154. The significance of the effect on each seascape/landscape character and visual receptor is dependent on 

all of the factors considered in the sensitivity of the receptor and the magnitude of change resulting from 

the Proposed Development. Factors which influence levels of sensitivity and magnitude of change 

assessed in the SLVIA are set out in full in Technical Appendix 15.1: SLVIA Methodology. Judgements on 

sensitivity and magnitude of change are combined to arrive at an overall assessment as to whether the 

Proposed Development will have an effect that is significant or not significant on each seascape/ landscape 

and visual receptor. 

155. The matrix in  Table 15.17 is used as a guide to help inform the threshold of significance when combining 

sensitivity and magnitude to assess significance. On this basis potential impacts are assessed as of 

negligible, minor, moderate and major. In those instances where there would be no effect, the magnitude 

has been recorded as ‘Zero’ and the level of effect as ‘None’.  

156. For the purposes of this assessment, any effects with a significance level of major and major/moderate 

have been deemed significant in EIA terms (dark shaded boxed in  Table 15.17). ‘Moderate’ levels of effect 
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(indicated in grey in Table 15.17) have the potential, subject to the assessor’s professional judgement, to 

be considered as significant or not significant, depending on the sensitivity and magnitude of change 

factors evaluated. These assessments are explained as part of the assessment, where they occur.  

157. Significance can therefore occur at a range of levels depending on the magnitude and sensitivity, however 

in all cases, a significant effect is considered more likely to occur where a combination of the variables 

results in the Proposed Development having a defining effect on the landscape/seascape character or 

view. Definitions are not provided for the individual categories of significance shown in the matrix and the 

reader should refer to the detailed definitions provided for the factors that combine to inform sensitivity 

and magnitude. Effects assessed as being either moderate/minor, minor, minor/negligible or negligible 

level are assessed as non-significant (light shaded boxes in Table 15.17). 

158. In line with the emphasis placed in GLVIA3 upon the application of professional judgement, an overly 

mechanistic reliance upon a matrix is avoided through the provision of clear and accessible narrative 

explanations of the rationale underlying the assessment made for each landscape and visual receptor.  

Table 15.17: Matrix Used for the Assessment of the Significance of the Effect 

 Magnitude of Impact 

S
e
n

s
it

iv
it

y
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f 
R

e
c
e
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r 

 
Negligible Low Medium-low Medium Medium-high High 

Low 
Negligible Minor  Minor Minor 

Moderate / 
minor 

Moderate 

Medium-low 
Negligible  Minor Minor 

Moderate / 
minor 

Moderate 
Moderate 

Medium 
Minor Minor 

Moderate / 
minor 

Moderate 
Moderate Major / 

moderate 

Medium-high 
Minor 

Moderate / 
minor 

Moderate Moderate  
Major / 
moderate 

Major 

High 
Minor 

Moderate / 
minor 

Moderate 
Major / 
moderate 

Major 
Major 

Geographical extent 

159. The geographic extent over which the seascape/landscape and visual effects will be experienced is also 

assessed, which is distinct from the size or scale of effect. This evaluation is not combined in the 

assessment of the level of magnitude, but instead expresses the extent of the receptor that will experience 

a particular magnitude of change and therefore the geographical extents of the significant and not 

significant effects. The geographic extent of the effects varies depending on the specific nature of the 

Proposed Development and is principally assessed through analysis of the extent of perceived changes 

through visibility of the Proposed Development using the ZTV (Figure 15.5 and Figure 15.6) and field 

survey verification. 

Duration and reversibility 

160. The duration and reversibility of seascape, landscape and visual effects is based on the period over which 

the Proposed Development is likely to exist and the extent to which it will be removed and its effects 

reversed at the end of that period. OPEN’s methodology does not include duration and reversibility as part 

of magnitude of change, as there is potential that the reversibility aspect could alter or reduce potentially 

significant effects even though they are long-term. The duration and reversibility of the effects is instead 

determined separately in relation to the assessed effects.  

161. Long-term, medium-term and short-term seascape/ landscape effects are defined as follows: 

• long-term – more than 10 years; 

• medium-term – 6 to 10 years; and 

• short-term – 1 to 5 years. 

162. Duration and reversibility are not incorporated into the assessment of magnitude of change, but are stated 

separately in relation to the assessed effects (i.e. as short/medium/long-term and temporary/permanent) 

and are considered as part of drawing conclusions about significance, combining with other judgements 

on sensitivity and magnitude, to allow a final judgement to be made on whether each effect is significant 

or not significant. 

Visibility 

163. The varied clarity or otherwise of the atmosphere will reduce the number of days (the ‘frequency’) upon 

which views of the Proposed Development will be available from the coastline and hinterland, and is likely 

to inhibit clear views, rendering the Proposed Development wind turbines located at long distance offshore, 

as visually recessive within the wider seascape. The effects of the construction and operation of the 

offshore infrastructure will vary according to the weather and prevailing visibility. This means that effects 

that are may be significant in the SLVIA under ‘very good’ or ‘excellent’ ( i.e., worst-case/optimum) visibility 

conditions, may be not significant under moderate, poor or very poor visibility conditions.  

164. Assessments are based on a worst-case position of optimum (‘very good’ or ‘excellent’) visibility, in line 

with current guidance (Landscape Institute and IEMA, 2013), however within the visual assessment there 

is an assessment of the frequency or ‘likelihood’ of effect’ for each viewpoint, based on the distance of the 

Proposed Development, Met Office visibility data and professional judgement based on experience of 

viewing offshore wind farms in different conditions and distances. Likely visibility frequency can therefore 

been taken into consideration, with visibility range from viewpoints located at very long distances over 

40km (where ‘excellent’ visibility is required) occurring less frequently than viewpoints at closer range.  

View Range 

165. In assessing the visual effects of the Proposed Development, the distance between the Proposed 

Development and the relevant visual receptor is described as being short-range, mid-range, long range or 

very long range, which are defined as follows: 

• very long range - over 40 km;  

• long range – 25 to 40 km; 

• mid-range – 15 to 25 km; and 

• short range – 0 to 15 km. 

15.9.4. VISUAL REPRESENTATIONS METHODOLOGY 

166. The methodology for the production of visual representations (photomontages and ZTVs) of the Proposed 

Development is set out in full in Technical Appendix 15.1: SLVIA Methodology. 

167. The visual representations presented in Figure 15.21 to Figure 15.75, have been produced in accordance 

with Visual Representation of Wind farms (NatureScot, 2017) and Visual Representation of Development 

Proposals (TGN 06/19) (Landscape Institute, 2019).  

168. The ZTVs in Figure 15.5 to Figure 15.13 have also been produced in line with guidance in Visual 

Representation of Wind farms (NatureScot, 2017) and are generated using GIS software (ESRI ArcGIS 

Version 10.5) to model the theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development.  

169. ZTVs and visual representations are produced on the assumption that the Proposed Development wind 

turbines are modelled relative to Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT) sea level at their maximum blade tip 

height (355 m). The sea level for LAT is modelled at -2.27 m below Ordnance datum (OD), which is 
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equivalent of LAT for the closest tidal station in Aberdeen. The height of LAT within the Proposed 

Development Array Area relative to mean sea level (MSL) is between -2.46 and -2.87 m. 

170. The photographs used in the photomontages shown in Figure 15.21 to Figure 15.75 were captured during 

October, November and December 2021; and January 2022 as described in Table 15.6 in excellent 

visibility conditions and show this maximum potential visibility of the Proposed Development. In reality the 

degree and extent of visual effects arising from the Proposed Development will be influenced by the 

prevailing weather and visibility conditions and such excellent visibility occurs relatively infrequently, as 

described in Section 15.7.2. 

15.10. MEASURES ADOPTED AS PART OF THE PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT  

171. As part of the project design process, a number of measures have been proposed to reduce the potential 

for impacts on seascape, landscape and visual receptors (see Table 15.18). As there is a commitment to 

implementing these measures, they are considered inherently part of the design of the Proposed 

Development and have therefore been considered in the assessment presented in Section 15.11 below 

(i.e. the determination of magnitude and therefore significance assumes implementation of these 

measures). These measures are considered standard industry practice for this type o f development. 

Table 15.18: Designed In Measures Adopted as Part of the Proposed Development 

 

Designed In Measures Adopted as Part of the 

Proposed Development 

Justification 

The Proposed Development array area has been sited 37.8 km 
offshore from closest part of the array area to the closest section 
of coast. The eastern edge of the array area is generally located 
at distances over 60 km from the coast. 

The siting of the Proposed Development at long distance 
offshore forms the key designed in measure which minimises 
potential for significant seascape, landscape and visual effects 
experienced in coastal views. The spatial extent of the northern 
part of the Proposed Development array area was reduced 
during the project design which increased its distance offshore 
from the coast of Aberdeenshire, Angus and Fife, contributing to 
minimising the effects on receptors in these parts of the SLVIA 
study area.  

Maximum blade tip height is 355 m from LAT and maximum rotor 
diameter of 310 m. 

The height of the Proposed Development will not exceed the 
maximum blade tip height.  

The colour of the wind turbine tower and blades will be agreed 
with relevant stakeholders and will likely be RAL 7035 (light grey) 
from interface level. The jacket foundation including transition 
piece will likely be painted RAL 1023 (traffic yellow) up to the 
interface level. 

The light grey (RAL 7035) colour of the Proposed Development 
wind turbines provides standard mitigation as a recessive colour 
in the seascape/sky backdrop. The brighter yellow jacket 
foundation will be limited to the jacket foundation up to the 
interface level which is low-lying and less visible in distant views 
from low lying areas. 

Aviation warning lights will allow a further reduction in lighting 
intensity when the visibility in all directions from every wind 
turbine is more than 5 km.  

As provided for in Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) Air Navigation 
Order 2016, 2,000cd aviation lights may be dimmed to 10% of 
their intensity (200cd)  where visibility conditions permit, when 
visibility from every wind turbine within the wind farm group is 
>5 km. Visibility conditions are measured using a visibility 
sensor, which can then be dimmed automatically to respond to 
prevailing meteorological conditions. 2,000cd lights will 
therefore only be experienced in visibility of <5 km; and their 
intensity may be dimmed to 200cd in visibility of >5 km, thereby 
reducing the intensity of effects of light experienced in views at 
night. 

The angle of the plane of the beam of peak intensity of aviation 
warning lights will be elevated to between 3-4 degrees above the 

This directional intensity focusses the lighting to 3-4°above the 
horizontal plane and reduces the intensity of the light from below 

Designed In Measures Adopted as Part of the 

Proposed Development 

Justification 

horizontal plane. The intensity of the emitted light will be reduced 
at the horizontal plane (20-45% of peak intensity) and below the 
horizontal plane (<10% of the minimum peak intensity at 1.5° or 
more below horizontal plane). 

the horizontal plane, thereby reducing the intensity of effects of 
light experienced in views at night from locations that are below 
the horizontal plane (e.g., from the seascape below the wind 
turbines or from a distant low-lying coastline). 

Adherence to CAA (2016). CAP 393, Air Navigation: The Order 
and the Regulations (2016). The LMP will be prepared in 
consultation with the CAA, MoD and Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency (MCA) and will take into account requirements for 
aviation lighting as specified in Article 223 of the UK ANO, 2016 
and changes to ICAO Annex 14 Volume 2, Chapter 6, paragraph 
6.2.4 promulgated in November 2016. 

To comply with CAA (2016). CAP 393, Air Navigation: The Order 
and the Regulations (2016) which sets out the mandatory 
requirements for the lighting of offshore wind turbines, and to 
ensure appropriate lighting is in place to facilitate aeronautical 
safety. 

172. No secondary mitigation has been applied in response to seascape, landscape and visual receptors, 

therefore all effects within the following assessment of significant in Section 15.11 are assessed as residual 

effects. 

15.11. ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

EFFECTS (DAYTIME) OF THE CONSTRUCTION AND DECOMMISSIONING OF THE OFFSHORE ELEMENTS ON 

VISUAL RECEPTORS/VIEWS  

173. The Proposed Development will have impacts on visual receptors/views during construction and 

decommissioning phases (as indicated in Table 15.13).  

174. Construction and decommissioning phase effects on visual amenity will occur as a result of the activities, 

including laying offshore export cables to shore; installation of wind turbines and OSPs; use of service 

vessels and partially constructed/decommissioned offshore elements, all of which may combine to alter 

the visual amenity through visibility of the construction and decommissioning activities.  

175. The residual effects arising as a result of the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed 

Development are assessed as being of the same or lower magnitude and significance on all visual 

receptors and viewpoints as those arising due to their operation and maintenance, however the residual 

effects are assessed as being short-term and temporary, occurring during the length of the construction 

and decommissioning phase, and differing in nature from the operational effects mainly due to the influence 

of the various construction vessels in the seascape, including cable laying vessels closer to shore within 

the export cable array area corridor, that will not be present or result in effects during the operational 

phase. During the majority of the construction and decommissioning phases the magnitude of change and 

effects on visual receptors/views will be less than during the operational phase, while the wind turbines 

are not fully constructed. 

EFFECTS (DAYTIME) OF THE CONSTRUCTION AND DECOMMISSIONING OF THE OFFSHORE ELEMENTS OF 

THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT ON SEASCAPE (COASTAL) CHARACTER 

176. The Proposed Development will have impacts on perceived seascape character during construction and 

decommissioning phases (as indicated in Table 15.13).  

177. Construction and decommissioning phase effects on seascape (coastal) character will occur as a result of 

the construction activities, including laying new offshore export cables to shore; the construction phase for 

the installation of and wind turbines; windfarm service vessels and partially constructed offshore elements; 

all of which may combine to alter the visual amenity and seascape character through visibility of the 

construction and decommissioning activities.  
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178. The residual effects arising as a result of the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed 

Development are assessed as being of the same magnitude and significance on all seascape  receptors 

as those arising due to their operation and maintenance, with the residual effects being short -term and 

temporary, occurring during the length of the construction and decommissioning phase and differing in 

nature from the operational effects mainly due the influence of the various construction vessels in the 

seascape, including cable laying vessels closer to shore within the export cable array area corridor, that 

will not be present or result in effects during the operational phase.  During the majority of the construction 

and decommissioning phases the magnitude of change and effects on coastal character will be less than 

during the operational phase, while the wind turbines are not fully constructed.  

EFFECTS (DAYTIME) OF THE CONSTRUCTION AND DECOMMISSIONING OF THE OFFSHORE ELEMENTS OF 

THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT ON PERCEIVED LANDSCAPE CHARACTER/SPECIAL QUALITIES OF 

DESIGNATED LANDSCAPES 

179. The Proposed Development will have impacts on perceived landscape character/special qualities during 

construction and decommissioning phases (as indicated in Table 15.13).  

180. Construction and decommissioning phase effects on perceived landscape character will occur as a result 

of the construction activities, including laying new offshore export cables to shore; the construction phase 

for the installation of wind turbines; windfarm service vessels; and partially constructed offshore elements; 

all of which may combine to alter the perceived landscape character through visibility of the construction 

and decommissioning activities.  

181. The residual effects arising as a result of the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed 

Development are assessed as being of the same magnitude and significance on all landscape receptors 

as those arising due to their operation and maintenance, with the residual effects being short-term and 

temporary, occurring during the length of the construction and decommissioning phase and differing in 

nature from the operational effects mainly due the influence of the various construction vessels in the 

seascape, including cable laying vessels closer to shore within the export cable array area corridor, that 

will not be present or result in effects during the operational phase.  During the majority of the construction 

and decommissioning phases the magnitude of change and effects will be less than during the operational 

phase, while the wind turbines are not fully constructed. 

EFFECTS (DAYTIME) OF THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE OFFSHORE ELEMENTS OF THE 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT ON VISUAL RECEPTORS/VIEWS 

182. The Proposed Development will have impacts on visual receptors/views during the operation and 

maintenance phase (as indicated in Table 15.13).  

15.11.1. PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OF VIEWPOINTS AND VISUAL RECEPTORS  

183. A preliminary assessment of the effects of the operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development 

on representative viewpoints in the Seascape study area is presented in Table 15.19. A detailed 

assessment follows in Section 15.11.2 for each viewpoint that is identified in the preliminary assessment 

as requiring detailed assessment. 

Table 15.19: Preliminary Assessment Representative Viewpoints 

Viewpoint Minimum Distance to 
Proposed Development   
Array Area (km) 

Horizontal Field 
of View 
(degrees) 

Turbines 
Visible 

Preliminary 
Assessment 

Potential for significant effects that require detailed assessment 

1 Johnshaven (NCN1) 41.0 33 144 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

Viewpoint Minimum Distance to 
Proposed Development   
Array Area (km) 

Horizontal Field 
of View 
(degrees) 

Turbines 
Visible 

Preliminary 
Assessment 

2 Montrose 38.3 32 133 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

3 St Andrews Cathedral 47.6 33 164 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

4 Cambo Sands 39.7 43 179 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

5 Fife Ness 36.7 46 173 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

6 Crail 40.2 44 179 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

7 North Berwick Law 55.7 41 179 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

8 Tantallon Castle 52.0 42 179 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

9 Tyninghame (Ravensheugh 
Sands) 

50.9 45 163 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

10 Dunbar 47.9 47 179 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

11 Skateraw 44.1 50 179 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

12 Cove (SUW) 42.7 50 179 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

13 Fast Castle 36.6 50 179 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

14 Tun Law 35.1 55 179 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

15 St Abb's Head 33.6 56 179 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

16 Eyemouth 34.5 55 179 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

17 Berwick-upon-Tweed 41.5 47 179 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

18 Cocklawburn Beach 44.9 44 177 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

19 Holy Island (near Lindisfarne 
Castle) 

49.8 40* 172 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

20 Bamburgh Castle 56.4 36 179 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

21 Pencraig Brae 58.0  40  179  Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

22 Ewelair Hill 51.3 40  171 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

23 Isle of May 41.5 33  179 Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development. 

 

184. A preliminary assessment of the effects of the operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development 

on the visual receptors in the Seascape study area is presented in Table 15.20 with reference to the ZTV 
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analysis in Figure 15.5 to Figure 15.13. A detailed assessment follows in Section 15.11.3 for each visual 

receptor that is identified in the preliminary assessment as requiring detailed assessment.  

Table 15.20: Preliminary Assessment Visual Receptors 

Visual Receptor Minimum Distance 
to Proposed 
Development Array 
Area (km) 

Preliminary Assessment 

Potential for significant effects that require detailed assessment: 

Country Parks 

East Lothian: John Muir Country Park 47.4 Potential visibility of the Proposed Development due to the 
coastal location and north-easterly aspect of the coast. 

Major Settlements 

Aberdeenshire: Inverbervie 44.5 Potential visibility of a high number of wind turbines from 
Inverbervie on the East Aberdeenshire coast and within 
50 km of the Proposed Development. The south easterly 
aspect of the coast, the coastal nature of the settlement and 
its orientation and pattern means there is potential for 
significant effects. 

Angus: Arbroath, Carnoustie, Montrose 37.8, 44.4, 39 Potential visibility of higher numbers of Proposed 
Development wind turbines from much of Arbroath. The 
coastline has a south easterly aspect. Local topography, 
combined with the density and pattern of development are 
likely to reduce actual visibility away from the shoreline 
where properties address the sea. 

Potential visibility from much of Montrose with more wind 
turbines likely to be visible towards the north, particularly 
beyond the A935 and including the industrial estate between 
Coronation Avenue and Charleton Road. The pattern of 
development tends to be more dense towards Montrose 
Basin and properties tend not to address the coastline. 

East Lothian: Dunbar 47.5 Potential visibility of a high number of wind turbines from 
much of the coastal settlement on the East Lothian coast and 
within 50 km of the Proposed Development array area. The 
north easterly aspect of the coast means there is potential 
for significant effects. 

Fife: Anstruther, Crail, Pittenweem, St 
Andrews 

 

45.2, 39.9, 47.6, 48.3 Potential visibility of a high number of wind turbines from 
much of the settlements within 50 km of the Proposed 
Development array on the Fife. The north easterly aspect of 
the coast, the coastal nature of the settlements and their 
orientation and pattern means there is potential for significant 
effects. 

Potential visibility of a high number of wind turbines from the 
western and eastern ends of Anstruther. The coastal village 
and its residential properties face the sea on a coastline with 
a south easterly aspect. 

• Potential visibility of a high number of wind turbines from 
Crail. The coastal village and its residential properties face 
the sea on a coastline with a north easterly aspect. 

• Potential visibility of a high number of wind turbines from 
Pittenweem. The coastal village and its residential properties 
face the sea on a coastline with a south easterly aspect. 

While St Andrews lies almost entirely within the ZTV, a 
relatively low proportion will potentially see high numbers of 
wind turbines, this area being concentrated on the historic 
core and its coastline. The area is bounded by the shoreline, 

Visual Receptor Minimum Distance 
to Proposed 
Development Array 
Area (km) 

Preliminary Assessment 

Bell St to the west, and the A918 to the south. The north 
western edge adjoining the A91 lies outside the ZTV. The 
coastline has a north easterly aspect. 

Scottish Borders: Eyemouth  35.3 Potential visibility of a high number of wind turbines from 
much of the coastal settlement on the Scottish Borders coast 
and within 50 km of the Proposed Development array. The 
north easterly aspect of the coast means there is potential 
for significant effects. 

Northumberland: Berwick-upon-Tweed 41.8 Potential visibility of a high number of wind turbines from 
parts of the coastal settlement along the Northumberland 
coast and within 50 km of the Proposed Development array. 
The north easterly aspect of the coast, and the coastal nature 
of the settlement means there is potential for significant 
effects. 

Minor Settlements 

Aberdeenshire: Gourdon, Johnshaven 43, 41.1 Potential visibility of a high number of wind turbines from the 
entirety of the settlements. There is potential for significant 
effects due to the aspect of the coast and openness of the 
surrounding landscape; and the pattern and density of 
development at the coastal settlements of Gourdon and 
Johnshaven. 

Angus: Auchmithie, East Haven  35.3, 42  Potential visibility of a high number of wind turbines from the 
entirety of the coastal settlements. The aspect of the coast 
and openness of the surrounding landscape means there is 
potential for significant effects. 

East Lothian: Bilsdean, Innerwick 43.6, 46.3 Potential visibility of a high number of wind turbines from the 
entirety of the settlements. The north easterly aspect of the 
coast, elevated location and the pattern and density of 
development means there is potential for significant effects. 

Scottish Borders: Cove, St Abbs 42.8, 34.4 Potential visibility of a high number of wind turbines from the 
entirety of the coastal settlements. The north/north easterly 
aspect of the coast, coastal nature of the settlements, and 
the pattern and density of development means there is 
potential for significant effects. 

Northumberland: Spittal 43.2 Potential visibility of a high number of wind turbines from 
much of the coastal settlement. The north easterly aspect of 
the coast, and the coastal nature of the settlement means 
there is potential for significant effects. 

Long distance recreational routes 

Berwickshire Coastal Path 33.5 Potential visibility from the whole route between 
Cockburnspath and Berwick-upon-Tweed, lying within 
41.3 km of the Proposed Array Boundary.    

Fife Coastal Path 36.8 Potential visibility for the stretch between Pittenweem and 
Leuchars, lying between 41.6 and 54.2 km from the 
Proposed Array Boundary.   

John Muir Way 42.9 Potential visibility from the stretch between North Berwick 
and Cockburnspath, lying between 48 and 55.9 km from the 
Proposed Array Boundary.   

St Cuthbert’s Way 48.4 Potential visibility is limited to the approximately 14.6 km 
stretch loosely running northwards between St Cuthbert’s 
Cave and Holy Island; and between 52.5 and 56.5 km from 
the Proposed Array Boundary.  
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Visual Receptor Minimum Distance 
to Proposed 
Development Array 
Area (km) 

Preliminary Assessment 

NCN 1 35.7 Potential visibility within Angus and Aberdeenshire, between 
Dundee and Stonehaven; within Fife between Strathkiness 
and Tayport; and within Northumberland, between 
Tweedmouth and Seahouses. The route lies approximately 
41.7 km from the Proposed Development array at its closest 
point. 

NCN 76 44.1 Potential visibility from much of the route between East 
Linton and Berwick-upon-Tweed. The route lies 
approximately 46.1 km from the Proposed Development 
array at its closest point. 

Main road routes 

A1 37.1 Potential visibility from several sections comprising much of 
the route: between East Linton and Cockburnspath 
(21.7 km); Burnmouth and Berwick-upon-Tweed (9.3 km); 
and Haggerston to the Seascape Study Area boundary 
(16.1 km), albeit over 50 km from the Proposed 
Development array. The route lies 41.7 km from the 
Proposed Development array at its closest point, just south 
of Burnmouth. 

A1107 35.4 Potential visibility from much of the route, between 
Cockburnspath and Eyemouth. 

A917 39.8 Potential visibility from much of the route, between Elie and 
Earlsferry and St Andrews. 

A92 37.6 Potential visibility from much of the route, between 
Stonehaven and Dundee with short gaps north of Arbroath, 
south of Montrose and south of Stonehaven. 

A933 38 Potential visibility from much of the route, for approximately 
9 km between Friockheim and Arbroath.  

B940 40.1 Potential visibility from much of the route, between Lathockar 
and Crail. 

B9120 42 Potential visibility from much of the route, between Garvock 
and the A1 west of Johnshaven. 

B9131 44.9 Potential visibility from much of the route, between 
Anstruther and St Andrews. 

B9171  40.1 Potential visibility from much of the route, between Newton 
of Balcormo and Crail. 

Edinburgh to Aberdeen Line 36.7 Potential visibility from much of the route between Dundee 
and Stonehaven. 

ECML railway 36.9 Potential visibility from much of the route between east 
Linton and Belford, with a long gap between Cockburnspath 
and Burnmouth. 

Considered in preliminary assessment but found to have no likelihood of significant effects 

Country Parks 

Angus: Crombie, Forfar, Loch Monikie 48.5, 58.8, 50.1 Limited potential visibility of the Proposed Development, due 
to inland location and intervening tree cover. 

Fife: Craigtoun 51 Limited potential visibility of the Proposed Development, due 
to inland location and intervening tree cover. 

Major Settlements 

Visual Receptor Minimum Distance 
to Proposed 
Development Array 
Area (km) 

Preliminary Assessment 

Aberdeenshire: Laurencekirk, 
Stonehaven 

49.1, 56.2 No potential visibility of the Proposed Development due to 
screening by landform and built form. 

Angus: Brechin, Monifieth, Forfar 50, 50.8, 58.3 Limited potential visibility due to distance from the Proposed 
Development array at Brechin and Monifieth, no potential 
visibility at Forfar due to screening by landform. 

Dundee City: Broughty Ferry, Dundee 54.1, 59.8 Limited potential visibility due to distance from the Proposed 
Development array area, restricted influence of the sea due 
to the location away from the coastline screening by urban 
form. 

East Lothian: East Linton, North Berwick 56.2, 55.4 Limited potential visibility due to distance from the Proposed 
Development array area. 

Fife: Tayport, Newport-On-Tay 53.9, 57.6 Limited potential visibility due to distance from the Proposed 
Development array area at Tayport, no potential visibility 
from Newport-On-Tay due to screening by landform and built 
form. 

Scottish Borders: Duns 53.3 No potential visibility of the Proposed Development due to 
screening by landform and built form. 

Minor Settlements 

Aberdeenshire: Allardice, Arbuthnott, 
Auchenblae, Burnhead, Catterline, Cowie, 
Drumlithie, Edzell Woods, Fettercairn, 
Fordoun, Inch of Arnhall, Kinneff, Kirkton, 
Kirktown of Fetteresso, Lochside, 
Luthermuir, Marykirk, North Water Bridge, 
Redcloak, Roadside, Roadside of 
Catterline, Roadside of Kinneff, Rosehill, 
Sauchieburn, St Cyrus 

41.9 to 57.6 Limited potential visibility due to distance from the Proposed 
Development array and/or restricted by tree cover or built 
form. 

Angus: Aberlemno, Arbirlot, Backmuir, 
Balhall, Balrownie, Barry, Blackgate, 
Bogindollo, Bowriefauld, Burnside of 
Duntrune, Caldhame, Careston, Colliston, 
Craichie, Craigo, Craigton, Drumsturdy, 
Edzell, Finavon, Friockheim, Galllowfauld, 
Gannochy, Gateside, Gowanbank, 
Greystone, Hillend, Hillside, Inchbare, 
Inveraldie, Inverarity, Kellas, Kingennie, 
Kingsmuir, Kirkton of Craig, Kirkton of 
Monikie, Letham, Little, Brechin, Lunan, 
Lunanhead, Melgund, Middleton, Milldens, 
Monikie, Muirdrum, Murroes, Netherton, 
Newbigging, Newtonmill, North Craigo, 
North Whitehills, Oathlaw, Petterden, 
Redford, Rescobie, Shielhill, South 
Whitehills, Tannadice, Tigerton, Trinity, 
Wellbank, Whigstreet 

36.8 to 59.4 Limited potential visibility due to distance from the 
Proposed Development array area. 

East Lothian: Broxburn, Dirleton, East 
Fortune, Kingston, Luggate Burn, Pitcox, 
Preston, Spott, Stenton, Traprain, 
Tyninghame, West Barns, Whitekirk, 
Whittingehame 

47 to 59.4 Limited potential visibility due to distance from the Proposed 
Development array area. 

Fife: Abercrombie, Arncroach, Baldinnie, 
Balmullo, Barnyards, Beley Bridge, 
Blebocraigs, Boarhills, Carnbee, Ceres, 

40.5 to 59.9 Limited potential visibility due to distance from the Proposed 
Development array area. 
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Colinsburgh, Denhead, Drumeldrie, 
Drumoig, Earlsferry, Edenside, Elie, 
Fetterdale, Guardbridge, Kemback, 
Kilconquhar, Kilrenny, Kincaple, 
Kingsbarns, Largoward, Lathones, 
Lawhead, Leuchars, Logie, Lower Largo, 
Lucklawhill, Mount Melville, New Gilston, 
Newton of Balcormo, Osnaburgh / Dairsie, 
Peat Inn, Pickletillum, Pitscottie, Prior 
Muir, Radernie, St Michaels, St Monans, 
Strathkinness, Stravithie, Upper Largo, 
Woodhaven, Woodside, Wormit 

Northumberland: Ancroft, Bamburgh, 
Belford, Berrington, Beal, Bowsden, Prior 
Park, Crookham, Burton, Duddo, 
Cheswick, Detchant, East Ord, Easington, 
Etal, East  Kyloe, Ford, Elwick, Grindon, 
Fenwick, Holburn, Goswick, Haggerston, 
Mardon, Holy Island, Norham, Lowick, 
Middleton, Ross, Scremerston, 
Seahouses, Shoresdean, Shoreswood, 
Waren Mill, West Allerdean, West Mains 

43.7 to 59.6 Limited potential visibility due to distance from the Proposed 
Development array. 

Scottish Borders: Abbey St Bathans, 
Allanton, Auchencrow, Ayton, Burnmouth, 
Cheeklaw, Chirnside, Chirnsidebridge, 
Clockmill, Cockburnspath, Coldingham, 
Edrom, Fishwick, Fogo, Foulden, Foulden 
Newton, Gavinton, Grantshouse, 
Gunsgreen, Hoprig, Horndean, 
Houndwood, Hutton, Ladykirk, Lamberton, 
Lamberton Shiels, Lennel, Longformacus, 
Nisbet Hill, Paxton, Polwarth, Preston, 
Reston, Sinclair's Hill, Stockbridge, 
Swinton, Swintonmill, Upsettlington, West 
Foulden, Whitsome 

35.1 to 59.4 Limited to negligible potential visibility due to distance from 
the Proposed Development array, and/or restricted by 
intervening tree cover. 

Long distance recreational routes 

Southern Upland Way (SUW) 42.2 

 

Potential visibility is limited to a small part of the route, of 
approximately 4 km between Pease Dean and 
Cockburnspath.    

Ravenber Way 41.9 Negligible potential visibility of the Proposed Development, 
limited to its eastern terminus. 

NCN 68 51.4 Negligible potential visibility of the Proposed Development. 

NCN 77 59.2 Limited potential visibility of the Proposed Development from 
a short stretch of the route within Dundee, restricted by 
distance from the Proposed Development array (nearly 
60 km); surrounding urban form; and the intervening 
landscape of Fife.  

NCN 777 57 Negligible potential visibility of the Proposed Development 
as the route lies on the southern shore of the River Tay with 
a north westerly aspect and much of northern Fife intervenes 
between it and the Proposed Development array. 

Main road routes 

Visual Receptor Minimum Distance 
to Proposed 
Development Array 
Area (km) 

Preliminary Assessment 

A198, A199, A85, A914, A915, A919, 
A928, A929, A957, A972, A991 

48.6 to 59.5 Limited potential visibility due to distance from the Proposed 
Development array. 

A90 48.5 Limited proportion of route with potential visibility, north of 
Todhills, while to the south, distance from the Proposed 
Development array limits its visibility. 

A1087, A6105, A91, A935, A937 39.8 to 48.7 Negligible length with potential visibility of Proposed 
Development, due to screening and/or orientation 

A1167, A6112, A698, A918, A930, A932 40.6 to 48 Negligible potential visibility of the Proposed Development, 
due to screening and/or orientation. 

A697, A926, A934, A94 39.5 to 58.8 No potential visibility of the Proposed Development, due to 
topography. 

B1340, B1341, B1342, B1343, B1345, 
B1346, B1347, B1377, B1407, B6349, 
B6353, B6365, B6370, B6456, B9134, 
B941, B945, B946, B959, B960, B962, 
B978, B979 

50.2 to 59.6  Limited potential visibility due to distance from the Proposed 
Development array. 

B6354, B6355, B6435, B6437, B6438, 
B6460, B6525, B9095, B9113, B9114, 
B9120, B9127, B9128, B939, B942, B964, 
B965, B966, B967, B974 

34.4 to 49.9 Negligible length with potential visibility of the Proposed 
Development, due to screening and/or orientation 

B6461, B6470, B9100, B9133, B957, 
B995 

38.7 to 57.3 No potential visibility of the Proposed Development, due to 
topography. 

Golf courses   

Angus: Montrose Golf Links 45.8 No potential for significant effects due to the long distance of 
the receptor from the Proposed Development array area and 
its restricted visibility from the low-lying golf course that is 
partially screened by intervening dunes along the coast (with 
either no visibility or lower levels visibility shown in the ZTV 
around much of the golf course). When visible, the scale of 
the Proposed Development wind turbines will be relatively 
small and their position partially subsumed behind and 
overlapping some of Seagreen 1. The sensitivity of golfers to 
change is also reduced somewhat as their attention and 
interest is likely to be focused on playing golf and their 
enjoyment of this recreation is influenced by, but not 
dependent on, views of the seascape.  

Angus: Arbroath Golf Links 44.8 No potential for significant effects due to the restricted 
visibility from parts of the low-lying golf course caused by the 
intervening landform embankment running alongside the 
main line railway, and when visible, the relatively small 
apparent scale and limited amount of the Proposed 
Development wind turbines visible above the distant horizon. 
The sensitivity of golfers to change is also reduced 
somewhat as their attention and interest is likely to be 
focused on playing golf and their enjoyment of this recreation 
is influenced by, but not dependent on, views of the 
seascape. 

Angus: Carnoustie Golf Links 49.3 No potential for significant effects due to the very long 
distance of the receptor from the Proposed Development 
array area and its restricted visibility from parts of the low-
lying golf course caused by the intervening localised 
landforms, dunes, gorse and scattered stands of trees, with 
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Visual Receptor Minimum Distance 
to Proposed 
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Area (km) 

Preliminary Assessment 

the local screening influence within the golf course being 
greater moving westwards inland away from the coastline. 
Visibility of the Proposed Development will be higher towards 
the eastern coastal edges of the golf course which afford 
more open sea views, however potential for significant 
effects is limited by the relatively small apparent scale and 
limited amount of the Proposed Development wind turbines 
visible above the distant horizon from the low-lying landform 
on the eastern side of the golf links, and is partially 
moderated by the influence of the operational SeaGreen 1 
and Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farms within existing sea 
views, within which the addition of the Proposed 
Development will be viewed. The sensitivity of golfers to 
change is also reduced somewhat as their attention and 
interest is likely to be focused on playing golf and their 
enjoyment of this recreation is influenced by, but not 
dependent on, views of the seascape. 

Fife: Royal & Ancient Golf Club of St 
Andrews 

54.1 No potential for significant effects due to the very long 
distance of the receptor from the Proposed Development 
array area and its restricted visibility from the low-lying golf 
caused by the intervening localised landforms, dunes and 
gorse, with the local screening influence within the golf 
course being greater moving westwards inland away from 
the coastline. Even from the eastern coastal edges of the golf 
course the intervening dunes running alongside the beach 
provide some screening, limiting open sea views to localised 
areas of higher ground, where potential for significant effects 
is limited by the long distance, relatively small apparent scale 
and limited amount of the Proposed Development wind 
turbines visible above the distant horizon and their position 
partially subsumed behind and overlapping Neart na Gaoithe 
offshore wind farm. The sensitivity of golfers to change is 
also reduced somewhat as their attention and interest is 
likely to be focused on playing golf and their enjoyment of 
this recreation is influenced by, but not dependent on, views 
of the seascape. 

Fife: The Castle Course, St Andrews 51.1 No potential for significant effects due to the very long 
distance of the receptor from the Proposed Development 
array area. Although visibility of the Proposed Development 
will be higher towards the eastern coastal edges of the golf 
course which afford more open sea views, potential for 
significant effects is limited by the very long distance, the 
relatively small apparent scale and limited amount of the 
Proposed Development wind turbines visible above the 
distant horizon, and their position partially subsumed behind 
and overlapping Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm. The 
sensitivity of golfers to change is also reduced somewhat as 
their attention and interest is likely to be focused on playing 
golf and their enjoyment of this recreation is influenced by, 
but not dependent on, views of the seascape. 

Fife: Fairmont (Torrance), St Andrews 49.3 No potential for significant effects due to the very long 
distance of the receptor from the Proposed Development 
array area and its restricted visibility from the golf course 
caused by the intervening coastal landforms and orientation 
of the coastline, coupled with the localised influence of 

Visual Receptor Minimum Distance 
to Proposed 
Development Array 
Area (km) 

Preliminary Assessment 

landforms and gorse within the course. Visibility of the 
Proposed Development will be higher towards the eastern 
coastal edges of the golf course which afford more open sea 
views, however potential for significant effects is limited by 
the very long distance, the relatively small apparent scale 
and limited amount of the Proposed Development wind 
turbines visible above the distant horizon, and their position 
partially subsumed behind and overlapping Neart na Gaoithe 
offshore wind farm. The sensitivity of golfers to change is 
also reduced somewhat as their attention and interest is 
likely to be focused on playing golf and their enjoyment of 
this recreation is influenced by, but not dependent on, views 
of the seascape. 

Fife: Kings Barns Golf Links 
Balcomie Links, Crail 

44.7 
42.0 

No potential for significant effects due to the very long 
distance of the receptor from the Proposed Development 
array area and narrow portion of the view occupied in 
addition to Neart na Gaoithe. Visibility is partially restricted 
from low-lying areas of the golf course and by the intervening 
localised landforms, dunes and gorse, with the local 
screening influence being greater moving inland away from 
the coastline. Although visibility of the Proposed 
Development will be higher towards the eastern coastal 
edges of the golf course which afford more open sea views, 
potential for significant effects is limited by the very long 
distance, the relatively small apparent scale and limited 
amount of the Proposed Development wind turbines visible 
above the distant horizon, and their position partially largely 
subsumed behind and overlapping Neart na Gaoithe 
offshore wind farm, which results in a narrow additional 
portion of the view being affected and the majority of the 
open sea skyline being retained and unaffected. The 
sensitivity of golfers to change is also reduced somewhat as 
their attention and interest is likely to be focused on playing 
golf and their enjoyment of this recreation is influenced by, 
but not dependent on, views of the seascape. 

East Lothian: Archerfield Links 59.2 No potential for significant effects due to the very long 
distance of the receptor from the Proposed Development 
array area, which is located 59.2km at its closest point and 
extends westwards to longer distance outside the SLVIA 
study area. Visibility is partially restricted from the intervening 
landform from low-lying areas of the golf course, with or 
lower levels visibility shown in the ZTV around much of the 
golf course and is further restricted by the intervening 
woodlands within the course. Potential for significant effects 
is further limited by the very long distance, the relatively small 
apparent scale and limited amount of the Proposed 
Development wind turbines visible above the distant horizon 
and is partially moderated by the influence of the operational 
Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm within existing sea 
views, within which the addition of the Proposed 
Development will be viewed. The sensitivity of golfers to 
change is also reduced somewhat as their attention and 
interest is likely to be focused on playing golf and their 
enjoyment of this recreation is influenced by, but not 
dependent on, views of the seascape. 
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East Lothian: Winterfield Golf Club 48.7 No potential for significant effects due to the very long 
distance of the receptor from the Proposed Development 
array area and its restricted visibility from the golf course 
caused by the intervening coastal landforms and orientation 
of the coastline, with views from the course focused to the 
north across the Firth of Forth and north-west to Bass Rock, 
coupled with the localised influence of stands of trees and 
buildings around the course. Potential for significant effects 
is limited by the very long distance, the relatively small 
apparent scale and limited amount of the Proposed 
Development wind turbines visible above the distant horizon 
and moderated by the influence of the operational Neart na 
Gaoithe offshore wind farm within existing sea views, within 
which the addition of the Proposed Development will be 
viewed. The sensitivity of golfers to change is also reduced 
somewhat as their attention and interest is likely to be 
focused on playing golf and their enjoyment of this recreation 
is influenced by, but not dependent on, views of the 
seascape. 

East Lothian: Dunbar Golf Cub 46.7 No potential for significant effects due to the very long 
distance of the receptor from the Proposed Development 
array area and its restricted visibility from the western parts 
of the golf course caused by the intervening woodland 
around Broxmouth Park. Although visibility of the Proposed 
Development will be higher towards the eastern coastal 
edges of the golf course which afford more open sea views, 
potential for significant effects is limited by the relatively 
small apparent scale and limited amount of the Proposed 
Development wind turbines visible above the distant horizon 
and moderated by the influence of the operational Neart na 
Gaoithe offshore wind farm within existing sea views, within 
which the addition of the Proposed Development will be 
viewed. The sensitivity of golfers to change is also reduced 
somewhat as their attention and interest is likely to be 
focused on playing golf and their enjoyment of this recreation 
is influenced by, but not dependent on, views of the 
seascape. 

Scottish Borders: Eyemouth Golf Club 39.1 No potential for significant effects due to the increased 
amount of the Proposed Development visible from elevated 
coastline, due to the long distance of the Proposed 
Development array area in offshore views, its apparent scale 
and position beyond the skyline, and the moderating 
influence of the operational Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind 
farm within existing views. The sensitivity of golfers to 
change is also reduced somewhat as their attention and 
interest is likely to be focused on playing golf and their 
enjoyment of this recreation is influenced by, but not 
dependent on, views of the seascape. 

Northumberland: Magdalene Fields Golf 
Club (Berwick-upon-Tweed) 

45.8 No potential for significant effects due to the very long 
distance of the receptor from the Proposed Development 
array area and visibility is partially restricted from low-lying 
areas of the golf course by the intervening localised 
landforms and stands of trees, with the local screening 
influence being greater moving inland away from the 
coastline. Although visibility of the Proposed Development 

Visual Receptor Minimum Distance 
to Proposed 
Development Array 
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Preliminary Assessment 

will be higher towards the eastern coastal edges of the golf 
course which afford more open sea views, potential for 
significant effects is limited by the very long distance, the 
relatively small apparent scale and limited amount of the 
Proposed Development wind turbines visible above the 
distant horizon. The sensitivity of golfers to change is also 
reduced somewhat as their attention and interest is likely to 
be focused on playing golf and their enjoyment of this 
recreation is influenced by, but not dependent on, views of 
the seascape. 

Northumberland: Goswick Golf Club 51.2 No potential for significant effects due to the very long 
distance of the receptor from the Proposed Development 
array area and its restricted visibility from the low-lying golf 
course that is largely screened by intervening dunes along 
the coast, with no visibility shown in the ZTV across the 
majority of the golf course.  

Northumberland: Bamburgh Castle Golf 
Club 

59.7 No potential for significant effects due to the very long 
distance of the receptor from the Proposed Development 
array area, which is located 59.7km at its closest point and 
extends westwards to longer distance. Visibility is partially 
restricted from the intervening landform from low-lying areas 
of the golf course, by the stands of trees and localised 
landforms within the course. Potential for significant effects 
is further limited by the very long distance, the relatively small 
apparent scale and limited amount of the Proposed 
Development wind turbines visible above the distant horizon. 
The sensitivity of golfers to change is also reduced 
somewhat as their attention and interest is likely to be 
focused on playing golf and their enjoyment of this recreation 
is influenced by, but not dependent on, views of the 
seascape. 

15.11.2. DETAILED ASSESSMENT OF DAYTIME EFFECTS ON VIEWS 

Viewpoint 1 Johnshaven (NCN1) 

Baseline and sensitivity  

185. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 1 Johnshaven (NCN1) are shown in Figure 15.21a-d 

and a baseline 53.5° HFoV photomontage including Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm is shown in Figure 

15.21e.  

186. Located on the Cove Bay to Milton Ness coastline (SA 3), the viewpoint lies on Fore Street, just behind 

the shoreline with residential development within Johnshaven behind. The view looking south-east towards 

the Proposed Development looks over the open North Sea to the sea horizon and is wide and long-ranging. 

Looking south-west, the view is enclosed by the sweeping sandy beach of Montrose Bay (SA 4); the low 

hills of Montreathmoor and Rossie covered by a patchwork of farm and woodland behind; Scurdie Ness 

lighthouse and Red Head’s rugged cliffs jutting beyond the headland of Long Craig (SA 5); and the Angus 

coastline between Lang Craig to Deil’s Heid (SA 7) in the distance. Johnshaven lies on a convex curve of 

the coastline, and its buildings enclose the view north and prevail on the coastal edge to the south. 



                                    

 

 

Berwick Bank Wind Farm 35 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm is visible in the view out to sea approximately 28.1 km to the south-east, 

occupying 33° of the horizontal field of view and forming the main scale comparators at sea, however Neart 

na Gaoithe offshore wind farm is barely visible at 51.7 km. 

187. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be medium-high, reflecting that the view has medium-

high value and the receptors experiencing the view have a medium-high susceptibility to change, for the 

reasons set out below. 

188. Value. The viewpoint is a locally valued area to enjoy the sea with view benches orientated to overlook 

the sea. The view is not afforded protection in planning policy, but encompasses ‘rugged and intricate 

scenery’ that is characteristic of the South East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA and afforded planning policy 

protection. Not recognised informally or known as having particular scenic qualities, the expansive view is 

largely representative of views from this section of coast, is simple in composition and otherwise has few 

specific elements or a composition from which scenic value may be derived.  

189. Susceptibility. The village is located within Raised Beach Coast (LCT 13), and characteristically, climbs 

the slope to the A92 from the shoreline and Fore Street, where the viewpoint is located. The view is 

representative of the view experienced by residents of the village who gain static, long duration views, 

often out to sea due to the coastward orientation of the village; and people using NCN1, who gain dynamic 

but protracted views along the southern Aberdeenshire coastline as they travel along the coastal section 

of the route between Inverbervie and Johnshaven, avoiding the A92. The viewpoint affords a direct view 

out to sea from the coastal edge, in which viewers are more liable to be influenced by development in the 

sea. The wide view of the sea horizon is the primary focus despite enclosure to the south-west by the 

sweeping Angus coastline. The offshore site boundary is remote and separated by the open seas from the 

viewpoint.  The visual amenity experienced by the viewers is already influenced by the presence of the 

Seagreen 1 wind turbines as visible elements experienced in the view of the sea, which moderates the 

viewers susceptibility to change. 

Magnitude of change  

190. The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 1 Johnshaven (NCN1) is shown in the 

photomontage in Figure 15.21g. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and 

maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as low, for the reasons set out below. 

191. The Proposed Development array area will be located a long distance, between (approximately) 48.5 km 

and 95.9 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such long distances, the 

Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant seascape skyline, beyond a 

broad swathe of seascape. 

192. The upper towers and rotors of 144 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the lower parts of 

the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The rotor blades are likely 

to appear oblique/side on to the viewer when operating during the prevailing south-westerly wind direction. 

The more distant wind turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, ensuring that the Proposed 

Development appears less dense overall. 

193. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be relatively small, due 

to their long distance offshore and the large scale of the seascape in the view. The vertical appearance of 

the wind turbines may contrast with the horizontal emphasis of the sea skyline, but the wind turbines will 

appear no greater in vertical scale than the coastal landform to the south-west and of similar vertical scale 

to Seagreen 1.  

194. The lateral spread of the Proposed Development wind turbines may occupy up to 28° of the horizontal field 

of view (HFoV) but will appear subsumed behind and overlapping much of Seagreen 1 to the north, 

therefore only adding a further 12° to the HFoV - a narrow portion of the view, in which much of the open 

sea skyline will be retained and the coastline views unaffected. Where the Proposed Development and 

Seagreen 1 overlap, the combined array may appear denser. 

195. The Proposed Development wind turbines may generally be seen beyond the horizon, viewed as a ‘horizon 

development’ beyond a large open seascape, rather than being viewed ‘within’ its seascape, clearly 

separated from the mainland coast, and headlands intervening seascape. The Proposed Development 

wind turbines are sufficiently distant, small scale and narrow in lateral extent, that the panoramic views to 

the sea either side will be retained. The majority of the Proposed Development wind turbines may be seen 

as blade tip only, with the closest rotors visible above horizon. The ‘rugged and intricate scenery of 

weathered coastal cliffs and raised beach landforms’ providing the setting to Johnshaven, and current 

levels of visual amenity will remain largely unchanged.  

Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

196. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint and low magnitude of change, 

the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate/minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 

197. Excellent visibility will be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible at 

distances over 48.5 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of low 

frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates only 10.7% visibility frequency of the Proposed Development 

at distances of 50-60 km and 0% visibility frequency at distances over 60 km (the Met Office data has no 

records of visibility greater than 60 km). The more distant wind turbines in the array are unlikely to be 

visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development has less effect overall. The closest Proposed 

Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible due to the prevailing 

weather conditions, which will often prevent visibility of such distant objects at such long-range. Even 

during excellent visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due to the 

low contrast with the sky, atmospheric conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to distinguish 

wind turbines at such long distances.  

Viewpoint 2 Montrose 

Baseline and sensitivity  

198. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 2 Montrose are shown in Figure 15.22a-c and a 

baseline 53.5° HFoV photomontage including Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm is shown in Figure 15.22e.  

199. The viewpoint is located just behind the shoreline of Montrose Bay (SA4) within Beaches, Dunes and Links 

(LCT 388). The view looks south-east over the seascape of Montrose Bay from parking at the Montrose 

Beach facilities on Traill Drive. The seascape in the view extends across a wide bay (Montrose Bay) 

partially enclosed to the north by the Aberdeenshire coastline between Cove Bay to Milton Ness (SA 3); 

and to the south by the low peninsula of Scurdie Ness within Long Craig (SA 5). The sweep of Montrose 

Bay’s sandy beach is backed by low hills falling to the sea at Milton Ness and settled areas within the 

majority of the ZTV are set slightly inland from the coast. The settled landscape is a mix of farm and 

woodland with a number of onshore wind turbines visible in the short-medium range on the landform 

backdrop northwards towards Aberdeenshire. The lighthouse at Scurdie Ness is forms a landmark and 

focus feature to the south-east. Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm is visible in the view out to sea 

approximately 31.8 km to the east/south-east, occupying 29° of the horizontal field of view and forming the 

main scale comparators at sea, however Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm is not visible. 

200. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be medium, reflecting that the view has medium value 

and the receptors experiencing the view have a medium susceptibility to change, for the reasons set out 

below. 
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201. Value. The viewpoint is located at a locally valued area to enjoy views of the sea, at a recreational facility 

behind Montrose Beach. Car parking, toilets and other facilities are located here with benches orientated 

to overlook the sea. The view is not afforded protection in planning policy and neither lies within, nor does 

it generally overlook a designated landscape, although the coast to the north is locally designated. Not 

recognised informally or known as having particular scenic qualities, the expansive view is largely 

representative of views from this section of coast, having few specific elements or a composition from 

which particular scenic value may be derived.  

202. Susceptibility. The viewpoint is representative of people on the beach or utilising the recreational facilities 

behind, for whom the view is integral to their experience. The viewpoint affords a direct view out to se a 

from the coastal edge, in which viewers are more liable to be influenced by development in the sea , and 

receptors are likely to be either slow moving or stationary. The view of the wide bay is part of the primary 

interest in the view along with focal points such as the lighthouse at Scurdie Ness and the interface of land 

and coast. The offshore site boundary is remote and separated by open sea from the viewpoint location. 

The visual amenity experienced by the viewers is already influenced by the presence of the Seagreen 1 

wind turbines as visible elements experienced in the view of the sea, which moderates the viewers 

susceptibility to change. 

Magnitude of change 

203. The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 2 Montrose is shown in the 

photomontage in Figure 15.22f. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and 

maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as medium-low, for the reasons set out below. 

204. The Proposed Development array area will be located at long distance, between (approximately) 45.3 km 

and 94.5 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such long distances, the 

Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant seascape skyline, beyond 

the immediate seascape context. The Proposed Development wind turbines may be seen on and beyond 

the horizon, being distant and low on the horizon. 

205. The upper towers and rotors of 133 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the lower parts of 

the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The rotor blades are likely 

to appear oblique/side on to the viewer when operating during the prevailing south-westerly wind direction. 

The more distant wind turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, ensuring that the Proposed 

Development appears less dense overall. 

206. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be relatively small, due 

to their long distance offshore and the large scale of the seascape in the view. The vertical appearance of 

the wind turbines may contrast with the horizontal emphasis of the sea skyline and the closest may appear 

slightly larger than those of Seagreen 1. The wind turbines of both developments will be smaller in vertical 

scale than the coastal landform of Scurdie Ness and the Aberdeenshire coast. Neart na Gaoithe offshore 

windfarm will be screened by Scurdie Ness.  

207. The lateral spread of the Proposed Development wind turbines may occupy up to 28° of the HFoV but will 

appear partially subsumed behind and overlapping some of Seagreen 1 to the north, therefore only adding 

a further 20° to the HFoV - a narrow portion of the view, in which much of the open sea skyline will be 

retained and the coastline views unaffected. The combined extent of both windfarms may appear 

contiguous with the Scurdie Ness headland, further enclosing the view to the south of the wide bay yet 

retaining open, unaffected seascape to the north of Seagreen 1.   

Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

208. Based on the combination of the medium sensitivity of the viewpoint and medium-low magnitude of change, 

the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate/minor), direct, long-term and reversible. The simple seascape will continue to be the 

predominant characteristic of the view. 

209. Excellent visibility will be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible at 

distances over 45.3 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of 

relatively low frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates only 20.2% visibility frequency of the Proposed 

Development at distances of 45-60 km and 0% visibility frequency at distances over 60 km (the Met Office 

data has no records of visibility greater than 60 km).  The more distant wind turbines in the array are 

unlikely to be visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development has less effect overall. The closest 

Proposed Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible due to the 

prevailing weather conditions, which will often prevent visibility of such distant objects at such long-range. 

Even during excellent visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due 

to the low contrast with the sky, atmospheric conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to 

distinguish wind turbines at such long distances.   

Viewpoint 3 St Andrews Cathedral 

Baseline and sensitivity  

210. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 3 St Andrews Cathedral are shown in Figure 15.23a-

c and a baseline 53.5° HFoV photomontage including Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm is shown in 

Figure 15.23e.  

211. The viewpoint is located on the clifftop by the cemetery of the ruined St Andrews Cathedral. Looking just 

south of east, the view of the open sea is wide, yet the seascape in the view is partially enclosed beyond 

the foreground of stone harbour and pier, by the rocky coastline (SA 12) to the south extending into 

successive low headlands at Kinkell Ness, Buddo Ness and Babett Ness, and to the north by the Angus 

coastline beyond the Forth of Tay. In the view to the east, towards the Proposed Development, steep scrub 

covered slopes rising from the shoreline abruptly turn into level farmland above containing several large 

buildings and buildings within St Andrews can be seen in the foreground.  

212. To the north, the ruined St Andrews castle is prominent above the rocky coastline (SA 12) against a 

backdrop of successive layers of landscape: the sandy coastline of St Andrews Bay (SA 11) including West 

Sands and Tentsmuir Sands, with the extensive Tentsmuir forest forming a long, dark line above; the low 

hills of north eastern Fife; the settled landscape of Angus, slowly  falling to the sea; and beyond, the low 

skyline of the Sidlaw Hills. Behind the sandy Angus shoreline (SA 8), the landscape is covered by farm 

and woodland, settlement and occasional tall structures including the wind turbines at Michelin Tyre 

Factory in Dundee (17.3km away) and Low Lighthouse at Barry Links. Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm 

is visible in the view along the coast approximately 28.5 km to the east, occupying 20° of the horizontal 

field of view and forming the main scale comparators at sea, however Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm is 

barely visible at 56.4 km. 

213. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be medium-high, reflecting that the view has medium-

high value and the receptors experiencing the view have a medium susceptibility to change, for the reasons 

set out below. 

214. Value. While not an OS mapped viewpoint, the viewpoint is a well-recognised viewpoint with benches 

oriented towards the sea to promote the enjoyment of the view. The view is not afforded protection in 

planning policy, and neither lies in nor overlooks a designated landscape when looking towards the 

Proposed Development, however parts of the coast to the north are locally designated . It is easily 

accessible from the surrounding settlement and a popular location for visi tors and residents alike due to 

the presence of the cathedral, castle and the expansive view of the coastline. Much of the Fife coastline 

that is visible extending east in the view to Fife Ness is locally designated as part of the St Andrews to Fife 

Ness LLA. 
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215. Susceptibility. The viewpoint affords a direct view out to the sea and is representative of the view 

experienced by people using the clifftop path, including those following the Fife Coastal Path who are likely 

to make a diversion around the cathedral to view the coastl ine. The interest of receptors is likely to be on 

both features such as the cathedral and cemetery in the foreground, as well as the seascape to the east , 

with the main susceptibility deriving from the potential introduction of elements into the focus of the open 

sea view. The viewpoint is less representative of views experienced by residents of St Andrews with 

housing areas generally set further back from the coastal edge than this viewpoint on the coastal path. 

The visual amenity experienced by the viewers is already influenced by the presence of the Neart na 

Gaoithe wind turbines as visible elements experienced in the view along the coast towards Fife Ness, 

which moderates the viewers susceptibility to change.  

Magnitude of change 

216. The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 3 St Andrews Cathedral is shown in the 

photomontage in Figure 15.23f. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and 

maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as low, for the reasons set out below. 

217. The Proposed Development array area will be located at long distance, between (approximately) 52.9 km 

and 94.5 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such long distances, the 

Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant seascape skyline, beyond 

the immediate seascape context.  

218. The upper towers and rotors of 164 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the lower parts of 

the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The rotor blades are likely 

to be slightly oblique and not fully facing the viewer when operating during the prevailing south -westerly 

wind direction. The more distant wind turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, ensuring that 

the Proposed Development appears less dense overall.  

219. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be relatively small, due 

to their long distance offshore and the large scale of the seascape in the view. The vertical appearance of 

the wind turbines may contrast with the horizontal emphasis of the sea skyline, but the wind turbines will 

be smaller in vertical scale than the neighbouring wind turbines of Neart na Gaoithe, and the coastal 

landform south of the viewpoint. The Proposed Development will introduce additional offshore wind turbine 

elements that extends the lateral extent of such development at Neart na Gaoithe in the view. 

220. The lateral spread of the Proposed Development wind turbines may occupy up to 27° of the HFoV but will 

appear subsumed behind and overlapping much of Neart na Gaoithe to the south, therefore only adding a 

further 13° to the HFoV - a narrow portion of the view, in which the majority of the open sea skyline to the 

north will be retained and the coastline views unaffected. Where the Proposed Development and Neart na 

Gaoithe overlap, the combined array will appear denser. 

221. The Neart na Gaoithe and Proposed Development wind turbines will be seen on and beyond the horizon. 

The combined extent of both windfarms will appear contiguous with the headland at Fife Ness, further 

enclosing the view to the south yet retaining open, unaffected seascape to the north of the Proposed 

Development. The Proposed Development wind turbines are sufficiently distant and similar to those of 

Neart na Gaoithe that the ‘expansive seaward views’ of the ‘rugged coastal edge’ will remain. The simplicity 

and composition of the seascape will be retained and will continue to be definitive . 

Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

222. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint and low magnitude of change, 

the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate/minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 

223. Excellent visibility will be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible at 

distances over 52.9 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of low 

frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates only 10.7% visibility frequency of the Proposed Development 

at distances of 50-60 km and 0% visibility frequency at distances over 60 km (the Met Office data has no 

records of visibility greater than 60 km).   The more distant wind turbines in the array are unlikely to be 

visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development has less effect overall. The closest Proposed 

Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible due to the prevailing 

weather conditions, which will often prevent visibility of such distant objects at such long-range. Even 

during excellent visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due to the 

low contrast with the sky, atmospheric conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to distinguish 

wind turbines at such long distances.  

Viewpoint 4 Cambo Sands 

Baseline and sensitivity  

224. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 4 Cambo Sands are shown in Figure 15.24a-c and a 

baseline 53.5° HFoV photomontage including Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm is shown in Figure 

15.24e.  

225. The viewpoint is located at the carpark associated with the popular beach on the St Andrews to Fife Ness 

coast (SA 12) adjoining Coastal Terraces (LCT 193). The view of the sea is expansive and long-range with 

the shallow slope of the low lying coastline emphasising the sea’s expanse and some containment provided 

by the coastlines extending north to Angus and south to Fife Ness. The sandy coastline extends northwards 

to Babett Ness with the mouth of the Tay behind, seen against a backdrop of the Angus coast and Sidlaw 

Hills inland. The Angus and distant Aberdeen coast encloses much of the view north. To the south, the 

sandy Fife coastline continues to Fife Ness, the low landform curtailing the view beyond. The Fife Coast 

Path runs behind the shoreline on this section of coast.  A number of onshore wind farms are theoretically 

visible at long distance to the north on the inland backdrop but have limited influence on the view at such 

long range. Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm is visible in the view out to sea approximately 19.4 km to 

the east, occupying 30° of the horizontal field of view and forming the main scale comparators at sea, 

however Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm is barely visible at 50.4 km. 

226. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be medium-high, reflecting that the view has medium-high 

value and the receptors experiencing the view have a medium-high susceptibility to change, for the reasons 

set out below. 

227. Value. Facilities at the popular beach include car parking, toilets, picnic area, kiosk and benches orientated 

towards the sea. The area is a valued location to enjoy sea views but not afforded protection in planning 

policy. The viewpoint is located within the St Andrews to Fife Ness LLA and takes in its coastline, to the 

north and south. Scenic quality derives from the relative naturalness of the coastline, the visible expanse 

of sea and the sandy Fife coastline with the Tay and Angus coast behind.  

228. Susceptibility. The viewpoint is representative of people on the beach or the Fife Coast Path, who will 

appreciate the northern Fife coastline. The viewpoint affords a direct view out to sea from the coastal edge, 

in which viewers are more liable to be influenced by development in the sea. The presence of Seagreen 1 

and Neart na Gaoithe offshore windfarms lowers the susceptibility. The visual amenity experienced by the 

viewers is already influenced by the presence of the Neart na Gaoithe wind turbines as visible elements 

experienced in the view of the sea, which moderates the viewers susceptibility to change. 
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Magnitude of change 

229. The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 4 Cambo Sands is shown in the 

photomontage in Figure 15.24f. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and 

maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as low, for the reasons set out below. 

230. The Proposed Development array area will be located at long distance, between (approximately) 44.8 km 

and 85.2 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such long distance , the 

Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant seascape skyline, beyond 

the immediate seascape context.  

231. The upper towers and rotors of 179 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the lower parts of 

the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The rotor blades are likely 

to be slightly oblique and not fully facing the viewer when operating during the prevailing south -westerly 

wind direction. The more distant wind turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, ensuring that 

the Proposed Development appears less dense overall.  

232. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be relatively small, due 

to their long distance offshore and the large scale of the seascape in the view. The vertical appearance of 

the wind turbines may contrast with the horizontal emphasis of the sea skyline, but the new offshore wind 

turbines will be noticeably smaller in vertical scale than similar and closer range wind turbines at Neart na 

Gaoithe. The Proposed Development will largely appear behind Neart na Gaoithe and will extend into the 

distance further offshore. 

233. The lateral spread of the Proposed Development wind turbines may occupy up to 31° of the HFoV but will 

appear subsumed behind and overlapping much of Neart na Gaoithe to the south, therefore only adding a 

further 8° to the HFoV - a narrow portion of the view, in which the majority of the open sea skyline to the 

north will be retained and the coastline views unaffected. Where the Proposed Development and Neart na 

Gaoithe overlap, the combined array will appear denser. 

234. The Proposed Development wind turbines will be seen on and beyond the horizon, viewed as a ‘horizon 

development’ beyond a large open seascape, clearly separated from the coast, rather than being viewed 

‘within’ its seascape. The Proposed Development is visually separate from the headland at Fife Ness, and 

retains open, unaffected seascape to the north of the Proposed Development. The Proposed Development 

wind turbines are sufficiently distant and largely concentrated behind Neart na Gaoithe that the ‘expansive 

seaward views’ of the ‘rugged coastal edge’ will remain. The simplicity and composition of the sea scape 

will be retained and will continue to be definitive. 

Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

235. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint and low magnitude of change, 

the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate/minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 

236. The Proposed Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible, having low 

contrast with the sky at such long-range and during the majority of prevailing visibility conditions. Met 

Office visibility data indicates only 20.2% visibility frequency of the wind turbines at 45 km and 10.7% at 

50 km. 

237. Even during these ‘maximum’ visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being 

recessive, due to the low contrast and visual acuity of the eye to distinguish shapes and details of wind 

turbines at such distance.  

Viewpoint 5 Fife Ness 

Baseline and sensitivity  

238. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 5 Fife Ness are shown in Figure 15.25a-d and a 

baseline 53.5° HFoV photomontage including Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm is shown in Figure 

15.25f.  

239. The viewpoint is located on the easternmost tip of the East Neuk of Fife coast, behind the shoreline of the 

rocky, settled coastline (SA 12) adjoining Coastal Terraces (LCT 193). The Fife Coast Path follows the 

shoreline on this section of coast. Encompassed by open sea, the viewpoint affords an expansive and 

long-range view out to sea, which is partially interrupted by the presence of Neart na Gaoithe offshore 

wind farm on the sea skyline at relatively short to medium range from the viewpoint. Neart na Gaoithe 

offshore wind farm is visible in the view out to sea approximately 15.6 km to the east, occupying 36° of the 

horizontal field of view and forming the main scale comparators at sea, however Seagreen 1 offshore wind 

farm is barely visible at 48.6 km. A number of onshore wind farms are theoretically visible at long distance 

to the north on the inland backdrop but have limited influence on the view at such long range. 

240. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be medium-high, reflecting that the view has medium-high 

value and the receptors experiencing the view have a medium-high susceptibility to change, for the reasons 

set out below. 

241. Value. There are no facilities provided for enjoyment of the sea view but the aspect of nearby properties 

reflects the value of the view for local residents. The view is not afforded protection in planning policy but 

is representative of the special qualities of the locally designated St Andrews to Fife Ness LLA wherein the 

viewpoint lies, which are afforded planning policy protection. These qualities include a perceived exposure 

and sense of remoteness gained from the this most easterly point of Fife and its exposure to the sea and 

wind. The visible coastline extending in both directions of the view is within St Andrews to Fife Ness LLA. 

242. Susceptibility. The viewpoint is representative of local residents and users of the Fife Coastal Path, who 

appreciate the coastal views. The viewpoint affords a direct view out to sea from the coastal edge and 

from this headland forming the most eastern and closest point of Fife to the Proposed Development, in 

which viewers are more liable to be influenced by development in the sea. The sea horizon and rugged 

coastal edge that is visually isolated from the coastal landscape inland is typical of the east coast area and 

provides a particular character of some scenic quality to this landscape. Static caravans, nearby houses 

and a coastguard station with a mast detract from the natural quality of the shoreline. The visual amenity 

experienced by the viewers is already influenced by the presence of the Neart na Gaoithe wind turbines 

as visible elements experienced in the view of the sea, which moderates the viewers susceptibility to 

change. 

Magnitude of change 

243. The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 5 Fife Ness is shown in the 

photomontage in Figure 15.24g. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and 

maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as low, for the reasons set out below. 

244. The Proposed Development array area will be located at long distance, between (approximately) 41.7 km 

and 81.1 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such long distance, the 

Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant seascape skyline, beyond 

the immediate seascape context.  

245. The upper towers and rotors of 173 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the lower parts of 

the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The rotor blades are likely 

to be slightly oblique and not fully facing the viewer when operating during the prevailing south -westerly 
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wind direction. The more distant wind turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, ensuring that 

the Proposed Development appears less dense overall.  

246. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be relatively small, due 

to their long distance offshore and the large scale of the seascape in the view. The vertical appearance of 

the wind turbines may contrast with the horizontal emphasis of the sea skyline, but the new offshore wind 

turbines will be noticeably smaller in vertical scale than the Neart na Gaoithe wind turbines, which are 

closer to the viewpoint. The Proposed Development will appear almost entirely behind Neart na Gaoithe, 

located at greater distance offshore.  

247. The lateral spread of the Proposed Development wind turbines may occupy up to approximately 32° HFoV, 

however due to their closer location of Neart na Gaoithe to the viewpoint, its wider HFoV and the apparently 

greater vertical scale, Neart na Gaoithe will appear to encompass much of the Proposed Development. 

The Proposed Development will only add a further 4° to the HFoV - a very narrow portion of the wide 

panorama, in which much of the open sea skyline will be retained and the coastline views unaffected. 

Where the Proposed Development and Neart na Gaoithe overlap, the combined array will appear denser.  

248. The Proposed Development wind turbines will be seen behind Neart na Gaoithe on and beyond the 

horizon, viewed as a ‘horizon development’ to a large open seascape , clearly separated from the coast, 

rather than being viewed ‘within’ its seascape. The Proposed Development  wind turbines will be sufficiently 

distant that the ‘expansive seaward views’ of the ‘rugged coastal edge’ that is ‘visually isolated from the 

coastal landscape inland’ will largely remain unchanged. The perceived simplicity and composition of the 

seascape will be retained and will continue to be definitive.  

Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

249. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint and low magnitude of change, 

the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate/minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 

250. Excellent visibility will be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible at 

distances over 41.7 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of 

relatively low frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates only 28.6% visibility frequency of the Proposed 

Development at distances of 40-60 km and 0% visibility frequency at distances over 60 km (the Met Office 

data has no records of visibility greater than 60 km).  The more distant wind turbines in the array are 

unlikely to be visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development has less effect overall. The closest 

Proposed Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible due to the 

prevailing weather conditions, which will often prevent visibility of such distant objects at such long-range. 

Even during excellent visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due 

to the low contrast with the sky, atmospheric conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to 

distinguish wind turbines at such long distances. 

Viewpoint 6 Crail 

Baseline and sensitivity  

251. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 6 Crail are shown in Figure 15.26a-c and a baseline 

53.5° HFoV photomontage including Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm is shown in Figure 15.26e.  

252. The viewpoint lies on the Fife Coastal Path near Orchard Braes on the southern edge of Crail, on the East 

Neuk of Fife coastline (SA 14) adjoining the Coastal Terraces (LCT 193). The view is enclosed by Crail 

and the Fife coastline to the north east; and to the south beyond the mouth of the Firth of Forth and the 

Isle of May, the low lying East Lothian Coast. The distinctive village of Crail lies on the low clifftop around 

a small bay, dropping down steeply to a historic stone harbour and sandy beach.  Another small bay, 

Roome Harbour lies beyond with new residential development on the clifftop and a caravan park just 

behind the shoreline. The Fife Coast Path largely follows the coastline. The view extends out to sea across 

the bay and although wide, is partially enclosed by the rocky coastline to the north within the bay and by 

the coastline of East Lothian beyond the Firth of Forth to the south, within which the Isle of May forms a 

distinctive focal point. Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm is visible in the view out to sea approximately 

18.5 km to the north-east, occupying 32° of the horizontal field of view and forming the main scale 

comparators at sea, however Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm is barely visible at 52.4 km. A number of 

onshore wind farms grouping are theoretically visible at long distance to the south on the upland backdrop 

of East Lothian/Scottish Borders (Crystal Rig/Aikengall and Drone Hill/Quixwood/Penmansheil) but have 

limited influence on the view at such long range. 

253. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be medium-high, reflecting that the view has medium-high 

value and the receptors experiencing the view have a medium-high susceptibility to change, for the reasons 

set out below. 

254. Value. The viewpoint is a location where views of the sea and the setting of Crail may be appreciated from 

the settlement’s coastal edge or the Fife Coastal Path.  There are no facilities provided for appreciating 

the view. The view is not afforded protection in planning policy, but takes in the East Neuk LLA, whose 

special qualities are protected, when looking in either direction along the coast. While the expansive view 

to the sea horizon is typical of this coastline, the addition of the Isle of May and distan t East Lothian coast 

adds particular interest. The historic character of Crail and its harbour is uncommon and is complemented 

by the relatively gentle and comfortable quality of the coastline.  

255. Susceptibility. The viewpoint is representative of the view experienced by visitors to and residents of the 

town as well as people using the Fife Coast Path, who gain dynamic but protracted views along the 

coastline of the East Neuk. The viewpoint affords a direct view out to sea from the coastal edge, in which 

viewers are more liable to be influenced by development in the sea. The nearby harbour and old town offer 

visual interest and texture to a view otherwise dominated by the simplicity of the sea horizon.  The visual 

amenity experienced by the viewers is already influenced by the presence of the Neart na Gaoithe wind 

turbines as visible elements experienced in the view of the sea, which moderates the viewers susceptibility 

to change. 

Magnitude of change 

256. The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint  6 Crail is shown in the photomontage in 

Figure 15.26f. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and maintenance of the 

Proposed Development is assessed as low, for the reasons set out below. 

257. The Proposed Development array area will be located at long distance, between (approximately) 45 km 

and 83.5 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such long distance, the 

Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant seascape skyline, beyond 

the immediate seascape context.  

258. The upper towers and rotors of 179 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the lower parts of 

the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The rotor blades are likely 

to be slightly oblique and not fully facing the viewer when operating during the prevailing south -westerly 

wind direction. The more distant wind turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, ensuring that 

the Proposed Development appears less dense overall. 

259. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be relatively small, due 

to their long distance offshore and the large scale of the seascape in the view. The vertical appearance of 

the wind turbines may contrast with the horizontal emphasis of the sea skyline, but the wind turbines will 

be smaller in vertical scale than those of Neart na Gaoithe.  
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260. The lateral spread of the Proposed Development wind turbines may occupy 31° of the HFoV but will appear 

subsumed behind and overlapping Neart na Gaoithe, only adding a further 1° to the HFoV - a very narrow 

portion of the view, in which the majority of the sea skyline to the north between Neart na Gaoithe and the 

coast will be retained and the wider sea views to the south unaffected. Where the Proposed Development 

and Neart na Gaoithe overlap, the combined array will appear denser. 

261. The Proposed Development wind turbines are sufficiently distant and largely concentrated behind Neart 

na Gaoithe that the ‘expansive seaward views’ of the ‘rugged coastal edge’ will remain. The simplicity and 

composition of the seascape will be retained and will continue to be definitive.  

Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

262. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint and low magnitude of change, 

the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate/minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 

263. Excellent visibility will be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible at 

distances over 45 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of 

relatively low frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates only 20.2% visibility frequency of the Proposed 

Development at distances of 45-60 km and 0% visibility frequency at distances over 60 km (the Met Office 

data has no records of visibility greater than 60 km). The more distant wind turbines in the array are unlikely 

to be visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development has less effect overall. The closest Proposed 

Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible due to the prevailing 

weather conditions, which will often prevent visibility of such distant objects at such long-range. Even 

during excellent visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due to the 

low contrast with the sky, atmospheric conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to distinguish 

wind turbines at such long distances.  

Viewpoint 7 North Berwick Law 

Baseline and sensitivity  

264. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 7 North Berwick Law are shown in Figure 15.27a-d, 

which includes Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm shown in the baseline panorama in Figure 15.27c.  

265. Adjoining the southern edge of North Berwick, North Berwick Law is an iconic landmark feature and a 

popular visitor attraction. The viewpoint is located on the summit of the law within Coastal Te rraces (LCT 

278). The John Muir Way passes by the law to the west, following the Eyebroughy to Torness Point 

coastline (SA 18) west from the town centre. The summit of North Berwick Law affords a panoramic view 

over North Berwick and the wider landscape and coastal setting, including the Firth of Forth, Bass Rock 

and the islands of Fidra, Lamb and Craigleith which form distinctive characteristics in the seascape context 

of the view. Tantallon Castle also forms a landmark focal feature in thew view along the  coast. The wider 

view extends across the East Lothian plain to the Lammermuir Hills, where the large onshore wind farm 

grouping formed by Crystal Rig and Aikengall wind farms occupies part of the upland skyline. Neart na 

Gaoithe offshore wind farm is visible in the view out to sea behind Bass Rock, approximately 33.1 km to 

the north-east, occupying 21° of the horizontal field of view and forming the main scale comparators at 

sea, however Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm is unlikely to be visible at 71.6 km. 

266. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be high, reflecting that the view has high value and the 

receptors experiencing the view have a medium-high susceptibility to change, for the reasons set out 

below. 

267. Value. The viewpoint is a location where views of the sea and the setting of North Berwick may be 

appreciated from the elevated viewpoint. There are no facilities provided for appreciating the view, 

although a whalebone arch provides a framing device for vis itors to the summit. The specific view is not 

afforded protection in planning policy but is representative of the panoramic views, including the coast and 

setting of North Berwick, that are a special quality of the locally designated North Berwick Law SLA 

afforded protection by planning policy. The views take in the Tantallon Coast, and Port Seton to North 

Berwick Coast SLAs, covering the East Lothian coastline immediately below the law; and the Isle of May 

and East Neuk LLAs covering the island and the Fife coastline beyond. Looking south east, the landscape 

includes Leuchie, Tyninghame, and Broxmouth Park GDLs. The expansive view from elevation is not 

typical of this coastline, due to the flat topography and low number of high points such as the law . The 

islands in the Forth, Isle of May, Bass Rock and distant East Lothian coast adds particular interest. 

Shipping activity in the firth and development along both of its shores detracts from the quality of the view.  

268. Susceptibility. The viewpoint is representative of the view experienced by visitors to the summit of the 

law, who visit specifically to experience the view, whose interest and attention will be focused on  the 

panorama, from a static position at the summit over relatively short duration and generally limited to 

occasional visits. The viewpoint affords a direct view out to sea from an elevated point, in which viewers 

are more liable to be influenced by development in the sea. The view out to sea includes specific focal 

points, such as Bass Rock, yet is part of a wider panorama that includes other features of interest in the 

view. The Forth, its islands and the opposing coast are the primary focus, with the nearby town and 

harbour, and surrounding landscape offering much visual interest and texture to a  large scale view 

including the sea horizon.  The visual amenity experienced by the viewers is already influenced by the 

presence of the Neart na Gaoithe wind turbines as visible elements experienced in the view of the sea, 

which moderates the viewers susceptibility to change. 

Magnitude of change 

269. The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 7 North Berwick Law is shown in the 

wireline in Figure 15.27c. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and 

maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as low, for the reasons set out below. 

270. The Proposed Development array area will be located at very long distance, between (approximately) 56 

km and 91.8 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such long distance, 

the Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant seascape skyline, beyond 

the immediate seascape context.  

271. The upper towers and rotors of 179 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the lower parts of 

the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The sweep of the rotor 

blades are likely to be oriented to face the viewer when operating dur ing the prevailing south-westerly wind 

direction. The more distant wind turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, ensuring that the 

Proposed Development appears less dense overall. 

272. Due to the elevation of the viewpoint, the vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind 

turbines will be greater than at other viewpoints, but still relatively small, due to their long distance offshore 

and the larger scale of the seascape in the view. The vertical appearance of the wind turbines may contrast 

with the horizontal emphasis of the sea skyline, but the wind turbines will appear smaller in vertical scale 

than islands within the Firth of Forth, and hills inland of the nearby opposing coastlines. The Proposed 

Development will introduce new offshore wind turbine elements beyond those within Neart na Gaoithe 

offshore windfarm.  

273. The lateral spread of the Proposed Development wind turbines may occupy up to 29° of the horizontal field 

of view (HFoV) but will appear subsumed behind and overlapping much of Neart na Gaoithe to the north, 

therefore only adding a further 20° to the HFoV - a relatively narrow portion of the view, in which much of 
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the open sea skyline will be retained and the coastline views unaffected. Where the Proposed Development 

and Neart na Gaoithe overlap, the combined array will appear denser. 

274. The Proposed Development wind turbines will generally be seen beyond the horizon, viewed as a ‘horizon 

development’ beyond a large open seascape, rather than being viewed ‘within’ its seascape, clearly 

separated from the mainland coast and headlands. The Proposed Development wind turbines are 

sufficiently distant, small scale and contained in lateral extent, that the panoramic views to the sea either 

side will be retained. When visible, the Proposed Development will extend across the horizon between 

Bass Rock and Tantallon Castle, contributing to an increase in the distant offshore wind turbine backdrop 

to Bass Rock, that has been established by Neart na Gaoithe.   

Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

275. Based on the combination of the high sensitivity of the viewpoint and low magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate/minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 

276. Excellent visibility will be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible at 

distances over 56 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of low 

frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates only 10.7% visibility frequency of the Proposed Development 

at distances of 50-60 km and 0% visibility frequency at distances over 60 km (the Met Office data has no 

records of visibility greater than 60 km). The more distant wind turbines in the array are unlikely to be 

visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development has less effect overall. The closest Proposed 

Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible due to the prevailing 

weather conditions, which will often prevent visibility of such distant objects at such long -range. Even 

during excellent visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due to the 

low contrast with the sky, atmospheric conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to distinguish 

wind turbines at such long distances. 

Viewpoint 8 Tantallon Castle  

Baseline and sensitivity  

277. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 8 Tantallon Castle are shown in Figure 15.28a-d and 

a baseline 53.5° HFoV photomontage including Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm is shown in Figure 

15.28f.  

278. The viewpoint lies on the Eyebroughy to Torness Point coastline (SA 18) adjoining Coastal Terraces (LCT 

278), east of North Berwick. The view looks north-east to the outer Firth of Forth with Tantallon Castle in 

the foreground and Bass Rock offshore in the middle distance forming distinctive features that frame and 

contain the view out to the sea skyline. The rocky Gin Head encloses the view to the northwest with the 

relatively unspoilt landscape of the coast to the south-east. Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm is visible 

in the view out to sea approximately 29.4 km to the north-east, occupying 23° of the horizontal field of view 

and forming the main scale comparators at sea, however Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm is unlikely to be 

visible at 68.4 km. The wider view extends across the East Lothian plain to the Lammermuir Hills,  where 

the large onshore wind farm grouping formed by Crystal Rig and Aikengall wind farms occupies part of the 

upland skyline. 

279. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be high, reflecting that the view has high value and the 

receptors experiencing the view have a medium-high susceptibility to change, for the reasons set out 

below. 

280. Value. The viewpoint is a location where views of the sea and the setting of the castle may be appreciated 

from the castle grounds or the John Muir Way.  The specific view is not afforded protection in planning 

policy but is representative of the special qualities of the locally designated Tantallon Coast SLA, which 

are afforded planning policy protection. While the expansive view to the sea horizon is typical of this 

coastline, the addition of the castle in the foreground and Bass Rock beyond is particular ly distinctive to 

this location and often photographed or depicted within visual artworks. The combination of the castle and 

Bass Rock is unique along the southern shore of the Forth and is complemented by the relatively natural 

quality and comfortable scale of the coastline.  

281. Susceptibility. The viewpoint is representative of the view experienced by visitors to the castle and/or its 

grounds, and users of the John Muir Way. The viewpoint affords a direct view out to sea from the coastal 

edge, in which viewers are more liable to be influenced by development in the sea. The castle and Bass 

Rock are the principal attractors within a view otherwise characterised by the simplicity of the sea horizon, 

with shipping activity within the Forth, and the Neart na Gaoithe offshore windfarm on the horizon. The 

visual amenity experienced by the viewers is already influenced by the presence of the Neart na Gaoithe 

wind turbines as visible elements experienced in the view of the sea, which moderates the viewers 

susceptibility to change. 

Magnitude of change 

282. The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 8 Tantallon Castle is shown in the 

photomontage in Figure 15.28g. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and 

maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as medium-low, for the reasons set out below. 

283. The Proposed Development array area will be located at a very long distance, between (approximately) 

52.2 km and 88.1 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such a long 

distance, the Proposed Development wind turbines will be on the distant seascape skyline, beyond the 

immediate seascape context.  

284. The upper towers and rotors of 179 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the lower parts of 

the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The sweep of the rotor 

blades are likely to be oriented to face the viewer when operating during the prevailing south-westerly wind 

direction. The more distant wind turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, ensuring that the 

Proposed Development appears less dense overall. 

285. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be relatively small, due 

to their long distance offshore and the large scale of the seascape in the view. The vertical appearance of 

the wind turbines may contrast with the horizontal emphasis of the sea skyline, but the wind turbines will 

be smaller in vertical scale than many of the other features in the view, including similar wind turbines 

within Neart na Gaoithe, and the coastal landforms and islands. The Proposed Development will add new 

offshore wind turbine elements to those at Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1, visibility of the latter being 

limited to its blade tips.  

286. The lateral spread of the Proposed Development wind turbines may occupy up to 31° of the horizontal field 

of view (HFoV) but will appear partially behind and overlapping part of Neart na Gaoithe to the north, 

therefore only adding a further 22° to the HFoV, which constitutes a relatively narrow portion of the view. 

The additional spread of the Proposed Development also extends into the distance offshore with limited 

amounts of the upper parts of the Proposed Development wind turbines visible. Where the Proposed 

Development and Neart na Gaoithe overlap, the combined array will appear denser. 

287. The Proposed Development wind turbines will be seen partially behind NGG and beyond the horizon, 

viewed as a ‘horizon development’, but will be viewed ‘within’ the framed seascape contained between 

Bass Rock/Isle of May and Tantallon Castle, such that it contributes some enclosure of the view between 

these landmarks, contributing to an increase in the distant offshore wind turbine backdrop to Bass Rock 

and Tantallon, that has been established by Neart na Gaoithe.   
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Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

288. Based on the combination of the high sensitivity of the viewpoint and medium-low magnitude of change, 

the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate), direct, long-term and reversible. Moderate effects are assessed as not significant on receptors 

experiencing this view as they fall within the ‘lower’ grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid -grey in Table 

15.17) and are considered not significant on receptors experiencing this view primarily due to the 

magnitude of change factors evaluated, which is assessed as medium-low at worst, given the distance of 

the Proposed Development over 52.2 km from the viewpoint, the apparent scale of the Proposed 

Development wind turbines at this distance, their position beyond the sea skyline and their introduction as 

further elements that are already characteristic in the baseline view, in which Neart na Gaoithe has a 

moderating influence.  

289. Excellent visibility will also be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible 

at distances over 52.2 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of 

low frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates only 10.7% visibility frequency of the Proposed 

Development at distances of 50-60 km and 0% visibility frequency at distances over 60 km (the Met Office 

data has no records of visibility greater than 60 km). The more distant wind turbines in the array are unlikely 

to be visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development has less effect overall. The closest Proposed 

Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible due to the prevailing 

weather conditions, which will often prevent visibility of such distant objects at such long -range. Even 

during excellent visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due to the 

low contrast with the sky, atmospheric conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to distinguish 

wind turbines at such long distances.  

Viewpoint 9 Tyninghame (Ravensheugh Sands) 

Baseline and sensitivity  

290. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 9 Tyninghame (Ravensheugh Sands) are shown in 

Figure 15.29a-c, which includes Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm shown in the baseline panorama in 

Figure 15.29c.  

291. The viewpoint is located on the shoreline of the popular beach at Ravensheugh Sands within the 

Eyebroughy to Torness Point coastline (SA18) adjoining Coastal Terraces (LCT 278). The broad sandy 

beach extends across the view in the foreground with an open and long-range view of the sea beyond, 

partially enclosed by the sweeping landform of the bay, Bass Rock and the landform backdrop coastline 

of Fife to the north. Beyond St Baldred’s Boat, Bass Rock forms a distinctive focal point in the view across 

the sands and partially encloses the view north-west, while St Baldred’s Cradle encloses the view to the 

south-east. Large scale tankers often dot the sea skyline heading in and out of the Firth of Forth. Neart na 

Gaoithe offshore wind farm is visible in the view out to sea approximately 29.2 km to the north-east, 

occupying 23° of the horizontal field of view and forming the main scale comparators at sea, however 

Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm is not visible. 

292. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be medium-high, reflecting that the view has medium-

high value and the receptors experiencing the view have a medium-high susceptibility to change, for the 

reasons set out below. 

293. Value. The view is not afforded protection in planning policy but is representative of the ‘relative 

remoteness, wildness and naturalness’ of the locally designated Tantallon Coast SLA, whose special 

qualities are afforded planning policy protection. The viewpoint lies on the boundary of the SLA and the 

near coincident Tyninghame GDL, with views encompassing both. Belhaven Bay SLA adjoins the Tantallon 

Coast SLA just south of the viewpoint, and its Special Quality 13 emphasises the ‘good long distance views 

throughout much of the area’, particularly the ‘superb views along the coast in both directions’ from St 

Baldred’s Cradle. The relative naturalness of the coastline, the visible expanse of sea and the sandy shores 

with the Fife coastline beyond are typical of this section of the East Lothian coastline. Bass Rock is 

particularly distinctive across the sandy back at the end of Ravensheugh Sands and the view across the 

sands is locally well recognised as having particular qualities that draw visitors to the beach and the nearby 

camping facilities. 

294. Susceptibility. The viewpoint is representative of the views obtainable by people on the beach or the John 

Muir Way, who may appreciate the East Lothian coastline. The viewpoint affords a direct view out to sea 

from the coastal edge, in which viewers are more liable to be influenced by development in the sea with 

shipping activity within the Forth, and the Seagreen 1 and Neart na Gaoithe offshore windfarms on the 

horizon. The visual amenity experienced by the viewers is already influenced by the presence of shipping 

activity and the Neart na Gaoithe wind turbines as visible elements experienced in the view of the sea, 

which moderates the viewers susceptibility to change.   

Magnitude of change 

295.  The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 9 Tyninghame (Ravensheugh Sands) is 

shown in the wireline in Figure 15.29c. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation 

and maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as low, for the reasons set out below. 

296. The Proposed Development array area will be located at very long distance, between (approximately) 

50.9 km and 87.3 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such long 

distance, the Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant seascape 

skyline, beyond the immediate seascape context.  

297. The Proposed Development wind turbines will generally appear behind the horizon, with the majority as 

blade tip only. The upper towers and rotors of 163 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the 

lower parts of the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The sweep 

of the rotor blades are likely to be oriented to face the viewer when operating during the prevailing south -

westerly wind direction. The more distant wind turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, 

ensuring that the Proposed Development appears less dense overall.  

298. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be relatively small, due 

to their long distance offshore and the large scale of the seascape in the view. The vertical appearance of 

the wind turbines may contrast with the horizontal emphasis of the sea skyline, but the wind turbines will 

be smaller in vertical scale than other features in the view, including the coastal landform and Bass Rock.  

299. The lateral spread of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be partially behind and overlapping 

Neart na Gaoithe to the north, but generally forms a southern extension to Neart na Gaoithe on the sea 

skyline, adding up to a further 27° of wind farm developed skyline to the HFoV, a relatively narrow portion 

of the view. The additional spread of the Proposed Development also extends into the distance offshore 

with limited amounts of the upper parts of the Proposed Development wind turbines visible. Despite this 

addition, the majority of the wide, open sea skyline will be retained to the south, and the skyline north of 

Neart na Gaoithe remains unaffected.  

300. The Proposed Development wind turbines will generally be seen beyond the horizon, viewed as a ‘horizon 

development’ beyond a large open seascape, rather than being viewed ‘within’ its seascape, and is clearly 

separated from the mainland coast, avoiding focal points such as Bass Rock and the backdrop of Fife to 

the north.  
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Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

301. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint and low magnitude of change, 

the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate/minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 

302. Excellent visibility will be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible at 

distances over 50.9 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of low 

frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates only 10.7% visibility frequency of the Proposed Development 

at distances of 50-60 km and 0% visibility frequency at distances over 60 km (the Met Office data has no 

records of visibility greater than 60 km). The more distant wind turbines in the array are unlikely to be 

visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development has less effect overall. The closest Proposed 

Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible due to the prevailing 

weather conditions, which will often prevent visibility of such distant objects at such long-range. Even 

during excellent visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due to the 

low contrast with the sky, atmospheric conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to distinguish 

wind turbines at such long distances.  

Viewpoint 10 Dunbar 

Baseline and sensitivity  

303. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 10 Dunbar are shown in Figure 15.30a-c and a 

baseline 53.5° HFoV photomontage including Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm is shown in Figure 

15.30e.  

304. The viewpoint is located within a developed section of the Eyebroughy to Torness Point coastline (SA 18) 

adjoining Coastal Terraces (LCT 278). The viewpoint lies on a surfaced section of the John Muir Way, on 

the clifftop opposite Wallace’s Head and near the war memorial.  The view  out to the relatively wide, open 

seascape overlooks a small distinctive rocky sandstone bay with Dunbar castle remains and Dunbar 

Harbour to the east and built form within the settlement behind and to the west.  Dunbar Leisure Pool sits 

in a prominent position at the top of the rocks to the east near the harbour. The sandstone geology and 

rocks that are scattered around the foreground (Scart Rock, Wallace Head, The Gripes) are distinctive and 

characteristic elements. Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm is visible in the view out to sea approximately 

28.1 km to the north-east, occupying 23° of the horizontal field of view and forming the main scale 

comparators at sea, however Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm is unlikely to be visible at 68.3 km. 

305. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be high, reflecting that the view has medium-high value 

and the receptors experiencing the view have a high susceptibility to change, for the reasons set out below. 

306. Value. The view is not afforded protection in planning policy but is representative of Special Quality 13 of 

the locally designated Belhaven Bay SLA, ‘good long distance views’ and in particular,  the ‘view from the 

cliff top path at Dunbar’, which is afforded planning policy protection. Benches along the path allow for 

appreciation of views. While the expansive view to the sea horizon is typical of this coastline, the view is 

made notable by the red sandstone cliffs, characteristic geology/rocks scattered around the foreground 

and the ruined castle at Dunbar Harbour. These elements add interest to the view and differentiates it from 

other views from the coastline.  

307. Susceptibility. The viewpoint is representative of the view experienced by residents of the neighbouring 

buildings, and people using the John Muir Way, who gain dynamic but protracted views along the coastline 

of East Lothian. The viewpoint affords a direct view out to sea from the coasta l edge, in which viewers are 

more liable to be influenced by development in the sea. Although the sea is the largest single feature in 

the view, its simplicity in comparison with the settled, rocky coastline means that there is no clear focal 

point within the view and seaward views and views along the coast are equally of interest. The visual 

amenity experienced by the viewers is already influenced by the presence of shipping activity and the 

Neart na Gaoithe wind turbines as visible elements experienced in the view of the sea, which moderates 

the viewers susceptibility to change. 

Magnitude of change 

308. The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 10 Dunbar is shown in the photomontage 

in Figure 15.30f. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and maintenance of 

the Proposed Development is assessed as medium-low, for the reasons set out below. 

309. The Proposed Development array area will be located at very long distance, between (approximately) 

48.4 km and 85.2 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such a long 

distance, the Proposed Development wind turbines will be on the distant seascape skyline, beyond the 

immediate seascape context.  

310. The upper towers and rotors of 179 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the lower parts of 

the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The sweep of the rotor 

blades are likely to be oriented to face the viewer when operating during the prevailing south-westerly wind 

direction. The more distant wind turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, ensuring that the 

Proposed Development appears less dense overall. 

311. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be relatively small, due 

to their long distance offshore and the large scale of the seascape in the view. The vertical appearance of 

the wind turbines may contrast with the horizontal emphasis of the sea skyline, but the new offshore wind 

turbines will appear smaller in vertical scale than those of Neart na Gaoithe, with which it overlaps. wind 

turbines within Seagreen 1 lie almost entirely below the horizon and will be imperceptible. 

312. The lateral spread of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be partially behind and overlapping 

Neart na Gaoithe to the north, but generally forms a southern extension to Neart na Gaoithe on the sea 

skyline, adding up to a further 30° of wind farm developed skyline to the HFoV - a relatively moderate 

portion of the view. Despite this addition, open sea skyline will be retained to the south, retaining seascape 

separation between the Proposed Development and the landform of the coast, and the skyline no rth of 

Neart na Gaoithe remains unaffected.  

313. The Proposed Development wind turbines will generally be seen beyond the horizon, viewed as a ‘horizon 

development’ beyond a large open seascape, rather than being viewed ‘within’ its seascape, and is clearly 

separated from the mainland coast, avoiding focal points such as Dunbar Castle. The Proposed 

Development will however, contribute to an increase in the influence of distant offshore wind turbines in 

the backdrop to the characteristic rocky coastline, which has been established by Neart na Gaoithe.   

Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

314. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint and medium-low magnitude of 

change, the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate), direct, long-term and reversible. Moderate effects are assessed as not significant on receptors 

experiencing this view as they fall within the ‘lower’ grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid -grey in Table 

15.17) and are considered not significant on receptors experiencing this view primarily due to the 

magnitude of change factors evaluated, which is assessed as medium-low at worst, given the distance of 

the Proposed Development over 48.4 km from the viewpoint, the apparent scale of the Proposed 

Development wind turbines at this distance, their position beyond the sea skyline and their introduction as 

further elements that are already characteristic in the baseline view, in which Neart na Gaoithe has a 

moderating influence. 
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315. Excellent visibility will also be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible 

at distances over 48.4 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of 

low frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates only 10.7% visibility frequency of the Proposed 

Development at distances of 50-60 km and 0% visibility frequency at distances over 60 km (the Met Office 

data has no records of visibility greater than 60 km). The more distant wind turbines in the array are unlikely 

to be visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development has less effect overall. The closest Proposed 

Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible due to the prevailing 

weather conditions, which will often prevent visibility of such distant objects at such long-range. Even 

during excellent visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due to the 

low contrast with the sky, atmospheric conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to distinguish 

wind turbines at such long distances.  

Viewpoint 11 Skateraw 

Baseline and sensitivity  

316. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 11 Skateraw are shown in Figure 15.31a-c, which 

includes Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm shown in the baseline panorama in Figure 15.31b.  

317. The viewpoint lies within the Eyebroughy to Torness Point coastline (SA 18) adjoining Coastal Margins 

(LCT 27). The viewpoint is located next to a car park with toilets, picnic area and bicycle racks on the John 

Muir Way. The typically low lying rocky coastline contains the view across the seascape between Skateraw 

Harbour lying and Chapel Point in the foreground to the distant sea skyline beyond. To the west, there is 

little development and the beach is characteristically sandy and largely natural in appearance. To the east, 

Torness Nuclear Power Station dominates the view and there are associated harbour and sea defences 

enclosing the view. Large scale tankers are often present on the sea skyline heading in and out of the Firth 

of Forth. Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm is visible in the view across Chapel Point out to sea 

approximately 28.6 km to the north-east, occupying 22° of the horizontal field of view and forming the main 

scale comparators at sea, however Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm is not visible. The wider view extends 

inland to the Lammermuir Hills, where onshore wind turbines within the grouping formed by Crystal Rig 

and Aikengall wind farms occupy part of the upland skyline. 

318. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be medium, reflecting that the view has medium value 

and the receptors experiencing the view have a medium susceptibility to change, for the reasons set out 

below. 

319. Value. The view is not afforded protection in planning policy but parts of the visible coastline are 

representative of the rugged and rocky coast that is afforded planning policy protection as Special Quality 

1 of the locally designated Thorntonloch to Dunglass Coast SLA. The scenic qualities that contribute to 

value have been particularly influenced at this location by the influence of large scale development, notably 

the bulk of Torness Nuclear Power Station and is associated development. Facilities at the location 

including visitor parking access to the small sandy beach, and benches oriented towards the sea, reflect 

the value of the seaward view.  

320. Susceptibility. The viewpoint is representative of the view experienced by people using the John Muir 

Way, and visitors to Skateraw beach and harbour, who gain dynamic but protracted views along the 

coastline of East Lothian, and users of the facilities. The viewpoint affords a direct view out to sea from 

the coastal edge, in which viewers are more liable to be influenced by development in the sea. The visual 

amenity experienced by the viewers is already influenced by the presence of shipping activity, Torness 

Nuclear Power Station and the Neart na Gaoithe wind turbines as visible elements experienced in the view 

of the sea, which moderates the viewers susceptibility to change. 

Magnitude of change 

321. The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 11 Skateraw is shown in the wireline in 

Figure 15.31b. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and maintenance of the 

Proposed Development is assessed as medium-low, for the reasons set out below. 

322. The Proposed Development array area will be located at very long distance, between (approximately) 

45.9 km and 82.9 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such long 

distance, the Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant seascape 

skyline, beyond the immediate seascape context.  

323. The upper towers and rotors of 179 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the lower parts of 

the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The sweep of the rotor 

blades are likely to be oriented to face the viewer when operating during the prevailing south-westerly wind 

direction. The more distant wind turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, ensuring that the 

Proposed Development appears less dense overall. 

324. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be relatively small, due 

to their long distance offshore and the large scale of the seascape in the view. The vertical appearance of 

the wind turbines may contrast with the horizontal emphasis of the sea skyline, but the wind turbines will 

be smaller in vertical scale than those of Neart na Gaoithe, and nearby buildings comprising Torness 

Power Station. The Proposed Development will introduce new offshore wind turbine elements similar to 

those of Neart na Gaoithe.  

325. The Proposed Development will be visually separate from Neart na Gaoithe with a small gap between 

them on the sea skyline, forming a distinct new array to the south of Neart na Gaoithe that may occupy up 

to approximately 37° of the HFoV - a relatively moderate portion of the view. The Proposed Development 

may contribute to increasing the enclosure of the seascape horizon to the bay formed at Skateraw Harbour 

between Chapel Point and the breakwater, contributing to an increase in the distant offshore wind turbine 

backdrop, that has been established by Neart na Gaoithe.  Despite this increased enclosure, the Proposed 

Development wind turbines will generally be seen beyond the horizon viewed as a ‘horizon development’ 

at long range, with wind turbines that will appear to be of smaller vertical scale than those of Neart na 

Gaoithe offshore wind farm and will relate legibly to the existing energy generation characteristics that are 

distinctive in the view.  

Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

326. Based on the combination of the medium sensitivity of the viewpoint and medium-low magnitude of change, 

the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate/minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 

327. Excellent visibility will be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible at 

distances over 45.9 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of 

relatively low frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates only 20.2% visibility frequency of the Proposed 

Development at distances of 45-60 km and 0% visibility frequency at distances over 60 km (the Met Office 

data has no records of visibility greater than 60 km). The more distant wind turbines in the array are unlikely 

to be visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development has less effect overall. The closest Proposed 

Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible due to the prevailing 

weather conditions, which will often prevent visibility of such distant objects at such long-range. Even 

during excellent visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due to the 

low contrast with the sky, atmospheric conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to distinguish 

wind turbines at such long distances.  
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Viewpoint 12 Cove (SUW) 

Baseline and sensitivity  

328. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 12 Cove (SUW) are shown in Figure 15.32a-c, which 

includes Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm shown in the baseline panorama in Figure 15.32c.  

329. The viewpoint lies on a clifftop section of the Torness Point to St Abb’s Head (SA 18) coastline east of the 

village of Cove, where the Berwickshire Coastal Path/Southern Upland Way heads inland. Rough 

grassland on the clifftop is backed by improved grassland of Coastal Farmland (LCT 110) and the eastern 

coastline appears similarly settled behind relatively low cliffs. The coastline to the west is more developed 

with housing at Cove nearby and beyond, the cement works and Torness Nuclear Power Station prominent 

against a backdrop of Bass Rock, the Firth of Forth, and the Fife coast beyond. The elevation of the 

viewpoint and orientation of the coastline affords a long-range view out to a wide, open seascape. Shipping 

in the Forth is evident. Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm is visible in the view out to sea approximately 

31.1 km to the north-east, occupying 19° of the horizontal field of view and forming the main scale 

comparators at sea, however Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm is unlikely to be visible at 69.9 km. 

330. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be medium-high, reflecting that the view has medium 

value and the receptors experiencing the view have a medium-high susceptibility to change, for the reasons 

set out below. 

331. Value. The view is not afforded protection in planning policy but takes in ‘dramatic and wild, expansive 

and exciting’ coastline within the locally designated Berwickshire Coast SLA, whose special qualities are 

protected. There are no facilities promoting enjoyment of the seaward view apart from a small sculpture 

placed at a vantage point above the cliff. The industrial nature of the power station and nearby cement 

works, alongside shipping activity in the Forth, detract from the quality and scenic value of the view. The 

view is generally typical of views from clifftop sections of this stretch of coastline but appears less ‘dramatic 

and wild, expansive and exciting’ than sections further east due the influence of settlement and 

development.  

332. Susceptibility. The viewpoint is representative of the view experienced by users of the Berwickshire 

Coastal Path/Southern Upland Way, who gain dynamic but protracted views along the coastline of East 

Lothian and residents of the small village of Cove, who gain long-term views from their primary place of 

residence. The viewpoint affords a direct view out to sea from the coastal edge, in which viewers are more 

liable to be influenced by development in the sea, however the Proposed Development is separated from 

the viewpoint by large areas of open seascape. While the open sea horizon is the natural focus of attention, 

Torness Nuclear Power Station seen against a backdrop of Bass Rock and the Fife coastline, provides 

another visual focus. The visual amenity experienced by the viewers is already influenced by the presence 

of shipping activity, Torness Nuclear Power Station and the Neart na Gaoithe wind turbines as visible 

elements experienced in the view of the sea, which moderates the viewers susceptibility to change.  

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

333. The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 12 Cove (SUW) is shown in the wireline 

in Figure 15.32c. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and maintenance of  

the Proposed Development is assessed as medium-low, for the reasons set out below. 

334. The Proposed Development array area will be located at very long distance, between (approximately) 

45.6 km and 82.6 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such long 

distance, the Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant seascape 

skyline, beyond the immediate seascape context.  

335. The upper towers and rotors of 179 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the lower parts of 

the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The sweep of the rotor 

blades are likely to be oriented to face the viewer when operating during the prevailing south-westerly wind 

direction. The more distant wind turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, ensuring that the 

Proposed Development appears less dense overall. 

336. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be relatively small, due 

to their long distance offshore and the large scale of the seascape in the view. The vertical appearance of 

the wind turbines may contrast with the horizontal emphasis of the sea skyline and appear similar in scale 

to the Neart na Gaoithe wind turbines, and smaller in vertical scale than the coastal landform to the south 

east, and Torness Nuclear Power Station.  

337. The Proposed Development will be visually separate from Neart na Gaoithe with a clear gap between them 

on the sea skyline, forming a distinct new array to the south of Neart na Gaoithe. The lateral spread of the 

Proposed Development may occupy up to approximately 38° of the HFoV, a relatively moderate portion of 

the view, representing an increase in the undeveloped sea skyline to the south of Neart na Gaoithe, while 

avoiding change to the seascape to the north of Neart na Gaoithe where the open sea skyline will be 

retained and the coastline views unaffected.  

338. The Proposed Development and wind turbines will be seen on and beyond the horizon, viewed as a 

‘horizon development’ to a large open seascape, rather than being viewed ‘within’ its seascape, clearly 

separated from the mainland coast by areas of intervening seascape. The Proposed Development wind 

turbines are sufficiently distant, separate from the coast and relatively small in vertical scale such that the 

perceived qualities of a ‘dramatic and wild, expansive and exciting’ coast will remain and continue to be 

definitive in the view despite the presence of the Proposed Development.  

Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

339. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint and medium-low magnitude of 

change, the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate), direct, long-term and reversible. Moderate effects are assessed as not significant on receptors 

experiencing this view as they fall within the ‘lower’ grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid -grey in Table 

15.17) and are considered not significant on receptors experiencing this view as they fall within the ‘lower’ 

grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid-grey in Table 15.17) and are considered not significant primarily 

due to the magnitude of change factors evaluated, which is assessed as medium-low at worst, given the 

distance of the Proposed Development over 45.6 km from the viewpoint, the apparent scale of the 

Proposed Development wind turbines at this distance, their position beyond the sea skyline and their 

introduction as further elements that are already characteristic in the baseline view, in which Neart n a 

Gaoithe has a moderating influence. 

340. Excellent visibility will also be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible 

at distances over 45.6 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of 

relatively low frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates only 20.2% visibility frequency of the Proposed 

Development at distances of 45-60 km and 0% visibility frequency at distances over 60 km (the Met Office 

data has no records of visibility greater than 60 km). The more distant wind turbines in the array are unlikely 

to be visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development has less effect overall. The closest Proposed 

Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible due to the prevailing 

weather conditions, which will often prevent visibility of such distant objects at such long-range. Even 

during excellent visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due to the 

low contrast with the sky, atmospheric conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to distinguish 

wind turbines at such long distances.  
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Viewpoint 13 Fast Castle 

Baseline and sensitivity  

341. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 13 Fast Castle are shown in Figure 15.33a-d, which 

includes Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm shown in the baseline panorama in Figure 15.33c.  

342. The ruined castle lies in the immediate foreground with the unspoilt coastline (SA 18) stretching north -west 

and south-east; and Coastal Moorland (LCT 112) extending up the steep slope behind the exposed and 

isolated viewpoint. The elevation of the viewpoint and orientation of the coastline affords a long-range view 

out to a wide, open seascape. To the north-west, Torness point, the power station, and the distinctive 

profile of North Berwick Law are visible in the distance. To the south-east, the headland of a neighbouring 

small bay screens the view with the very tip of St Abb’s Head just visible beyond. Neart na Gaoithe offshore 

wind farm is visible in the view out to sea approximately 31.4 km to the north-east, occupying 17° of the 

horizontal field of view and forming the main scale comparators at sea, however Seagreen 1 offshore wind 

farm is unlikely to be visible at 67.9 km. 

343. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be high, reflecting that the view has medium -high value 

and the receptors experiencing the view have a high susceptibility to change, for the reasons set out below.  

344. Value. The view is not afforded protection in planning policy but is largely representative of the ‘dramatic 

and wild, expansive and exciting’ special quality of the locally designated Berwickshire Coast SLA, which 

is protected. The viewpoint is most valued for the remains of Fast Castle in the foreground, which stand 

on a plateau promontory surrounded by cliffs falling to the sea, creating a dramatic and distinctive setting. 

There are no particular facilities promoting enjoyment of the seaward view, which is dominated by the sea 

and the steep rocky coastline, typical of views from this stretch of coastline. Torness Nuclear Power 

Station, North Berwick Law and Bass Rock are visible in the distance to the north, with the power station 

detracting from the natural quality of the view. albeit without the drama and complexity evident further east.   

345. Susceptibility. The viewpoint is representative of the view experienced by users of the John Muir Way, 

who gain dynamic but protracted views along the coastline of East Lothian. The attention of viewers at this 

location is likely to be focused on the seascape and in particular the coastal setting of Fast Castle, which 

is in the foreground of the principal outlook towards the Proposed Development. The viewpoint affords a 

direct view out to sea from an elevated area of the coastal edge, in which viewers are more liable to be 

influenced by development in the sea due to the elevation and exposure. The view is representative of 

views from this section of coastline and apart from the ruins of the small castle, generally lacks built 

elements, with the exception of Torness Nuclear Power Station to the north and the Neart na Gaoithe wind 

turbines are visible elements experienced in the view of the sea, which moderates the viewers susceptibility 

to change.  

Magnitude of change 

346. The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 13 Fast Castle is shown in the 

photomontage in Figure 15.33g. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and 

maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as medium, for the reasons set out below. 

347. The Proposed Development array area will be located at long distance, between (approximately) 40.4 km 

and 78.1 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such long distance, the 

Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant seascape skyline, beyond 

the immediate seascape context.  

348. The upper towers and rotors of 179 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the lower parts of 

the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The sweep of the rotor 

blades are likely to be oriented to face the viewer when operating dur ing the prevailing south-westerly wind 

direction. The more distant wind turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, ensuring that the 

Proposed Development appears less dense overall. 

349. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be relatively small, due 

to their long distance offshore and the large scale of the seascape in the view. The vertical appearance of 

the wind turbines may contrast with the horizontal emphasis of the sea skyline and will appear larger than 

those of Neart na Gaoithe but will appear much smaller than the coastal landform.  

350. The Proposed Development will be visually separate from Neart na Gaoithe with a clear gap between them 

on the sea skyline, forming a distinct new array to the south of Neart na Gaoithe. The lateral spread of the 

Proposed Development may occupy up to approximately 43° of the HFoV, a relatively moderate portion of 

the view, representing an increase in the undeveloped sea skyline to the south of Neart na Gaoithe, while 

avoiding change to the seascape to the north of Neart na Gaoithe where the open sea skyline will be 

retained and the coastline views unaffected.  

351. The Proposed Development and wind turbines will be seen on and beyond the horizon, viewed as a 

‘horizon development’ to a large open seascape, rather than being viewed ‘within’ its seascape, clearly 

separated from the mainland coast by areas of intervening seascape. The Proposed Development will add 

a wind farm influence in the seascape backdrop of Fast Castle, which is in the foreground of the principal 

outlook towards the Proposed Development. The Proposed Development wind turbines are sufficiently 

distant and visually separate from the coastline, that the perceived qualities of a ‘dramatic and wi ld, 

expansive and exciting’ coast will remain and continue to be definitive in the views along the coastline 

despite the presence of the Proposed Development offshore. 

Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

352. Based on the combination of the high sensitivity of the viewpoint and medium magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as significant 

(major/moderate), direct, long-term and reversible. It is a combination of the higher sensitivity of this more 

remote and less developed section of coastline, its elevation affording longer range views down over the 

Proposed Development, together with its closer proximity and wider HFoV without strong influence of Neart 

na Gaoithe in the baseline, which results in the significant visual effect assessed at this viewpoint. 

353. Excellent visibility will be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible at 

distances over 40.4 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of 

relatively low frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates only 28.6% visibility frequency of the Proposed 

Development at distances of 40-60 km and 0% visibility frequency at distances over 60 km (the Met Office 

data has no records of visibility greater than 60 km). The more distant wind turbines in the array are unlikely 

to be visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development has less effect overall. The closest Proposed 

Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible due to the prevailing 

weather conditions, which will often prevent visibility of such distant objects at such long-range. Even 

during excellent visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due to the 

low contrast with the sky, atmospheric conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to distinguish 

wind turbines at such long distances.  

Viewpoint 14 Tun Law 

Baseline and sensitivity  

354. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 14 Tun Law are shown in Figure 15.34a-c, which 

includes Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm shown in the baseline panorama in Figure 15.34c.  
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355. The viewpoint lies above vertiginous cliffs at Heathery Carr and Snuffhole Stells , on the John Muir Way 

and near the eponymous Scheduled Monument. Within the Torness Point to St Abbs Head (SA18) 

coastline adjoining Coastal Moorland (LCT 112), the cliffs are topped with grazing land and appear remote 

and nearly unsettled. While the western coastline is obscured by tall cliffs jutting into the sea, the lower St 

Abb’s Head (SA19) is visible to the east. The elevation of the viewpoint and orientation of the coastline 

affords a long-range view out to a wide, open seascape. Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm is visible in 

the view out to sea approximately 33.3 km to the north-east, occupying 15° of the horizontal field of view 

and forming the main scale comparators at sea, however Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm is unlikely to be 

visible at 68.4 km. The wider view extends inland across Coldingham Moor to the Drone 

Hill/Quixwood/Penmansheil onshore wind farm cluster and to the more distant Crystal Rig/Aikengall wind 

farm grouping on the upland skyline of the Lammermuir Hills. 

356. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be high, reflecting that the view has medium -high value 

and the receptors experiencing the view have a high susceptibility to change, for the reasons set out below.  

357. Value. The view is not afforded protection in planning policy but is largely representative of the ‘dramatic 

and wild, expansive and exciting’ special quality of the locally designated Berwickshire Coast SLA , which 

forms the visible coastline extending to the north and south of the v iew. There are no facilities such as 

benches or signage specifically promoting enjoyment of the seaward view, however the Berwickshire 

Coastal Path provides access and affords opportunity to experience the sea views while walking this 

coastal edge between St Abb’s Head and Fast Castle Head. The view from the exposed viewpoint on the 

largely natural coastline is dominated by the wide, open seascape and lacks built elements apart from St 

Abbs lighthouse just visible to the east and the distant Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind turbines. The view 

is largely typical of views from clifftop sections of this stretch of coastline.  

358. Susceptibility. The viewpoint is representative of the view experienced by users of the Berwickshire 

Coastal Path, who gain dynamic but protracted views along this coastal section of the Scottish Borders. 

The attention of viewers at this location is likely to switch focus between the oblique view to the seascape 

and the view of the coastline in the direction of travel along the Berwickshire Coastal Path. The viewpoint 

affords a direct view out to sea from an elevated position on the coastal edge, in which viewers are more 

liable to be influenced by development in the sea due to the elevation and exposure. The viewpoint lacks 

views of the dramatic cliffs due to its contained location. The visual amenity experienced by the viewers is 

already influenced by the presence of shipping activity and the distant Neart na Gaoithe wind turbines as 

visible elements experienced in the view of the sea, which moderates the viewers susceptibility to change. 

Magnitude of change 

359. The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 14 Tun Law is shown in the 

photomontage in Figure 15.34f. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and 

maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as medium, for the reasons set out below. 

360. The Proposed Development array area will be located at long distance, between (approximately) 39.6 km 

and 77.7 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such long distance, the 

Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant seascape skyline, beyond 

the immediate seascape context.  

361. The upper towers and rotors of 179 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the lower parts of 

the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The sweep of the rotor 

blades are likely to be oriented to face the viewer when operating during the prevailing south-westerly wind 

direction. The more distant wind turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, ensuring that the 

Proposed Development appears less dense overall. 

362. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be relatively small, due 

to their long distance offshore and the large scale of the seascape in the view. The vertical appearance of 

the wind turbines may contrast with the horizontal emphasis of the sea skyline and appear larger than 

those of Seagreen 1 and Neart na Gaoithe, but the wind turbines will be smaller in vertical scale than the 

coastal landform.  

363. The Proposed Development will be visually separate from Neart na Gaoithe with a clear gap between them 

on the sea skyline, forming a distinct new array to the south of Neart na Gaoithe. The lateral spread of the 

Proposed Development may occupy up to approximately 44° of the HFoV, a relatively moderate portion of 

the view, representing an increase in the undeveloped sea skyline to the south of Neart na Gaoithe, while 

avoiding change to the seascape to the north of Neart na Gaoithe where the open sea skyline will be 

retained and the coastline views unaffected.  

364. The Proposed Development and wind turbines will be seen on and beyond the horizon, viewed as a 

‘horizon development’ to a large open seascape, rather than being viewed ‘within’ its seascape, clearly 

separated from the mainland coast by areas of intervening seascape. The Proposed Development wind 

turbines are sufficiently distant, separate from the coast and relatively small in vertical scale such that the 

perceived qualities of a ‘dramatic and wild, expansive and exciting’ coast will remain and continue to be 

definitive in the view despite the presence of the Proposed Development  offshore. 

Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

365. Based on the combination of the high sensitivity of the viewpoint and medium magn itude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as significant 

major/moderate), direct, long-term and reversible. It is a combination of the higher sensitivity of this more 

remote and less developed section of coastline, its elevation affording longer range views down over the 

Proposed Development, together with its closer proximity and wider HFoV without strong influence of Neart 

na Gaoithe in the baseline, which results in the significant visual effect assessed at this viewpoint. 

366. Excellent visibility will be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible at 

distances over 39.6 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of low 

frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates only 28.6% visibility frequency of the Proposed Development 

at distances of 40-60 km and 0% visibility frequency at distances over 60 km (the Met Office data has no 

records of visibility greater than 60 km). The more distant wind turbines in the array are unlikely to be 

visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development has less effect overall. The closest Proposed 

Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible due to the prevailing 

weather conditions, which will often prevent visibility of such distant objects at such long-range. Even 

during excellent visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due to the 

low contrast with the sky, atmospheric conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to distinguish 

wind turbines at such long distances.  

Viewpoint 15 St Abb's Head 

Baseline and sensitivity  

367. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 15 St Abb's Head are shown in Figure 15.35a-d, which 

includes Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm shown in the baseline panorama in Figure 15.35c.  

368. The OS mapped viewpoint lies on a peak slightly set back from the lighthouse and coastline between St 

Abbs Head and Eyemouth (SA 19) within Coastal Moorland (LCT 112). The elevation of the viewpoint and 

orientation of the coastline affords a long-range view out to a wide, open seascape. The view extends 

along the coastline of East Lothian to the north, with dramatic coastal cliffs and Torness power station on 

Torness Point (SA 18) barely discernible beyond; and along the Scottish Borders coastline (SA 19, SA 20) 

to the south. Much of the immediate foreground and the land above the vertiginous cliffs to the west is 

covered by rough grassland. Apart from the lighthouse and associated infrastructure within St Abbs NNR, 

there is little human influence on the landscape beyond grazed fields, while shipping activity a nd offshore 
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windfarms at Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 are notable at sea. Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm 

is visible in the view out to sea approximately 33.2 km to the north-east, occupying 14° of the horizontal 

field of view and forming the main scale comparators at sea, however Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm is 

unlikely to be visible at 68.4 km.  

369. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be high, reflecting that the view has high value and the 

receptors experiencing the view have a high susceptibility to change, for the reasons set out below.  

370. Value. The viewpoint is an OS marked viewpoint, reflecting its location as a specific destination viewpoint 

that people visit to experience the view. There are no particular facilities such as benches or signage 

provided for enjoyment of the view, however it is accessible via the Berwickshire Coastal Path, which 

facilitates access to experience the views from this section of coast . The view is not afforded protection in 

planning policy but is representative of the special qualities of the locally designated Berwickshire Coast 

SLA wherein the viewpoint lies, which are afforded planning policy protection.  The view is represents one 

of the most dramatic sections of Scotland’s east coast, due the elevation of the cliff and drama created at 

their interface with the sea, and the elevated coastal moorland unique to this part of the Scottish Borders. 

As this distinctive coastline has few built elements that detract from the ‘dramatic and wild, expansive and 

exciting’ qualities of the view, there is a strong sense of place. The visible coastline is also highly valued 

for its geological interest. 

371. Susceptibility. The viewpoint is representative of the view experienced by walkers on the Berwickshire 

Coastal Path, who gain dynamic and protracted views along this section of Scotland’s eastern coastline; 

and visitors to St Abb’s Head lighthouse and OS marked viewpoint, who may visit specifically to experience 

the view from this exposed point. The direct view out to sea from the elevated coastal edge takes in a large 

area of wide, open sea with large-scale and simple composition. The drama, vertical scale and interest is 

focused particularly in view north-west along the steep cliffs of the Berwickshire coastline and their 

interface with the nearshore seas in which the main focal points of interest are concentrated . The visual 

amenity experienced by the viewers is already influenced by the presence of shipping activity  and the 

Neart na Gaoithe wind turbines as visible elements experienced in the view of the sea, which moderates 

the viewers susceptibility to change. 

Magnitude of change 

372. The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 15 St Abb's Head is shown in the 

photomontage in Figure 15.35g. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and 

maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as medium, for the reasons set out below. 

373. The Proposed Development array area will be located at long distance, between (approximately) 38.2 km 

and 76.6 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such long distance, the 

Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant seascape skyline, beyond 

the immediate seascape context.  

374. The towers and rotors of 179 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the semi-submersible 

platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The sweep of the rotor blades are likely to be oriented to face 

the viewer when operating during the prevailing south-westerly wind direction. The more distant wind 

turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development appears 

less dense overall. 

375. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be moderate, due to 

their relative distance offshore and the large scale of the seascape in the view. The Proposed Development 

wind turbines will appear slightly larger than those of Neart na Gaoithe, which are located more inshore; 

and much larger than those of Seagreen 1, which are located behind and to the north of the Proposed 

Development. The towers of a relatively large number of the Proposed Development wind turbines may be 

visible in their entirety, while many other towers may be largely visible.  

376. The Proposed Development will be visually separate from Neart na Gaoithe with a clear gap between them 

on the sea skyline, forming a distinct new array to the south of Neart na Gaoithe. The lateral spread of the 

Proposed Development may occupy up to approximately 44° of the HFoV, a relatively moderate portion of 

the view, representing an increase in the undeveloped sea skyline to the south of Neart na Gaoithe, while 

avoiding change to the seascape to the north of Neart na Gaoithe where the open sea skyline will be 

retained and the coastline views unaffected.  

377. The Proposed Development and wind turbines will be seen on and beyond the horizon, viewed as a 

‘horizon development’ to a large open seascape, rather than being viewed ‘within’ its seascape, clearly 

separated from the mainland coast by areas of intervening seascape. The Proposed Development will 

increase the wind farm influenced seascape backdrop, however it is sufficiently distant and visually 

separate from the coastline forming the main focus of the view, that the perceived qualities of a ‘dramatic 

and wild, expansive and exciting’ coast will remain and continue to be definitive in the views along the 

coastline despite the presence of the Proposed Development offshore.  

Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

378. Based on the combination of the high sensitivity of the viewpoint and medium magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as significant 

(major/moderate), direct, long-term and reversible. It is a combination of the higher sensitivity of this more 

remote and less developed section of coastline, its elevation affording longer range views down over the 

Proposed Development, together with its closer proximity and wider HFoV without strong influence of Neart 

na Gaoithe in the baseline, which results in the significant visual effect assessed at this viewpoint. 

379. Excellent visibility will be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible at 

distances over 38.2 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of 

relatively low frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates only 28.6% visibility frequency of the Proposed 

Development at distances of 40-60 km and 0% visibility frequency at distances over 60 km (the Met Office 

data has no records of visibility greater than 60 km). The more distant wind turbines in the array are unlikely 

to be visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development has less effect overall. The closest Proposed 

Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible due to the prevailing 

weather conditions, which will often prevent visibility of such distant objects at such long-range. Even 

during excellent visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due to the 

low contrast with the sky, atmospheric conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to distinguish 

wind turbines at such long distances.  

Viewpoint 16 Eyemouth 

Baseline and sensitivity  

380. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 16 Eyemouth are shown in Figure 15.36a-c, which 

includes Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm shown in the baseline panorama in Figure 15.36c.  

381. The viewpoint lies on a trodden path at the northeast corner of the ruined Fort Point on Hairy Ness and is 

surrounded by sea. The elevation of the viewpoint and orientation of the coastline affords a long-range 

view out to a wide, open seascape. The rugged cliffs and rocky coastline to St Abbs Head (SA 19) partially 

enclose the view north-west and comprises successive bays: Killiedraught, Coldingham and beyond St 

Abbs, Starney. The adjoining Coastal Valley (LCT 121) is predominantly farmland with clustered small 

settlements. The lighthouse at St Abb’s Head is just visible behind the headland. To the south -east, the 

gentler coastline to Ramfauds (SA 20) including Eyemouth harbour and rising land behind the town, 

foreshortens the view. Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm is visible in the view out to sea approximately 

37.6 km to the north-east, occupying 13° of the horizontal field of view and forming the main scale 
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comparators at sea, however Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm is unlikely to be visible at 72 km. The wider 

view extends inland across Coldingham Moor to the wind turbine blade tips of Drone Hill and Penmansheil 

onshore wind farms and the single wind turbine at Pressmains Farm.  

382. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be medium-high, reflecting that the view has medium-high 

value and the receptors experiencing the view have medium-high susceptibility to change, for the reasons 

set out below. 

383. Value. The viewpoint is not an OS marked viewpoint, nor is it a specific viewpoint with facilities for visitors, 

however its location provides a striking view of Coldingham Bay and St Abb’s Head. The view is not 

afforded protection in planning policy, but the ‘very attractive’ Coldingham Bay and the surrounding cliff 

features are characteristic of this part of the locally designated Berwickshire Coast SLA, which is afforded 

protection in planning policy. The relatively coastline in the view is less dramatic than the views 

experienced from sections of coast further north, taking in the agricultural hinterland and pockets of 

settlement, but is relatively unusual due to the visibility of the coastal cliffs, its low level, gentler topography 

and pocket sandy bays set within the rocky coast with associated clustered settlement.   

384. Susceptibility. The viewpoint is representative of the view experienced by walkers on the Berwickshire 

Coastal Path and visitors to Fort Point, whose attention and interest are likely to be on the surrounding 

seascape, the rocky coastline, the cliffs enclosing Coldingham Bay, and St Abb’s Head. The viewpoint 

affords a direct view out to sea from the coastal edge, in which viewers are more liable to be influenced by 

development in the sea. To a degree the viewpoint represents worst-case views from residential areas of 

Eyemouth, however these are set further back from the coast and do not generally have the same level of 

exposure to the sea as is gained at Fort Point. The view encompasses distinctive features of coastline 

such as Coldingham Bay and St. Abb’s Head. The visual amenity experienced by the viewers is already 

influenced by the presence of shipping activity and by the distant Neart na Gaoithe wind turbines as visible 

elements experienced in the view of the sea, which moderates the viewers suscept ibility to change. 

Magnitude of change 

385. The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 16 Eyemouth is shown in the 

photomontage in Figure 15.36f. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and 

maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as medium, for the reasons set out below. 

386. The Proposed Development array area will be located at long distance, between (approximately) 39.1 km 

and 78.5 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such long distance, the 

Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant seascape skyline, beyond 

the immediate seascape context.  

387. The upper towers and rotors of 179 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the lower parts of 

the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The sweep of the rotor 

blades are likely to be oriented to face the viewer when operating during the prevailing south-westerly wind 

direction. The more distant wind turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, ensuring that the 

Proposed Development appears less dense overall. 

388. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be moderate, due to 

their relative distance offshore and the large scale of the seascape in the view. The Proposed Development 

wind turbines will appear slightly larger than those of Neart na Gaoithe, which are located more inshore 

than the Proposed Development. wind turbines within Seagreen 1, will be imperceptible as they lie beyond 

the horizon. A relatively large number of the Proposed Development wind turbine towers will be largely 

visible.  

389. The Proposed Development will be visually separate from Neart na Gaoithe with a clear gap between them 

on the sea skyline, forming a distinct new array to the south of Neart na Gaoithe. The lateral spread of the 

Proposed Development may occupy up to approximately 44° of the HFoV, a relatively moderate portion of 

the view, representing an increase in the undeveloped sea skyline to the south of Neart na Gaoithe, while 

avoiding change to the seascape to the north of Neart na Gaoithe where the open sea skyline will be 

retained and the coastline views unaffected.  

390. The Proposed Development and wind turbines will be seen on and beyond the horizon, viewed as a 

‘horizon development’ to a large open seascape, rather than being viewed ‘within’ its seascape, clearly 

separated from the mainland coast by areas of intervening seascape. The Proposed Development will 

increase the wind farm influenced seascape backdrop however, it is sufficiently distant and visually 

separate from the St Abbs coastline forming the main focus of the view, that the perceived qualities of a 

‘dramatic and wild, expansive and exciting’ coast will remain and continue to be definitive in the views 

along the coastline despite the presence of the Proposed Development offshore.  

Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

391. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint and medium magnitude of 

change, the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as significant 

(moderate), direct, long-term and reversible. Moderate effects are assessed as significant on receptors 

experiencing this view as they fall within the ‘upper’ grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid-grey in Table 

15.17) and are considered significant primarily due the combination of the medium magnitude of change 

assessed (in comparison to the medium-low magnitude at other viewpoints with not significant (moderate) 

effects and the sensitivity of this more remote and less developed section of coastline, its elevation 

affording longer range views down over the Proposed Development, together with its closer proximity and 

wider HFoV without a strong influence of Neart na Gaoithe in the baseline, which results in the significant 

visual effect assessed at this viewpoint. 

392. Excellent visibility will be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible at 

distances over 39.1 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of 

relatively low frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates only 28.6% visibility frequency of the Proposed 

Development at distances of 40-60 km and 0% visibility frequency at distances over 60 km (the Met Office 

data has no records of visibility greater than 60 km). The more distant wind turbines in the array are unlikely 

to be visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development has less effect overall. The closest Proposed 

Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible due to the prevailing 

weather conditions, which will often prevent visibility of such distant objects at such long-range. Even 

during excellent visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due to the 

low contrast with the sky, atmospheric conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to distinguish 

wind turbines at such long distances. 

Viewpoint 17 Berwick-upon-Tweed 

Baseline and sensitivity  

393. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 17 Berwick-upon-Tweed are shown in Figure 15.37a-

b and e.  

394. The viewpoint is set back from the coastline and elevated on the medieval  and post medieval ramparts 

within Berwick-upon-Tweed, within the North Tweed Coast (LCT 4a), and looks north-east over the Rural 

Northumberland and Coastal Waters (MCA 23), and Berwick Bank (MCA 26) to the sea horizon.  The 

elevation of the viewpoint and orientation of the coastline affords a long-range view out to a wide, open 

seascape beyond the foreground of Magdalene Fields Golf Club and holiday parks containing static 

caravans. Small groups of trees and woodland in the middle ground screen the view along the coast north -

west and there are views inland of the developed areas of Berwick-upon-Tweed. Neart na Gaoithe offshore 

wind farm is theoretically visible in the view north along the coast at very long range, approximately 50.0 
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km from the viewpoint, occupying 1° of the horizontal field of view, however there is foreground screening 

and as Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm is also not visible, there is a general lack of scale comparators at 

sea. 

395. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium-high value of the 

view and the medium susceptibility to change of receptors experiencing the view, for the reasons set out 

below. 

396. Value. The view is not afforded specific protection in planning policy but is located within and encompasses 

a view over part of the North Northumberland Heritage Coast at Berwick-upon-Tweed. This section of 

coastline is strongly settled with little notable interaction between the sea and the landscape behind. The 

reduced naturalness of the view is due in part to the Magdalene Fields Golf Club and permanent caravans 

that detract from the coastline. The landscape in view is not representative of the ‘natural coastline of rocky 

headlands and cliffs’ or the ‘extensive sweeping sandy beaches and dynamic sand dune systems’ of the 

Northumberland Coast AONB, which extends to the south but is largely out of view. The view is valued 

primarily be people visiting and walking the ramparts which afford an elevated view of the coastal setting 

of the town. 

397. Susceptibility. The viewpoint is representative of the view experienced by users of Berwickshire Coastal 

Path and visitors to Berwick-upon-Tweed ramparts, which can be walked as a complete circuit  Viewers 

attention is likely to be on the surrounding landscape with the points of interest and focus likely to vary 

between Berwick-upon-Tweed Ramparts and Barracks in the immediate context, and the wider view of the 

seascape and coastal setting. This moderates susceptibility as the viewers’ attention is more likely to be 

on the Ramparts and aspects of the view into the town than out to sea. The viewpoint affords a view out 

to sea from the elevated ramparts, in which viewers are liable to be influenced by development in the sea 

beyond the immediate coastal landscape setting, however the viewpoint is separated by large areas of 

open seascape and the focal points of views is within the immediate landscape of the Ramparts . The 

susceptibility of viewers to change is partially moderated by the influence of existing development in the 

view, including a golf course and holiday park in the foreground. 

Magnitude of change 

398. The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 17 Berwick-upon-Tweed is shown in the 

photomontage in Figure 15.37e. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and 

maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as medium-low, for the reasons set out below. 

399. The Proposed Development array area will be located at long distance, between (approximately) 46 km 

and 86.5 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such long distance, the 

Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant seascape skyline, beyond 

the immediate seascape context.  

400. The upper towers and rotors of 179 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the lower parts of 

the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The sweep of the rotor 

blades are likely to be oriented to face the viewer when operating during the prevailing south-westerly wind 

direction. The more distant wind turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, ensuring that the 

Proposed Development appears less dense overall. 

401. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines is likely to appear small, 

due to their long distance offshore and the large scale of the seascape in the view , however the lack of 

scale comparators at sea is likely to make the scale of the wind turbines difficult to determine. The vertical 

appearance of the wind turbines may contrast with the horizontal emphasis of the sea skyline. The 

Proposed Development will introduce new offshore wind turbine elements to the view as Neart na Gaoithe 

is screened by landform and tree cover.  

402. The lateral spread of the Proposed Development wind turbines may occupy up to approximately 38° of the 

HFoV, a relatively moderate portion of the wider sea view, in which a larger proportion of the open sea  

skyline will be retained and the coastline unaffected.  

403. The Proposed Development wind turbines will be seen on and beyond the horizon, viewed as a ‘horizon 

development’ to a large open seascape, rather than being viewed ‘within’ its seascape, clearly sepa rated 

from the mainland coast by areas of intervening seascape. The Proposed Development wind turbines are 

sufficiently distant and small scale, that the open views to the sea are retained and the perception of a 

‘predominantly horizontal landscape and seascape’ providing the setting to ‘iconic historic and cultural 

landmark features’ will largely remain and will continue to be definitive in the moderate levels of visual 

amenity experienced.  

Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

404. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint and medium-low magnitude of 

change, the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate), direct, long-term and reversible. Moderate effects are assessed as not significant on receptors 

experiencing this view as they fall within the ‘lower’ grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid-grey in Table 

15.17) and are considered not significant primarily due to the magnitude of change factors evaluated, 

which is assessed as medium-low at worst, given the distance of the Proposed Development over 46 km 

from the viewpoint, the apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines at this distance and 

their position beyond the sea skyline. 

405. Excellent visibility will also be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible 

at distances over 46 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of 

low frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates only 20.2% visibility frequency of the Proposed 

Development at distances of 45-60 km and 0% visibility frequency at distances over 60 km (the Met Office 

data has no records of visibility greater than 60 km). The more distant wind turbines in the array are unlikely 

to be visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development has less effect overall. The closest Proposed 

Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible due to the prevailing 

weather conditions, which will often prevent visibility of such distant objects at such long-range. Even 

during excellent visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due to the 

low contrast with the sky, atmospheric conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to distinguish 

wind turbines at such long distances.  

Viewpoint 18 Cocklawburn Beach 

Baseline and sensitivity  

406. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 18 Cocklawburn Beach are shown in Figure 15.38a-

b and d.  

407. The viewpoint lies on the Holy Island Coast (LCT 5a) adjoining the Rural Northumberland and Coastal 

Waters (MCA 23). The broad sandy beach of Cocklawburn Burn extends across the view, framed by grass 

covered dunes, interrupted by the rocky features of Jock’s Linn and the Near Skerrs.  The elevation of the 

viewpoint and orientation of the coastline affords a long-range view out to a wide, open seascape beyond 

the beach, partially framed by the low-lying rocky coast between the sandy beaches. To the north, Sea 

House stands on the low coast bounded by Saltpan Rocks, with farmland inland and the lighthouse at 

Berwick-upon-Tweed harbour is a focal point, however the offshore view is a relatively simple composition 

of sand, sea and sky. Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm is visible in the view north along the coast at 

very long range approximately 55.2 km from the viewpoint, occupying 8° of the horizontal field of view, 
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however Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm is not visible and there is a general lack of scale comparators at 

sea. 

408. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be high, reflecting that the view has high value and the 

receptors experiencing the view have a high susceptibility to change, for the reasons set out below. 

409. Value. The viewpoint is not an OS marked viewpoint but is located at one of several  public parking areas 

associated with the popular beach and represents a valued location to enjoy sea views. The view is not 

afforded protection in planning policy but is representative of the ‘extensive sweeping sandy beaches and 

dynamic sand dune systems’ that are a special quality of the Northumberland Coast AONB and are 

afforded protected by planning policy. The view includes the North Northumberland Heritage Coast, which 

implies a higher value to the seascape in the view due to high scenic qualities derived from the dramatic 

coastline, its relative naturalness and exposure that are characteristic of this stretch of coastline.  

410. Susceptibility. The viewpoint is representative of people visiting Cocklawburn Beach or using the 

Northumberland Coast Path and cyclists using NCN 1, who will appreciate the coastline of the 

Northumberland Coast AONB. The attention of these receptors is likely to be all, or in part, focused on 

enjoyment of the views and seascape setting, particularly views across the sweeping sandy beach and 

dunes, which are the primary focus of the view. The viewpoint affords a direct view out to sea from the 

beach, in which viewers are more liable to be influenced by development in the sea, however its relatively 

low elevation and expanse of wide, open seas between the viewpoint and Proposed Development partially 

moderates susceptibility. The ECML passes near the viewpoint, however few other built elements influence 

the expansive view which is dominated by the sea, and the low-lying, sparsely developed and largely 

natural coastline. 

Magnitude of change 

411. The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 18 Cocklawburn Beach is shown in the 

photomontage in Figure 15.38e. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and 

maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as low, for the reasons set out below. 

412. The Proposed Development array area will be located at very long distance, between (approximately) 

49.4 km and 89.9 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such long 

distance, the Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant seascape 

skyline, beyond the immediate seascape context.  

413. The upper towers and rotors of 177 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the lower parts of 

the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The sweep of the rotor 

blades are likely to be oriented to face the viewer when operating during the prevailing south-westerly wind 

direction. The more distant wind turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, ensuring that the 

Proposed Development appears less dense overall. 

414. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be relatively small, due 

to their long distance offshore and the large scale of the surrounding seascape, however the lack of scale 

comparators at sea is likely to make the scale of the wind turbines difficult to determine. The vertical 

appearance of the wind turbines may contrast with the horizontal emphasis of the sea skyline and will be 

smaller in vertical scale than the coastal landform at Saltpan Rocks. As there are no other offshore wind 

farms present in the view, the Proposed Development will introduce a new offshore wind farm component 

to the view.  

415. The lateral spread of the Proposed Development wind turbines may occupy up to approximately 36° of the 

HFoV, a relatively moderate portion of the wider sea view, in which a larger proportion of the open sea 

skyline will be retained and the coastline unaffected.  

416. The Proposed Development wind turbines will be seen on and beyond the horizon, viewed as a ‘horizon 

development’ to a large open seascape, rather than being viewed ‘within’ its seascape, clearly separated 

from the mainland coast, and headlands by areas of intervening seascape. The Proposed Development 

wind turbines are sufficiently distant that the wide, open views to the sea are retained and the perception 

of ‘huge skies and wide seascape views’ and a ‘predominantly horizontal landscape and seascape’  (special 

qualities of the AONB) will largely remain and continue to be definitive in the visual amenity experienced.  

Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

417. Based on the combination of the high sensitivity of the viewpoint and low magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate/minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 

418. Excellent visibility will be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible at 

distances over 49.4 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of low 

frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates only 10.7% visibility frequency of the Proposed Development 

at distances of 50-60 km and 0% visibility frequency at distances over 60 km (the Met Office data has no 

records of visibility greater than 60 km). The more distant wind turbines in the array are unlikely to be 

visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development has less effect overall. The closest Proposed 

Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible due to the prevailing 

weather conditions, which will often prevent visibility of such distant objects at such long-range. Even 

during excellent visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due to the 

low contrast with the sky, atmospheric conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to distinguish 

wind turbines at such long distances.  

Viewpoint 19 Holy Island (near Lindisfarne Castle) 

Baseline and sensitivity  

419. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 19 Holy Island (near Lindisfarne Castle) are shown in 

Figure 15.39a-c and e. 

420. Lindisfarne Castle lies a short distance (approximately 1 km) from Lindisfarne Heritage Centre at the centre 

of the settlement of Holy Island. The viewpoint lies just east of Lindisfarne Castle, within the Holy Island 

Coast (LCT5a) and Rural Northumberland and Coastal Waters (MCA 23), looking north-east over the island 

to the open sea. Land cover on the island is grazed farmland bounded by stone walls with the similarly 

enclosed Gertrude Jekyll designed garden nearby. The elevation of the viewpoint and orientation of the 

coastline affords a long-range view out to a wide, open seascape. To the west, Lindisfarne Castle forms a 

distinctive focal point at close range elevated on its rocky outcrop above the sea and Holy Island. Beyond 

the castle, settlement on the island and the mainland beyond forms the backdrop to the view. The relatively 

undeveloped coastline to the north-west and south-east lies within the Northumberland AONB and North 

Northumberland Heritage Coast. There are no offshore wind farms visible in the existing view and there is 

a general lack of scale comparators at sea. 

421. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be high, reflecting the high value of the view and the high 

susceptibility to change of receptors experiencing the view, for the reasons set out below.  

422. Value. Holy Island is a popular tourist destination with facilities for visitors, public car parking and a 

Heritage Centre. Views of the island and the surrounding sea are integral to the experience of visitors to 

Holy Island and a large part of its appeal. The view is not afforded protection in planning policy but 

encompasses elements that are described within the special qualities of the Northumberland Coast AONB, 

which are afforded planning policy protection. These comprise the ‘coastal and riverside setting of iconic 

historic and cultural landmark features’; ‘extensive sweeping sandy beaches and dynamic sand dune 

systems’; and a ‘Feeling of exposure and tranquillity on the flat, low lying open coastal plain and windswept 

coast, with sparse tree cover, huge skies and wide seascape views’  (special qualities of the AONB). The 
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view overlooks the North Northumberland Heritage Coast, which implies a higher value to the landscape 

due to high scenic qualities derived from the dramatic coastline, its relative naturalness and the historic 

buildings that are characteristic of this stretch of coastline. The sl ightly elevated view over the coastline is 

relatively rare in the low-lying area.  

423. Susceptibility. The viewpoint is representative of the view experienced by people walking on Holy Island 

and visitors to Lindisfarne Castle, who gain dynamic but protracted views while walking across the island 

or up to the Castle; and the static but short-term views from the castle itself. Appreciation of their 

surroundings, including the panoramic view over the seascape, is the main focus for visitors to Holy Island; 

while for visitors to the castle, whose primary focus will be the castle itself, the seascape is of great interest 

as the setting of the castle. The viewpoint affords a direct view out to sea from an elevated position near 

the coastal edge, in which viewers are more liable to be influenced by development in the sea. The main 

susceptibility is the potential introduction of man-made elements into the panoramic view of the Rural 

Northumberland and Coastal Waters (MCA 23), Berwick Bank (MCA 26) and the open sea. The offshore 

site boundary is separated by open sea from the viewpoint location. Few elements detract from the 

expansive view, which is dominated by the sea, and the low-lying, sparsely developed and largely natural 

coastline.   

Magnitude of change 

424. The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 19 Holy Island (near Lindisfarne Castle) 

is shown in the photomontage in Figure 15.39f. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the 

operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as low, for the reasons set out 

below. 

425. The Proposed Development array area will be located at very long distance, between (approximately) 

53.7 km and 93.5 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such long 

distance, the Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant seascape 

skyline, beyond the immediate seascape context.  

426. The upper towers and rotors of 172 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the lower parts of 

the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The rotor blades are likely 

to be slightly oblique and not fully facing the viewer when operating during the prevailing south-westerly 

wind direction. The more distant wind turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, ensuring that 

the Proposed Development appears less dense overall.  

427. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be relatively small, due 

to their long distance offshore and the large scale of the seascape in the view, however the lack of scale 

comparators at sea is likely to make the scale of the wind turbines difficult to determine. The vertical 

appearance of the wind turbines may contrast with the horizontal emphasis of the sea skyline. The 

Proposed Development will introduce offshore wind turbine elements to the view as neither offshore nor 

onshore wind turbines are evident in the baseline view.  

428. The lateral spread of the Proposed Development wind turbines may occupy up to approximately 18° of the 

HFoV, which is a relatively narrow portion of the wide sea view panorama, in which most of the open sea 

skyline will be retained and the wider coastline in other directions remains unaffected, including the views 

of Lindisfarne Castle itself and its immediate setting.  

429. The Proposed Development wind turbines will be seen on and beyond the horizon, viewed as a ‘horizon 

development’ beyond Holy Island and the seascape, rather than being viewed ‘within’ its seascape due to 

the intervening open sea. The Proposed Development wind turbines are sufficiently distant and low on the 

horizon that the ‘huge skies and wide seascape views’ of the ‘low lying open coastal plain and windswept 

coast’ (special qualities of the AONB) are retained.  The ‘predominantly horizontal landscape and 

seascape’ providing the remote coastal setting for Holy Island will largely remain unchanged and will 

continue to be definitive in the visual amenity experienced.  

Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

430. Based on the combination of the high sensitivity of the viewpoint and low magnitude of change,  the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate/minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 

431. Excellent visibility will be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible at 

distances over 53.7 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of low 

frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates only 10.7% visibility frequency of the Proposed Development 

at distances of 50-60 km and 0% visibility frequency at distances over 60 km (the Met Office data has no 

records of visibility greater than 60 km). The more distant wind turbines in the array are unlikely to be 

visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development has less effect overall. The closest Proposed 

Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible due to the prevailing 

weather conditions, which will often prevent visibility of such distant objects at such long-range. Even 

during excellent visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due to the 

low contrast with the sky, atmospheric conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to distinguish 

wind turbines at such long distances.  

Viewpoint 20 Bamburgh Castle 

Baseline and sensitivity  

432. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 20 Bamburgh Castle are shown in Figure 15.40a-c.  

433. Bamburgh Castle lies on the coastline of the Farne Islands Coast (LCT 4b) and Rural Northumberland and 

Coastal Waters (MCA 23). The viewpoint lies on the castle battlements on the seaward side of the castle 

with an unimpeded view out to sea across Bamburgh Beach. While the castle itself encloses the view 

inland to the south-east, the view extends along the coastline and broad sandy beach stretching past 

Harkess Rocks north-west to Holy Island. The elevation of the viewpoint and orientation of the coastline 

affords a long-range view out to a wide, open seascape. Much of the landscape/seascape in view lies 

within the Northumberland AONB and North Northumberland Heritage Coast.  There are no offshore wind 

farms visible in the existing view and there is a general lack of scale comparators at sea. 

434. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be high, reflecting that the view has high value and the 

receptors experiencing the view have a high susceptibility to change, for the reasons set out below. 

435. Value. The viewpoint is not an OS marked viewpoint but is located at a popular tourist destination with 

facilities for visitors, including public car parking. The view is not afforded protection in planning policy,  but 

encompasses elements that are described within the special qualities of the Northumberland Coast AONB, 

which are afforded planning policy protection. These comprise the ‘coastal and riverside setting of iconic 

historic and cultural landmark features’; ‘extensive sweeping sandy beaches and dynamic sand dune 

systems’; and a ‘Feeling of exposure and tranquillity on the flat, low lying open coastal plain and windswept 

coast, with sparse tree cover, huge skies and wide seascape views’  (special qualities of the AONB). The 

viewpoint overlooks the North Northumberland Heritage Coast, which implies a higher value to the 

landscape due to high scenic qualities derived from the dramatic coastline, its relative naturalness and the 

historic buildings that are characteristic of this stretch of coastline. The slightly elevated view over the 

coastline is relatively rare in the low-lying area.  

436. Susceptibility. The viewpoint is representative of visitors to the Bamburgh Castle and users of the 

Northumberland Coast Path, who will appreciate the coastal setting. The attention of viewers is likely to 

vary between Bamburgh Castle itself in the immediate context, and the wider view of the seascape and 

coastal setting. The viewpoint affords a direct view out to sea from the coastal edge, from an elevated 

position, in which viewers are more liable to be influenced by development in the sea, however the 

viewpoint is separated by wide, open areas of seascape. Few other built elements influence the expansive 
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view, which is dominated by the castle itself, the sea, and the low-lying, sparsely developed and largely 

natural coastline.  

Magnitude of change 

437.  The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 20 Bamburgh Castle is shown in the 

wireline in Figure 15.40c. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and 

maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as low, for the reasons set out below.  

438. The Proposed Development array area will be located at very long distance, between (approximately) 

60.1 km and 99.2 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such long 

distance, the Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant seascape 

skyline, beyond the immediate seascape context.  

439. The upper towers and rotors of 177 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the lower parts of 

the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The rotor blades are likely 

to be slightly oblique and not fully facing the viewer when operating during the prevailing south-westerly 

wind direction. The more distant wind turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, ensuring that 

the Proposed Development appears less dense overall.  

440. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be relatively small, due 

to their long distance offshore and the large scale of the seascape in the view, however the lack of scale 

comparators at sea is likely to make the scale of the wind turbines difficult to determine. The vertical 

appearance of the wind turbines may contrast with the horizontal emphasis of the sea skyline, but the wind 

turbines will be smaller in vertical scale than the coastal landforms in the view. The Proposed Development 

wind turbines will introduce offshore windfarm development to the view. 

441. The lateral spread of the Proposed Development wind turbines may occupy up to 29° of the HFoV, which 

is a relatively narrow portion of the wider 180° sea view panorama, in which a large proportion of the open 

sea skyline will be retained and the coastline remain unaffected.  

442. The Proposed Development wind turbines will be seen on and beyond the horizon, viewed as a ‘horizon 

development’ to a large open seascape, rather than being viewed ‘within’ its seascape, clearly separated 

from the mainland coast, headlands and islands by areas of intervening seascape. The Proposed 

Development wind turbines are sufficiently distant, small scale and low on the horizon, that the special 

qualities of the Northumberland Coast AONB and the North Northumberland Heritage Coast will remain 

largely unchanged and will continue to be definitive in the visual amenity experienced.  

Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

443. Based on the combination of the high sensitivity of the viewpoint and low magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate/minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 

444. Excellent visibility will be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible at 

distances over 60.1 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of 

negligible frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates 0% visibility frequency of the Proposed 

Development at distances of over 60 km (the Met Office data has no records of visibility greater than 60 

km). The more distant wind turbines in the array in particular are unlikely to be visible, ensuring that the 

Proposed Development has less effect overall. The closest Proposed Development wind turbines may be 

intermittently and infrequently visible due to the prevailing weather conditions, which will often prevent 

visibility of such distant objects at such long-range. Even during excellent visibility periods, the wind 

turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due to the low contrast with the sky, atmospheric 

conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to distinguish wind turbines at such long distances.  

Viewpoint 21 Pencraig Brae 

Baseline and sensitivity  

445. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 21 Pencraig Brae are shown in Figure 15.41a-c.  

446. The viewpoint lies within Coastal Terrace (LCT 278) in East Lothian, inland of the Eyebroughy to Torness 

Point (SA 17) coastline. The viewpoint lies just off the A199, on a rise west of the town of East Linton. Due 

to the inland location, view is primarily one of the landscapes of the East Lothian coastal plain, rather than 

the seascape, however the sea does form the backdrop and is representative of the ‘arrival’ view heading 

east on the A199 affording some of the first views of the sea over Belhaven Bay. The elevation of the 

viewpoint affords distant views of the sea, framed between foreground trees, beyond the typically flat 

farmland behind the coastal areas around Belhaven Bay. Bass Rock and North Berwick Law form 

distinctive landscape elements and focal points in the view due their elevation and form. Neart na Gaoithe 

offshore wind farm is visible in the view out to sea approximately 36.5 km to the north-east, occupying 20° 

of the horizontal field of view and forming the main scale comparators at sea, however Seagreen 1 offshore 

wind farm is unlikely to be visible at 76.2 km. 

447. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be medium, reflecting that the view has medium-high value 

and the receptors experiencing the view have a medium-low susceptibility to change, for the reasons set 

out below. 

448. Value. The viewpoint is an OS marked viewpoint, reflecting its location as a specific destination viewpoint 

that people visit to experience the view. The viewpoint has a raised viewing platform built of stone, served 

by a layby with parking, picnic area and toilets. The view is not afforded protection in planning policy , 

however it is situated on the northern boundary of the locally designated Traprain SLA, with inland views 

taking in this SLA. Seaward views look across the characteristic, virtually flat farmland of East Lothian’s 

coastal terraces towards the coastal Balgone & Whitekirk Outcrops, Belhaven Bay, and Tantallon Coast 

SLAs, alongside Tyninghame GDL. The viewpoint is relatively unusual due to its elevation above the 

surrounding landscape and the visibility of the sea alongside the ubiquitous North Berwick Law. Despite 

the viewpoint location, the A1 has little influence on the view and there is little to detract from the rural 

quality of the landscape.  

449. Susceptibility. The viewpoint is representative of the view experienced by visitors to th is OS marked 

viewpoint and people stopping at the picnic area/layby off the A199. The attention and interest of people 

at this location may only be partially towards the distant sea views to the north, with the locally designated 

landscape of the Traprain SLA and Traprain Law forming a focus inland to the north. The viewpoint looks 

overs the coastal plain and landscape of East Lothian from an inland location, with the views out to sea 

forming the backdrop this landscape, such that viewers are less liable to be influenced by development in 

the sea as the view encompasses surrounding farmland and development along the coast. The view which 

is representative of the ‘arrival’ view heading east on the A199, affording some of the first views of the sea 

over Belhaven Bay which are locally valued by people visiting this coast . The visual amenity experienced 

by the viewers is also already influenced by the presence of the other development in the landscape and 

distant views of the Neart na Gaoithe wind turbines in the view of the sea, which moderates the viewers 

susceptibility to change. 

Magnitude of change 

450. The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 21 Pencraig Brae is shown in the wireline 

in Figure 15.41c. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and maintenance of 

the Proposed Development is assessed as low, for the reasons set out below. 

451. The Proposed Development array area will be located at very long distance, between (approximately) 

58.2 km and 94.6 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such long 



                                    

 

 

Berwick Bank Wind Farm 54 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

distance, the Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant seascape 

skyline, beyond the immediate seascape context.  

452. The upper towers and rotors of 179 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the lower parts of 

the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The sweep of the rotor 

blades are likely to be oriented to face the viewer when operating during the prevailing south-westerly wind 

direction. The more distant wind turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, ensuring that the 

Proposed Development appears less dense overall. 

453. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be relatively small, due 

to their long distance offshore and the large scale of the seascape in the view. The vertical appearance of 

the wind turbines may contrast with the horizontal emphasis of the East Lothian coast, but the wind turbines 

will be smaller in vertical scale than other features in the view, notably North Berwick Law. The Proposed 

Development will increase the number of offshore wind turbine elements in view, alongside those of Neart 

na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1.  

454. The lateral spread of the Proposed Development wind turbines may occupy up to 30° of the HFoV but will 

appear partially subsumed behind and overlapping part of Neart na Gaoithe to the north, therefore only 

adding a further 25° to the HFoV, a relatively moderate portion of the view, in which much of the view will 

be unaffected. 

455. The Proposed Development wind turbines will generally be seen beyond the horizon, viewed as a ‘horizon 

development’ beyond the intervening landscape and seascape, as distant as a ‘horizon development’ to 

the large open landscape of East Lothian. The Proposed Development wind turbines are sufficiently 

distant, small scale and contained in lateral extent, that the panoramic views will be retained. When visible, 

the Proposed Development may contribute to an increase in the distant offshore wind turbine backdrop, 

that has been established by Neart na Gaoithe, however the Proposed Development wind turbines are 

sufficiently distant and low on the horizon, that the open views will be retained and will continue to be 

definitive in the visual amenity experienced.  

Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

456. Based on the combination of the medium sensitivity of the viewpoint and low magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant (minor), 

direct, long-term and reversible. 

457. Excellent visibility will be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible at 

distances over 58.2 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of low 

frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates only 10.7% visibility frequency of the Proposed Development 

at distances of 50-60 km and 0% visibility frequency at distances over 60 km (the Met Office data has no 

records of visibility greater than 60 km). The more distant wind turbines in the array are unlikely to be 

visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development has less effect overall. The closest Proposed 

Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible due to the prevailing 

weather conditions, which will often prevent visibility of such distant objects at such long -range. Even 

during excellent visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due to the 

low contrast with the sky, atmospheric conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to distinguish 

wind turbines at such long distances. 

Viewpoint 22 Ewelair Hill 

Baseline and sensitivity  

458. The location and baseline panorama from Viewpoint 22 Ewelair Hill are shown in Figure 15.42a-c.  

459. The viewpoint lies towards the north facing slope of the hill summit, within the Dissected Plateau Moorland 

(LCT 90) of the Scottish Borders, inland of the Eyebroughy to Torness Point  (SA 17) coastline. Due to the 

inland location, view is primarily of the wind farm influenced, upland moorland landscape of the 

Lammermuir Hills, rather than the seascape, however the sea is partially visible in the view between the 

hills forming a relatively contained and distant seascape backdrop in this direction. There are no offshore 

wind farms visible in the existing view with a general lack of scale comparators at sea, however large scale 

onshore wind turbines within Aikengall and Cyrstal Rig windfarms surround the viewpoint at close range, 

with further onshore wind turbines visible to the east towards the coast at Penmanshiel and Drone Hill.  

460. The sensitivity of the viewpoint is considered to be medium, reflecting that the view has medium value and 

the receptors experiencing the view have a medium-low susceptibility to change, for the reasons set out 

below. 

461. Value. The view is not afforded protection in planning policy but is partially representative of the special 

qualities of the locally designated Lammermuir Hills SLA, within which it is located. The landscape of this 

LLA that is visible in the view has been extensively modified by onshore wind energy development at close 

range. The view is not particularly well known or valued at a local level, with limited access and no facilities 

for the enjoyment of the view are provided at the viewpoint. The view is relatively typical of views from this 

part of the Lammermuir Hills SLA due to its elevation above the surrounding landscape and the distant 

visibility of the East Lothian/Scottish Borders coastline.  

462. Susceptibility. The view is representative of the view experienced by walkers on the hill,  who may access 

via an informal track and looks over Plateau Farmland – Borders (LCT 100) and Upland Fringes - Lothians 

(LCT 269), to the Coastal Margins - Lothians (LCT 277) and Coastal Farmland – Borders (LCT 110) along 

the coast. The attention of people walking at the viewpoint is likely to be on the surrounding landscape, 

and partially on the distant views east to the sea. Onshore wind turbines within Aikengall windfarm 

surround the viewpoint, with further onshore wind turbines visible relatively nearby, such that viewers are 

less liable to be influenced by distant offshore windfarm development in the sea as the visual amenity is 

strongly influenced by the operational onshore wind turbines at close range in the baseline view. 

Magnitude of change 

463.  The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 22 Ewelair Hill is shown in the wireline 

in Figure 15.42c. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and maintenance of 

the Proposed Development is assessed as low, for the reasons set out below. 

464. The Proposed Development array area will be located at very long distance, between (approximately) 

54.2 km and 91.2 km offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such long 

distance, the Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant seascape 

skyline, beyond the immediate seascape context.  

465. The upper towers and rotors of 171 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the lower parts of 

the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon. The sweep of the rotor 

blades are likely to be oriented to face the viewer when operating during the prevailing south-westerly wind 

direction. The more distant wind turbines in the array will be substantially less visible, ensuring that the 

Proposed Development appears less dense overall. 

466. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be small, due to their 

long distance offshore, the large scale of the seascape in the view, and the much larger vertical scale of 

nearby wind turbines. While the vertical appearance of the Proposed Development wind turbines may 

contrast with the horizontal emphasis of the sea skyline, this will appear negligible in comparison to the 

vertical emphasis of nearby onshore wind turbines. The Proposed Development will introduce offshore 

wind turbine elements to the view, which includes onshore wind turbines nearby at Aikengall IIa; 

Hoprigshiels and Neuk Farm, directly beyond; and further away at Moorhouse,  Drone Hill, Penmanshiel 

and Blackburn Rig Farm.  
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467. The lateral spread of the Proposed Development wind turbines may occupy up to 34° of the HFoV, a 

relatively moderate portion of the wider 360° panorama, distantly enclosing part of the open sea skyline 

that is visible to the east between the hills of the upland foreground.  

468. The Proposed Development wind turbines will be seen on and beyond the horizon, viewed as a ‘horizon 

development’ to the landscape and open seascape beyond. The Proposed Development will appear on 

the periphery of the seascape, rather than ‘within’ it, and will be isolated from the mainland coast by open 

sea. The Proposed Development wind turbines are sufficiently distant, small scale and low on the horizon, 

that despite the extension of wind farm influence form the uplands to the seascape that is evident,  the 

existing wind farm landscape of this upland moorland will experience low levels of change and will continue 

to be defined by the existing baseline elements, particularly the onshore wind turbines at close range in 

the foreground.  

Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

469. Based on the combination of the medium sensitivity of the viewpoint and low magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant (minor), 

direct, long-term and reversible. 

470. Excellent visibility will be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible at 

distances over 54.2 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of low 

frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates only 10.7% visibility frequency of the Proposed Development 

at distances of 50-60 km and 0% visibility frequency at distances over 60 km (the Met Office data has no 

records of visibility greater than 60 km). The more distant wind turbines in the array are unlikely to be 

visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development has less effect overall. The closest Proposed 

Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible due to the prevailing 

weather conditions, which will often prevent visibility of such distant objects at such long -range. Even 

during excellent visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due to the 

low contrast with the sky, atmospheric conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to distinguish 

wind turbines at such long distances. 

Viewpoint 23 Isle of May  

Baseline and sensitivity  

471. The location of Viewpoint 23 Isle of May is shown in Figure 15.43a. The selected viewpoint lies on the path 

following the island’s spine, above the slope down to the eastern shore. The island has a rugged, rocky 

perimeter and dramatic cliffs, giving it a strong sense of naturalness. Lighthouse buildings contribute to 

the diverse landscape and its high scenic value. Views from the island are extensive. The coastline of the 

Scottish mainland frames the panoramic view: to the south, along East Lothian and the Scottish Borders; 

and to the north, along Fife, Angus and Aberdeenshire. Within the open sea to the east, are Neart na 

Gaoithe offshore windfarm, 16.2 km away at its nearest point; and further north, Seagreen 1 offshore 

windfarm, approximately 53.8 km away at its nearest point. The rotors of nearer wind turbines within Neart 

na Gaoithe are visible above the horizon while, generally, only the blade tips of the more distant Seagreen 

1 wind turbines are visible. Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm occupy a total of 70° of 

the HFoV and forming the main scale comparators at sea.  

472. The designation statement for the Forth Islands SLA describes its qualities as follows: ‘The Isle of May is 

the most remote and largest of the three (Forth) islands and has a distinctive long, low profile with steep 

cliffs on the eastern shore and a central lighthouse. The island is located close to the mouth of the Forth 

and is more exposed and isolated than the inner islands, but less strongly influenced by former military 

activity. The combination of the rugged natural island with the cultural heritage features of the lighthouse 

buildings creates a diversity of landscape with high scenic value. The rugged rocky perimeter of the island 

and dramatic cliffs, alongside the clamour and constant motion of seabirds convey the strong sense of 

naturalness of the island. Views from the island are extensive, however views to the island from the shore 

are strongly influenced by the prevailing weather conditions, which sometimes limit visibility ’. 

473. The sensitivity of the viewpoint and the Isle of May area of the Forth Islands SLA is considered to be 

medium-high, reflecting the high value of the views from the island and the high value of its landscape 

character and qualities reflected by the designation of the Isle of May SLA, combined with its medium-high 

susceptibility to change, for the reasons set out below. 

474. Value. The Isle of May is part of the Forth Islands SLA and is afforded protection in local planning policy. 

Its designation as an SLA is reflective of the value afforded by society to the landscape character and 

qualities of the island, which is recognised as a ‘rugged natural island’ with a ‘diversity of landscape with 

high scenic value’ given its ‘distinctive long, low profile’, and ‘rugged rocky perimeter’ with ‘dramatic cliffs, 

alongside the clamour and constant motion of seabirds ’ which convey a strong sense of naturalness and 

exposure. Views from the island are valued as being extensive and there is a visitor centre on the island 

to aid access and experience of the sea views. 

475. Susceptibility. The view is located in an elevated position that is representative of the views experienced 

by visitors to the Isle of May. Visitors are typically day trips from boat tour operators in Anstruther or North 

Berwick, only during the period from April to September. The attention and interest of visitors to the island 

is likely to be on both the immediate features and wildlife of the island itself as we all the wider seascape 

context and extensive views over the Firth of Forth. Views are strongly influenced by the prevailing weather 

conditions, which sometimes limit visibility and may reduce susceptibility to change. Neart na Gaoithe 

offshore wind farm is a prevailing feature in the seascape context to the east, located approximately 

16.4km from the Isle of May, while Seagreen 1 has limited influence in the distance over 53 km from the 

islands. The visual amenity experienced by the viewers will therefore already influenced by the presence 

of the Neart na Gaoithe wind turbines as visible elements at relatively closer range, experienced in the 

view of the sea, which moderates the viewers susceptibility to further changes associated with offshore 

wind farm development in the outer Firth of Forth beyond Neart na Gaoithe. 

Magnitude of change 

476.  The predicted view of the Proposed Development from Viewpoint 23 Isle of May is shown in the wireline 

in Figure 15.43b. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and maintenance of 

the Proposed Development is assessed as medium-low, for the reasons set out below. 

477. The Proposed Development array area will be located at very long distance, between (approximately) 

41.5 km and 69.9 km, offshore from the viewpoint to its closest and most distant points. At such long 

distance, the Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant seascape 

skyline, beyond the immediate seascape context.  

478. The upper towers and rotors of 179 wind turbines may be visible above the skyline, with the lower parts of 

the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the intervening horizon.  

479. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be small, due to their 

long distance offshore, the large scale of the seascape in the view, and the larger vertical scale of near er 

offshore wind turbines within Neart na Gaoithe. The vertical appearance of the Proposed Development 

wind turbines in combination with those of Neart na Gaoithe, may contrast with the horizontal emphasis of 

the sea skyline.  

480. The lateral spread of the Proposed Development wind turbines may occupy up to 33° of the HFoV, however 

will appear to be mainly subsumed behind and overlapping Neart na Gaoithe to the north, therefore only 

adding a further 10° to the HFoV, which is considered to be a narrow additional portion of the view, in 

which much of the wider view of the seascape will remain unaffected. The Proposed Development will 
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appear to overlap with approximately half of Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm and the lateral extent of 

offshore windfarm development will increase only slightly to the south of Neart na Gaoithe. The number of 

wind turbines and their layout behind Neart na Gaoithe will make the wind turbine array of Neart na Gaoithe 

appear denser and extend over greater depth into the distance. This may continuing to increase the 

enclosure of the seascape by offshore wind farm development as there is a greater density of wind turbines 

and fewer lines of sight to the skyline between wind turbines, however on balance, the position of the 

Proposed Development behind Neart na Gaoithe contributes to limiting the additiona l lateral spread of 

offshore wind farm development and ensure that the open sea will remain to the north and south of the 

two offshore wind farms. The coastlines of the Scottish mainland and the Isle of May will remain unaffected. 

481. The proposed wind turbines will be seen on and beyond the horizon, viewed as a ‘horizon development’ 

to the island and the open seascape beyond. The Proposed Development will appear on the periphery of 

the seascape, rather than ‘within’ it, and will be isolated from the Isle of May by open sea. The Proposed 

Development wind turbines are sufficiently distant, small scale and low on the horizon, that the existing 

character of the view will barely change and will continue to be definitive.  

482. The physical qualities of the island including its ‘distinctive long, low profile with steep cliffs’ and ‘rugged 

rocky perimeter of the island and dramatic cliffs’, will remain unaffected, with changes only resulting on its 

perceptual qualities, including its perceived remoteness and sense of naturalness.  The magnitude of 

change to these perceived qualities of the Isle of May area of the Forth Islands SLA arising in the extensive 

views from the island is assessed as medium-low. In terms of the quality of remoteness and naturalness, 

there is potential for the Proposed Development to influence the perceived remoteness of the Isle of May, 

through the addition of man-made structures in the wider seascape setting reducing the sense of having a 

relative lack of human influence, however the magnitude of change is moderated by the very distant 

location of the Proposed Development well outside the immediate seascape context, and by the presence 

of a number of other man-made elements that are visible and already influence perceived remoteness, 

including Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm located at closer range, commercial shipping, ferries, and 

development on the mainland coastline including settlement and onshore wind turbines. The sense of 

naturalness conveyed by the clamour and constant motion of seabirds will continue to prevail on the island 

in the presence of the distant additional offshore wind farm influence beyond Neart na Gaoithe. 

Significance of Effect in EIA terms 

483. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint and the Isle of May area of the 

Forth Islands SLA and the medium-low magnitude of change to the view and perceived qualities of the 

SLA, the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate), direct, long-term and reversible on the views from the Isle of May SLA and its perceived 

qualities. The diversity of the landscape, sense of naturalness and perceived remoteness will continue to 

prevail and views from the island will remain extensive. Moderate effects are assessed as not significant 

on receptors experiencing this view as they fall within the ‘lower’ grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid-

grey in Table 15.17) and are considered not significant primarily due to the magnitude of change factors 

evaluated, which is assessed as medium-low at worst, given the distance of the Proposed Development 

over 41.5 km from the viewpoint, the apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines at this 

distance, their position beyond the sea skyline mainly subsumed behind Neart na Gaoithe and their 

introduction as further elements that are already characteristic in the baseline. 

484. Excellent visibility will also be required for the closest Proposed Development wind turbines to be visible 

at distances over 41.5 km from the viewpoint. The likelihood of the effect occurring is considered to be of 

relatively low frequency. Met Office visibility data indicates only 28.6% visibility frequency of the Proposed 

Development at distances of 40-60 km and 0% visibility frequency at distances over 60 km (the Met Office 

data has no records of visibility greater than 60 km). The more distant wind turbines in the array are unlikely 

to be visible, ensuring that the Proposed Development has less effect  overall. The closest Proposed 

Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and infrequently visible due to the prevailing 

weather conditions, which will often prevent visibility of such distant objects at such long-range. Even 

during excellent visibility periods, the wind turbines will still likely be viewed as being recessive, due to the 

low contrast with the sky, atmospheric conditions out to sea and the visual acuity of the eye to distinguish 

wind turbines at such long distances. 

Summary of Effects on Viewpoints 

485. A summary of the effects of the operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development on the 

representative viewpoints is presented in Table 15.21. 

Table 15.21: Summary of Effects of the Proposed Development during Operation and Maintenance on 
Representative Viewpoints 

No. Name  Value of 
View 

Susceptibility Sensitivity Magnitude of 
Change 

Significance 
of Effect 

Significance 
of Effect in 
EIA Terms 

1 Johnshaven 
(NCN1) 

Medium-high Medium-high Medium-high Low Moderate/minor Not significant 

2 Montrose Medium Medium Medium Medium-low Moderate/minor Not significant 

3 St Andrews 
Cathedral 

Medium-high Medium Medium-high Low Moderate/minor Not significant 

4 Cambo Sands Medium-high Medium-high Medium-high Low Moderate/minor Not significant 

5 Fife Ness Medium-high Medium-high Medium-high Low Moderate/minor Not significant 

6 Crail Medium-high Medium-high Medium-high Low Moderate/minor Not significant 

7 North Berwick 
Law 

High Medium-high High Low Moderate/minor Not significant 

8 Tantallon Castle High Medium-high High Medium-low Moderate Not significant 

9 Tyninghame 
(Ravensheugh 
Sands) 

Medium-high Medium-high Medium-high Low Moderate/minor Not significant 

10 Dunbar Medium-high High High Medium-low Moderate Not significant 

11 Skateraw Medium Medium Medium Medium-low Moderate/minor Not significant 

12 Cove (SUW) Medium Medium-high Medium-high Medium-low Moderate Not significant 

13 Fast Castle Medium-high High High Medium Major/moderate Significant 

14 Tun Law Medium-high High High Medium Major/moderate Significant 

15 St Abb's Head High High High Medium Major/moderate Significant 

16 Eyemouth Medium-high Medium-high Medium-high Medium Moderate Significant 

17 Berwick-upon-
Tweed 

Medium-high Medium Medium-high Medium-low Moderate Not significant 
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No. Name  Value of 
View 

Susceptibility Sensitivity Magnitude of 
Change 

Significance 
of Effect 

Significance 
of Effect in 
EIA Terms 

18 Cocklawburn 
Beach 

High High High Low Moderate/minor Not significant 

19 Holy Island (near 
Lindisfarne 
Castle) 

High High High Low Moderate/minor Not significant 

20 Bamburgh Castle High High High Low Moderate/minor Not significant 

21 Pencraig Brae Medium-high Medium-low Medium Low Minor Not significant 

22 Ewelair Hil Medium Medium-low Medium Low Minor Not significant 

23 Isle of May High Medium-high Medium-high Medium-low Moderate Not significant 

15.11.3. DETAILED ASSESSMENT OF VISUAL RECEPTORS 

486. The principal visual receptors in the SLVIA study area are likely to be found along the closest sections of 

the Aberdeenshire, Angus, Fife, East Lothian, Scottish Borders and Northumberland coastlines, and are 

assessed as follows. 

John Muir Country Park 

Baseline and sensitivity  

487. The John Muir Country Park lies near the village of West Barns, within Dunbar. Named after the famous 

naturalist and geologist born in Dunbar, it has been designated since 1976. 1,763 acres in area, it covers 

13 km of coast between Pfeffer Sands and Dunbar Castle. The park forms part of the Firth of Forth Ramsar 

Site, Firth of Forth SSSI. and is also an SPA. The park comprises a mix of semi-natural habitats including 

woodland, grassland, saltmarsh, coastal dunes, and rocky and sandy shorelines. 

488. The sensitivity of the John Muir Country Park is considered to be high, reflecting the high value of the park 

and the high susceptibility to change of receptors using the park, for the reasons below. 

489. Value. The coastal country park lies within the ‘dynamic coastline’ of the Belhaven Bay SLA, and is 

representative of several of its special qualities that are afforded planning policy protection: 1. The ‘high 

scenic value’ of the area; 2. its recreational value; 4. the landscape setting of Belhaven Bay; and 13. The 

‘good long distance views throughout much of the area’.  In particular, views from the Belhaven Bay area, 

including the much-photographed Bridge to Nowhere, are notable. 

490. Susceptibility. While the park is bounded by trees to the north east and by the Hedderwick Hill plantation 

to the north, part of its appeal is the landscape setting of Belhaven Bay and Dunbar Beach. Seascape 

views are likely to be a large part of the visitor experience that is appreciated intermittently within the area 

bounded by trees, and for more protracted periods from the beach and dunes. The coastline has a northerly 

aspect that, in combination with the intervening distance, and the presence of Neart na Gaoithe on the 

skyline, somewhat reduces susceptibility to the Proposed Development. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

491. The magnitude of change to the visual amenity at John Muir country park resulting from the operation and 

maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as medium-low, for the reasons set out below. 

492. The Proposed Development array area will be located at very long distance, between 48.3 km from at its 

closest point, and the Proposed Development wind turbines will be in the far distance on the distant 

seascape skyline, beyond the immediate seascape context. Their low contrast with the sky and prevailing 

visibility conditions means that the Proposed Development wind turbines are likely to be intermittently and 

infrequently visible. During these periods the upper towers and rotors of the wind turbines may be visible 

above the skyline, with the lower parts of the towers and semi-submersible platforms hidden by the 

intervening horizon.  

493. The Proposed Development wind turbines will appear relatively small, due to the intervening distance and 

the large scale of their seascape context. While their verticality may contrast with the sea horizon skyline, 

the new offshore wind turbines will appear smaller than those of the overlapping Neart na Gaoithe. The 

lateral extent of offshore windfarm development will increase but will remain a narrower portion of the wider 

panorama with much of the open sea skyline and coastline remaining unaffected.  

494. Based on the combination of the high sensitivity of the receptor and medium-low magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant (moderate), 

direct, long-term and reversible. Moderate effects are assessed as not significant on views from this 

receptor primarily due to the magnitude of change factors evaluated, which is assessed as medium-low at 

worst, given the distance of the Proposed Development over 48.3 km from the viewpoint, the apparent 

scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines at this distance, their position beyond the sea skyline 

and their introduction as further elements that are already characteristic in the baseline view, in which 

Neart na Gaoithe has a moderating influence. 

Major Settlements - Aberdeenshire 

Inverbervie 

Baseline and sensitivity  

495. Inverbervie lies on the south easterly facing Aberdeenshire coast, between Stonehaven and Montrose. 

The town lies on a slope down to the shoreline of Bervie Bay. 

496. The sensitivity of Inverbervie is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium-high value of the 

town’s visual context and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors within the town. 

497. Value. The coastal village overlooks ‘rugged and intricate scenery’ that is characteristic of the South East 

Aberdeenshire Coast SLA and afforded planning policy protection. Views from the town are typical of this 

section of coast, which has south easterly aspect and is defined by the open sea. Although there is no 

formal recognition of the views, the views of the sea from this settlement will be valued at the local level 

by residents as the backdrop that is fundamental to the seascape setting of the settlement.  

498. Susceptibility. Seascape views are limited to the coastal edge of the village by the pattern and density of 

development within the village. Residents of properties along the shoreline, and streets leading down to it, 

may have static, long-term views of the seascape from their primary place of residence. The coastline has 

a south easterly aspect and properties along Halgreen Drive are most susceptible to changes arising from 

the Proposed Development. Residents of Inverbervie experience varying levels of visual amenity, with 

views influenced by built development in the settlement and offshore views influenced by Seagreen 1 

offshore wind farm, moderating susceptibility, but there is a general of lack visual detractors and a 

distinctive seascape setting that contributes to the visual amenity experienced. 
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Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

499. At Inverbervie operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development will result in a low magnitude of 

change for residents and users of the seafront, with remaining areas observing a negligible magnitude of 

change. 

500. The Blade Tip ZTV (Figure 15.6) indicates potential visibility of higher numbers of the Proposed 

Development wind turbines from the entire town. However, the combination of local topography and the 

density and pattern of built development will limit views to those from the seafront, along roads lea ding to 

the seafront and partial views from higher up the landform. Seafront views will be defined by open, direct 

views of the offshore elements of the Proposed Development, at a range of approximately 51.8 km. While 

there will be an observable increase in the number and lateral extent of offshore wind turbines, these will 

occupy a relatively small proportion of the open sea horizon and will represent a smaller element of the 

view in good visibility. 

501. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the receptor and low magnitude of change for 

residents and users of the seafront, the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is 

assessed as not significant (moderate/minor), direct, long-term and reversible. For remaining areas 

observing a negligible magnitude of change, the significance of effect arising from the Proposed 

Development is assessed as not significant (minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 

Minor Settlements – Aberdeenshire 

Gourdon 

Baseline and sensitivity  

502. The village lies on the Aberdeenshire coast between Inverbervie and Johnshaven. The picturesque coastal 

village is based on a natural harbour, with views to Inverbervie. The coastal village adjoins the harbour 

and extends along a minor road along the coast. This part of the village lies on the steep slope down to 

the shore. Behind this sleep, the village extends over more gently sloping land to the A92, along Brae 

Road. Buildings within the lower part of the village tend to look south east, while those in the upper part 

tend to face east.  

503. The sensitivity of Gourdon is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium-high value of its visual 

context and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors within the village. 

504. Value. The coastal village lies within the South East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA which is afforded planning 

policy protection. Either side of the harbour, the coastline is characteristically rugged and intricate. Views 

from the village are typical of this section of coast, which has a south easterly aspect and is dominated by 

the open sea. Although there is no formal recognition of the views, the views of the sea from this settlement 

will be valued at the local level by residents as the backdrop that is fundamental to the seascape setting 

of the settlement. 

505. Susceptibility. Seascape views are generally limited to properties along the seafront, which generally 

align with and back onto the coast; and the more inland part of the town at Brae Road, which face the sea. 

The density and pattern of urban form limits views of the sea from remaining parts of the town.  Residents 

on the settlement edge may have ccc. Residents of Gourdon experience varying levels of visual amenity, 

with views influenced by built development in the settlement, around the harbour and offshore views 

influenced by Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm, moderating susceptibility, but a general of lack visual 

detractors and a distinctive seascape setting that contributes to the visual amenity and scenic quality 

experienced 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

506. Lying 50.3 km from the Proposed Development array, the coastal part of the village lies on the short, slope 

to the coast, while the inland part lies on more gently sloping ground. While the entire village lies within 

the ZTV (Figure 15.6), high to medium numbers of the proposed wind turbines are potentially visible from 

it. 

507. For Gourdon the magnitude of change resulting from the operation and maintenance of the Proposed 

Development is assessed as low. The Proposed Development will increase the lateral extent of offshore 

wind farms seen from Gourdon but its location beyond Seagreen 1; the considerable remaining open sea 

horizon; and the clear separation between the offshore wind farms and the coast will limit its effect.  

508. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the receptor and low magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate/minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 

Johnshaven 

Baseline and sensitivity  

509. The village lies on the Aberdeenshire coast between Inverbervie and Montrose. The village’s economy is 

historically based on the flax industry, sail making and fishing. The coastal village occupies the lower 

slopes below the A92 and stretches along the coast with its roads and some of its building being orientated 

towards the coastline. 

510. The sensitivity of Johnshaven is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium value of its visual 

context and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors within the village. 

511. Value. The coastal village lies within the South East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA which is afforded planning 

policy protection. The village aligns with a characteristically ‘rugged and intricate’ section of coast. Views 

from the low-level village are typical of this section of coast, being panoramic and having a south easterly 

aspect dominated by the open sea. Although there is no formal recognition of the views, the views of the 

sea from this settlement will be valued at the local level by residents as the backdrop that is fundamental 

to the seascape setting of the settlement. 

512. Susceptibility. Seascape views are generally limited to the settlement edges: properties along the 

seafront, and properties on the upper slopes, which generally align with and face the coast. The density 

and pattern of urban form limits views of the sea from remaining parts of the town. Residents on the 

settlement edge may have static, long-term views of the seascape from their primary place of residence. 

Residents of Johnshaven experience varying levels of visual amenity, with views influenced by built 

development in the settlement and offshore views influenced by Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm, 

moderating susceptibility, but a general of lack visual detractors and a distinctive seascape setting that 

contributes to the visual amenity and scenic quality exper ienced. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

513. The village lies 48.5 km from the Proposed Development array, at the foot of a steep seaward slope on 

such that the entire village lies within the ZTV (Figure 15.6), with visibility of high to medium numbers of 

the proposed wind turbines. 

514. For Johnshaven the magnitude of change resulting from the operation and maintenance of the Proposed 

Development is assessed as low. The Proposed Development will increase the lateral extent of offshore 

wind farms seen from Johnshaven, but its location beyond Seagreen 1; the considerable remaining open 

sea horizon; and the clear separation between the offshore wind farms and the coast will limit its effect.  
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515. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the receptor and low magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate/minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 

Major Settlements - Angus 

Arbroath 

Baseline and sensitivity  

516. Arbroath (Viewpoint C: Figure 15.45) is the largest town in Angus and dates to the founding of Arbroath 

Abbey in 1178, growing to become one of Scotland's larger fishing ports.  

517. The Arbroath coastline has a south easterly aspect and relatively flat local topography. The seafront 

comprises open recreational space south of the harbour with residential properties around and to the north 

of the harbour. These are generally aligned with the coast. Expansive, open sea views are typical of  much 

of the seafront area, becoming intermittent and partial along roads leading to the coast. Views of the 

coastline and sea are restricted for the much of the town by the density and pattern of built development.  

518. The sensitivity of Arbroath is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium value of the town’s 

visual context and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors within the town. 

519. Value. The coastal village overlooks the Angus coast, which is not afforded planning policy protection but 

locally valued. Views from the town are typical of this section of coast, which has a south easterly aspect 

and is dominated by the open sea. Although there is no formal recognition of the views, the views of the 

sea from the coastal edges of the town will be valued at the local level by residents as the backdrop that 

is fundamental to the seascape setting of the settlement. 

520. Susceptibility. Seascape views are limited to the coastal edge of the town by the pattern and density of 

development within it. Users of open space along the seafront, residents of properties along the shoreline, 

and streets leading down to it, may have static, long-term views of the seascape from their primary place 

of residence, however properties in areas set back from the coastal edge have a reduced susceptibility to 

changes in the seascape. The coastline has a south easterly aspect and properties along the seaward 

edge are most susceptible to changes arising from the Proposed Development. Residents of Arbroath 

experience a moderate level of visual amenity at this location, due to the urban nature of the area and the 

influence of the Edinburgh to Aberdeen rail line, and industrial and commercial activity with the town’s 

seafront and harbour. Residents of Arbroath experience varying levels of visual amenity, with views 

influenced by built development in the settlement, industrial and commercial activity at the town’s seafront 

and offshore views influenced by Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm, moderating susceptibility, but with a 

distinct seascape setting that contributes to the visual amenity experienced. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

521. At Arbroath operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development will result in a low magnitude of 

change for residents of the seaward edge and users of the seafront, with remaining areas observing a 

negligible magnitude of change. 

522. The Blade Tip ZTV (Figure 15.6) indicates potential visibility of higher numbers of the Proposed 

Development wind turbines from much of the town, while no visibility is indicated from lower areas 

including: the college grounds; the much larger area of open green space and woodland north of Cairnie 

Road and the A92; and east of Burnside Drive as far as Hayshead Primary School. However, the 

combination of local topography and the density and pattern of built development will limit views to those 

from the seaward edge of the town, the seafront, and along roads leading to the coast. Seafront views will 

be defined by open, direct views of the offshore elements of the Proposed Development, at a range of 

approximately 43.1 km. While there will be an observable increase in the number and lateral extent of 

offshore wind turbines, these will occupy a relatively small proportion of the open sea horizon and will 

represent a smaller element of the view in good visibility.  

523. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the receptor and low magnitude of change for 

residents of the seaward edge and users of the seafront, the significance of effect arising from the 

Proposed Development is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor), direct, long-term and 

reversible. For remaining areas observing a negligible magnitude of change, the significance of effect 

arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant (minor), direct, long-term and 

reversible. 

Carnoustie 

Baseline and sensitivity  

524. Founded in the late 18th century, the town grew with the local textile industry throughout the 19th century, 

becoming a tourist resort from the early Victorian era. Now considered a dormitory town for Dundee, it is 

best known for the Carnoustie Golf Links course that has hosted the Open Championship. 

525. At Carnoustie, much of the town is separated from the south easterly facing coastline by Carnoustie Golf 

Links, and a relatively small proportion of the town lies on the shoreline. The Edinburgh to Aberdeen rai l 

line runs along the coastline, intervening between much of the town and the sea. Behind Carnoustie Beach, 

much of the seafront area comprises recreational open space. Expansive, open sea views are typical of 

much of the seafront area, and the seaward edge of the town beyond the intervening golf course, becoming 

intermittent and partial along roads leading east, to the coast. Views of the coastline and sea are restricted 

for the much of the town by the density and pattern of built development.  

526. The sensitivity of Carnoustie is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium value of its visual 

context and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors within the town. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

527. At Carnoustie, operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development will result in a low magnitude of 

change for residents of the Westhaven area, the seaward edge and users of the seafront and golf course, 

with remaining areas observing a negligible magnitude of change. 

528. The Blade Tip ZTV (Figure 15.6) indicates potential visibility of higher numbers of the Proposed 

Development wind turbines from much of the town west of Barry Road, with visibility of lower numbers 

west of the Edinburgh to Aberdeen rail line. However, the combination of local topography and the density 

and pattern of built development limits sea views to those from the Westhaven Area, the seaward edge of 

the town, the seafront, and along roads leading east to the coast. Views from these areas will be defined 

by open, direct views of the offshore elements of the Proposed Development, at a range of approximately 

48.7 km. While there will be an observable increase in the number and lateral extent of offshore wind 

turbines, these will occupy a relatively small proportion of the open sea horizon and will represent a smaller 

element of the view in good visibility. 

529. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the receptor and low magnitude of change for 

residents of West Haven, the seaward edge and users of the seafront and golf course, the significance of 

effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor), direct, 

long-term and reversible. For remaining areas observing a negligible magnitude of change, the significance 

of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant (minor), direct, long-term 

and reversible. 
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Montrose 

Baseline and sensitivity  

530. Situated north of Dundee and south of Aberdeen, Montrose (Viewpoint 2 Montrose: Figure 15.22) is the 

northernmost coastal town in Angus. It lies between the mouths of the North and South Esk rivers and 

developed around a natural harbour. To its western boundary, the tidal lagoon of Montrose Basin is the 

largest inland salt water basin in the UK, and an LNR. Montrose is known for its wide thoroughfare and 

high street leading to picturesque closes containing secluded gardens. The 67 m high steeple of Old and 

St Andrew's Church, designed by James Gillespie Graham, dominates the Montrose skyline. Just o utside 

Montrose is the 18th century House of Dun, designed by the Scottish architect William Adam.  

531. The sensitivity of Montrose is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium value of its visual 

context and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors within the town. 

532. Value. The Montrose coastline is not covered by a designation that recognises its scenic value, or that 

affords it protection in planning policy. While Scurdie Ness and its Lighthouse make the coastli ne 

distinctive, the expansive views to the sea horizon from the area are typical of this coastline. Although 

there is no formal recognition of the views, the views of the sea from this settlement will be valued at the 

local level by residents as the backdrop that is fundamental to the seascape setting of the settlement 

533. Susceptibility. Residents of the town may have static, long-term views of the seascape from their primary 

place of residence from properties that address the coast or may view the sea at an angle as they look 

along roads leading to the coast. The settled landscape surrounding the town, the pattern and density of 

its urban form and industrial development contrast with the adjoining sections of coast.  Seascape views 

are likely to be a large part of their experience and the north easterly aspect of the coast makes them 

particularly liable to development at sea. The presence of Seagreen 1 on the skyline in offshore views, 

somewhat moderates susceptibility to the Proposed Development. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

534. At Montrose, the magnitude of change resulting from the operation and maintenance of the Proposed 

Development is assessed as medium-low for properties located on Whinfield Road and Faulds Road; and 

low for remaining parts of the town. 

535. The south and east of the town has potential visibility of high numbers of Proposed Development wind 

turbines, with moderate to lower numbers from other areas. The western edge overlooking Montrose Basin 

and the southern extent including Ferryden have no potential visibility, as indicated by the ZTV. Properties 

along the towns seaward edge may have unobstructed views of the Proposed Development but the pattern 

of development largely ignores the coast and in combination with its dens ity, receptors within much of the 

town are unlikely to have more than glimpsed views of it and the surrounding seascape.   

536. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the receptor and medium-low magnitude of 

change to the limited area of the town along the eastern coastal edge, the significance of effect arising 

from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant (moderate), direct, long-term and 

reversible. Moderate effects are assessed as not significant on receptors experiencing this view as they 

fall within the ‘lower’ grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid-grey in Table 15.17) and are considered not 

significant primarily due to the magnitude of change factors evaluated, which is assessed as medium-low 

at worst, given the distance of the Proposed Development over 45.3 km from the viewpoint, the apparent 

scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines at this distance, their position beyond the sea skyline 

and their introduction as further elements that are already characteristic in the baseline view, in which 

Seagreen 1 has a moderating influence. For remaining areas set further back from the coast, experiencing 

a low magnitude of change, the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed 

as not significant (minor), direct, long-term and reversible.  

Minor Settlements – Angus 

Auchmithie 

Baseline and sensitivity  

537. The small, clifftop village lies on the Aberdeenshire coast, 4.8 km north east of Arbroath. Unusually, the 

small village stretches along a central road running at an angle to the coast, due to the topography and 

elevation of the area. Houses generally lie along and face the road. The dilapidated Auchmithie Harbour 

was designed by James Barron. 

538. The sensitivity of Auchmithie is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium value of its visual 

context and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors within the village. 

539. Value. The coastal village overlooks cliffs along this section of the Angus coast, which is not afforded 

planning policy protection but is locally valued. Views from the town are typical of this section of coast, 

which has an easterly aspect and is dominated by the open sea. Although there is no formal recognition 

of the views, the views of the sea from this settlement will be valued at the local level by residents as the 

backdrop that is fundamental to the seascape setting of the settlement . 

540. Susceptibility. Seascape views are limited to the coastal edge of the town by the pattern and density of 

development within it. Users of open space along the seafront, residents of properties along the shoreline, 

and streets leading down to it, may have prolonged views of the seascape. Properties along the seaward 

edge are most susceptible to changes arising from the Proposed Development. Offshore views are 

influenced by Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm, moderating susceptibility, but a general of lack visual 

detractors and a distinctive seascape setting that contributes to the visual amenity and scenic quality 

experienced. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

541. For Auchmithie the magnitude of change resulting from the operation and maintenance of the Proposed 

Development is assessed as medium-low.  

542. The village lies 41.1 km from the Proposed Development array, with high numbers of the proposed wind 

turbines potentially visible from it as it lies entirely within the ZTV (Figure 15.6).As the pattern of 

development is not closely related to the coastline, much of the town is unlikely to have more than glimpsed 

views of the Proposed Development and the surrounding seascape. Properties adjoining and overlooking 

the coast will have clear views of the Proposed Development, behind and largely encompassed by the 

wind turbines of Seagreen 1 and Neart na Gaoithe. Beyond these offshore wind farms, the Proposed 

Development will increase the presence of offshore wind farm development but not its lateral extent within 

views from the village. 

543. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the village and medium-low magnitude of 

change, the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate), direct, long-term and reversible. Moderate effects are assessed as not significant on receptors 

experiencing this view as they fall within the ‘lower’ grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid-grey in Table 

15.17) and are considered not significant primarily due to the magnitude of change factors evaluated, 

which is assessed as medium-low at worst, given the distance of the Proposed Development over 41.1 km 

from the receptor, the apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines at this distance, their 

position beyond the sea skyline and their introduction as further elements that are already characteristic 

in the baseline view, in which Seagreen 1 has a moderating influence. 
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East Haven 

Baseline and sensitivity  

544. East Haven lies 2 km east of Carnoustie and 8 km south west of Arbroath. The coastal village lies on the 

shoreline of the sandy East Haven Beach and straddles the coast hugging Edinburgh-Aberdeen rail line. 

The village, which extends along the coast, the embanked rail line and slightly inland; and the pattern of 

constituent buildings, addresses the open sea. 

545. The sensitivity of Montrose is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium value of its visual 

context and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors within the settlement. 

546. Value. The coastal village overlooks a section of the Angus coast, which is not afforded planning policy 

protection but is locally valued. Views from the town are typical of this section of coast, which has a south 

easterly aspect and is dominated by the open sea. Although there is no formal recognition of the views, 

the views of the sea from this settlement will be valued at the local level by residents as the backdrop that 

is fundamental to the seascape setting of the settlement. 

547. Susceptibility. The embanked rail line interrupts seascape views from properties inland, many of chich 

are bungalows. Users of open space along the seafront and residents of properties along the shoreline 

may have static, long-term views of the seascape from their primary place of residence. The coastline has 

a south easterly aspect and properties along the seaward edge at Craig Road are more susceptible to 

changes arising from the Proposed Development. Residents of East Haven experience a moderate level 

of visual amenity at this location, due to the influence of the Edinburgh to Aberdeen rail line, and offshore 

wind farms. These comprise Seagreen 1 and Neart na Gaoithe which are clearly visible and separate 

within the wider, open sea horizon, moderating susceptibility. The railway line also runs along the coastline, 

intervening between much of the town and the sea. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

548. The magnitude of change to East Haven resulting from the operation and maintenance of the Proposed 

Development is assessed as low.  

549. The coastal village lies 46.6 km from the Proposed Development array on the Angus coast between 

Carnoustie and Arbroath. It lies entirely within the ZTV (Figure 15.5), which indicates that moderate 

numbers of the Proposed Development WTGs may be visible from the settlement. The coastal part of East 

Haven will have clear views of the Proposed Development, beyond the wind turbines of Seagreen 1 and 

Neart na Gaoithe. The Proposed Development will increase the presence of offshore wind farm 

development and its lateral extent within views from the village. 

550. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of East Haven and low magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate/minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 

Major Settlements – East Lothian 

Dunbar 

Baseline and sensitivity  

551. Approximately 50 km east of Edinburgh and north of the border with England, the town of Dunbar 

(Viewpoint 10 Dunbar: Figure 15.30) lies on the East Lothian coastline.  Dunbar’s civil parish includes the 

villages of West Barns and Belhaven. Dunbar’s harbour dates to 1574 and Dunbar Lifeboat Station is the 

second-oldest station in Scotland. The town’s railway station links to Edinburgh and the rest of Scotland, 

London and stations along the ECML. Dunbar is the birthplace of the explorer, naturalist, and influential 

conservationist John Muir. He is commemorated by a statue beside the town clock, and John Muir Country 

Park to the town’s north-west. The eastern section of the John Muir Way coastal path starts from the 

harbour. 

552. The sensitivity of Dunbar is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium-high value of the town’s 

visual context and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors within the town, for the reasons 

below. 

553. Value. The coastline of Dunbar lies within the Belhaven Bay SLA, which affords protection in planning 

policy to ‘good long distance views’ and in particular, the ‘view from the cliff top path at Dunbar’, in Special 

Quality 13. While coastal cliffs of red stone and a ruined castle lend a particular sense of place to Dunbar, 

the expansive views to the sea horizon from the town are typical of this coastline. Although there is no 

formal recognition of the views, the views of the sea from this settlement will be valued at the local level 

by residents as the backdrop that is fundamental to the seascape setting of the settlement. Views from the 

settlement itself may be less valued than those from the rural areas and nearby beaches where higher 

scenic value is evident in adjoining sections of coast. 

554. Susceptibility. Residents of the coastal edges of the town may have static, long-term views of the 

seascape from their primary place of residence from properties that address the coast or may view the sea 

at an angle as they look along roads leading to the coast. Seascape views are likely to be a large part of 

their experience and the north easterly aspect of the coast makes them particularly liable to development 

at sea. The presence of Neart na Gaoithe on the skyline, somewhat moderates susceptibility to the 

Proposed Development. Residents of Dunbar experience varying levels of visual amenity, with views 

influenced by built development in the settlement, nearby industrial and major transport routes, and 

offshore views influenced by Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm, moderating susceptibility, but with a 

distinctive seascape setting that contributes to the visual amenity experienced from the town. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

555. The magnitude of change resulting from the operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development is 

assessed as medium-low for parts of Dunbar along the north and east defined by the coastline and the 

A1087. Remaining areas of the settlement set further back from the coastal edge are assessed as 

experiencing a negligible magnitude of change.  

556. High numbers of Proposed Development wind turbines are potentially visible from much of the north- east 

facing coastline and the town, which includes the isolated West Barns to the west, as indicated by the ZTV. 

Properties within the north and east of the town, between the ECML and the coast, tend to address the 

coastline and are the areas likely to be most affected by the Proposed Development.  The vertical 

height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be relatively small, due to their long 

distance offshore and the large scale of the seascape in the view, the relatively contained lateral spread 

of the Proposed Development, amount of open sea skyline retained with seascape separation to the coast, 

and the Proposed Development wind turbines generally being seen beyond the horizon, as a ‘horizon 

development’ beyond a large open seascape. Newer development to the south and adjoining the A1 does 

not address the coast and is likely to be less affected, in part due to the combination of urban form and 

topography. The north east around Belhaven; and north and east of Lochend Wood, have no potential 

visibility of the Proposed Development.  

557. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the town and medium-low magnitude of 

change, the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development for  north and east areas defined 

by the coastline with visibility of the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant (moderate), 

direct, long-term and reversible, with effects reducing to not significant (minor) from residential areas of 
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the town set further back from the coastal edge. Moderate effects are assessed as not significant on 

receptors experiencing views as they fall within the ‘lower’ grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid-grey 

in Table 15.17) and are considered not significant primarily due to the magnitude of change factors 

evaluated, which is assessed as medium-low at worst, given the distance of the Proposed Development 

over 45.3 km from the viewpoint, the apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines at this 

distance, their position beyond the sea skyline and their introduction as further elements that are already 

characteristic in the baseline view, in which Neart na Gaoithe has a moderating influence. 

Minor settlements - East Lothian 

Bilsdean 

Baseline and sensitivity  

558. The village lies between Thorntonloch and Cockburnspath on the East Lothian coast. It lies approximately 

400 m from the sea to the west of the A1 and the ECML. The small linear village lies along a minor road 

adjoining the A1, its houses facing the road and backing onto the ECML. Expansive seascape views are 

contained by woodland to the south and landform to the north. 

559. The sensitivity of Bilsdean is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium-high value of its visual 

context and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors within the village. 

560. Value. The coastal village overlooks the East Lothian coast and lies on the edge of the Thorntonloch to 

Dunglass Coast SLA which is afforded planning policy protection. Views from the town are typical of this 

section of coast, which has a north easterly aspect and is dominated by the open sea. Although there is 

no formal recognition of the views, the views of the sea from this settlement will be valued at the local level 

by residents as the backdrop to the settlement. 

561. Susceptibility. Residents may have static, long-term views of the seascape from their primary place of 

residence particularly from the rear of their properties. These are largely unimpeded by landform, built form 

or land cover, apart from infrastructure associated with the rail line; and intermittently interrupted by activity 

on the A1 and ECML. Torness Nuclear Power Station lies approximately 2.7 km to the north, moderating 

susceptibility. Residents experience varying levels of visual amenity, with views influenced by built 

development, including Torness Nuclear Power Station, the A1 and ECML, and offshore views influenced 

by Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm, moderating susceptibility, but with a distinct seascape backdrop that 

contributes to the visual amenity experienced. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

562. The magnitude of change to Bilsdean resulting from the operation and maintenance of the Proposed 

Development is assessed as medium-low.  

563. The coastal village lies 46.2 km from the Proposed Development array on the East Lothian coast between 

Dunbar and Cockburnspath. It lies entirely within the ZTV (Figure 15.6), which indicates that high numbers 

of the proposed wind turbines may be visible from the settlement. 

564. The Proposed Development will appear to extend the level and lateral extent of existing offshore windfarm 

development on the sea horizon. The intervening open seascape will largely remain unchanged and much 

of the wider open sea horizon will be retained. 

565. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the receptor and medium-low magnitude of 

change, the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate), direct, long-term and reversible. Moderate effects are assessed as not significant on receptors 

experiencing this view as they fall within the ‘lower’ grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid-grey in Table 

15.17) and are considered not significant primarily due to the magnitude of change factors evaluated, 

which is assessed as medium-low at worst, given the distance of the Proposed Development over 46.2 km 

from the receptor, the apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines at this distance, their 

position beyond the sea skyline and their introduction as further elements that are already characteristic 

in the baseline view, in which Neart na Gaoithe has a moderating influence. 

Innerwick 

Baseline and sensitivity  

566. The village lies approximately 2.6 km from the sea, between Dunbar and Cockburnspath, within open 

farmland that slopes down gently to the coast. Wide, open views to the sea from the village encompass 

the A1, ECML, the Torness Nuclear Power Station and the cement works at Oxwell Mains. Beyond the 

farmland the coastline has a north easterly aspect and is designated as the Dunbar to Barns Ness Coast 

SLA. Many properties on the settlement edge face north, overlooking the mouth of the Firth of Forth 

towards the Angus and Aberdeenshire coast. The main axis of the village is north to south, focussing 

attention between the cement works and power station which frame Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 

beyond. Seascape views are available from the northern edge of the town, while views from remaining 

parts are partially obstructed by built form due to the pattern and density of development behind.  

567. The sensitivity of Innerwick is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium value of its visual 

context and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors within the village. 

568. Value. The coastal village overlooks the East Lothian coast, part of which lies within the Dunbar to Barns 

Ness Coast SLA, which is afforded planning policy protection. Views from the village are typical of this 

section of coast, which has a north easterly aspect over the coastal hinterland to the sea beyond. Although 

there is no formal recognition of the views, the views to the sea from this village will be valued at the local 

level by residents as the backdrop to the settlement.   

569. Susceptibility. Residents may have static, long-term views of the seascape from their primary place of 

residence, however seascape views are limited by the village’s inland location and surrounding landform. 

Residents of Innerwick experience varying levels of visual amenity, with views towards the sea influenced 

by built development including Torness Nuclear Power Station, cement works at Oxwell Mains, and major 

transport routes and offshore views influenced by Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm, moderating 

susceptibility, but with the distant seascape setting contributes to the visual amenity experienced. Offshore 

wind farm development lies at Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1, on the horizon.  

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

570. The magnitude of change to Innerwick resulting from the operation and maintenance of the Proposed 

Development is assessed as medium-low. 

571. The village lies 48.1 km from the Proposed Development array and entirely within the ZTV (Figure 15.6), 

which indicates that high numbers of the proposed wind turbines may be visible from the settlement. The 

Proposed Development will be seen on the distant sea horizon beyond Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind 

farm, extending the level and lateral extent of offshore wind farm development in the village’s wider context. 

This will largely remain unchanged with the wide seascape retaining much of the existing open sea horizon.  

572. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the receptor and medium-low magnitude of 

change, the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate), direct, long-term and reversible. Moderate effects are assessed as not significant on receptors 

experiencing this view as they fall within the ‘lower’ grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid-grey in Table 



                                    

 

 

Berwick Bank Wind Farm 63 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

15.17) and are considered not significant primarily due to the magnitude of change factors evaluated, 

which is assessed as medium-low at worst, given the distance of the Proposed Development over 48.1 km 

from the receptor, the apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines at this distance, their 

position beyond the sea skyline and their introduction as further elements that are already characteristic 

in the baseline view, in which Neart na Gaoithe and onshore energy generation infrastructure has a 

moderating influence. 

Major Settlements - Fife 

Anstruther 

Baseline and sensitivity  

573. Anstruther is a small coastal town comprising two settlements, Anstruther Easter and Anstruther Wester, 

which are divided by a stream, the Dreel Burn. The largest community on the East Neuk, it merges with 

the village of Cellardyke, to the east. Founded as a fishing village, tourism is now Anstruther’s main 

industry, and recreational vessels now moor in the harbour, with sightseeing/wildlife cruises from the 

harbour to the Isle of May, operate from April to October and it is home to the Scottish Fisheries Museum. 

574. The sensitivity of Anstruther is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium-high value of the 

town’s visual context and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors within the town. 

575. Value. The village overlooks coastline within the East Fife Coast and the East Neuk LLAs, which are 

afforded local planning policy protection and locally valued. Views from the town are typical of this section 

of coast, which has a south easterly aspect across the outer Firth of Forth, to the Isle of May, the open sea 

to the east and landform backdrop of East Lothian to the south. Although there is no formal recognition of 

the views, the views of the sea from this village will be valued at the local level by residents as the backdrop 

that is fundamental to the seascape setting of the settlement. 

576. Susceptibility. Seascape views are limited to the coastal edge of the town by the pattern and density of 

development within it. Users of open space along the seafront, residents of properties along the shoreline, 

and streets leading down to it, may have static, long-term views of the seascape from their primary place 

of residence. The coastline has a south easterly aspect which is oblique to the Proposed Development. 

Properties along the seaward edge are most susceptible to changes arising from the Proposed 

Development. Residents of Anstruther experience varying levels of visual amenity, with views influenced 

by built development in the settlement and offshore views influenced by Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind 

farm, moderating susceptibility, but a general of lack visual detractors and a distinctive seascape setting 

that contributes to the visual amenity and scenic quality experienced. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

577. The magnitude of change to the view resulting from the operation and maintenance of the Proposed 

Development is assessed as low. 

578. 49.4 km from the Proposed Development array and centred on the harbour, the town rises to west and 

east where the ZTV indicates higher numbers of Proposed Development wind turbines are potentially 

visible. The harbour itself and the surrounding area, including Shore Street, as far as Bankie park has no 

potential visibility.  

579. High numbers of Proposed Development wind turbines are potentially visible from much of the south east 

facing coastline and the town, as indicated by the ZTV. Properties along the coast, tend to address or back 

onto the coastline and are the areas likely to be most affected by the Proposed Development.  Views of its 

offshore elements from the town will be open, direct and long range. The Proposed Development will 

appear almost entirely behind Neart na Gaoithe. The increase in the number and lateral extent of offshore 

wind turbines, will be barely noticeable.  

580. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint and low magnitude of change, 

the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate/minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 

Crail  

Baseline and sensitivity  

581. Crail (Viewpoint 6 Crail: Figure 15.26) is a historic fishing village in the East Neuk of Fife with cobbled 

streets and a miniature harbour, is sheltered by cliffs.  The village lies on the picturesque Fife Coastal 

Route, a 136.7 km drive around the northeast coast of the Kingdom of Fife. The Fife Coastal Path passes 

by Crail and other fishing villages including Elie and St Monans. 

582. The sensitivity of Crail is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium-high value of the town’s 

visual context view and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors within the town. 

583. Value. The Fife visible coastline to the east and to the west of Anstruther are covered by the East (Fife) 

Coast LLA and East Neuk LLA. While sea views from the town are expansive and long ranging, the pattern 

and density of its urban form contrast with the adjoining rural areas of coastline. Although there is no formal 

recognition of the views, the views of the sea from this village will be valued at the local level by residents 

as the backdrop that is fundamental to the seascape setting of the settlement . 

584. Susceptibility. Residents of the town may have static, long-term views of the seascape from their primary 

place of residence that address the coast. Seascape views are likely to be a large part of their experience, 

as the coastal village and its residential properties overlook and tend to address the sea, along the 

coastline. Residents of Inverbervie experience varying levels of visual amenity, with views influenced by 

built development in the settlement and offshore views influenced by Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm, 

moderating susceptibility, but a general of lack visual detractors and a distinctive seascape setting that 

contributes to the visual amenity and scenic quality experienced. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

585. At Crail, operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development will result in a low magnitude of change 

for receptors at the seafront south of Crail Harbour, with remaining areas observing a negligible magnitude 

of change. 

586. The Blade Tip ZTV (Figure 15.6) indicates that high numbers of Proposed Development wind turbines are 

potentially visible from the northern and southern ends of the village. However, the combination of the 

coastal aspect, local topography and the density and pattern of built development will restrict views to 

those from its coastal edge, south of the harbour where the coastal aspect is more easterly. Views of the 

offshore elements of the Proposed Development from this area will be open and direct views, at a range 

of approximately 44.7 km. While there will be an observable increase in the number and lateral extent of 

offshore wind turbines, these will occupy a relatively small proportion of the open sea horizon and will 

represent a smaller element of the view in good visibility.  

587. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the receptors and low magnitude of change to 

the limited area of the town’s seafront south of the harbour, the significance of effect arising from the 

Proposed Development is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor), direct, long-term and 

reversible, dropping to not significant (minor) in areas with restricted visibility. 
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Pittenweem 

Baseline and sensitivity  

588. Pittenweem has existed as a fishing village since early medieval times. It sits astride a raised beach with 

the lower part of the village containing the harbour and the older houses. The upper part has the main 

shopping area, churches, school, and the more recent houses. The town is well preserved and attractive, 

with many historic buildings and white houses with red roofs that illustrate the classic East Neuk building 

style, influenced by trade with the Low Countries. 

589. The sensitivity of Pittenweem is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium-high value of the 

town’s visual context view and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors within the town. 

590. Value. The Fife visible coastline to the east and to the west of Anstruther are covered by the East (Fife) 

Coast LLA and East Neuk LLA. While sea views from the town are expansive and long ranging, the pattern 

and density of its urban form contrast with the adjoining rural areas of coastline. Although there is no formal 

recognition of the views, the views of the sea from this village will be valued at the local level by residents 

as the backdrop that is fundamental to the seascape setting of the settlement . 

591. Susceptibility. Residents of the town may have static, long-term views of the seascape from their primary 

place of residence from properties that address the coast. Seascape views are likely to be a large part of 

their experience, as the coastal village and its residential properties overlook the harbour to face the sea. 

Residents of Pittenweem experience varying levels of visual amenity, with views influenced by built 

development in the settlement and harbour, and offshore views influenced by Neart na Gaoithe offshore 

wind farm, moderating susceptibility, but a general of lack visual detractors and a distinctive seascape 

setting that contributes to the visual amenity and scenic quality experience. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

592. 51.6 km from the Proposed Development array, the entire coastal town lies within the ZTV with higher 

numbers of Proposed Development wind turbines potentially visible from much of the town. Topography 

and the pattern of development is likely to limit visibil ity of the Proposed Development in combination with 

the aspect of the coastline which is more southerly than Anstruther to the east.  

593. At Pittenweem, operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development will result in a low magnitude of 

change for receptors on the coastal edge, with remaining areas observing a negligible magnitude of 

change. 

594. The Blade Tip ZTV (Figure 15.6) indicates that high numbers of Proposed Development wind turbines are 

potentially visible from the entire coastal town. However, the combination of the coastal aspect, local 

topography and the density and pattern of built development will restrict views to those from the town ’s 

coastal edge. Views of the offshore elements of the Proposed Development from this area will be open, 

direct views, and at a range of approximately 51.6 km. While there will be an observable increase in the 

number and lateral extent of offshore wind turbines, these will occupy a relatively small proportion of the 

open sea horizon and will represent a smaller element of the view in good visibility. 

595. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of receptors within Pittenweem and low 

magnitude of change to the limited area of the town’s coastal edge, the significance of effect arising from 

the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor), direct, long-term and 

reversible, dropping to not significant (negligible) in areas with restricted visibility. 

St Andrews 

Baseline and sensitivity  

596. 16 km southeast of Dundee and 50 km northeast of Edinburgh, the town of St Andrews (Viewpoint 3 St 

Andrews Cathedral: Volume 3, Figure 15.23) is Fife's fourth-largest settlement. The town grew around St 

Andrews Cathedral to become the ecclesiastical capital of Scotland, until the Scottish Reformation. Once 

one of the largest buildings in Europe, the famous cathedral, the largest in Scotland, now lies in ruins.  The 

town is home to the University of St Andrews, the third oldest university in the English -speaking world and 

the oldest in Scotland. St Andrews is also known as the "home of golf", because The Royal and Ancient 

Golf Club of St Andrews exercised legislative authority over the game; and the famous Old Course of St 

Andrews Links is the most frequent venue for The Open Championship, the oldest of golf's four major 

championships. Several of St Andrews ’ golf courses are ranked amongst the finest in the world, and draw 

many visitors as do its sandy beaches. 

597. The sensitivity of St Andrews is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium-high value of the 

town’s visual context and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors within the town. 

598. Value. The coastline within St Andrews itself is not covered by a designation that recognises its scenic 

value, or that affords it protection in planning policy, however the visible landscape to the east falls within 

the St Andrews to Fife Ness LLA and the Links LLA to the north. Sea views from the town are expansive 

and long ranging. Although there is no formal recognition of the views from the town itself, the views of the 

sea from this settlement will be valued at the local level by residents as the backdrop that is fundamental 

to the seascape setting of the town.  

599. Susceptibility. Residents of the town may have static, long-term views of the seascape from their primary 

place of residence from properties that address the coast. Seascape views are likely to be a large part of 

their experience. The coastline has a largely north easterly aspect that makes them slightly less liable to 

development at sea, and the coastal village and its residential properties overlook and gently slope down 

to the harbour to face the sea. Residents of St Andrews experience varying levels of visual amenity, with 

views influenced by built development in the settlement and offshore views influenced by Neart na Gaoithe 

offshore wind farm, moderating susceptibility, but a general of lack visual detractors and a distinctive 

seascape setting that contributes to the visual amenity and scenic quality experienced . 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

600. At St Andrews operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development will result in a low magnitude of 

change for receptors between St Andrews Aquarium and East Sands, with remaining areas observing a 

negligible magnitude of change. 

601. The Blade Tip ZTV (Figure 15.6) indicates that high numbers of Proposed Development wind turbines are 

potentially visible from the northern part of St Andrews bounded by the shoreline, Bell St to the west, and 

the A918 to the south; gradually lowering to lower numbers inland. Properties along the towns northern 

edge, between St Andrews Aquarium and East Sands may have largely unobstructed views of the 

Proposed Development. The density and pattern of built development will limit  views to those from the 

towns northern edge, between St Andrews Aquarium and East Sands, and along roads leading to the 

seafront. Seafront views will be defined by open, direct views of the offshore elements of the Proposed 

Development, at a range of approximately 53.5 km. While there will be an observable increase in the 

number and lateral extent of offshore wind turbines, these will largely appear behind Neart na Gaoithe and 

will extend further offshore, into the distance. The Proposed Development will occupy a relatively small 

proportion of the open sea horizon and will represent a smaller element of the view in good visibility. 

602. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of receptors within St Andrews and low magnitude 

of change to the limited area of the town along the northern edge, the significance of effect arising from 
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the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor), direct, long-term and 

reversible, dropping to not significant (negligible) in areas with restricted visibility. 

Major Settlements - Scottish Borders 

Eyemouth 

Baseline and sensitivity  

603. Eyemouth is a small town in Berwickshire, 13 km north of Berwick-upon-Tweed. Named for its location at 

the mouth of the Eye Water, the town is a fishing port that holds a yearly Herring Queen Festival. Its narrow 

streets and 'vennels’ are preserved features of a traditional fishing v illage that gave shelter from the sea. 

The main road north–south, the A1, lies 3 km away. The town is centred around a deep bay between Hairy 

Ness and Nestends. 

604. Eyemouth’s sensitivity is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium-high value of the town’s 

visual context view and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors within the town. 

605. Value. The coastline of Eyemouth lies within the Berwickshire Coast SLA, whose ‘dramatic and wild, 

expansive and exciting’ special quality is afforded protection in local planning policy. This stretch of 

coastline is untypical of the wider Borders landscape and represents ‘one of the most dramatic sections of 

Scotland’s east coast’. Although there is no formal recognition of the views, the views of the sea from this 

settlement will be valued at the local level by residents as the backdrop that is fundamental to the seascape 

setting of the town. 

606. Susceptibility. Residents of the town may have static, long-term views of the seascape from their primary 

place of residence from properties that address the coast. Seascape views are likely to be a large part of 

their experience. The coastline has a largely north easterly aspect that makes them liable to development 

at sea, and the coastal village and its residential properties overlook and gently slope down to the harbour 

to face the sea. Residents of Eyemouth experience varying levels of visual amenity, with views influenced 

by built development in the settlement and harbour, and offshore views influenced by Neart na Gaoithe 

offshore wind farm, moderating susceptibility, but a general of lack visual detractors and a distinctive 

seascape setting that contributes to the visual amenity and scenic quality experienced.  

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

607. At Eyemouth, the magnitude of change resulting from the operation and maintenance of the Proposed 

Development is assessed as medium, for properties along the town ’s northern edge and the seafront; and 

low for remaining parts of the village. 

608. High numbers of Proposed Development wind turbines are potentially visible from this section of coastline 

and almost the entire coastal town, excluding the narrow harbour, the area to its east, and the area towards 

Eyemouth High School in the south, as indicated by the ZTV. A large caravan park lies to the northwest, 

inland of the ruined Fort Point, whose earthworks screen the sea from view. Properties along the town ’s 

northern edge may have largely unobstructed views of the Proposed Development. Seafront properties 

may have a partial view of it, channelled by the bays enclosing headlands. The pattern of development 

largely ignores the coast and in combination with the density of development, receptors within much of the 

town are unlikely to have more than glimpsed views of it and the surrounding seascape. 

609. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of residents of Eyemouth and medium magnitude 

of change to the limited area of the town along the northern edge and the seafront, the significance of 

effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as significant (moderate), direct, long-term 

and reversible. Moderate effects are assessed as significant on receptors experiencing these views as 

they fall within the ‘upper’ grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid-grey in Table 15.17) and are considered 

significant primarily due the combination of the medium magnitude of change assessed (in comparison to 

the medium-low magnitude at other viewpoints with not significant (moderate) effects and the sensitivity 

of this elevated section of coastline, affording longer range views down over the Proposed Development, 

together with its closer proximity and wider HFoV without a strong influence of Neart na Gaoithe in the 

baseline. For remaining areas of the town set-back further inland, which experience a low magnitude of 

change, the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate/minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 

Minor Settlements - Scottish Borders 

Cove 

Baseline and sensitivity  

610. The village of Cove (Viewpoint 12 Cove (SUW), Figure 15.32) lies on the Scottish Borders coast between 

Berwick-upon-Tweed and Edinburgh. The village lies on the Berwickshire Coast, on the dramatic clifftops 

overlooking Cove Beach. The small linear village aligns a road to the coast. Its buildings lie in varying 

orientations. The elevated location allows panoramic views to the sea from the village, limited by the 

coastline, with Torness Nuclear Power Station and shipping in the Forth detracting from a largely natural 

seascape.  

611. The sensitivity of Cove is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium value of the visual context 

and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors within the village. 

612. Value. The coastal village overlooks the Scottish Borders coastline within the locally designated 

Berwickshire Coast SLA, whose special qualities are protected in local planning policy. Views from the 

village are typical of the ‘dramatic and wild, expansive and exciting’ qualities of this section of coast, which 

has a north easterly aspect and is dominated by the open sea. Although there is no formal recognition of 

the views, the views of the sea from this settlement will be valued at the local level by residents as the 

backdrop that is fundamental to the seascape setting of this elevated coastal settlement. 

613. Susceptibility. Residents have prolonged views of the expansive seascape and the coastal aspect and 

the village’s elevation means there are direct views out to sea from the coastal edge. Cove’s residents are 

more liable to be influenced by development in the sea. Residents of Cover experience varying levels of 

visual amenity, with views influenced by built development in the settlement , Torness Nuclear Power 

Station to the north and offshore views are influenced by Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm, moderating 

susceptibility, but a general of lack visual detractors and a distinctive seascape setting that contributes to 

the visual amenity and scenic quality experienced. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

614. For Cove the magnitude of change resulting from the operation and maintenance of the Proposed 

Development is assessed as medium-low. 

615. Cove lies 45.7 km from the Proposed Development array, entirely within the ZTV (Figure 15.6) with 

potential visibility of a high number of proposed wind turbines. The Proposed Development will be seen on 

the distant sea horizon beyond Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm, extending the level and lateral extent 

of offshore wind farm development in the village’s wider context. The seascape and coastline will largely 

remain unchanged apart from the greater enclosure of the seascape by offshore windfarm development 

on the horizon. 
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616. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the village and medium-low magnitude of 

change, the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate), direct, long-term and reversible. Moderate effects are assessed as not significant on receptors 

experiencing this view as they fall within the ‘lower’ grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid-grey in Table 

15.17) and are considered not significant primarily due to the magnitude of change factors evaluated, 

which is assessed as medium-low at worst, given the distance of the Proposed Development over 45.7 km 

from the receptor, the apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines at this distance, their 

position beyond the sea skyline and their introduction as further elements that are already characteristic 

in the baseline view, in which Neart na Gaoithe has a moderating influence. 

St. Abb’s 

Baseline and sensitivity  

617. St Abb’s is a small fishing village Berwickshire. Originally known as Coldingham Shore, the village adopted 

its name in the 1890s, deriving it from the rocky promontory located to the north of the village, itself named 

after the 7th century saint Æbbe of Coldingham. The coastline has a near easterly aspect, and the coastal 

village and its residential properties overlook and slope down to the harbour. The village and its buildings 

tend to face the open sea, particularly in areas adjoining the harbour. Offshore windfarm development at 

Neart na Gaoithe lie on the open sea horizon, beyond and partially screened by St Abb’s Head.  

618. The sensitivity of St Abb’s is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium-high value of the town’s 

visual context and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors within the town. 

619. Value. The coastal village overlooks the Scottish Borders coastline within the locally designated 

Berwickshire Coast SLA, whose special qualities are protected in local planning policy. Views from the 

village are more enclosed and less typical of the ‘dramatic and wild, expansive and exciting’ qualities of 

this section of coast and less dominated by the open sea than the coastline further north. Although there 

is no formal recognition of the views, the views of the sea from this settlement will be valued at the local 

level by residents as the backdrop that is fundamental to the seascape setting of the settlement.  

620. Susceptibility. Residents have static, long-term views of the seascape from their primary place of 

residence of the expansive seascape framed by St Abb’s Head to the north. The village is slightly elevated 

with direct views out to sea and its residents are more liable to be influenced by development in the sea.  

Residents of St Abb’s experience varying levels of visual amenity, with views influenced by built 

development in the settlement and the harbour, and offshore views influenced by Neart na Gaoithe offshore 

wind farm, moderating susceptibility, but a general of lack visual detractors and a distinctive seascape 

setting that contributes to the visual amenity and scenic quality experienced.   

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

621. The magnitude of change to St Abb’s from the operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development 

is assessed as medium. 

622. The ZTV (Figure 15.6) encompasses the entire village with potential visibility of a high number of proposed 

wind turbines which drops of sharply beyond the village’s limits. The Proposed Development will be seen 

on the distant sea horizon beyond Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm, considerably extending the level 

and lateral extent of offshore wind farm development in the village’s wider context. Offshore wind farm 

development will enclose much of the seascape framed by the Scottish Borders coastline. 

623. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint and medium magnitude of 

change, the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as significant 

(moderate), direct, long-term and reversible. 

Major Settlements - Northumberland 

Berwick-Upon-Tweed 

Baseline and sensitivity  

624. The town of Berwick-upon-Tweed (Viewpoint 17 Berwick-upon-Tweed: Figure 15.37) lies 4 km south of 

the Anglo-Scottish border, in the English county of Northumberland. 90 km north-west lies Edinburgh, 105 

km south is Newcastle upon Tyne. The traditional market town has some notable architectural features, 

including its medieval town walls, Georgian Town Hall, Elizabethan ramparts, and Britain's earliest 

barracks buildings, built by Nicholas Hawksmoor for the Board of Ordnance. Engl ish since 1482, the town 

was central to the historic border wars between the Kingdoms of England and Scotland for more than 400 

years. 

625. The sensitivity of Berwick-upon-Tweed is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the high value of the 

town’s visual context and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors within the town. 

626. Value. The Berwick-upon-Tweed coastline lies within the North Northumberland Heritage Coast, but is 

outside the Northumberland Coast AONB. This stretch of coastline is not typical of the ‘Dramatic natural 

coastline of rocky headlands and cliffs’ or the ‘extensive sweeping sandy beaches and dynamic sand dune 

systems’ within AONB and is instead defined by the heavily settled townscape of Berwick-upon-Tweed. 

The visible seascape is valued as part of the Heritage Coast and views of the sea from this settlement will 

be valued at the local level by residents as the backdrop that is fundamental to the seascape setting.   

627. Susceptibility. Residents of the town may have static, long-term views of the seascape from their primary 

place of residence from properties that address the coast. Seascape views are likely to be a large part of 

their experience. The coastline has a largely easterly aspect that makes them liable to development at 

sea, while the coastal town and its residential properties equally addresses and overlooks the sea and the 

River Tweed. Residents of Berwick-upon-Tweed experience varying levels of visual amenity, with views 

influenced by built development in the settlement, golf courses and holiday parks at the coast, however 

offshore views are not currently influenced by offshore wind farm development, and there is a distinctive 

seascape setting that contributes to the visual amenity experienced. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

628. For receptors within the north-east of Berwick-upon-Tweed’s old town and the newer area of Highfields, 

the magnitude of change resulting from the operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development is 

assessed as medium-low, with remaining areas observing a negligible magnitude of change. 

629. Due to the topography around the sweeping River Tweed, high numbers of Proposed Development wind 

turbines are only potentially visible from the north and north-east of the town, as indicated by the ZTV. 

This includes the newer area of Highfields and the old town north of the Castle Gate Car Park. Properties 

on the A6105 and south of the Castle Gate Car Park have little to no potential visibility of the Proposed 

Development, further reduced in the old town by the pattern and density of development. Areas likely to 

be most affected by the Proposed Development lie on the seaward edge of the town where properties tend 

to address the coast, including, Newfields and Sea View in Highfields and Lord’s Mount in the old town. 

Receptors on the eastern boundary of Haven Berwick Holiday Park will observe a similar magnitude of 

change to these areas. 

630. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the receptor and medium-low magnitude of 

change to the seaward edge of Berwick-upon-Tweed, the significance of effect arising from the Proposed 

Development is assessed as not significant (moderate), direct, long-term and reversible. Remaining 

areas of Berwick-upon-Tweed set-back from the coast with little to no visibility of the Proposed 
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Development will observe a negligible magnitude of change that is assessed as not significant (minor), 

direct, long-term and reversible. 

Minor Settlement – Northumberland 

Spittal 

Baseline and sensitivity  

631. The village lies on the south bank of the River Tweed. Its sandy beach led to the village’s development as 

a seaside resort and a Victorian promenade and a 'Venetian' pavilion, built in 1928, lends a traditional feel 

to the popular beach. The village lies between the shoreline and Sunnyside Cut/A1167 with the ECML 

dividing the lower part of the town, abutting the shoreline, from the upper part, on the elevated hinterland.  

Main Street, which echoes the coastline, defines the pattern of the lower village and much of its housing 

faces or backs on to the sea, particularly at the Promenade. Apart from its seaward edge, the upper 

village’s housing has a more complex pattern that relates less well to the coastline. 

632. The sensitivity of Spittal is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium-high value of the town’s 

visual context view and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors within the town. 

633. Value. The Spittal coastline does not lie within the North Northumberland Heritage Coast or the 

Northumberland Coast AONB, falling within the undesignated break in the Heritage Coast to the south of 

Berwick-upon-Tweed. The visible seascape to the north and south does however fall within the North 

Northumberland Heritage Coast and the coast to the south marks the north edge of the AONB. While 

untypical of the ‘Dramatic natural coastline of rocky headlands and cliffs’ ; Spittal Beach is sandy with some 

dunes at the mouth to the River Tweed and similar to the ‘extensive sweeping sandy beaches and dynamic 

sand dune systems’ that are characteristic of the AONB. Although there is no formal recognition of the 

views, the views of the sea from this settlement will be valued at the local level by residents as the backdrop 

that is fundamental to the seascape setting of the settlement. 

634. Susceptibility. Residents of the town may have static, long-term views of the seascape from their primary 

place of residence from properties that address the coast. Seascape views are likely to be a large part of 

their experience. The coastline has a largely easterly aspect that makes them liable to development at 

sea, while the coastal town and its residential properties equally predominantly addresses and overlooks 

the sea. Residents of Spittal experience varying levels of visual amenity, with views influenced by built 

development in the settlement, the ECML and holiday parks however offshore views are not influenced by 

wind farm development, and the seascape setting contributes to the visual amenity experienced.  

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

635. For receptors within Spittal that have clear sea views, the magnitude of change resulting from the operation 

and maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as medium-low, with those in remaining areas 

observing a negligible magnitude of change. 

636. Due to the topography inland, high numbers of the proposed wind turbines are potentially visible from the 

seaward edge of the upper town, between the ECML and A1167; and lower numbers are potentially visible 

from the lower town, backing the beach, as indicated by the ZTV (Figure 15.6). Properties on the 

 

 

4 https://www.scotborders.gov.uk/downloads/download/354/coastal_paths . Accessed 11 February 2022 

Promenade, Albert Road, Spittal Hall Road and Eastcliffe will be most affected. Beyond these parts of the 

town the pattern and density of development will limit visibility of the Proposed Development. 

637. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the receptor and medium-low magnitude of 

change to the seaward edges of the upper and lower town of Spittal, the significance of effect arising from 

the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant (moderate), direct, long-term and reversible. 

Remaining areas of the settlement set-back from the coast with little to no visibility of the Proposed 

Development will observe a negligible magnitude of change that is assessed as not significant (minor), 

direct, long-term and reversible. Moderate effects are assessed as not significant on receptors 

experiencing this view as they fall within the ‘lower’ grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid-grey in Table 

15.17) and are considered not significant primarily due to the magnitude of change factors evaluated, 

which is assessed as medium-low at worst, given the distance of the Proposed Development from the 

receptor, the apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines at this distance and their position 

beyond the sea skyline. 

Recreational Routes 

Berwickshire Coastal Path 

638. A preliminary assessment of the visual effects arising from the operation and maintenance of the Proposed 

Development on the Berwickshire Coastal Path is set out in Table 15.22, which is informed by the ZTV 

analysis of the Berwickshire Coastal Path presented in Figure 15.12. 

Table 15.22: Preliminary Assessment Berwickshire Coastal Path 

Section Length (km) 
within Study 
Area 

Minimum 
Distance to 
Proposed 
Development 
Array Area 
(km) 

Visibility of 
Wind 
Turbines 

Length of 
Path 
within 
ZTV (km) 

Preliminary Assessment 

Potential for significant effects that require detailed assessment: 

Cockburnspath 
to Dowlaw  

12 41.3 Yes 10.6 There is potential for visibility across much of this 
section of the Berwickshire Coastal Path.  

Dowlaw to St 
Abbs  

10 38 Yes 9.1 There is potential for visibility across much of this 
section of the Berwickshire Coastal Path. 

St Abbs to 
Eyemouth  

6 38.9 Yes 6 There is potential for visibility across this section 
of the Berwickshire Coastal Path. 

Eyemouth to 
Berwick upon 
Tweed  

20 39 Yes 16 There is potential for visibility across much of this 
section of the Berwickshire Coastal Path. 

 

639. The Berwickshire Coastal Path covers 48 km from Cockburnspath south, crossing the border between 

Scotland and England, to Berwick-upon-Tweed. Much of the route is well waymarked and reasonably 

straightforward with some steep ascents and descents. The northern end of the route links up with the 

Southern Upland Way, and the John Muir Way, via the John Muir link, to continue around the coastline of 

East Lothian. The route map and description of sections is available online4. This route is identified by 

https://www.scotborders.gov.uk/downloads/download/354/coastal_paths
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NatureScot as one of Scotland’s ‘Great Trails’5, and accordingly is considered to have national value as a 

recreational asset. 

Cockburnspath to Dowlaw (12 km) 

640. Cockburnspath is the terminus of the Southern Upland Way which links with Portpatrick, 340 km away in 

Dumfries and Galloway. A linking path connects to the John Muir Way at Dunbar, 17 km away, via 

Dunglass. 

641. The 12 km section heads east and under the A1 and ECML to join the coast at Cove (Viewpoint 12 Cove 

(SUW): Figure 15.32). It follows the clifftop before descending to Pease Bay SSSI where it passes behind 

a caravan park before climbing to the higher ground behind the cliff edge. The route passes St Helen’s 

Church, dedicated to the mother of Emperor Constantine, and Siccar Point (Hutton’s Unconformity) where 

James Hutton, James Hall and John Playfair found horizontal layers of red sandstone overlying older, 

steeply pitched sedimentary rocks known as greywacke. Passing through farmland the route eventually 

joins Dowlaw Road, to Dowlaw.  

642. The sensitivity of receptors using the Cockburnspath to Dowlaw section is considered to be medium-high, 

reflecting the medium-high value of its visual context and the medium-high susceptibility to change of 

receptors. The whole of this route section passes through the Berwickshire Coast SLA (see  Figure 15.4) 

which recognises the value of this coastal landscape at a local level. The relevant qualifying interest 

features of the SLA are summarised in Table 15.11. The (2012) SLA Designation Statement notes that this 

is a particularly dramatic, and unique section of Scotland’s east coast. The qualities of this coastal 

landscape are referred to as wild and rugged, particularly around Cockburnspath and Coldingham Moor; 

the latter is also noted for its very high scenic quality. Users of this route would correspondingly be 

susceptible to changes to their views that might affect an appreciation of these qualities; however, a 

moderating factor is the presence of Torness Nuclear Power Station in views along the coast and Neart 

na Gaoithe offshore wind farm which is visible from this section of the route in views out to sea (Figure 

15.18).  

643. The magnitude of change to the Cockburnspath to Dowlaw section resulting from the operation and 

maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as medium-low from the most distant part of the 

path to the closest areas near Dowlaw. Even at its closest point, the Proposed Development will be located 

a long distance, approximately 41.3 km, from this section of the Berwickshire Coastal Path. The ZTV 

(Figure 5.12d) and Table 15.22 show that walkers on this section of the route would experience long-

duration theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development. The route follows the broadly north-west to 

south-east alignment of this section of the coast and typically the Proposed Development would appear 

oblique to the direction of travel, although there will be intermittent sections that align more directly,  for 

example heading eastwards from Harly Darlies to Dowlaw. The uniformity of the high rugged cliff landform, 

punctuated by occasional rocky inlets, offers long stretches of coastline with elevated views out to sea; as 

the landform continues to rise inland, albeit more gently, there is a greater emphasis on the seaward nature 

of views along this section of the route.  

644. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the Cockburnspath to Dowlaw section and 

medium-low magnitude of change, the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is 

assessed as significant (moderate), direct, long-term and reversible. Moderate effects are assessed as 

not significant on receptors experiencing views from this section of the route as they  fall within the ‘lower’ 

grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid-grey in Table 15.17) and are considered not significant primarily 

due to the magnitude of change factors evaluated, which is assessed as medium-low at worst, given the 

 

 

5 https://www.nature.scot/enjoying-outdoors/routes-explore/scotlands-great-trails  . Accessed 10 February 2022. 

distance of the Proposed Development over 41.3 km from the receptor, the apparent scale of the Proposed 

Development wind turbines at this distance, their position beyond the sea skyline and their introduction as 

further elements that are already characteristic in the baseline view, in which Neart na Gaoithe has a 

moderating influence. 

Dowlaw to St Abbs (10km) 

645. An optional diversion to Fast Castle (Viewpoint 13 Fast Castle: Figure 15.33) heads north from Dowlaw 

down the steep slopes to the coastline. The ruined castle occupies a dramatic, sheer-sided rock jutting out 

into the sea best viewed from the higher ground on the landward side. Sir Walter Scott set part of his novel, 

Bride of Lammermuir here, calling it ‘Wolf’s Crag’. 

646. From Dowlaw the route continues away from the clifftops, re-joining them near Oatlee Hill, before passing 

two Admiralty Distance Poles. These poles over a measured mile enabled shipping companies to test the 

speed of ocean-going vessels. The route follows the clifftops to Tun Law (Viewpoint 14 Tun Law: Figure 

15.34), the highest cliff on the Berwickshire coast at 150 m. Tun Law is also the site of two Iron Age forts, 

represented by defensive banks and ditches on the landward side. From Tun Law the route descends to 

Pettico Wick which has magnificent views of the coastline of cliffs. The jetty was built to land supplies for 

the lighthouse prior to the road and this was also the location of an early salmon fishing station. The route 

then ascends to St Abbs Lighthouse (Viewpoint 15 St Abb’s Head: Figure 15.35) and Kirk Hill, the site of 

a 7th century monastery of St Æbba and a later chapel. It passes through St Abbs Head NNR, famous for 

its many thousands of seabirds and wild coastal plants, to the coastal village of St Abbs. 

647. The sensitivity of the Dowlaw to St Abbs section is considered to be high, reflecting the medium-high value 

of its visual context, and the high susceptibility to change of receptors across much of the route.  

648. The whole of this route section passes through the Berwickshire Coast SLA (Figure 15.4) which recognises 

the value of this coastal landscape at a local level. The relevant qualifying interest features of the SLA are 

summarised in Table 15.11. The (2012) SLA Designation Statement notes that this is a particularly 

dramatic, and unique section of Scotland’s east coast. The qualities o f this coastal landscape are referred 

to as wild and rugged, particularly the seas around St. Abbs. St. Abbs Head is also noted as an important 

coastal landmark.  

649. The susceptibility of receptors is considered to be high on the short detour to Fast Castle. The attention 

and interest of people would tend to be focused on the steeply sloping coastal edge and coastal headland 

site of the historic castle ruins. The publicised Berwickshire Coastal Path description recommends that the 

castle is best viewed from higher ground on the landwards side, from where it is appreciated against the 

vast expanse of the seascape to the east. The susceptibility of travellers on the route around St. Abbs 

headland is also considered to be high on account of its popularity as a destination for tourist visitors, 

scenic quality of views along the coastline, and as a panoramic viewpoint identified on OS mapping. Users 

of this route would correspondingly be susceptible to changes to their views that might affect an 

appreciation of these qualities; however, a moderating factor is the presence of Neart na Gaoithe offshore 

wind farm which is visible from this section of the route in views along the coastline and out to sea (Figure 

15.18 and Viewpoints 13, 14 and 15). 

650. The magnitude of change to the Dowlaw to St Abbs section resulting from the operation and maintenance 

of the Proposed Development is assessed as medium. At its closest point, the Proposed Development 

array area would be located some 37.9 km from this section of the route. The ZTV (Figure 15.12) and 

Table 15.22 show that walkers on this section would experience long-duration theoretical visibility of the 

Proposed Development. The route follows the broadly north-west to south-east alignment of this section 

https://www.nature.scot/enjoying-outdoors/routes-explore/scotlands-great-trails


                                    

 

 

Berwick Bank Wind Farm 69 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

of the coast and typically the Proposed Development array would typically appear oblique to the direction 

of travel, although short sections may align more directly. The uniformity of the high rugged cliff landform, 

punctuated by occasional rocky inlets, offers long stretches of coastline with elevated views out  to sea; as 

the landform continues to rise inland, albeit more gently, there is a greater emphasis on the seaward nature 

of views along this section of the route.  

651. Based on the combination of the high sensitivity of the Dowlaw to St Abbs section and medium magnitude 

of change, the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development on the route section as a 

whole is assessed as significant (major/moderate), direct, long-term and reversible. 

St Abbs to Eyemouth (6 km) 

652. From St Abbs, the 6 km section goes around Coldingham Bay, an award-winning beach lying about a mile 

from the village of Coldingham, following the clifftops behind the ruined Fort Point (Viewpoint 16 Eyemouth: 

Figure 15.36) to Eyemouth. Once Scotland’s largest south-eastern port, Eyemouth is the largest town in 

Berwickshire. 

653. The sensitivity of receptors on the St Abbs to Eyemouth section is considered to be high, reflecting the 

medium-high value of the visual context of this section, and the high susceptibility to change of receptors 

using this section. The whole of this route section passes through the Berwickshire Coast SLA (Figure 

15.4) which recognises the value of this coastal landscape at a local level that contributes to its visual 

context. The relevant qualifying interest features of the SLA are summarised in Table 15.11.  The (2012) 

SLA Designation Statement notes the continuation of the dramatic cliffs from St. Abbs to Eyemouth . Views 

along this section of the Berwickshire Coastal Path are influenced by settlement at St. Abbs and Eyemouth 

and the working agricultural hinterland, which is considered to slightly moderate the susceptibility to 

change of walkers when compared to the more rugged and remote coast to the north of St. Abbs. A further 

moderating factor is the presence of Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm, which is visible from this section 

of the route in views along the coastline and out to sea (Figure 15.18). 

654. The magnitude of change to the St Abbs to Eyemouth section resulting from the operation and maintenance 

of the Proposed Development is assessed as medium. At its closest point, the Proposed Development 

would be located some 38.9 km from this section. The ZTV (Figure 15.12) and Table 15.22 show that 

walkers on this section would experience long-duration theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development, 

although with fewer wind turbines theoretically visible from the more sheltered part of the route which 

rounds the north of Coldingham Bay. The route follows the broadly north-west to south-east alignment of 

this section of the coast and typically the Proposed Development would appear oblique to the direction of 

travel, although there will be short sections that align more directly. The uniformity of the exposed high 

cliffs offers distant views along the shoreline and out to the North Sea. 

655. Based on the combination of the high sensitivity and medium magnitude of change, the significance of 

effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as significant (major/moderate), direct, long-

term and reversible. 

Eyemouth to Berwick upon Tweed (20 km) 

656. After following the bay’s shoreline through Eyemouth and turning inland to cross the River Eye behind the 

harbour, the route ascends to follow the cliffs to Burnmouth and on to Berwick -upon-Tweed. The route 

follows the coast past Berwick’s ramparts which provide a popular promenade around the town (Viewpoint 

17 Berwick-upon-Tweed: Figure 15.37). Their present form was a response to the construction of Fort 

Point at Eyemouth by the French. Designed by Nicholas Hawksmoor, famous for his London churches, 

and built in 1711, they are the oldest in Britain. Finally turning west to follow the north bank of the River 

Tweed, the route ends at Quay Walls with views of Old Berwick Bridge with its fifteen sandstone arches, 

the Royal Tweed Bridge and Robert Stephenson’s Royal Border Bridge, which carries the ECML. 

657. The sensitivity of the Eyemouth to Berwick upon Tweed section is considered to be medium-high, reflecting 

the medium-high value of its visual context, and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors. 

Part of this section, between Eyemouth and Lamberton, lies within the Berwickshire Coast SLA (see Figure 

15.12e), which recognises the value of this coastal landscape at a local level. The section of the route in 

England, south of Lamberton to Berwick upon Tweed, lies within the North Northumberland Heritage Coast. 

This section of the route closely follows the elevated landform along the coastal edge with distant views 

out across the North Sea experienced relatively consistently on this section of the route. Although users 

of this route would be susceptible to changes to their views that might affect an appreciation of these 

qualities, there are several moderating factors; the Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm is distantly visible 

from this section of the route in views along the coastline and out to sea (see  Figure 15.18 and Viewpoint 

17). Furthermore, settlement, tourist development, the A1 and ECML railway, have a greater influence on 

the visual amenity experienced from this section compared to those further north. 

658. The magnitude of change to the Eyemouth to Berwick upon Tweed section resulting from the operation 

and maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as low. At its closest point, the Proposed 

Development would be located at a minimum distance of 39.0 km from this section of the Berwickshire 

Coastal Path. The ZTV (Figure 15.12) and Table 15.22 show that walkers on this section would experience 

long-duration theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development. This is a relatively linear stretch of 

coastline, and this section of the route largely follows its north-west to south-east alignment; thus, the 

Proposed Development would typically appear oblique to the prevailing direction of travel, although there 

would be short sections that may align more directly.  

659. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity and low magnitude of change, the significance 

of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor), direct, 

long-term and reversible. 

Fife Coastal Path 

660. A preliminary assessment of the visual effects arising from the operation and maintenance of the Proposed  

Development on the Fife Coastal Path is set out in Table 15.23, which is informed by the ZTV analysis of 

the Fife Coastal Path presented in Figure 15.12. 

Table 15.23: Preliminary Assessment Fife Coastal Path 

Section Length (km) 
within Study 
Area 

Minimum 
Distance to 
Proposed 
Development 
Array Area 
(km) 

Visibility of 
Wind 
Turbines 

Length of 
Path 
within 
ZTV (km) 

Preliminary Assessment 

Potential for significant effects that require detailed assessment: 

Cambo Sands 
to Leuchars 

22.4 44.6 Yes 19.8 There is potential for visibility across much of this 
section of the Fife Coastal Path. 

Elie to Cambo 
Sands 

22.5 41.6 Yes 21.1 There is potential for visibility across much of this 
section of the Fife Coastal Path. 

Considered in preliminary assessment but found to have no likelihood of significant effects: 

Buckhaven to 
Elie 

13.4 51.4 Very limited 
ZTV coverage 

4.9 Within the 60 km study area potential visibility 
would be limited to a short section from Kincraig 
Hill eastwards to Elie, Where the Proposed 
Development would be seen over some 47.5 km. 

Leuchars to 
Wormit Bay 

23.7 54.2 Yes 16.1 While the ZTV indicates relatively widespread 
theoretical visibility, in actuality much of this part 
of the route is inland of the coast and would be 
screened by intervening vegetation (notably 
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Tentsmuir Forest) and built form within the wider 
landscape (see Figure 15.12c).  

661. The extended Fife Coast Path runs between the Kincardine Bridge and Newburgh, generally keeping to 

the shore. Apart from the exposed but optional Elie Chainwalk at Kincraig Point, the path is quite accessible 

although some places use the foreshore. The route passes castles, fishing villages, rock formations, caves, 

and long sandy beaches. This route is one of Scotland’s Great Trails and is considered to have national 

value as a recreational asset. 

Elie to Cambo Sands (25.8 km) 

662. The section From Elie to Cambo, or Kingsbarns, begins at Ruby Bay, once a site famous for Red Garnet 

gemstones. There is an optional short detour to Elie Lighthouse and Lady Tower.  From here to St Monans 

(Viewpoint E: Figure 15.47) the route passes the ruins of Ardross and Newark Castles and the 14th century 

St Monans Church. Passing the restored St. Monans Windmill, the route continues to Pittenweem, Fife’s 

only working fishing harbour, to skirt the golf course and the rocky shore, past Billow Ness to the four old 

Royal Burghs which constitute Anstruther. The path then continues through Cellardyke, towards Crail and 

onto open pasture. A prominent sandstone feature, the Caiplie Caves, lie almost midway between the two 

villages. Continuing past an old salt works, the path winds to Crail, a traditional fishing village with a 17th 

century harbour, passes through the Scottish Wildlife Trust’s Kilminning Coast Wildlife and on to Fife Ness. 

Now at the most easterly point in Fife, the path passes King Constantine’s Cave, a golf cours e, and 

continues along the shore beneath the Randerston cliffs before leading to a bridge over the Cambo Burn. 

It then continues along a sandy track through the dunes or follows Kingsbarns beach to end at the 

Kingsbarns Beach Car Park (Viewpoint 4 Cambo Sands: Figure 15.24).  

663. The sensitivity of the Elie to Cambo Sands section is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium-

high value of its visual context and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors using this section 

of the Fife Coastal Path, which include people Dolphin spotting along this stretch of coast, often using 

telescopes and cameras. Parts of this section fall within the East Neuk SLA and St Andrews to Fife Ness 

SLA (Figure 15.12), which recognises the value of this coastal landscape at a local level.  

664. The relevant qualifying interest features of the SLAs are summarised in Table 15.11. The (2009) Fife Local 

Landscape Designation Review for the East Neuk SLA notes that this stretch of the coastline is particularly 

wide and open, with extensive seaward views and a relatively open farmland character. The (2009) Review 

also identifies that the coastal path provides a key access route along the coastal edge for recreation. 

Open sea views which extend to the southern shore of the Forth are noted as being vulnerable to 

inappropriate offshore development. Views from this section of coast look outwards towards the distant 

Lothian coast to the south, with East Neuk villages generally focused inwards on their harbours. The Isle 

of May is noted as a particular feature in views from this coastline.  

665. Further east, the Coastal Path passes through parts of the St Andrews to Fife Ness SLA. The (2009) 

Review notes the scenic quality of the landscape as a result of the intricate, rugged coastal edge of 

promontories and incisions that is somewhat isolated from the inland coastal landscape. Extensive 

seaward views and perceptions of openness and exposure are identified as qualities of the SLA. 

666. Users of this route would be susceptible to changes to their views that might affect an appreciation of these 

qualities and their attention is likely to be transitory but focused on sea views from this coastal pa th, which 

is the principal outlook, and often experienced over relatively long duration.  A moderating factor will be the 

presence of Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm which is visible from this section of the route at moderate 

range in views along the coastline and out to sea (see Figure 15.18 and Viewpoints 6 and E). 

667. The magnitude of change to the Elie to Cambo Sands section of the Fife Coast Path resulting from the 

operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as low from this section of the route. 

At its closest point, the Proposed Development would be located some 41.6 km from this section of the 

route. The ZTV (Figure 15.12) and Table 15.22 show that walkers on this section would experience long-

duration theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development. The orientation of walkers travelling east from 

Elie to Fife Ness would also be frequently towards the Proposed Development. The Proposed Development 

will however, appear subsumed behind and overlapping Neart na Gaoithe, making the combined array 

appear denser yet only adding a small amount to the HFoV, in which the majority of the sea skyline will be 

retained and the wider sea views unaffected.  

668. The effect to views from the Coastal Path occurs mainly between Cambo Sands and Pittenweem, although 

farther west of Pittenweem towards Elie the number of visible wind turbines would start to reduce beyond 

approximately 50 km from the Proposed Development array area, aside from at some isolated, elevated 

sections of the route. 

669. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the receptor and low magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate/minor), direct, long-term, and reversible. 

Cambo Sands to Leuchars (22.5 km) 

670. The Cambo Sands (also known as Kingsbarns Beach) to Leuchars part of the Fife Coastal Path follows 

rough terrain along this stretch of coast.  From Kingsbarns to Boarhills the route hugs the slope between 

the rocky shore and farmland, descending to the beach before Babbet Ness. Boarhills to St Andrew’s 

(Viewpoint 3 St Andrews Cathedral: Figure 15.23) is possibly the roughest section of the route with 

prominent geological features: Buddo Rock, an impressive stack of pink sandstone; and the Rock and 

Spindle, the weathered remains of a volcanic plug. Leaving the beach, the route ascends a fligh t of steps 

to Kinkell Ness and descends to East Sands, a popular spot for watersports. The route splits here, following 

the cliffs and past St Andrews Castle, or passing through the town: behind the Old Course Hotel and along 

the Fife Cycle Way/road to Guardbridge to Coble Shore point. Here are views of the Eden Estuary Nature 

Reserve. The Eden Visitor Centre overlooks the upper estuary, a wildfowl hotspot and SSSI.  

671. The sensitivity of the Elie to Cambo Sands section is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium-

high value of its visual context and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors using this section 

of the Fife Coastal Path. Parts of this section fall within the St Andrews to Fife Ness SLA (Figure 15.12), 

which recognises the value of stretches of this coastal landscape at a local level, as described above. 

Users of this route would be susceptible to changes to their views that might affect an appreciation of these 

qualities; however, a moderating factor will be the presence of Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm which 

will be visible from this section of the route in views along the coastline and out to sea (Figure 15.18). 

672. The magnitude of change to the Cambo Sands to Leuchars section resulting from the operation and 

maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as low. Even at its closest point, the Proposed 

Development will be located a long distance, approximately 44.6 km, from this section of the route. The 

ZTV (Figure 15.12) and Table 15.22 show that receptors would experience long-duration theoretical 

visibility of the Proposed Development, however the lateral spread of the Proposed Development wind 

turbines will appear subsumed behind and overlapping much of Neart na Gaoithe to the south, making the 

combined array appear denser, yet only adding a small amount to the HFoV, in which the majority of the 

open sea skyline will be retained and the coastline views unaffected. Where the Proposed Development 

and Neart na Gaoithe overlap, the combined array will appear denser. 

673. The route follows the broadly north-west to south-east alignment of the coastline, with the Proposed 

Development oblique to the direction of travel along the path. The full array would theoretically be visible 

between Cambo Sands and Buddo Ness, however farther west of Buddo Ness to Leuchars the number  of 

visible wind turbines would start to reduce with distance beyond approximately 50 km, aside from at some 

isolated, elevated sections of the route.  

674. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the receptor and low magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant 

(moderate/minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 
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John Muir Way 

675. A preliminary assessment of the visual effects arising from the operation and maintenance of the Proposed 

Development on the John Muir Way is set out in Table 15.24, which is informed by the ZTV analysis of the 

John Muir Way presented in Figure 15.12. 

Table 15.24: Preliminary Assessment John Muir Way 

Section Length (km) 
within Study 
Area 

Minimum 
Distance to 
Proposed 
Development 
Array Area 
(km) 

Visibility of 
Wind 
Turbines 

Length of 
Path 
within 
ZTV (km) 

Preliminary Assessment 

Potential for significant effects that require detailed assessment: 

The John Muir 
Way Link 
Cockburnspath 

16.6 42.9 Yes 16.4 There is potential visibility across the majority of 
this section, at a minimum distance of 42.9 km to 
the Proposed Development. 

Section 10 
North Berwick 
to Dunbar 

23.1 48.0 Yes 17.7 There is potential visibility across the majority of 
this section, although as the route passes inland 
fewer of the wind turbines within the Proposed 
Development array area would be visible.  

Considered in preliminary assessment but found to have no likelihood of significant effects 

Section 9 
Prestonpans to 
North Berwick 
26.4 km 

6.2 55.9 Yes 4.8 Within the 60 km study area potential visibility 
would be limited to a short section to the west of 
North Berwick to Dirleton. The Proposed 
Development array would be seen over a 
minimum distance of some 55.9 km. Farther west 
than North Berwick, there would be a notable 
reduction in the number of visible wind turbines 
theoretically visible.  

 

676. The John Muir Way runs for 215 km between Helensburgh on the Clyde to Dunbar on the North Sea coast. 

The route is suitable for cyclists and walkers and can be tackled as a long-distance coast-to-coast route, 

or approached in sections:  ten for walkers, five for cyclists.  En route, users will see Charles Rennie 

Mackintosh's Hill House, the scenic Loch Lomond, two famous canals, the Falkirk Wheel, the Roman 

Antonine Wall, Linlithgow Palace, Blackness Castle, the Forth Bridges and Edinburgh. It ends at Dunbar 

in East Lothian, with its ruined castle and John Muir's birthplace cottage.  

677. The John Muir Way offers generally easy walking and part of it passes through the John Muir Country Park 

and includes much of East Lothian's varied coastline with its many harbours and fishing ports, the lowland 

below the Lammermuir Hills, and landmarks such as the ruined Dunbar castle. The route is one of 

Scotland’s ‘Great Trails’. 

Section 10 North Berwick to Dunbar (24 km)    

678. From North Berwick Section 10 follows different routes for cyclists and walkers. For walkers, the route 

leaves the town passing North Berwick Law (Viewpoint 7 North Berwick Law: Figure 15.27) to the east. It 

continues southwards through farmland, sometimes on rural roads, to East Linton, where it briefly follows 

the River Tyne eastwards. On meeting the A198, the way briefly turns south along the road before turning 

east again, then skirts Tyne Mouth and Belhaven Bay. Now following the coastline, the way passes 

Winterfield Golf Club and enters Dunbar from the north to end on High Street.  

679. The sensitivity of Section 10 of the John Muir Way is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium-

high value of its visual context, and the medium-high susceptibility to change of receptors using this 

section. This section of the John Muir Way passes through several SLAs: North Berwick Law SLA; Balgone 

and Whitekirk Outcrops SLA; and Belhaven Bay SLA (Figure 15.4). The relevant qualifying interest features 

of the SLAs are summarised in Table 15.11. Of these locally valued landscapes, The Belhaven Bay SLA 

has particularly close association to the coast. Users of this route would be susceptible to changes to their 

views that might affect an appreciation of these qualities; however, a moderating factor is the presence of 

Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm which will be visible from parts of this section of the route in views 

out to sea (Figure 15.18). 

680. The magnitude of change resulting from the operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development is 

assessed as low across this section of the route. At its closest point, the Proposed Development would  be 

located over 47.5 km from this section of the John Muir Way. The ZTV (Figure 15.12) and Table 15.22 

show that users of this section would experience some intermittent theoretical visibility of the Proposed 

Development. In actuality, the visibility from this section of the route would be reduced by blocks of 

woodland and shelterbelt planting within the wider East Lothian landscape (as shown Figure 15.7). 

Between North Berwick and East Linton this section runs inland, orientated broadly north -south and 

therefore, any visibility of the Proposed Development would largely be oblique to the direction of travel , 

until the section aligned east from East Linton to Dunbar where views may be aligned towards the sea 

towards the Proposed Development, but largely from inland, low-lying areas set back at distances of 

approximately 48 km to 56 km. 

681. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of Section 10 of the John Muir Way and low 

magnitude of change, the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not 

significant (moderate-minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 

John Muir Way Link (16.6 km)    

682. This is the final, unofficial section of the John Muir Way and extends its route to join up with The Southern 

Upland Way (SUW), at Cockburnspath. 

683. From Dunbar, the route largely follows the coast before turning inland to follow the Dunglass Burn. From 

a junction just south-west of the remains of Dunglass Church the route follows the edge of Eildbanks Wood 

to the centre of Cockburnspath. 

684. The sensitivity of the John Muir Way Link is considered to be medium-high, reflecting the medium-high 

value of its visual context, and the medium susceptibility to change of receptors using this section. The 

route lies within Dunbar to Barns Ness Coast SLA and Thorntonloch to Dunglass Coast SLA, and briefly 

passes through the Berwickshire Coast SLA (Figure 15.4). The relevant qualifying interest features of the 

SLAs are summarised in Table 15.11. All three SLAs are closely associated with the coast. Users of this 

route would be susceptible to changes to their views that might affect an appreciation of these qualities . A 

moderating factor is the presence of Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm which is visible from the route 

in views along out to sea (see Figure 15.18) and the presence of other large-scale built development along 

the coast particularly Torness Nuclear Power Station, cement works, the A1 road corridor and ECML, 

which influence the experience of the viewer and their visual amenity from this section o f the John Muir 

Way. 

685. The magnitude of change resulting from the operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development is 

assessed as medium-low across this section of the route. At its closest point, the Proposed Development 

would be located over 42.9 km from this route. The ZTV (Figure 15.12) and Table 15.22 indicates that 

theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development would be consistent for users of this section, however 

there are local variations in visibility due to local landforms, built development and vegetation screening 

along the route, despite the mainly open views to the sea. The vertical height/apparent scale of the 

Proposed Development wind turbines will be relatively small due to their long distance offshore, the large 
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scale of the seascape in the view and built development along the route. However, it will be visually 

separate from Neart na Gaoithe, forming a distinct new array to the south of Neart na Gaoithe that may 

occupy a relatively moderate portion of the view. The north-east aspect of this section of coast means that 

the Proposed Development would largely be oblique to the direction of travel, apart from the section 

descending along the Dunglass Burn, where riparian woodland will screen it from northbound users. 

686. Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of the John Muir Way Link and medium-low 

magnitude of change, the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not 

significant (moderate-minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 

St. Cuthbert’s Way 

687. A preliminary assessment of the visual effects arising from the operation and maintenance of the Proposed 

Development on the St. Cuthbert’s Way is set out in Table 15.25, which is informed by the ZTV analysis 

of the St. Cuthbert’s Way presented in Figure 15.12. St Cuthbert’s Way is one of Scotland’s Great Trails. 

Table 15.25: Preliminary Assessment St. Cuthbert’s Way 

Section Length (km) 
within 
Study Area 

Minimum 
Distance to 
Proposed 
Development 
Array Area 
(km) 

Visibility of 
Wind 
Turbines 

Length 
of Path 
within 
ZTV (km) 

Preliminary Assessment 

Potential for significant effects that require detailed assessment 

Wooler to Fenwick 3.7 56.5 Yes 3.1 There would be potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development across approximately 
half of this section of the route. 

Fenwick to Holy 
Island 

9.3 52.5 Yes 5.3 There would be potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development across approximately 
half of this section of the route. 

Considered in preliminary assessment but found to have no likelihood of significant effects: 

Melrose to 
Harestanes 

24 - - - No potential for significant effects as negligible 
potential visibility due to long   distance, over 
65 km from Proposed Development. 

Harestanes to Kirk 
Yetholm 

28 - - - Potential visibility limited by distance over 65 km 
from Proposed Development. 

Kirk Yetholm to 
Wooler 

19.2 - - - Potential visibility limited by distance over 65 km 
from Proposed Development. 

Wooler to Fenwick (19 km) 

688. From Wooler, this section crosses Weetwood Moor. A short diversion on a circular short walk off the route 

takes in prehistoric rock carvings. It crosses the16th century Weetwood Bridge across the River Till, follows 

quiet lanes to Horton, and onto the Devil’s Causeway, a section of Roman road that linked Corbridge and 

Tweedmouth. It then takes tracks through farmland and woodland to St. Cuthbert’s Cave, where St. 

Cuthbert’s body was taken in 875AD after Viking raids on Lindisfarne. Crossing the rocky ridge of the Kyloe 

Hills, the Holy Island and Bamburgh Castle just to the south are visible above the sandy coastline. Joining 

with St. Oswald’s Way, another long-distance route, the route continues through Shiellow Wood towards 

the village of Fenwick. 

689. The sensitivity of the Wooler to Fenwick section is considered to be medium, reflecting the medium value 

of its visual context and the medium susceptibility to change of receptors using this section. This section 

the of St. Cuthbert’s Way passes through LCT 11: Sandstone Fringe Farmland and LCT 8: Outcrop Hills 

and Escarpments, which are not designated for their landscape or scenic qualities. Nonetheless, the 

national importance of this recreational route contributes to its value in the context of this assessment. In 

seaward views, Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm would theoretically be visible, albeit at very long 

range, from some sections of the route (see Figure 15.18). 

690. The magnitude of change to the Wooler to Fenwick section resulting from the operation and maintenance 

of the Proposed Development is assessed as low. At its closest point, the Proposed Development would 

be located at a minimum distance of 56.5km from this section. The ZTV (Figure 15.12) and Table 15.25 

show that slightly less than half of this section of would experience theoretical visibility, generally from 

elevated hilltops and seaward-facing slopes to the east of Greensheen Hill. The orientation of this section 

is broadly south-west to north-east and, where theoretically visible, users of this route travelling northwards 

would more frequently have direct views towards the Proposed Development array area.  

691. Based on the combination of the medium sensitivity of the viewpoint and low magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significan t (minor), direct, 

long-term and reversible. 

Fenwick to Holy Island (10 km) 

692. This section leads from Fenwick to the coast along historic paths and tracks, past Fenwick Granary, across 

the ECML and Beal Cast Burn, and past World War 2 coastal defences to the Holy Island causeway. The 

route splits to include the Causeway Road or the post-lined historic Pilgrims Path across the sands to Holy 

Island (Viewpoint 19 Holy Island (near Lindisfarne Castle). 

693. The sensitivity of the Fenwick to Holy Island section is considered to be high, reflecting the high value of 

its visual context and the high susceptibility to change of receptors using this section. Parts of this section 

to the east of the ECML railway fall within the nationally valued Northumberland Coast AONB and North 

Northumberland Heritage Coast (shown on Figure 15.12). The relevant qualifying interest features of the 

AONB are summarised in Table 15.11. Users of this route would be highly susceptible to changes to their 

views that might affect an appreciation of these qualities. 

694. The magnitude of change to the Fenwick to Holy Island section resulting from the operation and 

maintenance of the Proposed Development is assessed as low. At its closest point, the Proposed 

Development array area would be located at a minimum distance of 52.4 km from this section. The ZTV 

(Figure 15.12) and Table 15.25 show that slightly less than half of this section would experience theoretical 

visibility, from open locations on the mainland coastal edge and causeway to Holy Island. On Holy Island 

the route hugs the southern shoreline, which is backed by high dunes to the north, and as a result there 

would be very limited, if any, visibility of the Proposed Development from much of the island section of the 

route. A small patch of theoretical visibility is shown around the elevated sett lement on Holy Island, 

although in reality views would be screened by intervening built form and vegetation within the village.   

695. The vertical height/apparent scale of the Proposed Development wind turbines will be relatively small, due 

to their long distance offshore and the large scale of the seascape in the view. The lateral spread of the 

Proposed Development wind turbines may occupy a relatively narrow portion of the sea views, and are 

sufficiently distant and low on the horizon that the ‘huge skies and wide seascape views’ of the ‘low lying 

open coastal plain and windswept coast’ (special qualities of the AONB) are retained in views from this 

section of the St Cuthbert’s Way.  The ‘predominantly horizontal landscape and seascape’ providing the 

remote coastal setting for Holy Island will largely remain unchanged and will continue to be definitive in 

the visual amenity experienced. 

696. Based on the combination of the high sensitivity of the viewpoint and low magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant (moderate-

minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 
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NCN 1 

Baseline and sensitivity  

697. The route of NCN1 leads through open farmland to St Andrews, where it turns north to Leuchars, around 

Tentsmuir Forest, and on to Tayport and Dundee. In Angus, the route of NCN1 crosses Barry Links and 

follows the coastline to Arbroath, north of which it diverts inland slightly on its route to Montrose, around 

Montrose Bay and then extending along the Aberdeenshire coast to Inverbervie, north of which the route 

passes through the Aberdeenshire coastal farmland to Stonehaven. Sea views from the route are an 

intrinsic feature of the baseline experienced cycling the route. NCN 1 is a nationally important recreational 

asset. 

698. The sensitivity of cyclist users of NCN 1 is considered to be medium overall. Within the 60 km study area, 

the route passes through, or along the edges of, several SLAs across the Lothians, Fife and Angus. The 

relevant qualifying interest features of the SLAs are summarised in Table 15.11. Within these areas the 

value of the visual context is considered to be medium-high, but outwith these locally valued landscapes 

value would be medium at most, and in many cases lower where NCN 1 passes through urban areas, and 

alongside major transport routes. There are many factors that reduce susceptibility including the transience 

of cyclists passing through the landscape, duration of views and changeable experiences and views from 

the route, which is often partially within or alongside urbanised coast. A further moderating factor will be 

the operational Kincardine offshore wind farm and the presence of Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 

offshore wind farms which are visible from various sections of NCN 1 in views along the coastline and out 

to sea.   

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

699. The magnitude of change to NCN 1 resulting from the operation and maintenance of the Proposed 

Development is assessed as ranging between low to medium-low on its route through Fife, Angus and 

Aberdeenshire. At its closest point, the Proposed Development would be located at a minimum distance 

of 41.7 km from the section of NCN 1 along the Angus coastline. The ZTV (Figure 15.12) shows that 

theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development would be limited in Fife between St Andrews and 

Tayport, around Tentsmuir, where the magnitude of change would be low. The amount of the Proposed 

Development wind turbines that will be visible increases along the Angus coastline between Carnoustie 

and Montrose, where a medium-low magnitude of change will be experienced intermittently, with longer 

sections of the route affording sea views. However, the Proposed Development array area is located at 

very long distance from the receptor and adds a relatively narrow portion of the view in addition to Neart 

na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1. Visibility is partially restricted by the intervening localised landforms, 

vegetation and buildings along sections of the route, with the local screening influence being greater on 

sections further inland away from the coastline. Although visibility of the Proposed Development will be 

higher towards the coastal edges which afford more open sea views, potential for effects is limited by the 

very long distance, the relatively small apparent scale and limited amount of the Proposed Development 

wind turbines visible above the distant horizon, and their position partially subsumed behind and 

overlapping either Neart na Gaoithe or Seagreen 1 offshore wind farms, which results in a narrow additional 

portion of the view being affected and the majority of the open sea skyline being retained and unaffected.   

700. Based on the combination of the medium sensitivity and medium-low to low magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant (minor to 

moderate/minor), direct, long-term and reversible on views experienced by receptors using NCN1. 

NCN 76 

Baseline and sensitivity  

701. Tracing the south banks of the Forth Estuary, NCN Route 76 connects Edinburgh to Musselburgh and 

Haddington in the east, entering the SLVIA Study Area between Haddington and East Linton and taking a 

route along the Tyne to Dunbar, where the route passes along roads through the town. To the south of 

Dunbar, NCN 76 extends south on a traffic free route past the cement works to Skateraw near Torness 

Power Station, beyond which the route uses a cycle path adjacent to the A1 to Bilsdean and then climbs 

up over Coldingham Moor to Eyemouth. To the south of Eyemouth, the route extends inland to Ayton and 

to the River Tweed, before routing east to Berwick-upon-Tweed. NCN 76 is a nationally important 

recreational asset. 

702. The sensitivity of cyclist users of NCN 76 is considered to be medium overall. Within the 60 km study parts 

of the route lie within parts of the Traprain, Belhaven Bay and Berwickshire Coast SLAs (Figure 15.4). The 

relevant qualifying interest features of these SLAs are summarised in Table 15.11 and the value of the 

visual context of the NCN 76 is considered to be medium-high overall. There are many factors that reduce 

susceptibility including the transience of cyclists passing through the landscape, duration of views and 

changeable experiences and views from the route, which passes through settlement, and also runs in 

close proximity to ‘A’ roads, including the A199, A1 and also the ECML for at least part of this section 

within East Lothian. A further moderating factor will be the presence of energy generation and industrial 

features including Torness Power Station, and the offshore influence of  Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind 

farms which is visible from various sections of NCN 76 in views along the coastline and out to sea.  

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

703. The magnitude of change to NCN 76 resulting from the operation and maintenance of the Proposed 

Development is assessed as medium-low to low. At its closest point, the Proposed Development would be 

located at a minimum distance of 46.0 km from this section of NCN 76. The ZTV (Figure 15.12) shows that 

theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development would be limited between East Linton and Dunbar along 

the Tyne, with a low magnitude of change arising. Coastal views including the Proposed Development will 

be affected mainly over the coastal sections of the route, intermittently between Dunbar and Coldingham 

Moor, over which the baseline landscape in views from the route is often heavily influenced by transport 

infrastructure, settlement, industrial and energy generation developments, including Torness Power 

Station, where a medium-low magnitude of change will be experienced intermittently, with longer sections 

of the route affording sea views. The Proposed Development array area is however located at very long 

distance from the receptor and is an addition to views that are already influenced by Neart na Gaoithe 

offshore wind farm. Visibility is partially restricted by the intervening localised landforms, vegetation and 

buildings along sections of the route, with the local screening influence being greater on sections further 

inland away from the coastline. Although visibility of the Proposed Development will be higher towards the 

coastal edges which afford more open sea views, potential for effects is limited by the very long distance, 

the relatively small apparent scale and limited amount of the Proposed Development wind turbines visible 

above the distant horizon, and their position in the context of Neart na Gaoithe. The ZTV (Figure 15.12 

shows that there will be very limited visibility from NCN 76 between Coldingham Moor, Eyemouth and 

Berwick-upon-Tweed, where the route is largely inland and away from the coast, or passing through the 

settlement of Eyemouth. 

704. Based on the combination of the medium sensitivity and low magnitude of change, the significance of 

effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant (minor  to moderate/minor), 

direct, long-term and reversible. 
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Main Road Routes 

A1 

Baseline and sensitivity  

705. The A1 connects Edinburgh with London. Passing north through the western suburbs of Newcastle upon 

Tyne, the road passes Morpeth, Alnwick, and Berwick-upon-Tweed, before entering Scotland at Marshall 

Meadows. The route passes Alnwick via a bypass and over the tight Mousen Bends, becoming wide and 

open with good sightlines. A roundabout marks the southern end of the Berwick bypass with dual 

carriageway from another roundabout to the northern end. Entering Scotland the road follows the coastline 

providing elevated, panoramic views of the coast. Passing Heugh Head and Cockburnspath on dual 

carriageway, a roundabout gives access to Cove, while the road continues past Dunbar to the Thistly Cross 

roundabout and Edinburgh. The roundabout adjoins the A199, where the A198 leaves for North Berwick. 

The road leaves the coast to cross East Lothian, while the ECML takes a more northerly route via Drem 

just before East Linton. The road crosses the River Tyne, running alongside it to the market town of 

Haddington. A junction at Meadowmill provides access to Cockenzie and Port Seton, and the former coal 

mining town of Tranent. Crossing the A6124 without a connection, the road continues to Old Craighall 

Junction which provides access to the A720 Edinburgh city bypass, or north to Monktonhall and 

Musselburgh. After passing Haddington and Musselburgh it enters Edinburgh at the East End of Princes 

Street near Waverley Station, at the junction of the A7, A8 and A900 roads.  

706. The sensitivity of road users on the A1 is cons idered to be low, reflecting the low value of the road’s visual 

context to road users and their low susceptibility to change to this visual context , with the reduced 

sensitivity of road users reflective of their focus on the road and views are in many cases transient. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

707. The ZTV indicates largely continuous potential visibility of the Proposed Development along four stretches 

of the A1. The northernmost stretch, between Pencraig Brae (Viewpoint 21 Pencraig Brae: Figure 15.41) 

and Grantshouse, passes around the north of the Lammermuir Hills through East Lothian inland of Dunbar 

(Viewpoint 10: Figure 15.30) and Skateraw (Viewpoint 11 Skateraw: Figure 15.31), before approaching the 

coast as it enters the Scottish Borders at Cockburnspath (Viewpoint 12 Cove (SUW): Figure 15.32). 

Between Burnmouth and Berwick-upon-Tweed (Viewpoint 17 Berwick-upon-Tweed), the A1 runs largely 

parallel to the coastline before exiting the ZTV as it abruptly turns inland to cross the River Tweed. The 

road then re-enters the ZTV as it approaches the coast again between Tweedmouth and Scremerston, 

before a short gap with no potential visibility of the Proposed Development and the southern most stretch 

within the ZTV, between Haggerston and Adderstone. 

708. The Proposed Development will lie at an angle to much of the road apart from the Pencraig Brae to 

Broxburn and Burnmouth to Marshal Meadows sections. For road users heading towards the Proposed 

Development, topography and land cover will likely restrict visibility of the Proposed Development between 

Pencraig Brae and Broxburn, while it will be seen in the distance for receptors heading north from Marshall 

Meadows. South of Haggerston the road is more inland and undulating, and the Proposed Development 

will be glimpsed intermittently. Visibility of the Proposed Development will be highest between Marshall 

Meadows and Burnmouth due to the elevation of the road and its alignment, and the intervening distance 

means the magnitude of change will be low. The remaining sections with lower visibility will observe a 

negligible magnitude of change. 

709. Based on the combination of the low sensitivity of road users, and low to negligible magnitude of change, 

the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development on users of the A1 is assessed as not 

significant (minor) direct, long-term and reversible. 

A1107 

Baseline and sensitivity  

710. Passing one large village and one small town, the rural A1107 provides a more scenic alternative to the 

A1 within Berwickshire. 21.2 km long, it is generally aligned north west to south east. The road leaves the 

A1 south of the village of Cockburnspath, heads east to cross the ECML and crosses a narrow bridge over 

the Pease Burn. After some gentle bends, the road is more straight and level as it traverses the plateau of 

Coldingham Moor. South of Hawthorn Dean, the road heads east to descend steeply to the village of 

Coldingham and on to Eyemouth, where the road bypasses the town centre to the south. It then crosses 

a bridge over the Eye Water to a roundabout, before continuing straight to the south west to adjoin the A1.  

711. The sensitivity of road users on the A1107 is considered to be low, reflecting the low value of the road’s 

visual context to road users and their low susceptibility to change to this visual context , with the reduced 

sensitivity of road users reflective of their focus on the road and views are in many cases transient. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect 

712. The ZTV indicates largely continuous potential visibility of the Proposed Development from the northern 

and southern sections of the A1107, as it climbs to Coldingham Moor. Southbound receptors will view the 

Proposed Development on axis before Old Cambus, and at an angle to the road elsewhere. It will always 

appear in the distance and in the context of the Scottish Borders coastline and will largely appear behind 

northbound receptors.  

713. Based on the combination of the low sensitivity of road users,  and low magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development on users of the A1107 is assessed as not 

significant (minor) direct, long-term and reversible. 

A917 

Baseline and sensitivity  

714. The A917 is the East Fife Coast Road, providing a scenic alternative to the shorter, direct route of the 

A915, which lies inland. It runs for 39.1 km, generally following the coastline, between Largo and St 

Andrews but avoiding Fife Ness. From Kirkton of Largo’s Main Street, the road heads east past Kilconquhar 

Loch before reaching Elie. The sea is just visible between the houses ahead as it turns sharply to follow 

the coast eastwards. As it runs close to the sea, the road passes the coastal villages of St Monans, 

Pittenweem, Anstruther, and Crail. Here the road turns sharply to cut off the corner of Fife Ness, passing 

through Kingsbarns to approach the coast again. Passing Boarhills the road turns sharply left to approach 

St Andrews before ending at the north end of City Road where it meets the A91 and A915. 

715. The sensitivity of road users on the A917 is considered to be low, reflecting the low value of the road’s 

visual context to road users and their low susceptibility to change to this visual context , with the reduced 

sensitivity of road users reflective of their focus on the road and views are in many cases transient. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

716. The ZTV indicates largely continuous potential visibility of the Proposed Development from Elie to St 

Andrews, with higher numbers of wind turbines visible from the route north and east of Pittenweem. Along 

the south coast of Fife, northbound receptors will see the Proposed Development at a slight angle to the 

road while along the north coast, as far east as Kingsbarns, eastbound receptors will see i t directly ahead. 
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The Proposed Development wind turbines will be seen in the far distance and within the context of the Fife 

coastline. 

717. The A917 lies between 40 and 50 km from the Proposed Development array and closer sections of the 

road, between Cellardyke and Crail, and Kingsbarns and Boarhills, will observe a low magnitude of change 

due to distance from the Proposed Development. More distant sections will observe a lower magnitude of 

change.  

718. Based on the combination of the low sensitivity of road users, and low magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development on users of the A1107 is assessed as not 

significant (negligible) direct, long-term and reversible. 

A92 

Baseline and sensitivity  

719. The long (178.6 km) road is an important route through Fife, Angus and Aberdeen linking Dunfermline to 

Stonehaven. From Dunfermline and Kirkcaldy the road passes through Newport-on-Tay and Dundee 

before turning to loosely follow the coast to Stonehaven, via Arbroath and Montrose. At it s closest, the 

route lies 43.0 km from the Proposed Development.  

720. The sensitivity of road users on the A92 is considered to be low, reflecting the low value of the road’s 

visual context to road users and their low susceptibility to change to this visual context, with the reduced 

sensitivity of road users reflective of their focus on the road and views are in many cases transient. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

721. The ZTV indicates that potential visibility of the Proposed Development is patchy between Kilmany and 

Newport-on-Tay; and largely continuous between Dundee and Arbroath (Viewpoint C: Figure 15.45), west 

of Lunan Bay (Viewpoint B: Figure 15.44) and between Montrose (Viewpoint 2 Montrose: Figure 15.22) 

and Stonehaven.  

722. Urban form and distance from the Proposed Development will limit its visibility from Dundee. The remaining 

length of road is aligned along the coast such that it will appear at an angle to the road for northbound      

and southbound receptors as far as Arbroath. Elsewhere, the Proposed Development will largely appear 

behind the receptors as they travel. The road predominantly travels through open farmland that in 

combination with relatively level topography enables views to the sea from many parts of the road. Wi thin 

these views, the Proposed Development will appear in the distance and between the nearer windfarms of 

Seagreen 1 and Neart na Gaoithe. The nearest sections of road, inland of Lunan Bay (Viewpoint B: Figure 

15.44) and between Arbroath and Monifieth will observe a medium-low magnitude of change. This will 

decrease with distance for remaining sections of the road. 

723. Based on the combination of the low sensitivity of road users, and medium-low magnitude of change, 

inland of Lunan Bay and between Arbroath and Monifieth, the significance of effect arising from the 

Proposed Development on users of the A92 is assessed as not significant (minor) direct, long-term and 

reversible. For remaining areas of the road, where a low magnitude of change will be observable, the 

significance of effect is assessed as not significant (negligible) direct, long-term and reversible. 

A933 

Baseline and sensitivity  

724. From Brechin the A933 runs for 22 km south to Arbroath in east Angus. It crosses the River South Esk on 

a narrow bridge, climbs from the bridge, turns east briefly, then heads south. The road gradually becomes 

straight but undulating, preventing prolonged visibility of the surrounding landscape. After bending to meet 

the A932 and the B965 at Fricokheim, the road follows a series of long straights before passing the RM 

Condor airbase en route to Arbroath.  

725. The sensitivity of road users on the A92 is considered to be low, reflecting the low value of the road’s 

visual context to road users and their low susceptibility to change to this visual context , with the reduced 

sensitivity of road users reflective of their focus on the road and views are in many cases transient. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

726. The ZTV indicates that potential visibility of the Proposed Development is continuous between Friockheim 

and Arbroath (Viewpoint C: Figure 15.45). South of Colliston, a high number of wind turbines is potentially 

visible. Within this section of road, the Proposed Development will appear intermittently between screening 

landscape elements including vegetation and built form, particularly the urban form of Arbroath. Beyond 

this area a lower number of wind turbines may be visible but distance from the Proposed Development in 

combination with intervening landscape elements will restrict its visibility. Where visible, the Proposed 

Development will appear in the distance and between the nearer windfarms of Seagreen 1 and Neart na 

Gaoithe. The pattern and density of development within Arbroath will screen the Proposed Development 

from the nearest sections of road, while the sporadic nature of views from other sections means the 

magnitude of change for receptors on the A933 is considered negligible. 

727. Based on the combination of the low sensitivity of road users, and negligible magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development on users of the A1107 is assessed as not 

significant (negligible) direct, long-term and reversible. 

B940 

Baseline and sensitivity  

728. The B940 is a relatively long (27.5 km) cross-country road between Cupar and Crail. From the east of 

Cupar town centre the road heads roughly east to Pitscottie then south to Baldinnie, skirting the Tarvit and 

Ceres LLA. Further south east, the road turns east at Peat Inn where the road turns left, to cross the A915 

at a staggered crossroads. Continuing east through open farmland the road, crosses a val ley the road 

begins to descend to the coast. After a staggered crossroads with the B9131 the road passes Scotland’s 

Secret Bunker, bends sharply south, crosses the B9171 and approaches Crail from the west. The road 

adjoins the A917 just north of Crail. 

729. The sensitivity of road users on the A92 is considered to be low, reflecting the low value of the road’s 

visual context to road users and their low susceptibility to change to this visual context , with the reduced 

sensitivity of road users reflective of their focus on the road and views are in many cases transient. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

730. The ZTV indicates that potential visibility of a high number of the Proposed Development wind turbines is 

largely continuous for much of the road, between West Lingo and Crail. This section for the road lies 
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between 40 and 50 km from the Proposed Development, which may be seen directly ahead by eastbound 

receptors as they approach Crail. As the larger part of the road runs inland to Cupar, t he Proposed 

Development will be intermittently seen at an angle to the road, due to intervening distance and landscape 

elements. The section of road near Crail will observe a low magnitude of change, decreasing as the road 

progresses west.  

731. Based on the combination of the low sensitivity of road users, and low magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development on users of the A1107 is assessed as not 

significant (minor) direct, long-term and reversible. 

B9120 

Baseline and sensitivity  

732. The B9120 runs 15.1 km south east from Fettercairn to cross the A90 and join the A92 between 

Johnshaven and St Cyrus. From the B966 the road runs to Laurencekirk via Blackiemuir, crossing the 

Edinburgh to Aberdeen railway line en route. Briefly following the A937 High Street through the town, the 

road continues across the town's bypass, over the Hill of Garvock and through Longleys and past Lauriston 

Castle. The road ends at a crossroads with the A92 within sight of the sea. 

733. The sensitivity of road users on the B9120 is considered to be low, reflecting the low value of the road’s 

visual context to road users and their low susceptibility to change to this visual context , with the reduced 

sensitivity of road users reflective of their focus on the road and views are in many cases transient. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

734. The ZTV indicates that potential visibility of a high number of the Proposed Development wind turbines is 

largely continuous from the southern part of the route, between Laurencekirk and the A92. This section of 

the road lies between 40 and 50 km from the Proposed Development, which may be seen directly ahead 

by south eastbound receptors beyond Hill of Garvock as they approach the coast. The orientation and 

slope of this section of the road means that the Proposed Development will be readily seen from the road 

and occasionally screened by landscape elements. The section of road near Crail will observe a medium -

low magnitude of change, decreasing as the road progresses north west.  

735. Based on the combination of the low sensitivity of road users and medium-low magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as not significant (minor ), direct, 

long-term and reversible. 

B9131 

Baseline and sensitivity  

736. The B9131 is a 13.8 km direct route across east Fife via Stravithie and Drumrack connecting to the A917 

at Brownhills (just east of St Andrews) and Anstruther Easter. Here, the road loops  through the conjoined 

village of Cellardyke and returns to the A917. The road briefly traverses the St Andrews to Fife Ness LLA 

just outside St Andrews. 

737. The sensitivity of road users on the B9131 is considered to be low, reflecting the low value of the road’s 

visual context to road users and their low susceptibility to change to this visual context , with the reduced 

sensitivity of road users reflective of their focus on the road and views are in many cases transient. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

738. The ZTV indicates that potential visibility of a high number of the Proposed Development wind turbines is 

largely continuous for a considerable proportion of the road apart from the approach to and within 

Anstruther, where there is little to no potential visibility. The Proposed Development may be seen directly 

ahead by northbound receptors, while it will lie behind southbound receptors. As the road runs north west 

to south south east, the Proposed Development will be seen at an angle to the road. Intervening distance 

and landscape elements, due to the inland nature of much of the road, means that visibility of the Proposed 

Development will be severely restricted and a negligible magnitude of change will be observed from the 

road. 

739. Based on the combination of the low sensitivity of road users, and negligible magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development on users of the A1107 is assessed as not 

significant (negligible) direct, long-term and reversible. 

B9171  

Baseline and sensitivity  

740. The 12.1 km B9171 is a narrow rural road through fields dotted with farms in the East Neuk of Fife. Starting 

on the B942 at a bend between Easter Pitcorthie and Abercrombie, the road heads north west, before 

turning north east. After many twists and bends, the route ends at a fork junction on the A917 about a 

1.6 km north of Crail. 

741. The sensitivity of road users on the B9171 is considered to be low, reflecting the low value of the road’s 

visual context to road users and their low susceptibility to change to this visual context, with the reduced 

sensitivity of road users reflective of their focus on the road and views are in many cases transient. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

742. The ZTV indicates that potential visibility of a high number of the Proposed Development wind turbines is 

continuous for almost the entire length of the road. The Proposed Development may be seen directly ahead 

by northbound receptors, while it will lie behind southbound receptors. The road generally lies over 2 km 

inland and at least 40 km from the Proposed Development. The combination of intervening distance and 

landscape elements is likely to severely restrict potential visibility of the Proposed Development such that 

a negligible magnitude of change will be observed from the B9171. 

743. Based on the combination of the low sensitivity of road users, and negligible magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development on users of the B9171 is assessed as not 

significant (negligible) direct, long-term and reversible. 

Edinburgh to Aberdeen Line  

Baseline and sensitivity  

744. The Edinburgh to Aberdeen line connects the two cities via a route along the Fife and Angus coasts, and 

inland through Aberdeenshire to Stonehaven, where it re-joins the coast. The route passes through the 

city of Dundee and smaller settlements en route including: Arbroath, Montrose, and Stonehaven.  From 

Dundee, the line passes through Broughty Ferry, Monifieth, Carnoustie and Arbroath. Cutting slightly inland 

to Arbroath, the line then turns more inland north of Montrose, to skirt Howe of the Mearns. At Stonehaven 

the line follows the coast to Aberdeen. 
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745. The sensitivity of receptors on the Edinburgh to Aberdeen Line is considered to be medium, reflecting the 

medium value of the rail line’s visual context to passengers and their medium-low susceptibility to change 

to this visual context, due to the transient nature of their views. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

746. The Edinburgh to Aberdeen Line lies 43.3 km from the Proposed Development at its closest point. The 

ZTV indicates that potential visibility of a high number of the Proposed Development wind turbines is largely 

continuous between Dundee and Arbroath and between Lunan and Fishtown of Usan, west and north of 

Lunan Bay; and within a small area just north of Montrose. The nature of the coastline, lying north of the 

Proposed Development with a south westerly aspect, limits the impact of the Proposed Development which 

will be largely peripheral to receptors on the line. 

747. Northbound receptors between Carnoustie and Arbroath; and southbound receptors west and north of 

Lunan Bay may see the entire Proposed Development flanked by Seagreen 1 and Neart na Gaoithe, at an 

angle to the line. At 10 km and 6 km in length, these sections represent a small proportion of the route. 

While the Proposed Development may be seen in its entirety, the intervening distance and relatively short 

sections with potential visibility, will limit the impact of the Proposed Development. Sections of the line 

within cuttings near Lunan Bay, further limiting this impact. The orientation of this section of the line varies 

and the Proposed Development will at times be readily seen from it but will be perpendicular to the direction 

of travel and occasionally screened by landscape elements or cuttings. Between Carnoustie and Arbroath, 

and west and north of Lunan Bay, receptors will observe a low magnitude of change.  

748. Based on the combination of the medium sensitivity of rail users, due to the transient nature of their views, 

and low magnitude of change, the significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development is 

assessed as not significant (minor), direct, long-term and reversible. 

ECML Railway  

Baseline and sensitivity  

749. The ECML railway connects London and Edinburgh via Peterborough, Doncaster, York, Darlington, 

Durham and Newcastle. The 632 km line is a key transport artery on the eastern side of Great Britain that 

broadly runs parallel to the A1 road.  From Longniddry, the ECML runs through the countryside of East 

Lothian via East Linton to Dunbar, where it loosely follows the coast before turning inland behind 

Coldingham Moor to Burnmouth.  It continues along the coast, through Berwick -upon-Tweed, and start to 

leave the coast west of Holy Island. 

750. Passing through East Lothian, the ECML runs in between the SLA adjoining the Lammermuir Hills in the 

Scottish Borders and the Belhaven Bay, Dunbar to Barns Ness Coast and Thorntonloch to Dunglass Coast 

SLAs on the coast. The line briefly skirts the Berwickshire Coast SLA at Cockburnspath and Burnmouth, 

and briefly enters Berwick AHLV, as it crosses the River Tweed.  

751. The sensitivity of passengers on the ECML is considered to be medium, reflecting the medium value of 

the rail line’s visual context and their medium-low susceptibility to change to this visual context. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

752. A high proportion of the route west of Dunbar and south of Berwick-upon-Tweed lies within the ZTV. A 

moderate proportion between Dunbar and Berwick-upon-Tweed lies within the ZTV. Potential visibility of 

a high number of the Proposed Development wind turbines is largely continuous between East Linton and 

south of Cockburnspath; between Burnmouth and Berwick-upon-Tweed; between Tweedmouth and 

Cheswick; and between Haggerston and Adderstone.  

753. The ECML lies 41.6 km from the Proposed Development at its closest point, and the north easterly aspect 

of the coast means the Proposed Development will lie at an angle to much of the route. Eastbound 

receptors on the section between East Linton and Dunbar; and northbound receptors leaving the northern 

edge of Berwick-upon-Tweed, will see the Proposed Development almost directly ahead. West of Dunbar 

intervening distance and vegetation in combination with the relatively flat topography of the area will limit 

visibility of the Proposed Development. Between Dunbar and Cockburnspath there is limited and potential 

visibility of the Proposed Development due to the route of the ECML through cuttings, intervening 

landforms and built development influences alongside the A1 including Dunbar cement works, 

quarries/landfill site and Torness Power Station. South of Burnmouth, the ECML runs close to the cliff edge 

whose elevation allows wide, clear views of the North Sea. Here, the Proposed Development will be seen 

at an angle to the line which limits its impact. The Proposed Development will form part of the wider 

seascape context and clearly separated from the coastline, with distance and the detracting influences of 

shipping, transport infrastructure and existing offshore wind farm development limiting its impact. This 

section of the ECML will observe a low magnitude to change due to the Proposed Development. Other 

sections of the route will observe a lower magnitude of change. 

754. Based on the combination of the medium sensitivity of rail passengers, and low magnitude of change, the 

significance of effect arising from the Proposed Development on users of the ECML is assessed as not 

significant (minor) direct, long-term and reversible. 

 

EFFECTS (DAYTIME) OF THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE OFFSHORE ELEMENTS OF THE 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT ON SEASCAPE (COASTAL) CHARACTER 

755. The Proposed Development will have impacts on seascape (coastal) character during the operation and 

maintenance phase (as indicated in Table 15.13). These are assessed as follows. 

15.11.4. PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OF COASTAL CHARACTER 

756. A preliminary assessment of the effects of the operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development 

on regional coastal character areas (CCAs) is presented in Table 15.26 with reference to the ZTV analysis 

in Figure 15.9. A detailed assessment follows in Table 15.27 to Table 15.38 for each CCA that is identified 

in the preliminary assessment as requiring detailed assessment. 

Table 15.26: Preliminary Assessment Coastal Character 

  CCA Receptor Associated Coastal LCT Minimum Distance 
(Proposed 
Development Array 
Area (km)) 

Preliminary Assessment 

Potential for significant effects that require detailed assessment 

Angus    

SA4 Montrose Bay 388. Beaches, Dunes and Links 
(Tayside); and 13. Raised Beach 
Coast (Aberdeenshire) 

 Potential for long-term, reversible impacts 
on perceived character of these CCAs and 
their associated coastal LCTs in Angus, 
arising as a result of the construction, 
operation and maintenance, and 
decommissioning of the Proposed 
Development, which may be visible from 
these CCAs and their associated coastal 
LCTs (during very good and excellent 

44.6 

SA5 Long Craig 389. Cliffs & Rocky Coast (Tayside) 42.5 

SA6 Lunan Bay 388. Beaches, Dunes and Links 
(Tayside) 

41.5 

SA7 Land Craig to 
Deil’s Head 

389. Cliffs & Rocky Coast (Tayside) 40 
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  CCA Receptor Associated Coastal LCT Minimum Distance 
(Proposed 
Development Array 
Area (km)) 

Preliminary Assessment 

visibility conditions) and may therefore 
alter their perceived character. Potential 
impacts require further assessment, which 
is undertaken in Table 15.27 to Table 
15.30. 

Fife    

SA12 St Andrews to 
Fife Ness 

192. Coastal Hills (Fife), 193. 
Coastal Terraces (Fife) and 194. 
Coastal Cliffs 

41.3 Potential for long-term, reversible impacts 
on perceived character of these CCAs and 
their associated coastal LCTs in Fife, 
arising as a result of the construction, 
operation and maintenance, and 
decommissioning of the Proposed 
Development, which may be visible from 
these CCAs and their associated coastal 
LCTs (during very good and excellent 
visibility conditions) and may therefore 
alter their perceived character. Potential 
impacts require further assessment, which 
is undertaken in Table 15.31 and Table 
15.32. 

SA13 East Neuk of 
Fife 

193. Coastal Terraces (Fife) 41.5 

East Lothian    

SA17 Eyebroughty 
to Torness Point 

277. Coastal Margins (Lothians); and 
278. Coastal Terrace (Lothians) 

44.6 Potential for long-term, reversible impacts 
on perceived character of this CCA and its 
associated coastal LCTs in East Lothian, 
arising as a result of the construction, 
operation and maintenance, and 
decommissioning of the Proposed 
Development, which may be visible from 
these CCAs and their associated coastal 
LCTs (during very good and excellent 
visibility conditions) and may therefore 
alter their perceived character. Potential 
impacts require further assessment, which 
is undertaken in Table 15.33. 

Scottish Borders    

SA18 Torness Point 
to St Abbs Head 

110. Coastal Farmland (Borders) 
and 112. Coastal Moorland (Borders)  

38 Potential for long-term, reversible impacts 
on perceived character of these CCAs 
and their associated coastal LCTs in 
Scottish Borders, arising as a result of the 
construction, operation and maintenance, 
and decommissioning of the Proposed 
Development, which may be visible from 
these CCAs and their associated coastal 
LCTs (during very good and excellent 
visibility conditions) and may therefore 
alter their perceived character. Potential 
impacts require further assessment, 
which is undertaken in Table 15.34 to 
Table 15.36. 

SA19 St Abbs Head 
to Eyemouth 

110. Coastal Farmland (Borders) 
and 121. Coastal Valley 

37.5 

SA20 Eyemouth to 
Berwick upon Tweed 

111. Coastal Pasture 

 

38.6 

Northumberland    

SA21 Berwick-upon-
Tweed to Holy Island 
/ MCA23 Rural 
Northumberland and 
Coastal Waters 

4a. Rocky Coastline - North Tweed 
Coast and 5a. Sandy Coastline - 
Holy Island Coast. 

46.5 Potential for long-term, reversible impacts 
on perceived character of these closest 
MCAs, arising as a result of the 
construction, operation and maintenance, 
and decommissioning of the Proposed 

  CCA Receptor Associated Coastal LCT Minimum Distance 
(Proposed 
Development Array 
Area (km)) 

Preliminary Assessment 

MCA23 Rural 
Northumberland and 
Coastal Waters / 
LCT 4b Rocky 
Coastline: Farne 
Islands Coast 

 38.6 Development, which may be visible from 
these MCAs (during very good and 
excellent visibility conditions) and may 
therefore alter their perceived character. 
Potential impacts require further 
assessment, which is undertaken in Table 
15.37 and Table 15.38. 

Considered in preliminary assessment but found to have no likelihood of significant effects 

Aberdeenshire    

SA3 Cove Bay to 
Milton Ness 

11. Fragmented Rocky Coast 47.5 CCA is located at very long distance from 
the Proposed Development, which is also 
located largely behind Seagreen 1 
offshore wind farm in the baseline, 
resulting in low levels of change to the 
existing coastal character. No potential for 
baseline coastal character to be 
significantly affected. 

Angus    

SA8. Arbroath to 
Monifieth 

388. Beaches, Dunes and Links 
(Tayside) 

41.8 CCA is located at long distance from the 
Proposed Development. Parts of the 
coastline are urbanised between Arbroath 
and Carnoustie. Very low lying coast 
around Buddon Ness/Barry Links will have 
low levels of visibility as indicated in the 
ZTV (Figure 15.9). No potential for 
baseline coastal character to be 
significantly affected. 

Fife    

SA9 Dundee 0. Urban 54.1 CCA is located at very long distance from 
the Proposed Development. Much of the 
coastline is urbanised and within the Inner 
Firth of Tay, which will have low levels of 
visibility as indicated in the ZTV ((Figure 
15.9). No potential for baseline coastal 
character to be significantly affected. 

SA10 Inner Firth of 
Tay 

192. Coastal Hills (Fife); 195. 
Coastal Braes. 

57.6 CCA is located at very long distance from 
the Proposed Development. Much of the 
coastline is urbanised and within the Inner 
Firth of Tay, which will have low levels of 
visibility as indicated in the ZTV ((Figure 
15.9). No potential for baseline coastal 
character to be significantly affected. 

SA11 St Andrews 
Bay 

196. Coastal Flats (Fife) 53.4 CCA is located at very long distance from 
the Proposed Development. Very low lying 
coast will have low levels of visibility as 
indicated in the ZTV ((Figure 15.9). No 
potential for baseline coastal character to 
be significantly affected. 

SA14 Kirkcaldy & 
Largo Bay 

196. Coastal Flats (Fife); 185. 
Pronounced Hills and Crags. 

58.4 CCA is located at very long distance from 
the Proposed Development. Coastline is 
oriented westwards, within Firth of Forth 
and is almost entirely outside the ZTV 
((Figure 15.9) due to the intervening 
headland of Elie Ness/Chapel Ness which 
screens views out to the open sea. 

East Lothian    
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  CCA Receptor Associated Coastal LCT Minimum Distance 
(Proposed 
Development Array 
Area (km)) 

Preliminary Assessment 

SA16. Edinburgh to 
Gullane 

278. Coastal Terrace (Lothians) 60.5 CCA is located at very long distance from 
the Proposed Development. Coastline is 
oriented westwards, within Firth of Forth 
and is almost entirely outside the ZTV 
((Figure 15.9) due to the intervening 
headland around North Berwick which 
screens views out to the open sea. 

Northumberland    

MCA25 Farne Deeps No associated coastal LCT 50.2 MCA is located at very long distance from 
the Proposed Development, has low 
visibility and is entirely offshore, such that 
its characteristic sub-sea features are not 
readily perceived from the coastline and 
will not be changed by the Proposed 
Development. 

MCA 26 Berwick 
Bank 

No associated coastal LCT 2.5 MCA is entirely offshore, such that its 
characteristic sub-sea features are not 
readily perceived from the coastline and 
will not be changed by the Proposed 
Development. 

MCA 28 Shallow 
Hole Plain 

No associated coastal LCT 60 MCA is located at very long distance from 
the Proposed Development, on the very 
edge of the SLVIA study area, has low 
visibility and is entirely offshore, such that 
its characteristic sub-sea features are not 
readily perceived from the coastline and 
will not be changed by the Proposed 
Development. 

 

15.11.5. DETAILED ASSESSMENT OF COASTAL CHARACTER 

757. A detailed assessment of the effects of the operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development on 

coastal character is presented in Table 15.27 to Table 15.38 for the regional coastal character areas 

(CCAs) that are identified in the preliminary assessment (Table 15.26) as requiring detailed assessment. 
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Table 15.27: SA4 Montrose Bay CCA 

Baseline characteristics Value Susceptibility Sensitivity Magnitude of Change Significance of Effect 
in EIA Terms 

Maritime 
Influences 

• North and South Esk Rivers. 

• Natural processes strongly influence the 
dynamic form and character of the seascape. 

• Low-lying seascape with horizontal emphasis. 

• Movements of shipping to and from the port at 
Montrose and recreational users of the sea. 

• Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm is visible in the 
seascape setting of the CCA, located at long 
distance approximately 32 km from the coast in 
the offshore environment, its wind turbines will 
occupy a portion of the open sea view, forming 
a clutter of elements on the sea skyline. 

Medium value 

• Designations – There are no 
landscape designations associated 
with this CCA. Heughs of St Cyrus and 
St Cyrus NNR covers the northern part 
of the CCA. Popular place to live, as 
well as a valued destination for visitors, 
tourists and business. 

• Landscape qualities - Northern part of 
the CCA presents a higher quality and 
condition, incorporating an NNR. 
Southern part of the CCA highly 
modified and influenced by 
development in and around Montrose. 
Geometry of coniferous plantations at 
odds with the natural form of the dunes 
and beach. 

• Experiential qualities - Sense of 
naturalness experienced from northern 
extent of the bay. Sense of exposure, 
the presence of the sea, the influence 
of the tides. Strong qualities of 
seclusion and remoteness, with 
contrasts in experience to north and 
south of CCA, all of which contribute to 
the value of the CCA. 

 

 

High susceptibility 

• Landscape context – The CCA is only susceptible 
to changes in perceived character/perceptual 
qualities because of the potential introduction of 
the Proposed Development in the setting of the 
CCA, in sea views experienced from the more 
exposed areas of the CCA.  

• Robustness – Landscape character is indicative of 
the beaches, dunes and links of Tayside, but 
locally unique to Montrose Bay and characteristics 
are very different to that of inland areas. 

• Scale and topography - Medium scale seascape, 
with wide sweep of the bay and flat hinterland, 
which are also contained by Milton Ness to the 
north and Scurdie Ness to the south and backed 
by higher cliffs of St Cyrus to the north. 

• Openness and enclosure - Expansive views out to 
sea and sky from the open beach and dunes, 
coupled with generally east/south easterly aspect, 
results in strong association and exposure to 
changes in the open seascape. Some shelter is 
provided by the enclosing headlands, cliffs, varied 
topography of the dunes and areas of coniferous 
plantation, reducing susceptibility of hinterland 
areas to changes in the sea. 

• Skyline - CCA is susceptible to changes in its 
seascape backdrop, however the simple sea 
skyline is already influenced by the clutter of 
Seagreen 1 offshore wind turbines, which together 
with the large scale and simplicity of offshore 
views, moderate susceptibility. 

• Landmarks - Lighthouse at Scurdie Ness provides 
a focal point and visual “full-stop” at the southern 
end of Montrose Bay. Seagreen 1 offshore wind 
farm provides a visual landmark out to sea. 
Onshore wind turbines and church towers provide 
foci in the inland backdrop. 

• Perceptual qualities - Sense of naturalness 
(northern extent of the bay), exposure and 
qualities of seclusion and remoteness are 
susceptible to changes, however there is a high 
degree of modification to at the southern extent of 
CCA and the offshore environment has been 
modified by the introduction of Seagreen 1 
offshore wind farm and ships coming in and out of 
Montrose. Sense of exposure to the wind would be 
conveyed by the form and function of the Proposed 
Development. Qualities of seclusion and 
remoteness can be reduced in summer due to 
visitor levels and established recreational uses. 

Medium-high sensitivity 

• The sensitivity of SA4 
Montrose Bay is considered 
to be medium-high, 
reflecting that the CCA has 
medium value, and its 
perceived character has 
high susceptibility to 
changes that may occur as a 
result of the Proposed 
Development. 

Medium-low magnitude 

• The physical characteristics of the CCA will 
remain unchanged.  

• The operation and maintenance of the 
Proposed Development may only result in 
changes to the visual aspects of perceived 
character of the CCA, as apparent to people in 
views from parts of the CCA with visibility. 

• The sense of exposure, presence of the sea, 
influence of the tides and sense of naturalness 
of the CCA will fundamentally continue to be 
experienced regardless of the presence of the 
Proposed Development. 

• Visibility from the hinterland is restricted by the 
intervening dunes and areas of coniferous 
plantation. There will be limited change to the 
character of the immediate hinterland. 

• The coastal edge formed by the beach, tops of 
dunes and cliffs to the north form the main 
geographic extent of the CCA that is within the 
ZTV (120-150 wind turbines visible) (Figure 
15.9) where ‘expansive views out to sea and 
sky’ and ‘wide panoramas from the elevated 
points of the dunes out to sea’ will be partially 
changed through the introduction of the 
Proposed Development wind turbines on the 
sea skyline. 

• The Proposed Development array area will 
however be located 44.6 km from the CCA (at 
its closest point) and therefore appear 
relatively small in vertical scale, within a largely 
open seascape, as ‘horizon development’ 
rather than being viewed ‘within’ the CCA, 
which moderates the magnitude of change. 
Expansive views and wide panoramas out to 
sea will remain. 

• The Proposed Development may be perceived 
as contrasting with the perceived naturalness 
experienced to the north of the CCA through 
the introduction of further man-made elements, 
however it relates legibly to the coastal 
exposure and the presence of other a number 
of other man-made elements moderate the 
degree of change. 

• The Proposed Development may affect the 
maritime influences of the CCA in addition to 
Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm, occurring 
partially behind it, but also resulting in some 
further loss of open seascape to the south 
through the addition and spread of further wind 
turbines, which may compete with the sense of 
openness and increase the sense of 
containment in the seas to the south of the 
CCA. 

Not significant 

• Considering all these 
factors, on balance, the 
residual effect on the 
perceived character of 
SA4 Montrose Bay 
CCA and its associated 
coastal LCT - Beaches, 
Dunes and Links 
(Tayside) (388) 
resulting from 
operation and 
maintenance of the 
Proposed 
Development is 
assessed as not 
significant 
(moderate), indirect, 
long-term and 
reversible.  Moderate 
effects on the 
perceived character 
are assessed as not 
significant as they fall 
within the ‘lower’ grey 
area of the matrix 
(indicated in mid-grey 
in Table 15.17) and are 
considered not 
significant primarily 
due to the magnitude of 
change factors 
evaluated, which is 
assessed as medium-
low at worst, given the 
distance of the 
Proposed 
Development over 44.6 
km from the receptor, 
the apparent scale of 
the Proposed 
Development wind 
turbines at this 
distance, their position 
beyond the sea skyline 
and their introduction 
as further elements 
that are already 
characteristic in the 
seascape setting. 

 

Character of 
the coastal 
edge 

• Comprises Montrose Bay, a wide sandy bay 
which extends from the outflow of the River 
South Esk at Montrose beyond the mouth of the 
North Esk. 

• Wide, sandy beach backed by line of dunes and 
grassland. 

• More natural northern extent of the bay with its 
sandy beach and dunes 

Character of 
the 
immediate 
hinterland 

• Hinterland formed by Beaches, Dunes and 
Links (Tayside) LCT (388). 

• Mostly flat agricultural hinterland. 

• Coniferous plantations to the south of the North 
Esk River. 

• Vertical elements are provided by the dunes 
and the cliffs around St Cyrus. 

• Dunes are also a focal feature within the 
seascape, rising above beach and grassland. 

Human 
activity: 
presence or 
absence 

• Southern end of the CCA is largely occupied by 
the town of Montrose.  

• The town has an important commercial port for 
the offshore oil and gas industry and is also 
home to industrial development. 

• Montrose Links and the resort facilities along 
the beachfront. 

• A92 runs through the hinterland. 

• High degree of modification to the seascape at 
the southern extent of this character area. 

Visual 
character: 
views and 
visibility 

• Views within the bay and its immediate 
hinterland are short to medium distance, 
although expansive views out to sea and sky. 

• Contrast in range of views, with wide 
panoramas from the elevated points of dunes 
out to sea, whilst the dunes constrain and direct 
views. 

• Visual aspects of character experienced by a 
wide variety of receptors, from residential areas 
and roads, coastal paths, beaches including 
resort facilities. 
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Table 15.28: SA5 Long Craig 

Baseline characteristics Value Susceptibility Sensitivity Magnitude of Change Significance of Effect 
in EIA Terms 

Maritime 
Influences 

• Rocky headland and associated agricultural 
hinterland that stretches between Scurdie Ness 
in the north and Lunan Bay to the south. 

• Abrupt interface between rocky coast and 
agricultural land increases the perception of the 
sea as a dynamic environment, particularly 
when waves are breaking onto the shoreline.  

• Strong coastal influence, presence of the sea, 
influence of the tides and the expanse of sky.  

• At sea, there are movements of vessels to and 
from the harbour at Montrose. 

• Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm is visible in the 
seascape setting of the CCA, located at long 
distance from the coast in the offshore 
environment, its wind turbines will occupy a 
portion of the open sea view, forming a clutter 
of elements on the sea skyline. 

Medium value 

• Designations – There are no 
landscape designations associated 
with this CCA. Historic landscapes at 
Craig House and Dunninald Castle 
GDLs are located close to the west. 

• Landscape qualities - Medium to good 
quality/condition seascape. Landscape 
qualities derive from abrupt interface 
between sea, rocky coast and 
agricultural land, and the 
distinctiveness of historic fishing 
villages around natural harbours with 
clusters of locally sourced stone 
buildings in the cliff setting.  

• Experiential qualities – sense of 
exposure, presence of the sea, tides, 
expanse of sky and rocky coastline 
lend a sense of naturalness at the 
coastal edge contribute to the value of 
the CCA, but sense of remoteness 
diminished by productive farming 
pattern up to the coast. Elevation of cliff 
edge imparts a windswept and 
exposed character.  

 

 

Medium susceptibility 

• Landscape context – The CCA is only susceptible 
to changes in perceived character/perceptual 
qualities because of the potential introduction of 
the Proposed Development in the setting of the 
CCA, in sea views experienced from the more 
exposed areas of the CCA. 

• Robustness – Relatively robust character with 
large scale, open nature with expansive views of 
the North Sea, coupled with the relatively simple 
pattern of the seascape. Landscape character is 
typical of the Cliffs and Rocky Coast of Angus, but 
characteristics are very different to that of inland 
areas. 

• Scale and topography – Although a small unit in 
physical extent, this is a large-scale seascape with 
a coastline of promontories, low cliffs and a rocky 
shoreline with open views out to the North Sea and 
along the coastline. 

• Openness and enclosure – East/south easterly 
aspect, with view out to sea due east from the 
coastline. A relatively exposed seascape with a 
lack of shelter and minimal tree cover, which 
further enhances perception of exposure. 

• Skyline - CCA is susceptible to changes in its 
seascape backdrop, however the simple sea 
skyline is already influenced by the clutter of 
Seagreen 1 offshore wind turbines, which together 
with the large scale and simplicity of offshore 
views, moderate susceptibility. 

• Landmarks - Simple seascape with few focal 
points. The rocky shoreline itself is a focal feature 
of the coast and Scurdie Ness Lighthouse forms a 
notable landmark. 

• Perceptual qualities - Agricultural land extends up 
to, or very close to, the coastal edge, which means 
that the CCA does not possess a strong sense of 
remoteness. Lack of large-scale built 
development, agricultural landscape, grassland 
and rocky coast lends a sense of naturalness at 
the coastal edge. Elevation of cliff edge imparts a 
windswept and exposed character. 

Medium sensitivity 
The sensitivity of SA5 Long 
Craig is considered to be 
medium, reflecting that the 
CCA has medium value, and 
its perceived character has 
medium susceptibility to 
changes that may occur as a 
result of the Proposed 
Development. 

Medium-low magnitude 

• The physical characteristics of the CCA will 
remain unchanged.  

• The operation and maintenance of the 
Proposed Development may only result in 
changes to the visual aspects of perceived 
character of the CCA, as apparent to people in 
views from parts of the CCA with visibility. 

• The sense of exposure, presence of the sea, 
tides, expanse of sky and rocky coastline that 
lend a sense of naturalness will fundamentally 
continue to be experienced regardless of the 
presence of the Proposed Development. 

• The cliff tops of the coastal edge and its 
agricultural hinterland form the main 
geographic extent of the CCA that is within the 
ZTV (151-179 wind turbines visible) (Figure 
15.9) where ‘wide and open panoramas’ with 
‘principle focus out to open water’ ‘will be 
partially changed through the introduction of 
the Proposed Development wind turbines on 
the sea skyline. 

• The Proposed Development array area will 
however be located 42.5 km from the CCA (at 
its closest point) and therefore appear 
relatively small vertical scale, within a large 
scale, open and expansive seascape, as 
‘horizon development’ rather than being 
viewed ‘within’ the CCA, which moderates the 
magnitude of change. Expansive offshore 
views will remain and panoramas inland and 
along the headland north and south will be 
unchanged. 

• The Proposed Development may be perceived 
as contrasting with the sense of naturalness 
experienced along the rocky coast, through the 
introduction of further man-made elements, 
however it relates legibly to the windswept and 
exposed character, and to the baseline wind 
farm influence, which moderate the degree of 
change. 

• The Proposed Development may affect the 
maritime influences of the CCA in addition to 
Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm, resulting in 
some further loss of open seascape to the 
south through the addition and spread of 
further wind turbines on the skyline forming a 
southwards extension of Seagreen 1 offshore 
wind farm. 

Not significant 

• Considering all these 
factors, on balance, the 
residual effect on the 
perceived character of 
SA5 Long Craig CCA 
and its associated 
coastal LCT - Cliffs and 
Rocky Coast (Tayside) 
(389) resulting from 
operation and 
maintenance of the 
Proposed 
Development is 
assessed as not 
significant 
(moderate/minor), 
indirect, long-term and 
reversible.  

• Not significant effects 
on perceived character 
of Craig House GDL, 
which is outside the 
ZTV and will 
experience zero 
change.  

• Not significant effects 
on Dunninald Castle 
GDL, which is 
extensively screened 
within the core area of 
the GDL around 
Dunninald Castle and 
Gardens by woodland, 
which screens views 
towards the Proposed 
Development from the 
GDL. 
 

 

Character of 
the coastal 
edge 

• Locally complex indented coastline defined by 
modest scale cliffs, inlets, bays and reefs. 

• A low-lying headland with a rocky foreshore. 

• Rocky shoreline, most of which is covered at 
high tide, contrasts with agricultural hinterland. 

• South of Usan, the coastal edge gains in height 
with steep grass slopes. 

Character of 
the 
immediate 
hinterland 

• Hinterland formed by Cliffs and Rocky Coast 
(Tayside) LCT (389). 

• Gently sloping agricultural hinterland extending 
in places up to the coastline, with sparse tree 
cover and scattered farmsteads. 

• The landward component of this seascape unit 
is gently sloping and low-lying with a strong 
horizontal emphasis. 

Human 
activity: 
presence or 
absence 

• Dundee – Aberdeen railway line defining 
western extent. 

• Settlement is confined to scattered farmsteads 
and the remains of old fishing villages. 

• Local traffic on the network of minor roads. 

• Development in and around Montrose affects 
the setting of this CCA, particularly around 
Ferryden on the south side of the harbour. 

Visual 
character: 
views and 
visibility 

• From the coastline, views out to sea are due 
east. From Scurdie Ness, views also look north 
along the sandy beach of Montrose Bay. 

• Where local topography allows, views inland 
extend towards the Grampian foothills. 

• Views are wide and open panoramas inland, 
with the principle focus out to open water and 
along the headland to the north and south. 

• Visual aspects of seascape character will be 
experienced mainly from minor roads and the 
train line, giving varied and changing views of 
the coast, and farmsteads with direct views. 
Access to base of cliffs is limited. 
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Table 15.29: SA6 Lunan Bay CCA 

Baseline characteristics Value Susceptibility Sensitivity Magnitude of Change Significance of Effect 
in EIA Terms 

Maritime 
Influences 

• Lunan Bay is formed by a broad sandy beach 
between Boddin Point and the Lang Craig. 

• Lunan Water empties into the sea in the middle 
of the bay. 

• Traditional salmon fishing using nets staked 
into the sand. 

• Movement related to recreational activities 
taking place in the sea and on the beach. 

• Dynamic coastal process of erosion affect the 
cliffs and dunes.  

• Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm will be visible in 
the seascape setting of the CCA, located at 
long distance approximately 35 km from the 
coast in the offshore environment, its wind 
turbines will occupy a portion of the open sea 
view, forming a clutter of elements on the sea 
skyline. 

Medium-high value 

• Designations – There are no 
designations within this character area 
although Dunninald Castle GDL lies 
just to the north. Lunan Bay is a well-
known and popular beach, which 
attracts year-round recreational use by 
sightseers, walkers, horse-riders, 
bathers and surfers 

• Landscape qualities – Good quality 
seascape unit. Aside from areas 
subject to pressure from visitors, it is 
also in good condition. 

• Experiential qualities - general lack of 
development increases the sense of 
naturalness experienced, enhanced by 
the experience of dunes, waves and 
wind that also contribute to the sense 
of a dynamic environment, and 
contribute to the value of the CCA. 

 

 

High susceptibility 

• Landscape context – The CCA is only susceptible 
to changes in perceived character/perceptual 
qualities because of the potential introduction of 
the Proposed Development in the setting of the 
CCA, in sea views experienced from the more 
exposed areas of the CCA.  

• Robustness – Landscape character is indicative of 
the beaches, dunes and links of Tayside, but 
locally unique to Lunan Bay, with characteristics 
that are very different to that of inland areas and 
have a degree of fragility due to the coastal 
processes, visitor pressure and lack of 
development in the coastal zone. 

• Scale and topography - Medium to large scale 
seascape, with simple form centred on the shallow 
arc of the sandy bay, framed by rocky headlands. 

• Openness and enclosure – Expansive views out to 
sea from the bay, but the headlands to north and 
south, together with the slopes at the rear of the 
beach provide a sense of enclosure and shelter 
compared to the adjacent rocky coastline. The bay 
is east-facing and views from the headlands 
generally north from Ethie Haven and south-
easterly from Boddin. 

• Skyline - CCA is susceptible to changes in its 
seascape backdrop that may contribute to 
containment/enclosure of the bay, however the 
simple sea skyline is already influenced by the 
clutter of Seagreen 1 offshore wind turbines, which 
together with the large scale and simplicity of 
offshore views, moderate susceptibility. 

• Landmarks - There are few natural foci aside from 
the beach and dunes themselves which form a 
striking contrast to the fields behind. The ruin of 
Red Castle is a prominent local landmark and the 
Grampian foothills form a distant inland backdrop.  

• Perceptual qualities - Although neither remote nor 
unmodified, Lunan Bay has remained relatively 
undeveloped with very few tourism facilities 
despite its popularity with recreational users. This 
lack of development increases the sense of 
naturalness experienced from the dune system 
and rocky headlands. Activities associated with 
the waves and wind increase the sense of the 
coast as a dynamic environment. 

High sensitivity 
The sensitivity of SA6 Lunan 
Bay is considered to be high, 
reflecting that the CCA has 
medium-high value, and its 
perceived character has high 
susceptibility to changes that 
may occur as a result of the 
Proposed Development. 

Medium-low magnitude 

• The physical characteristics of the CCA will 
remain unchanged.  

• The operation and maintenance of the 
Proposed Development may only result in 
changes to the visual aspects of perceived 
character of the CCA, as apparent to people in 
views from parts of the CCA with visibility. 

• The sense of naturalness, shelter, presence of 
the sea and sense of dynamism of the CCA will 
fundamentally continue to be experienced 
regardless of the presence of the Proposed 
Development. 

• Visibility from the hinterland is restricted by the 
intervening dunes and areas of woodland 
shelter belt, limiting the change to the 
character of the CCAs hinterland. 

• The coastal edge formed by the beach, tops of 
dunes and cliffs to the north form the main 
geographic extent of the CCA that is within the 
ZTV (151-179 wind turbines visible) (Figure 
15.9) where ‘expansive views out to sea’ in the 
east facing aspect will be partially changed 
through the introduction of the Proposed 
Development wind turbines on the sea skyline. 

• The Proposed Development array area will 
however be located 41.5 km from the CCA (at 
its closest point) and therefore appear 
relatively small in vertical scale, within a 
medium to large scale, open seascape beyond 
the broad confines of Lunan Bay. The 
Proposed Development may be viewed as 
‘horizon development’ rather than being 
viewed ‘within’ the CCA, which moderates the 
magnitude of change. Expansive offshore 
views will remain, while views inland and along 
the coast will be unchanged. 

• The Proposed Development may be perceived 
as contrasting with the perceived naturalness 
experienced through the introduction of further 
man-made elements, however it relates legibly 
to the dynamism of the waves and wind, and to 
the baseline wind farm influence, which 
moderate the degree of change. 

• The Proposed Development may affect the 
maritime influences of the CCA in addition to 
Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm, resulting in 
some further loss of open seascape to the 
south through the addition and spread of 
further wind turbines on the skyline forming a 
southwards extension of Seagreen 1 offshore 
wind farm, increasing the sense of 
containment in the seas to the south of the 
CCA. 

Not significant 

• Considering all these 
factors, on balance, the 
residual effect on the 
perceived character of 
SA6 Lunan Bay CCA and 
its associated coastal 
LCT - Beaches, Dunes 
and Links (Tayside) 
(388) resulting from 
operation and 
maintenance of the 
Proposed Development 
is assessed as not 
significant (moderate), 
indirect, long-term and 
reversible. Moderate 
effects on the perceived 
character are assessed 
as not significant 
primarily due to the 
magnitude of change 
factors evaluated, which 
is assessed as medium-
low at worst, given the 
distance of the Proposed 
Development over 41.5 
km from the receptor, the 
apparent scale of the 
Proposed Development 
wind turbines at this 
distance, their position 
beyond the sea skyline 
and their introduction as 
further elements that are 
already characteristic in 
the seascape setting. 

• Not significant effects on 
perceived character of 
Dunninald Castle GDL, 
which is extensively 
screened within the core 
of the GDL around 
Dunninald Castle and 
Gardens by woodland, 
which screens views 
towards the Proposed 
Development. 

Character of 
the coastal 
edge 

• Wide sandy beach, backed by dunes and 
framed by low cliffs to the north and south. 

• Dune system is particularly notable to the north 
of Lunan Water, part of Beaches, Dunes and 
Links (Tayside) (388). 

• Rocky headlands to the north and south.  

• Headland to the south is relatively low-lying, but 
the cliffs of Rickle Craig to the north are higher, 
sloping down to the harbour at Boddin and 
promontory of Boddin Point. 

Character of 
the 
immediate 
hinterland 

• Agricultural hinterland is flat or gently sloping 
lending the area a strong horizontal emphasis 

• The dunes and steep grass slopes to the rear 
of the bay give way to a relatively undeveloped 
hinterland comprising a flat or gently sloping 
agricultural landscape of mostly regular fields 
divided by hedgerows. 

• Woodland and shelter belts around Lunan. 

Human 
activity: 
presence or 
absence 

• Well visited by recreational users all year round 
but particularly during the summer. 

• Extensive cultural heritage including the 
remains of a 15th Century tower at Red Castle 
overlooking Lunan Water and the beach. 

• No settlement in this character area apart from 
the small village of Lunan, one or two 
farmsteads and isolated houses. 

• Traffic movements on the surrounding minor 
roads, by both visitors and local residents. 

Visual 
character: 
views and 
visibility 

• Views out to sea from the bay are expansive. 

• There are views inland and along the coast from 
within the agricultural hinterland. 

• Views experienced by a range of recreational 
users, as well as local residents, and the A92 
coastal tourist route and main railway line which 
pass relatively closely and have views towards 
the bay. 
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Table 15.30: SA7 Long Craig to Deil’s Head CCA 

Baseline characteristics Value Susceptibility Sensitivity Magnitude of Change Significance of Effect 
in EIA Terms 

Maritime 
Influences 

• Comprises a continuous stretch of sea cliffs 
reaching up to 50 m and associated rocky 
coastline between Lang Craig and Whiting 
Ness at the edge of Arbroath. 

• Small, narrow shingle beaches located on the 
rock platform at Auchmithie, Carlingheugh Bay 
and Castlesea Bay. 

• Coastline important for conservation including 
large colonies of breeding seabirds on the cliffs, 
and geological interest.  

• Some movement on the sea from occasional 
ships and boats. 

• Cliffs are subject to erosion by wave action. 

• Seagreen 1 and Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind 
farms will be visible in the seascape setting of 
the CCA, located at long distance from the 
coast in the offshore environment, their wind 
turbines will occupy a portion of the open sea 
view, forming a clutter of elements on the sea 
skyline. 

Medium value 

• Designations – There are no 
landscape designations within this 
character area. The southern parts of 
the CCA near Arbroath are popular for 
recreation. It attracts both locals and 
visitors for its views, cultural heritage 
and bird watching interest. The shingle 
beach at Auchmithie is also popular for 
recreational use. 

• Landscape qualities - High quality 
seascape unit with a wealth of natural 
features and dramatic, rugged feel to 
the coastal edge. The agricultural 
hinterland is in good condition. 
Landscape qualities derive from abrupt 
interface between sea, old red 
sandstone cliffs and agricultural land, 
and complex form/smaller scale details 
of the coastal edge. 

• Experiential qualities - Sense of 
exposure, the presence of the sea, the 
influence of the tides and the expanse 
of sky contribute to the value of the 
CCA, along with some sense of 
remoteness to the north of the CCA 
and naturalness of the rugged cliffs. 

 

 

Medium susceptibility 

• Landscape context – The CCA is only susceptible 
to changes in perceived character/perceptual 
qualities because of the potential introduction of 
the Proposed Development in the setting of the 
CCA, in sea views experienced from the more 
exposed areas of the CCA.  

• Robustness – Relatively robust character with 
large scale, open nature with expansive views of 
the North Sea, however some complexity in form 
of a rocky foreshore and cliffs, with different 
character than that of inland areas. 

• Scale and topography - Large scale seascape with 
expansive views from the cliff top edge out to the 
North Sea, contrasting with varied, distinctive 
coastal edge that has smaller scale detail including 
bays, inlets and small coves. 

• Openness and enclosure - Generally east to south 
easterly facing onto the open sea. From the 
coastal edge and cliff tops this seascape unit feels 
exposed due to the expansiveness of the sea and 
lack of shelter. Inland this sense of exposure is 
diminished around areas of woodland and 
shelterbelt planting. 

• Skyline - CCA is susceptible to changes in its 
seascape backdrop, however the simple sea 
skyline is already influenced by the clutter of 
Seagreen 1 and Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind 
turbines, which together with the large scale and 
simplicity of offshore views, moderate 
susceptibility. 

• Landmarks – Lacks natural focal points, aside 
from areas of woodland and shelterbelt planting 
around farm buildings. In views along the 
coastline, the cliffs also act as foci, drawing the eye 
with the sudden dramatic change in level between 
fields and sea. 

• Perceptual qualities - CCA feels more remote than 
similar CCAs along other parts of the coast due its 
distance from transport routes, however the 
southern part of the CCA is accessible from 
Arbroath and partly urbanised. Sense of 
naturalness derived from elevation and rugged 
character of cliffs, however the intensively 
managed farmland abutting the coastline 
moderates this sense of naturalness. 

Medium sensitivity 
The sensitivity of SA7 Long 
Craig to Deil’s Head is 
considered to be medium, 
reflecting that the CCA has 
medium value, and its 
perceived character has 
medium susceptibility to 
changes that may occur as a 
result of the Proposed 
Development. 

Medium-low magnitude 

• The physical characteristics of the CCA will 
remain unchanged.  

• The operation and maintenance of the 
Proposed Development may only result in 
changes to the visual aspects of perceived 
character of the CCA, as apparent to people in 
views from parts of the CCA with visibility. 

• The sense of exposure, presence of the sea, 
tides, expanse of sky and rugged coastline that 
lend a sense of naturalness will fundamentally 
continue to be experienced regardless of the 
presence of the Proposed Development. 

• The cliff tops of the coastal edge and its 
agricultural hinterland form the main 
geographic extent of the CCA that is within the 
ZTV (151-179 wind turbines visible) (Figure 
15.9) where ‘expansive views from the cliff top 
edge out to the North Sea’ ‘will be partially 
changed through the introduction of the 
Proposed Development wind turbines on the 
sea skyline. 

• The Proposed Development array area will 
however be located 40.0 km from the CCA (at 
its closest point) and therefore appear 
relatively small vertical scale, within a large 
scale, open and expansive seascape, as 
‘horizon development’ rather than being 
viewed ‘within’ the CCA, which moderates the 
magnitude of change. Expansive offshore 
views will remain and views inland to the west 
will be unchanged. 

• The Proposed Development may be perceived 
as contrasting with the sense of naturalness 
experienced along the rocky coast, through the 
introduction of further man-made elements, 
however it relates legibly to the windswept and 
exposed character, and to the baseline wind 
farm influence, which moderate the degree of 
change. 

• The Proposed Development may extend the 
influence of Seagreen 1 and Neart na Gaoithe 
offshore wind farms in the baseline, increasing 
the lateral spread of development on the sea 
skyline and resulting in further loss of open 
seascape between Seagreen 1 and Neart na 
Gaoithe. 

 

Not significant 

• Considering all these 
factors, on balance, the 
residual effect on the 
perceived character of 
SA7 Long Craig to 
Deil’s Head CCA and 
its associated coastal 
LCT - Cliffs and Rocky 
Coast (Tayside) LCT 
(389) resulting from 
operation and 
maintenance of the 
Proposed 
Development is 
assessed as not 
significant 
(moderate/minor), 
indirect, long-term and 
reversible.  

Character of 
the coastal 
edge 

• Old Red Sandstone cliffs display a series of 
erosion features including stacks, blowholes, 
caves, wave cut platforms and arches. 

• Limited areas of grassland at the top of cliffs 
supporting rare plant species. 

• Abrupt land sea interface with narrow, linear 
coastline defined by modest scale cliffs. 

Character of 
the 
immediate 
hinterland 

• Hinterland formed by Cliffs and Rocky Coast 
(Tayside) LCT (389). 

• Gently sloping agricultural hinterland 
contrasting strongly with rocky coastline and 
cliffs, with a strong horizontal emphasis. 

• Sloped hinterland generally slopes gently 
towards the coastal edge. 

Human 
activity: 
presence or 
absence 

• The only settlement within this CCA is the 
former fishing village of Auchmithie and there 
are scattered individual farmsteads. 

• The predominant land use is agricultural. 

• Vehicular movement on the network of minor 
roads linking farms and settlements. 

Visual 
character: 
views and 
visibility 

• From farmland areas at the top and behind the 
cliffs there are views inland to the west. 

• Recreational activity is limited to the coastal 
footpaths and beach at Auchmithie. 

• Generally experienced from the network of 
minor roads connecting farmsteads and small 
settlements, as well as from coastal paths on 
the cliff top edge, particularly north of Arbroath. 
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Table 15.31: SA12 St Andrews to Fife Ness CCA (including St Andrews to Fife Ness LLA) 

Baseline characteristics Value Susceptibility Sensitivity Magnitude of Change Significance of Effect 
in EIA Terms 

Maritime 
Influences 

• Comprises the rocky coastline and low cliffs 
stretching for approximately 15 km between St 
Andrews and Fife Ness. 

• Range of coastal processes and wave action. 

• Large ships are often visible offshore. 

• Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm will be 
visible in the seascape setting of the CCA, 
occupying a portion of the sea views along the 
coast and panorama from Fife Ness, forming a 
prominent offshore wind farm element 
approximately 15.6 km from Fife Ness. The 
Seagreen 1 wind turbines will be barely 
perceptible. 

High value 

• Designations – Coastline forms the 
basis of the St Andrews to Fife Ness 
Local Landscape Area (LLA), 
indicating that it is highly valued locally. 
The designation review statement (Fife 
Council, 2009) describes the St 
Andrews to Fife Ness LLA as: 

• ‘Extensive area of largely undeveloped 
coast, punctuated by small 
settlements’. 

• ‘Open landscape which rolls down to 
the coastal edge and the expansive 
seaward views contribute a particular 
character and quality to this landscape, 
typical of the east coast’. 

• ‘An intricate landscape with a rugged 
coastal edge comprising numerous 
incisions and promontories and 
visually isolated from the coastal 
landscape inland. These features 
combine to provide a landscape of 
some scenic quality’. 

• ‘…an important area for recreation and 
enjoyment. The historic settlements… 
and policy influences… provide 
cultural heritage… and there is a 
strong relationship between the 
settlements and landscape’. 

• Landscape qualities - Coastal edge 
has a high quality relating to a diverse 
range of characteristic features such 
as the cliffs, rock platforms and small, 
sandy coves. Field boundaries and 
buildings of the hinterland often in poor 
condition. Inherent attributes of the 
seascape setting have already been 
changed by the presence of Neart na 
Gaoithe at closer proximity. 

• Experiential qualities - Contrasting 
landscape experiences contribute to 
the value of the CCA, often depending 
on weather conditions and whether 
looking out to sea from a sheltered or 
exposed position. Strong winds off the 
North Sea can make it very rough and 
noisy, while it is often a harmonious, 
calm and quiet landscape in favourable 
weather. 

High susceptibility 

• Landscape context – The CCA is only susceptible 
to changes in perceived character/perceptual 
qualities because of the potential introduction of 
the Proposed Development in the setting of the 
CCA, in sea views experienced from the more 
exposed areas of the CCA.  

• Robustness – Although the coastal edge has 
some robustness its open and exposed cliff top 
locations, there is also a wealth of smaller scale 
detail along the coast and the historic town of St 
Andrews and its setting is distinctive. The 
hinterland of Coastal Terraces and Coastal Hills 
are common in Fife, however the narrow strip of 
coastal cliffs is distinctive. 

• Scale and topography - Medium to large scale 
seascape with a high degree of openness in 
clifftop areas. Wealth of finer detail within the 
coastal edge including a number of smaller scale 
sheltered coves and inlets. Indented coastal edge 
marked by low cliffs, rocky platforms and the 
occasional sandy bay. 

• Openness and enclosure - Open and exposed 
coastline, with little shelter apart from the narrow 
wooded dens and areas of shelterbelt planting. 
Simple form comprising relatively straight but 
aspect is predominantly north easterly, away from 
the Proposed Development array area, however, 
from Fife Ness there are also views to the east, 
and south across the Firth of Forth. 

• Skyline - CCA is susceptible to changes in its 
seascape backdrop, however the simple sea 
skyline is already influenced by the clutter of Neart 
na Gaoithe offshore wind turbines, which together 
with the large scale and simplicity of offshore 
views, moderate susceptibility. 

• Landmarks - Relatively simple character and 
composition, with a general lack of prominent 
natural focal points, such that the coastal edge and 
sea itself become foci. Landmark buildings of St 
Andrews. 

• Perceptual qualities – Coastal edge in particular 
has a strong sense of naturalness with its rocky 
outcrops and wave-cut platforms. Although not 
remote physically, the sense of remoteness may 
be heightened along the coast as much of it is only 
accessible on foot. This is tempered by the 
proximity of urban development and the A917 and 
the intensive agricultural of the hinterland. 
Dynamic nature of the seascape may be 
heightened in certain weather conditions. 

High sensitivity 
The sensitivity of SA12 St 
Andrews to Fife Ness is 
considered to be high, 
reflecting that the CCA has 
high value, and its perceived 
character has high 
susceptibility to changes that 
may occur as a result of the 
Proposed Development. 

Low magnitude 

• The physical characteristics of the CCA will 
remain unchanged.  

• The operation and maintenance of the 
Proposed Development may only result in 
changes to the visual aspects of perceived 
character of the CCA, as apparent to people in 
views from parts of the CCA with visibility. 

• The sense of exposure, presence of sea, 
contrasting experience and sense of 
naturalness will fundamentally continue to be 
experienced regardless of the presence of the 
Proposed Development. 

• The cliff tops of the coastal edge and its 
immediate agricultural hinterland form the 
main geographic extent of the CCA that is 
within the ZTV (151-179 wind turbines visible) 
(Figure 15.9) where ‘Large scale, open views 
of the sea‘, often obliquely along the coastline, 
and ‘extensive views from Fife Ness’ will be 
partially changed through the introduction of 
the Proposed Development wind turbines on 
the sea skyline. 

• The Proposed Development array area will 
however be located 41.3 km from the CCA (at 
its closest point) and therefore appear 
relatively small vertical scale, within a large 
scale, open and expansive seascape, as 
‘horizon development’ rather than being 
viewed ‘within’ the CCA, which moderates the 
magnitude of change. The Proposed 
Development is also oblique to the north-
easterly aspect of the CCA. Extensive offshore 
views will remain and long views north will be 
unchanged. 

• The Proposed Development will largely be 
subsumed behind Neart na Gaoithe offshore 
wind farm in views from the coastline of this 
CCA and LLA, contributing only to an increase 
in the density of wind turbines where they 
overlap and a very narrow increase in lateral 
spread to the north of Neart na Gaoithe, in 
which the majority of the open sea skyline to 
the north will be retained and remain 
unaffected.  

• The Proposed Development may be perceived 
as contrasting with the sense of naturalness 
experienced along the rocky coast, through the 
introduction of further man-made elements, 
however it relates legibly to the windswept and 
exposed character, and to the baseline wind 
farm influence, which moderate the degree of 
change. 

Not significant 

• Considering all these 
factors, on balance, the 
residual effect on the 
perceived character of 
SA12 St Andrews to 
Fife Ness CCA, its 
associated coastal 
LCTs – Coastal Hills 
(Fife) (192), Coastal 
Terraces (Fife) (193) 
and Coastal Cliffs 
(194), and the St 
Andrews to Fife Ness 
LLA, resulting from 
operation and 
maintenance of the 
Proposed 
Development is 
assessed as not 
significant 
(moderate/minor), 
indirect, long-term and 
reversible. The effect of 
the Proposed 
Development on the 
Special Qualities of the 
St Andrews to Fife 
Ness LLA is assessed 
as not significant, as 
the ‘largely 
undeveloped coast 
punctuated by small 
settlement’, ‘open 
landscape which rolls 
to the coastal edge’ 
and ‘intricate and 
rugged coastal edge’ 
will all fundamentally 
continue to be 
experienced despite 
the presence of the 
Proposed 
Development in the 
‘expansive seaward 
views’, which will 
continue to define the 
character and quality of 
the coast.  

 

Character of 
the coastal 
edge 

• Diverse coastal edge comprising small sandy 
bays, extensive wave-cut rock platforms, low 
cliffs and narrow, wooded dens. 

• Small rocky headlands of Buddo Ness and 
Kinkell Ness. 

• Coastal edge partially formed by Coastal Cliffs 
LCT (194) to the east of St Andrews. This 
narrow strip of rocky cliffs or very steep, grassy 
coastal braes above the shoreline at St 
Andrews are distinctive. 

Character of 
the 
immediate 
hinterland 

• Hinterland formed by Coastal Hills (Fife) LCT 
(192) and Coastal Terraces (Fife) LCT (193). 

• Gently undulating agricultural landscape slopes 
down to coastal edge. 

• Strong horizontal emphasis to the landform. 

• The agricultural landscape has a simple pattern 
of geometrical fields and predominantly linear 
shelterbelt planting. 

Human 
activity: 
presence or 
absence 

• Historic settlement and landmark buildings of St 
Andrews. 

• St Andrews is the only significant area of 
settlement, which is visible in views along the 
coast to the north. 

• Small villages at Boarhills and Kingbarns and 
scattered farms and individual houses. 

• Vehicular movement around St Andrews, A917 
and minor roads, golf courses. 

Visual 
character: 
views and 
visibility 

• Large scale, open views of the sea and sky. 

• Long views north are afforded to the long low 
coastline to the north of the Tay estuary. 

• Headland at Fife Ness provides more extensive 
views across the seascape. 

• Intermittent views of the sea from the 
hinterland, with the proximity of the sea an 
underlying perception. 

• Experienced by both residents, visitors to St 
Andrews, tourist routes (A917) and Fife Coastal 
Path. 
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Table 15.32: SA13 East Neuk of Fife CCA (including East Neuk LLA) 

Baseline characteristics Value Susceptibility Sensitivity Magnitude of Change Significance of Effect 
in EIA Terms 

Maritime 
Influences 

• The coast of the East Neuk of Fife, from the 
headland of Fife Ness in the east to Chapel 
Ness near Earlsferry. 

• At sea large ships are often visible and activity 
from smaller fishing and shipping vessels are 
particularly noticeable and characteristic 
around the small harbours. 

• The harbours lend a sense of a close maritime 
connection between the settled coast and sea. 

• Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm will be 
visible in the seascape setting of the CCA, 
occupying a portion of the sea views eastwards 
along the coast and in the panorama from Fife 
Ness, forming a prominent offshore wind farm 
element. The Seagreen 1 wind turbines will 
generally not be visible from the south-east 
facing coastline. 

High value 

• Designations – Coastline forms the 
basis of the East Neuk LLA, indicating 
that it is highly valued locally. The 
designation review statement (Fife 
Council, 2009) describes the East 
Neuk LLA as: 

• ‘Defined by the relationship between 
settlement, coast and surrounding 
landscape. The Forth is particularly 
wide and open at this point, with 
extensive seaward views from the 
coast, and this is combined with the 
comparatively open character of the 
farmland landscape. The coastal edge 
at Elie and Kincraig is more varied and 
intricate in character with promontories 
and sandy bays. 

• The coastal path provides a key 
access route along the coastal edge 
and is important for recreation and 
enjoyment. Historic villages…provide 
an important cultural heritage. The 
relationship between settlements, 
coast and landscape is particularly 
important in contributing to the 
settlement setting. 

• The coastal edge itself and relationship 
with the Forth provides some natural 
character which contrasts with the 
intensively managed farmland. 

• Landscape qualities - The quality and 
condition of the CCA is medium to 
high. There is limited development 
outwith the settlements, with the 
exception of the airfield at Fife Ness. 
The overall quality and condition of the 
agricultural farmland and links abutting 
is generally good. Caravan parks and 
small-scale development effect the 
character locally. 

• Experiential qualities - Contrasting 
landscape experiences contribute to 
the value of the CCA, often depending 
on outlook to the sea from a sheltered 
position within the fishing villages or 
exposed positions along the Fife 
Coastal Path. The area is settled with 
a limited sense of naturalness, but 
there is a palpable maritime connection 
between the settled coast and sea, 
contributing to in the distinctiveness 
and value of the coast. 

Medium susceptibility 

• Landscape context – The CCA is only 
susceptible to changes in perceived 
character/perceptual qualities because of 
the potential introduction of the Proposed 
Development in the setting of the CCA, in 
sea views experienced from the more 
exposed areas of the CCA.  

• Robustness – Although the coastal edge 
has some robustness its open and exposed 
cliff top locations, the East Neuk of Fife is 
regionally distinctive through its fishing 
villages, maritime connections, sheltered 
harbours and bays, and smaller scale detail 
along the coast. The hinterland of Coastal 
Terraces is common in Fife. 

• Scale and topography - Medium to large 
scale coastal area, enclosed to the south 
by the Lothian coast but increasingly open 
views to the east and at Fife Ness. 

• Openness and enclosure - An exposed 
coast facing predominantly south-
southeast, with little variation along the 
relatively straight coastline. There is a 
greater sense of exposure to the east, 
particularly on the prominent headland of 
Fife Ness. This becomes reduced further 
west along the coast, as the Firth of Forth 
becomes gradually more enclosed. 

• Skyline - The outlook of this coast is 
generally to the southeast, towards the 
Lothian coast, oblique to the open seas to 
the east and the outlook is often focused 
within the harbours, moderating 
susceptibility. Other areas have a wider 
outlook to the open sea skyline, with the 
Isle of May a prominent feature. 

• Landmarks - The Isle of May is a prominent 
and constant feature in seaward views 
across the firth, with distant views to North 
Berwick Law and the Lothian coast and the 
Lammermuir Hills beyond. Lighthouses 
and sea walls are features of the harbours. 

• Perceptual qualities - The area is settled 
with a limited sense of naturalness 
however, it is not heavily modified by 
development, with arable farmland and 
small settlements at the coastal edge. 
Strong maritime connection between the 
settled coast and sea, contributing to in the 
distinctiveness and qualities of the coast. 

Medium-high sensitivity 
The sensitivity of SA13 East 
Neuk of Fife is considered to be 
medium-high, reflecting that the 
CCA has high value, and its 
perceived character has medium 
susceptibility to changes that 
may occur as a result of the 
Proposed Development. 

Low magnitude 

• The physical characteristics of the CCA will remain 
unchanged.  

• The operation and maintenance of the Proposed 
Development may only result in changes to the 
visual aspects of perceived character of the CCA, as 
apparent to people in views from parts of the CCA 
with visibility. 

• The contrasting experience afforded by the sense of 
exposure to the sea and experience of shelter of the 
harbours will fundamentally continue to be 
experienced regardless of the presence of the 
Proposed Development. The area is settled with a 
limited sense of naturalness, which would not be 
changed. 

• The cliff tops of the coastal edge between Fife Ness, 
Crail and Anstruther and its immediate hinterland 
form the main geographic extent of the CCA that is 
within the ZTV (151-179 wind turbines visible) 
(Figure 15.9) where ‘wide and extensive views out 
across the Firth of Forth and to the open sea to the 
east’, will be partially changed through the 
introduction of the Proposed Development wind 
turbines on the sea skyline.  

• The Proposed Development array area will however 
be located 41.5 km from the CCA (at its closest 
point) and therefore appear relatively small vertical 
scale, within a large scale, open and expansive 
seascape from this eastern part of the CCA, as 
‘horizon development’ rather than being viewed 
‘within’ the CCA, moderating magnitude of change.  

• The Proposed Development will be viewed oblique 
to the south-easterly aspect of the CCA oriented 
across the Firth, appearing in oblique views 
eastwards along the coast towards the landmark of 
the Isle of May. Views out across the Firth of Forth 
will remain unchanged because of the oblique 
position of the Proposed Development. 

• The Proposed Development will largely be 
subsumed behind Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind 
farm in views from the coastline of this CCA and 
LLA, contributing only to an increase in the density 
of wind turbines where they overlap and a very 
narrow increase in lateral spread of Neart na 
Gaoithe, in which the majority of the open sea 
skyline will be retained and remain unaffected. The 
changes resulting from the Proposed Development 
are primarily as a result of the increased density and 
slight lateral extension of the wind farm influence on 
the sea skyline between Neart na Gaoithe and the 
Isle of May. 

Not significant 

• Considering all these 
factors, on balance, the 
residual effect on the 
perceived character of 
SA13 East Neuk of Fife 
CCA, its associated 
coastal LCT - Coastal 
Terraces (Fife) (193) 
and the East Neuk LLA 
resulting from 
operation and 
maintenance of the 
Proposed 
Development is 
assessed as not 
significant 
(moderate/minor), 
indirect, long-term and 
reversible. The effect of 
the Proposed 
Development on the 
Special Qualities of the 
East Neuk LLA is 
assessed as not 
significant, as the ‘the 
relationship between 
settlement, coast and 
surrounding 
landscape, the 
‘extensive seaward 
views from the coast’ 
and ‘natural character’ 
will all fundamentally 
continue to be 
experienced despite 
the presence of the 
Proposed 
Development and will 
continue to define the 
character and quality of 
the coast. 

 

Character of 
the coastal 
edge 

• Rocky coastline and shingle beaches, generally 
low lying, but with distinctive red sandstone 
cliffs. 

• Rocky foreshore of exposed igneous rock 
platforms and caves, with small headlands, low 
cliffs and sheltered bays around Earlsferry and 
Elie. 

Character of 
the 
immediate 
hinterland 

• Hinterland formed by Coastal Terraces (Fife) 
LCT (193). 

• A hinterland of open, gently undulating 
farmland extends down to the rocky shoreline. 

• The A917 road has some influence on the 
character of the hinterland within the area. 

Human 
activity: 
presence or 
absence 

• Small areas of settlement are dispersed 
regularly along the coast, generally small 
villages with harbours, including Crail, 
Piteenweem, and Anstruther. 

• These are attractive fishing villages with a 
distinctive vernacular, centred on busy 
harbours, fronting the sea and with historic 
maritime associations. 

• Individual farmsteads and dwellings scattered 
along the coast, following the A917 coastal road 
and other minor roads inland. 

• Caravan and camping sites and golf courses 
are features along the coastal edge. 

Visual 
character: 
views and 
visibility 

• Wide and extensive views out across the Firth 
of Forth and to the open sea to the east, often 
across narrow margins of arable farmland. 

• Views inland are limited and focused out across 
the Firth of Forth. 

• Experienced by residents within the villages, 
scattered farmsteads, long sections of the fife 
Coastal Path and A917 scenic coastal route. 
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Table 15.33: SA17 Eyebroughty to Torness Point (including Tantallon Coast, Belhaven Bay and Dunbar to Barns Ness SLAs) 

Baseline characteristics Value Susceptibility Sensitivity Magnitude of Change Significance of Effect 
in EIA Terms 

Maritime 
Influences 

• CCA extends between headlands at North 
Berwick and Torness Point. 

• A number of small islands stand offshore, the 
most prominent being the volcanic Bass Rock. 

• Extensive tidal reach of the beaches results in 
a calm sea, however where rocks are present 
the power of the waves is evident. 

• Movement from tanker ships at sea and marine 
recreation activities around beaches. 

• Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm will be 
visible in the seascape setting of the CCA, 
occupying a portion of the sea views north-
eastwards and a notable offshore wind farm 
element. 

Medium-high value 

• Designations –There are designed 
landscapes at Tyninghame and 
Broxmouth Park GDLs. The coastline 
is also highly valued for recreational 
use and tourism and includes John 
Muir Country Park. Coastline forms 
part of several LLAs including North 
Berwick Law, Tantallon Coast, 
Belhaven Bay and Dunbar to Barns 
Ness LLAs, indicating that it is highly 
valued locally. The SLA SPG (East 
Lothian Council, 2018) describes these 
SLAs as follows: 

• Tantallon Coast SLA - distinctive Bass 
Rock….is widely visible and 
recognisable. It rises abruptly from the 
sea and is white from hosting the 
largest gannetry in the world. Coastal 
cliffs, particularly around Tantallon 
where they are topped by the ruin of 
Tantallon Castle, are a significant 
landscape feature, and the castle an 
important landmark and attraction with 
spectacular views over the Firth of 
Forth, out to Bass Rock and the other 
islands along the coast. The relative 
remoteness, wildness and naturalness 
of much of this section of coast, due in 
part to the wide coastal skies and lack 
of artificial elements. 

• Belhaven Bay SLA – ‘Tantallon Coast, 
Belhaven Bay and Dunbar to Barns 
Ness. Recreation, both informal and 
formal is a key quality of this area. The 
wide Tyne estuary is typical of East 
Lothian and eastern Scotland. 
Belhaven Bay is a wide expanse of 
sandy beach backed by dunes, with 
considerable recreational value. 
Distinctive harbours included Dunbar 
Harbour formed in a natural inlet into 
the rock. The red cliffs and rock 
formations of Dunbar are dramatic due 
to their varied form. The rocky 
headland of St Baldred’s Castle 
affording fine views out to sea. Large 
agricultural fields and plantation 
coniferous woodland fringing the 
estuary. Long distance views out to the 
open sea, along the coast. Diverse 
historic environment with coherent 
landscape of World War remains’.  

• Dunbar to Barns Ness SLA – ‘dramatic 
landscape with complex and rugged 
elements. Relatively undeveloped 

Medium susceptibility 

• Landscape context – The CCA is only susceptible 
to changes in perceived character/perceptual 
qualities because of the potential introduction of 
the Proposed Development in the setting of the 
CCA, in sea views experienced from the more 
exposed areas of the CCA.  

• Robustness – Relatively robust character with 
openness and wide expanse of sea, an attribute 
which may accommodate larger scale 
development when diminished in scale relative to 
the expanse of water.    

• Scale and topography – Large-scale coastline, 
generally open and allowing long views both 
seaward and along the coast. Unifying influence is 
the form of the relatively linear coastline with open 
beaches.  

• Openness and enclosure - The low-lying nature of 
the coast does not provide enclosure except in 
occasional areas of higher cliffs. The hinterland is 
relatively open with areas of containment around 
urban areas. Coastline faces north-east, with 
limited variation. It is an open seascape, but 
generally low lying, and often feels sheltered, with 
higher levels of exposure around rocky headlands 
and larger beaches. 

• Skyline - The outlook of this coast is generally to 
the north-east, out to the simple North Sea skyline, 
but to the north of the CCA around North Berwick 
views are directed north across the Firth to Fife, 
being less open and extensive, due to the 
enclosure of the landscape backdrop. The islands 
of Fidra, Lamb, Craigleith and Bass Rock increase 
complexity and form focal points. 

• Landmarks - Natural and man-made features to 
provide prominent landmarks, including Bass 
Rock and North Berwick Law to the north, the 
Cement Works at Dunbar, Torness Power Station 
and wind turbines on the inland backdrop of the 
Lammermuir Hills. 

• Perceptual qualities - Farmed and settled nature of 
the hinterland detracts from the perceptual 
qualities, as does the influence of industrial 
development (such as Torness Power Station), 
particularly where development adjoins the coast. 
Level of modification is reduced in areas where 
some separation is available between coast and 
land. Dynamic and audible sense of the sea along 
the coast, where exposed to the power of the 
waves. Some sense of isolation can be gained 
along the coast where there are fewer human 
influences and there a strong sense of space 
experienced on the sandy beaches. 

Medium-high to medium 
sensitivity 
The sensitivity of SA17 
Eyebroughty to Torness Point 
is considered to be medium-
high between Eyebroughty 
and Belhaven Bay; reducing to 
medium between Dunbar and 
Torness Point, reflecting the 
increased influence of urban 
development, major transport 
infrastructure and industrial 
development (such as Torness 
Power Station and cement 
works) along the section 
between Dunbar and Torness 
Point, where the character is 
less sensitive to changes that 
may occur as a result of the 
Proposed Development. 

Medium-low magnitude 

• The physical characteristics of the CCA will 
remain unchanged.  

• Proposed Development may only result in 
changes to the visual aspects of perceived 
character of the CCA, as apparent to people in 
views from parts of the CCA with visibility. 

• The contrasting landscape experience 
afforded by combination of the 
developed/industrialised coastline together 
with exposure to the sea, sense of isolation, 
naturalness and space will fundamentally 
continue to be experienced regardless of the 
presence of the Proposed Development.  

• The cliff tops of the coastal edge and beaches 
between North Berwick, Tantallon, Belhaven 
Bay, Dunbar and Torness, form the main 
geographic extent of the CCA that is within the 
ZTV (151-179 wind turbines visible) (Figure 
15.9) where ‘extensive views’ out to the open 
North Sea, will be partially changed through 
the introduction of the Proposed Development 
wind turbines on the sea skyline. Visibility from 
the agricultural hinterland is more restricted 
where there is screening by landform and 
woodland cover. 

• The Proposed Development array area will 
however be located 44.6 km from the CCA (at 
its closest point) and therefore appear 
relatively small vertical scale, within a large 
scale, open and expansive seascape from this 
eastern part of the CCA, as ‘horizon 
development’ rather than being viewed ‘within’ 
the CCA, moderating magnitude of change.  

• The Proposed Development will be viewed 
oblique to the northerly aspect of the northern 
part of the CCA, oriented across the Firth to the 
East Neuk, appearing in oblique views 
eastwards, but in the backdrop to distinctive 
landmarks such as Bass Rock. 

• The Proposed Development will be viewed as 
being partially subsumed behind Neart na 
Gaoithe offshore wind farm, which decreases 
the magnitude of change. The changes 
resulting from the Proposed Development are 
primarily as a result of the extension of the 
wind farm influence on the sea skyline, 
resulting in a southwards extension of the wind 
farm developed skyline, and further loss of 
open seascape. 

Not significant 

• Considering all these 
factors, on balance, the 
residual effect on the 
perceived character of 
SA17 Eyebroughty to 
Torness Point, its 
associated coastal LCT 
– Coastal Terrace 
(278) and Coastal 
Margins (277), and the 
LLAs covering the 
coastline (Tantallon 
Coast, Belhaven Bay 
and Dunbar to Barns 
Ness), resulting from 
operation and 
maintenance of the 
Proposed 
Development is 
assessed as not 
significant (moderate 
to moderate/minor), 
indirect, long-term and 
reversible, varying 
according to the 
sensitivity of the 
baseline character, but 
being not significant 
(moderate) based on 
the worst-case 
sensitivity. The effect of 
the Proposed 
Development on the 
Special Qualities of the 
Tantallon Coast, 
Belhaven Bay and 
Dunbar to Barns Ness 
SLA is assessed as not 
significant as the 
special qualities of 
these SLAs will all 
fundamentally continue 
to be experienced 
despite the presence of 
the Proposed 
Development and will 
continue to define to 
the character and 
quality of the coast. 

• Not significant effects 
on perceived character 
of Tyninghame GDL 
which is low lying and 
extensively screened 
within the core area of 

Character of 
the coastal 
edge 

• Diversity of coastal scenery and habitats. 

• Generally low-lying coast, with alternation of 
rocky headlands and sandy pocket bays. 

• Headlands often comprise large areas of rocks 
which only occasionally rise up into the cliffs 
such as those around Tantallon. 

• Beaches range from small pockets of sand to 
the broad estuarine sands of Belhaven Bay, 
where a substantial dune system has built up. 

• Rounded headlands at Dunbar bounded by 
extensive rocky cliffs. 

Character of 
the 
immediate 
hinterland 

• Hinterland formed by Coastal Terrace 
(Lothians) LCT (278) and Coastal Margins 
(Lothians) LCT (278). 

• Coast is backed by relatively unfragmented 
agricultural hinterland. 

• The arable farmland, often wooded, quickly 
reduces the sense of coastal exposure which is 
only felt at the coastal edge. 

Human 
activity: 
presence or 
absence 

• Relatively densely settled by the towns of 
Dunbar and North Berwick. 

• Major localised visual impacts of cement works 
and Torness Power Station. 

• Scattered farmsteads and dwellings along a 
network of major and minor roads inland. 

• Popular recreational coast, with caravan sites 
prominent, as well as golf courses. 

• Transport routes form linear features, including 
the A1 and East Coast Main Line. 

Visual 
character: 
views and 
visibility 

• Visibility splays defined by headlands at North 
Berwick and Torness Point. 

• Extensive views due to relatively flat terrain. 

• Views look across to Fife Ness and the East 
Neuk, with the Isle of May in the foreground. 

• Experienced by a range of users including 
residents, people travelling on main transport 
routes, visitors to the sea fronts of North 
Berwick and Dunbar, beaches, recreational 
routes (John Muir Way) and specific viewpoints 
(North Berwick Law). 
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Baseline characteristics Value Susceptibility Sensitivity Magnitude of Change Significance of Effect 
in EIA Terms 

nature of the rocky coastline and 
separation from the land by low rocky 
cliffs. Uninterrupted, undeveloped 
views out to sea. Significant fossil 
beach make the shoreline unique. 
Good public access including the John 
Muir Way, yet limited built recreation 
facilities and fewer visitors. Barns Ness 
lighthouse is a feature of the area’. 

• Landscape qualities - The 
distinctiveness and space afforded by 
beaches around North Berwick, 
Seacliff and Belhaven Bay are qualities 
that are highly valued.  The quality and 
condition are however medium to low, 
due to the extent of existing 
development, industrialised coastline, 
urbanisation around the main 
settlements, transport infrastructure 
and busy shipping lanes, which provide 
a developed character and detract 
from the inherent landscape qualities.  

• Experiential qualities - Contrasting 
landscape experiences both contribute 
and detract from the value of the CCA. 
Experiential qualities of exposure to 
the sea, a sense of isolation, 
naturalness and space can all be 
experienced particularly from the 
sandy beaches, rocky headlands and 
intertidal areas, however the modified 
influence of urban, transport and 
industrial development is never far 
away and can detract from the 
perception of these qualities. 

the GDL around 
Tyninghame House by 
plantation woodland 
(Links Wood and 
Brownrig Wood) which 
screen views towards 
the Proposed 
Development from the 
GDL, with effects 
limited to the coastal 
edges of the GDL at 
Ravensheugh Sands 
where there will be low 
magnitude of change 
(as assessed from 
Viewpoint 9).  

• Not significant effects 
on Broxmouth Park 
GDL, which is 
extensively screened 
within the core area of 
the GDL around 
Broxmouth House and 
Gardens by woodland, 
which screens views 
towards the Proposed 
Development from the 
GDL, with effects 
limited to the coastal 
edges of the GDL at 
Dunbar Golf Course, 
West Links and The 
Vaults where there will 
be a medium-low 
magnitude of change 
(as assessed from 
Viewpoint 10). 
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Table 15.34: SA18 Torness Point to St Abbs Head (including Thorntonloch to Dunglass Coast SLA and Berwickshire Coast SLA) 

Baseline characteristics Value Susceptibility Sensitivity Magnitude of Change Significance of Effect 
in EIA Terms 

Maritime 
Influences 

• CCA extends between Torness Point in the 
north to St Abb’s Head to the south. 

• Existing marine based activities consist of boats 
in harbours and ships at sea. 

• Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm will be 
visible in the seascape setting of the CCA, 
occupying a portion of the sea views north-
eastwards and a notable offshore wind farm 
element. 

High value 

• Designations –There is a designed 
landscape at Dunglass GDL. Fast 
Castle is located on the coast along 
with several other National Trust 
properties. The Berwickshire Coast 
forms the only part of the Scottish 
Borders with coastline, which 
heightens its value. Coastline forms 
the key component of the Thorntonloch 
to Dunglass Coast SLA (East Lothian) 
and Berwickshire Coast LLA (Scottish 
Borders). The SLA SPG (East Lothian 
Council, 2018) describes the 
Thorntonloch to Dunglass Coast SLA 
as follows: 

• Thorntonloch to Dunglass Coast SLA - 
‘dramatic coastal scenery and coastal 
agricultural land with incised gullies. It 
also provides the setting for Torness 
Power Station. Geological differences 
create variety along the coastline with 
the harder volcanic rocks producing a 
more resistant coastline of 
promontories, low cliffs and rocky 
shoreline. Beach at Thorntonloch is 
spectacular though less busy. Sheer 
gorges where Bilsdean and Dunglass 
burns join the sea. Inland area is a 
raised beach, relict from higher sea 
levels. Contrasts in colour and form. 
Torness Power Station sits between 
well cultivated fields and the wide seas 
and sky. Attractive elements within the 
built environment. Recreation is 
important to the area, with good 
access. Views include wide views out 
to sea and along the coast, and down 
to St Abbs from Torness and the cliff 
top path’.  

• The designation review statement 
(Scottish Borders Council, 2012) 
describes the Berwickshire Coast SLA 
as follows: – ‘covers the rocky 
coastline of the Borders. Although 
untypical of the wider Borders 
landscape, this stretch of cliffs and 
bays represents one of the most 
dramatic sections of Scotland’s east 
coast. Around Cockburnspath the 
coast is dramatic and wild, expansive 

and exciting. The steeply‐sloping 
landform results in a pleasing, 
occasionally secluded landscape with 
attractive colours. Coldingham Moor is 
wild and rugged, and of very high 

Medium susceptibility 

• Landscape context – The CCA is only susceptible 
to changes in perceived character/perceptual 
qualities because of the potential introduction of 
the Proposed Development in the setting of the 
CCA, in sea views experienced from the more 
exposed areas of the CCA.   

• Robustness – Rugged coastline comprising cliffs 
creates a unifying influence along the coast. 
Relatively rare landscape resource as the only part 
of the Borders with a seascape setting. Relatively 
large-scale seascape and linear coastline reduces 
susceptibility, although wind turbines may visually 
compete with the strong foci of cliffs. 

• Scale and topography – Generally elevated, but 
with a transition between the hill slopes of the 
Lammermuir hills and the coast. Towards the 
coast the terrain opens out into a broad, gently 
undulating plain elevated along the coastline. At 
the coast the land drops away, in some place 
steeply to cliffs with an indented rocky shoreline, 
which result in elevated views out to the sea. 

• Openness and enclosure – Largely open and 
exposed with expansive views along the coastline 
and over the horizon of the North Sea. Localised 
enclosure such as moors and small-scale 
settlement, create a more intimate and contained 
character. Pocket beach at Pease Sands provides 
accessible enclosure. St Abbs Head is particularly 
exposed and windswept. 

• Skyline - Coastline faces north-east, with limited 
variation and the outlook is generally to the simple 
North Sea skyline. 

• Landmarks - Localised focus of the headlands at 
St Abbs and Fast Castle Head are prominent 
features creating a degree of indentation. 

• Perceptual qualities - Busy transport routes on 
land and sea, with the presence of large tanker 
ships, gives a modified feel although the presence 
of small traditional settlements and a strong rural 
hinterland counters this impression. High cliffs, 
moorland and sparse settlement of St Abb’s Head 
has a more naturalistic character. Sense of 
ruggedness, naturalness and remoteness along 
the shoreline and atmosphere of tranquillity within 
the hinterland. Sense of isolation to the north of St 
Abb’s Head. 

Medium-high sensitivity 
The sensitivity of SA18 
Torness Point to St Abbs Head 
is considered to be medium, 
reflecting that the CCA has 
high value, and its perceived 
character has medium 
susceptibility to changes that 
may occur as a result of the 
Proposed Development. 

Medium magnitude 

• The physical characteristics of the CCA will 
remain unchanged.  

• The operation and maintenance of the 
Proposed Development may only result in 
changes to the visual aspects of perceived 
character of the CCA, as apparent to people in 
views from parts of the CCA with visibility. 

• The contrasting landscape experience 
afforded by the combination of development 
influences together with exposure, remoteness 
and naturalness along the shoreline/cliff tops 
will fundamentally continue to be experienced 
regardless of the presence of the Proposed 
Development.  

• The cliff tops of the coastal edge between 
Torness Point and St Abbs Head and 
immediate hinterland, form the main 
geographic extent of the CCA that is within the 
ZTV (151-179 wind turbines visible) (Figure 
15.9) where ‘expansive views’ and ‘dramatic 
distant views over the Rugged Coast’ out to the 
open North Sea, will be partially changed 
through the introduction of the Proposed 
Development wind turbines on the sea skyline. 
Visibility from the agricultural hinterland is 
more restricted where there is screening by 
landform and woodland cover.  

• The Proposed Development array area will 
however be located 38.0 km from the CCA (at 
its closest point) and therefore appear 
relatively moderate in vertical scale, with a 
relatively wide lateral spread, within a large 
scale, open and expansive seascape. Due to 
the elevation of the coastline, it is viewed 
‘within’ the seascape (rather than over the 
horizon), increasing the magnitude of change.  

• The Proposed Development will be viewed in 
the context of Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind 
farm, forming an additional and clearly 
separate wind farm influence on the sea 
skyline to the south of Neart na Gaoithe, 
resulting in a further loss of open seascape. 

• The Proposed Development will relate to the 
perception of exposure but may conflict with 
the scale and character of the dramatic coastal 
edge. 

 

Significant 

• Considering all these 
factors, on balance, the 
residual effect on the 
perceived character of 
SA18 Torness Point to 
St Abbs Head, its 
associated coastal LCT 
- Coastal Farmland 
(Lothian) (110) and 
Coastal Moorland 
(Borders) (112) and 
Berwickshire Coast 
LLA resulting from 
operation and 
maintenance of the 
Proposed 
Development is 
assessed as 
significant 
(moderate), indirect, 
long-term and 
reversible. The effect of 
the Proposed 
Development is 
assessed as significant 
on the special quality of 
‘wide views out to sea’, 
however due to its 
position offshore, it 
avoids the ‘dramatic 
coastal scenery’, the 
‘rocky coastline’ and 
‘stretch of cliffs and 
bays’ in ‘views along 
the coast',  and the 
‘wild, expansive and 
exciting’ will 
fundamentally continue 
to be experienced 
despite the presence of 
the Proposed 
Development and will 
continue to define to 
the character and 
quality of the coast. 

• Moderate effects are 
assessed as significant 
on the perceived 
character as they fall 
within the ‘upper’ grey 
area of the matrix 
(indicated in mid-grey 
in Table 15.17) and are 
considered significant 
primarily due the 

Character of 
the coastal 
edge 

• A landscape with a barren, exposed character 
and dramatic open views. 

• Coastline formed by high, near vertical cliffs 
carved into strongly-folded resistant 
sedimentary rocks, with pocket beach at Pease 
Bay. 

Character of 
the 
immediate 
hinterland 

• Hinterland formed by Coastal Farmland 
(Lothian) (110) and Coastal Moorland (Borders) 
(112). 

• Land and cover dominated by arable and 
pastoral fields of varying size, field boundaries 
of mature thorn hedges with occasional 
hedgerow trees on lower ground. 

• Gorse and other scrub common on steep 
slopes and exposed locations. 

• Hinterland is influenced by wind farms at 
Penmansheil/Coldingham Moor. 

Human 
activity: 
presence or 
absence 

• Settlement is concentrated in a sheltered 
location inland at Cockburnspath.  

• Dispersed farmsteads along minor roads. 

• Tourism has a strong influence, with caravan 
sites prominent, particularly around the beach 
at Pease Sands.   

• Traversed by the A1107. The busy A1 road and 
the East Coast Main Line are inland. 

Visual 
character: 
views and 
visibility 

• Expansive views from the elevated, exposed 
coastline which has dramatic distant views 
along the rugged coast towards East Lothian 
and over the horizon of the North Sea. 

• Panoramic views from St Abb’s Head. 

• Experienced from the Berwickshire Coastal 
Path transport routes, major rail and road 
routes, settlement and from beaches and 
generally in the context of activity. 
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Baseline characteristics Value Susceptibility Sensitivity Magnitude of Change Significance of Effect 
in EIA Terms 

scenic quality, with distinctive rocky 
outcrops and long views to Fife. The 
elevated coastal moorland is unique 
along the Scottish east coast. 
Coldingham Bay is very attractive, and 
the surrounding cliff features make for 
a distinctive section of coast. The bay 
itself is a tranquil, calm environment in 
comparison with the wilder seas 
around St Abbs. Important coastal 
landmarks include St Abbs Head and 
Siccar Point. Dramatic cliffs continue 
south of Eyemouth, though the A1 has 
a greater influence in this area. The 
valued coastal landscape is well used 
for recreation. A continuous coastal 
footpath now links East Lothian and 
Berwick. 

• Landscape qualities – The exposed 
character and degree of remoteness of 
the elevated coastline and distinctive 
carved sedimentary cliffs and rocks are 
qualities are highly valued. The quality 
and condition are moderated by 
tourism influences, nearby onshore 
wind farms and Torness Power 
Station.  

• Experiential qualities - Contrasting 
landscape experiences both contribute 
and detract from the value of the CCA. 
Experiential qualities of exposure, 
remoteness and naturalness along the 
shoreline/cliff tops contrasts however 
the modified influences of urban, 
transport and industrial development 
detract from the perception of these 
qualities. 

combination of the 
medium magnitude of 
change assessed (in 
comparison to the 
medium-low 
magnitude at other 
receptors with not 
significant 
(moderate) effects) 
and the sensitivity of 
the more remote and 
less developed 
sections of this 
coastline, its elevation 
affording longer range 
views down over the 
Proposed 
Development, together 
with its closer proximity 
and wider HFoV 
without a strong 
influence of Neart na 
Gaoithe in the 
baseline.   

• Not significant effects 
on perceived character 
of Dunglass GDL, 
which is extensively 
screened within the 
core area of the GDL 
by a combination of 
woodland around 
Dunglass Dean and 
Bilsdean Burn, and 
intervening features 
such as the A1/ECML, 
which screens views 
towards the Proposed 
Development from 
much of the GDL, with 
effects limited to the 
northern edges of the 
GDL where there will 
be a medium-low 
magnitude of change 
(as assessed from the 
nearest viewpoint at 
Cove (Viewpoint 12)). 
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Table 15.35: SA19 St Abbs Head to Eyemouth (including the Berwickshire Coast SLA) 

Baseline characteristics Value Susceptibility Sensitivity Magnitude of Change Significance of Effect in 
EIA Terms 

Maritime 
Influences 

• CCA extends between St Abb’s Head in the 
north to Eyemouth in the south. 

• Extensive tidal reach of the beaches emphasise 
the dynamic experience of the sea. 

• Dynamic character is also reflected where the 
coast is exposed to the power of the waves. 

• Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm will be 
visible in the seascape setting of the CCA, 
occupying a portion of the sea views north-
eastwards and a notable offshore wind farm 
element. 

High value 

• Designations –There is a designed 
landscape at Netherbyres GDL. Fast Castle 
is located on the coast along with several 
other National Trust properties. The 
Berwickshire Coast forms the only part of 
the Scottish Borders with coastline, which 
heightens its value. Coastline forms the key 
component of the Berwickshire Coast SLA. 
The designation review statement (Scottish 
Borders Council, 2012) describes the 
Berwickshire Coast SLA as follows: – 
‘covers the rocky coastline of the Borders. 
Although untypical of the wider Borders 
landscape, this stretch of cliffs and bays 
represents one of the most dramatic 
sections of Scotland’s east coast. Around 
Cockburnspath the coast is dramatic and 
wild, expansive and exciting. The steeply‐
sloping landform results in a pleasing, 
occasionally secluded landscape with 
attractive colours. Coldingham Moor is wild 
and rugged, and of very high scenic quality, 
with distinctive rocky outcrops and long 
views to Fife. The elevated coastal moorland 
is unique along the Scottish east coast. 
Coldingham Bay is very attractive, and the 
surrounding cliff features make for a 
distinctive section of coast. The bay itself is 
a tranquil, calm environment in comparison 
with the wilder seas around St Abbs. 
Important coastal landmarks include St 
Abbs Head and Siccar Point. Dramatic cliffs 
continue south of Eyemouth, though the A1 
has a greater influence in this area. The 
valued coastal landscape is well used for 
recreation. A continuous coastal footpath 
now links East Lothian and Berwick. 

• Landscape qualities - The exposed 
character and degree of remoteness of the 
elevated coastline, particularly around St 
Abb’s Head, and its distinctive sedimentary 
cliffs and rocks are highly valued. The 
quality and condition are generally high but 
moderated in some areas by tourism and 
transport influences.  

• Experiential qualities - Barren, exposed 
character and dramatic open views, with St 
Abb’s Head particularly exposed, windswept 
and more remote than other sections of the 
coast further south around Eyemouth. 
Dynamic experience of the coast and seas 
is particularly evident around St Abb’s Head. 

High susceptibility 

• Landscape context – The CCA is only 
susceptible to changes in perceived 
character/perceptual qualities because of 
the potential introduction of the Proposed 
Development in the setting of the CCA, in 
sea views experienced from the more 
exposed areas of the CCA.  

• Robustness – Existing development and 
transport infrastructure already give a 
localised development character in places. 
Wind energy development would relate to 
the perception of exposure but may conflict 
with the scale of the dramatic coastal edge. 

• Scale and topography - Generally elevated, 
the topography is characterised in inland 
areas by a rugged, strongly undulating 
landform with strong slopes, hillocks and 
gently contrasting sloping areas. At the 
coast the land drops away steeply to cliffs 
with a rocky shoreline below. 

• Openness and enclosure - Rugged, 
exposed and dramatic coastline and has 
distant views along the shoreline and over 
the North Sea. Fairly exposed due to 
openness and lack of shelter provided by 
landform. St Abbs is particularly exposed 
and windswept with inland areas of the 
coastline slightly more sheltered.    

• Skyline - The coastline which faces east 
turns inland between the headlands at St 
Abb’s Head and Eyemouth. CCA is 
susceptible to changes in its seascape 
backdrop, however the sea skyline is 
simple and large scale. 

• Landmarks - Localised focus of the 
headlands at St Abbs and Eyemouth along 
a unified rugged coastline. Turbines may 
visually compete with the strong foci of the 
high cliffs at St Abb’s Head. 

• Perceptual qualities - Busy transport routes 
on land and sea gives a modified feel 
although the presence of small traditional 
settlements and a strong rural hinterland 
counters this impression.  The high cliffs, 
moorland and sparseness of St Abb’s Head 
has a more naturalistic character. St Abb’s 
Head has more exposed, windswept and 
remote qualities than other sections of the 
coast, where the dynamism of the seas is 
particularly evident. 

High sensitivity 
The sensitivity of SA19 St 
Abbs Head to Eyemouth is 
considered to be high, 
reflecting that the CCA has 
high value, and its 
perceived character has 
high susceptibility to 
changes that may occur as 
a result of the Proposed 
Development. 

Medium magnitude 

• The physical characteristics of the CCA will 
remain unchanged.  

• The operation and maintenance of the 
Proposed Development may only result in 
changes to the visual aspects of perceived 
character of the CCA, as apparent to people in 
views from parts of the CCA with visibility. 

• The contrasting landscape experience 
afforded by combination of the development 
influences together with exposure, remoteness 
and naturalness along the shoreline/cliff tops 
will fundamentally continue to be experienced 
regardless of the presence of the Proposed 
Development.  

• The cliff tops of the coastal edge between St 
Abbs Head and Eyemouth and its immediate 
hinterland, form the main geographic extent of 
the CCA that is within the ZTV (151-179 wind 
turbines visible) (Figure 15.9) where 
‘panoramic views’ and ‘distant views over the 
North Sea’, will be partially changed through 
the introduction of the Proposed Development 
wind turbines on the sea skyline. Visibility from 
the agricultural hinterland is more restricted 
where there is screening by landform and 
woodland cover.  

• The Proposed Development array area will 
however be located 37.5 km from the CCA (at 
its closest point) and therefore appear 
relatively moderate in vertical scale, with a 
relatively wide lateral spread, within a large 
scale, open and expansive seascape. Due to 
the elevation of the coastline, it is viewed 
‘within’ the seascape (rather than over the 
horizon), increasing the magnitude of change.  

• The Proposed Development will be viewed in 
the context of Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind 
farm, forming an additional and clearly 
separate wind farm influence on the sea 
skyline to the south of Neart na Gaoithe, 
resulting in a further loss of open seascape. 

• The Proposed Development will relate to the 
perception of exposure but may conflict with 
the scale and character of the dramatic coastal 
edge. 

Significant 

• Considering all these 
factors, on balance, the 
residual effect on the 
perceived character of SA19 
St Abbs Head to Eyemouth, 
its associated coastal LCT - 
Coastal Farmland (Lothian) 
(110), coastal edges of the 
Coastal Valley LCT (121) 
and Berwickshire Coast LLA 
resulting from operation and 
maintenance of the 
Proposed Development is 
assessed as significant 
(major/moderate), indirect, 
long-term and reversible. 
The effect of the Proposed 
Development is assessed as 
significant on the special 
quality of ‘wide views out to 
sea’, however due to its 
position offshore, it avoids 
the ‘dramatic coastal 
scenery’, the ‘rocky 
coastline’ and ‘stretch of 
cliffs and bays’ in ‘views 
along the coast',  and the 
‘wild, expansive and 
exciting’ will fundamentally 
continue to be experienced 
despite the presence of the 
Proposed Development and 
will continue to define to the 
character and quality of the 
coast. 

• Not significant effects on 
perceived character of 
Netherbyres GDL, which is 
largely outside the ZTV or 
within areas of low 
theoretical visibility and is 
extensively screened within 
the core area of the GDL by 
a combination of woodland 
and intervening urban areas 
of Eyemouth. 

 

Character of 
the coastal 
edge 

• Diverse coastal landscape of rugged sea cliffs. 

• Barren, exposed character and dramatic open 
views enclosed by the significant headland to 
the North Sea. 

• Coastal edge rises to the isolated volcanic cliffs 
at St Abb’s Head, frequented by tourists and 
solely accessible via footpaths 

• The sheltered pocket beach of Coldingham Bay 
is set into the strongly folded cliffs. 

Character of 
the 
immediate 
hinterland 

• Hinterland formed primarily by Coastal 
Farmland (Lothian) (110) and partially by 
Coastal Valley (121). 

• Large rolling countryside inland, with wooded 
areas and widely dispersed farmsteads along 
minor roads. 

Human 
activity: 
presence or 
absence 

• Settlement sited at the coast in sheltered folds 
and valleys inland at Coldingham and at the 
harbours edge at Eyemouth and St Abbs. 

• Transport corridors occupy elevated locations 
along the clifftops. 

• Scattered farmsteads and dwellings along a 
network of major and minor roads. 

• Tourism has a strong influence, with caravan 
sites prominent.   

• Traversed by the A1107 near to the coast. The 
A1 and main East Coast rail line run close to the 
coast south of Eyemouth.  

Visual 
character: 
views and 
visibility 

• St Abb’s Head provides views out to the North 
Sea and Ramfauds south of Eyemouth 
containing views south.   

• Panoramic views from the more remote St 
Abb’s Head. 

• Distant views along the shoreline and over the 
North Sea. Inland hills tend to limit views. 

• Berwickshire Coast Path runs alongside the 
coast between St Abb’s Head and Eyemouth. 

• Experienced from transport corridors, major rail 
and road routes, settlement, Coldingham beach 
and the Berwickshire Coastal Path. 
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Table 15.36: SA20 Eyemouth to Berwick upon Tweed (including the Berwickshire Coast SLA) 

Baseline characteristics Value Susceptibility Sensitivity Magnitude of Change Significance of Effect 
in EIA Terms 

Maritime 
Influences 

• CCA extends between Eyemouth and Berwick-
upon-Tweed. 

• Dynamic character is reflected where the coast 
is exposed to the power of the waves. 

• Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm will be 
visible in the seascape setting from the 
headland at Eyemouth but is less visible moving 
south as the headland at Eyemouth contains 
views north. 

Medium-high value 

• Designations – Netherbyres and Ayton 
Castle GDL are also located nearby. The 
Berwickshire Coast forms the only part of the 
Scottish Borders with coastline, which 
heightens its value. Coastline forms the key 
component of the Berwickshire Coast LLA. 
The designation review statement (Scottish 
Borders Council, 2012) describes the 
Berwickshire Coast SLA as follows: – 
‘covers the rocky coastline of the Borders. 
Although untypical of the wider Borders 
landscape, this stretch of cliffs and bays 
represents one of the most dramatic 
sections of Scotland’s east coast. Around 
Cockburnspath the coast is dramatic and 
wild, expansive and exciting. The steeply‐
sloping landform results in a pleasing, 
occasionally secluded landscape with 
attractive colours. Coldingham Moor is wild 
and rugged, and of very high scenic quality, 
with distinctive rocky outcrops and long 
views to Fife. The elevated coastal moorland 
is unique along the Scottish east coast. 
Coldingham Bay is very attractive, and the 
surrounding cliff features make for a 
distinctive section of coast. The bay itself is 
a tranquil, calm environment in comparison 
with the wilder seas around St Abbs. 
Important coastal landmarks include St 
Abbs Head and Siccar Point. Dramatic cliffs 
continue south of Eyemouth, though the A1 
has a greater influence in this area. The 
valued coastal landscape is well used for 
recreation. A continuous coastal footpath 
now links East Lothian and Berwick. 

• Landscape qualities - The quality and 
condition are medium. Existing development 
in the main centres and transport 
infrastructure provide a development 
character in places.  The linear coastline is 
relatively unspoilt in places. The exposed 
character and sea views from the A1/East 
Coast Main Line and coastal path from the 
elevated coastal edge are valued. 

• Experiential qualities - Contrasting 
landscape experiences both contribute and 
detract from the value of the CCA. Heavily 
modified by settlement and major transport 
routes, which preclude any sense of 
remoteness and tranquillity, however sense 
of exposure and naturalness experienced 
from the rugged coastline and coast path 
contribute to value. 

Medium-low susceptibility 

• Landscape context – The CCA is only 
susceptible to changes in perceived 
character/perceptual qualities because of the 
potential introduction of the Proposed 
Development in the setting of the CCA, in sea 
views experienced from the more exposed 
areas of the CCA.  

• Robustness – Relatively robust landscape. 
Turbines would relate to the relatively linear 
elevated coastline. Existing development 
and transport infrastructure already give a 
localised development character in places 
and shipping lanes are present in the sea.    

• Scale and topography – Medium to large 
scale, east facing, linear coastline. The 
coastal fringe landscape is rocky and linear 
and only indent at Harker’s Haven, 
Burnmouth Bay and at Marshall Meadows 
Point. There is a unifying influence of the 
linear coastline. 

• Openness and enclosure – Largely open, 
exposed landscape with distant views from 
the rugged coastline over the North Sea. 
There are views of the sea from the elevated 
landform along the coastal edge giving a 
sense of scale and openness, although the 
steep cliffs and rocks below also create a 
sense of enclosure. 

• Skyline - Coastline faces east, with limited 
variation and the outlook is generally to the 
simple North Sea skyline. CCA is susceptible 
to changes in its seascape backdrop, 
however the sea skyline is simple and large 
scale. 

• Landmarks - There is a unifying influence of 
the linear coastline, with relatively few 
landmarks in a simple, unified expanse of 
seascape beyond the rugged coastal edge 
and localised focus of settlement and 
harbours. 

• Perceptual qualities - Busy transport routes 
on land plus Berwick-upon –Tweed, 
Eyemouth and Burnmouth gives a modified 
feel. The cliffs and small headlands 
contribute to a more naturalistic character. 
Sense of exposure, due to elevated 
character on the cliff tops and along the 
rugged coastline.  

Medium sensitivity 
The sensitivity of SA20 
Eyemouth to Berwick upon 
Tweed is considered to be 
medium, reflecting that the 
CCA has medium-high value, 
and its perceived character 
has medium-low susceptibility 
to changes that may occur as 
a result of the Proposed 
Development. 

Medium magnitude 

• The physical characteristics of the CCA will 
remain unchanged.  

• The operation and maintenance of the 
Proposed Development may only result in 
changes to the visual aspects of perceived 
character of the CCA, as apparent to people in 
views from parts of the CCA with visibility. 

• The contrasting landscape experience 
afforded by the combination of development 
influences together with exposure along the 
shoreline/cliff tops will fundamentally continue 
to be experienced regardless of the presence 
of the Proposed Development.  

• The cliff tops of the coastal edge between St 
Eyemouth and Berwick-upon-Tweed and its 
immediate hinterland, form the main 
geographic extent of the CCA that is within the 
ZTV (151-179 wind turbines visible) (Figure 
15.9) where ‘distant and dramatic’ views to the 
North Sea, will be partially changed through 
the introduction of the Proposed Development 
wind turbines on the sea skyline. Visibility from 
the hinterland is more restricted where there is 
screening by landform and woodland cover.  

• The Proposed Development array area will 
however be located 38.6 km from the CCA (at 
its closest point) and is generally 34-40km from 
this CCA, and therefore appear relatively small 
in vertical scale, with a relatively wide lateral 
spread, within a large scale, open and 
expansive seascape. Viewed as ‘horizon 
development’ rather than being viewed ‘within’ 
the CCA, moderating magnitude of change. 

• From the north of the CCA, the Proposed 
Development will be viewed in the context of 
Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm, forming 
an additional and clearly separate wind farm 
influence on the sea skyline, however moving 
south, the headland at Eyemouth increasingly 
screens views of Neart na Gaoithe as the coast 
becomes predominantly east facing and the 
Proposed Development will form a new 
offshore wind farm influence. 

• The Proposed Development will relate to the 
perception of exposure but may conflict with 
the scale and character of the dramatic coastal 
edge. 

Not significant 

• Considering all these 
factors, on balance, the 
residual effect on the 
perceived character of 
SA20 Eyemouth to 
Berwick upon Tweed, 
its associated coastal 
LCT - Coastal Pasture 
(111) and Berwickshire 
Coast LLA resulting 
from operation and 
maintenance of the 
Proposed 
Development is 
assessed as not 
significant 
(moderate), indirect, 
long-term and 
reversible. The effect of 
the Proposed 
Development is 
assessed as not 
significant on the 
special quality of ‘wide 
views out to sea’, 
however due to its 
position offshore, it 
avoids the ‘dramatic 
coastal scenery’, the 
‘rocky coastline’ and 
‘stretch of cliffs and 
bays’ in ‘views along 
the coast',  and the 
‘wild, expansive and 
exciting’ will 
fundamentally continue 
to be experienced 
despite the presence of 
the Proposed 
Development and will 
continue to define the 
character and quality of 
the coast. 

• Moderate effects on 
the perceived 
character are assessed 
as not significant as 
they fall within the 
‘lower’ grey area of the 
matrix (indicated in 
mid-grey in Table 
15.17) and are 
considered not 
significant primarily 
due to the combination 

Character of 
the coastal 
edge 

• Coastline is relatively linear and is comprised of 
mainly rocky cliffs. 

• Several small headlands south of Eyemouth, 
including Agate Point and Horse Head. 

• Enclosed harbour at Burnmouth surrounded by 
rocky cliffs. 

Character of 
the 
immediate 
hinterland 

• Hinterland formed primarily by Coastal Pasture 
LCT (111), centred on Lamberton Moor.  

• Area of diverse, cliff landscape characterised 
by rough pasture, hummocky relief and rugged 
exposed character. 

• Medium to large scale landscape is open and 
undulating, with little vegetation. 

Human 
activity: 
presence or 
absence 

• Berwick-Upon-Tweed is located to the south of 
the area and Eyemouth is located to the north. 

• Burnmouth developed as a small fishing 
harbour retains some of its original character. 

• Land rises sharply from the coast to the busy 
A1 and the East Coast Main Line, which 
strongly influence the adjoining landscape. 

• Golf Clubs at Eyemouth and a caravan park at 
Marshall Meadows Point. 

Visual 
character: 
views and 
visibility 

• Views of the sea from the elevated landform 
along the coastal edge. 

• Views along the rugged coastline and over the 
cliffs to the North Sea are distant and dramatic. 

• Experienced from transport corridors, major rail 
and road routes, settlement, recreational areas 
and the Berwickshire Coast Path runs close to 
the shoreline. 
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of the relatively lower 
sensitivity (medium) of 
this coastline together 
with the magnitude of 
change factors 
evaluated, which is 
assessed as medium 
at worst, given the 
distance of the 
Proposed 
Development over 38.6 
km from the receptor, 
the apparent scale of 
the Proposed 
Development wind 
turbines at this 
distance, their position 
beyond the sea skyline 
and their introduction 
as further elements 
that are already 
characteristic in the 
seascape setting. 

• Not significant effects 
on perceived character 
of Ayton Castle GDL, 
which is outside the 
ZTV and affords no 
visibility of the 
Proposed 
Development, resulting 
in zero change. 
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Table 15.37: SA21 Berwick-upon-Tweed to Holy Island 

Baseline characteristics Value Susceptibility Sensitivity Magnitude of Change Significance of Effect 
in EIA Terms 

Maritime 
Influences 

• Nearshore water and coastline associated with 
MCA 23 Rural Northumberland Waters. 

• Extends between distinctive features of 
Berwick-upon-Tweed and Holy Island. 

• River Tweed crosses the coastal plain. 

• Large tanker ships in offshore waters. 

• Extensive tidal reach and dynamic character 
reflected where coast exposed to the waves. 

High value 

• Designations – Coastline forms the key 
component of the Northumberland 
Coast AONB and North 
Northumberland Heritage Coast. 
There is a registered park and garden 
and Lindisfarne Castle on Holy Island. 
Lindisfarne National Nature Reserve is 
located along the shoreline. Highly 
valued by tourists and visitors. 

• Landscape qualities - The quality and 
condition are medium. The diverse 
coastal scenery of high rocky cliffs, 
islands, intertidal areas and sandy 
bays is highly valued, as is the 
distinctive historic character reflecting 
the ecclesiastical influences and 
strategic defence of the coast. 
Qualities are degraded by 
development influences of major 
transport routes, settlement and 
tourism infrastructure. 

• Experiential qualities - Contrasting 
landscape experiences both contribute 
and detract from the value of the CCA. 
Heavily modified by settlement, major 
transport routes and tourism 
infrastructure, which preclude any 
sense of remoteness and tranquillity in 
places, however sense of exposure, 
naturalness and tranquillity/spirituality 
experienced from the islands, sands 
and rugged coast that contribute to 
value. 

 

 

Medium-high susceptibility 

• Landscape context – The CCA is only susceptible 
to changes in perceived character/perceptual 
qualities because of the potential introduction of 
the Proposed Development in the setting of the 
CCA, in sea views experienced from the more 
exposed areas of the CCA.  

• Robustness – Degree of robustness afforded by 
the relatively large-scale seascape and generally 
linear coastline, to which the Proposed 
Development will have a simple relationship. 
Existing development and transport infrastructure 
already give a localised development character in 
places. Busy shipping lanes present in the sea. 

• Scale and topography – Relatively large scale but 
with some variety of topography, formed by high 
rocky cliffs to the north of the Tweed estuary and 
sandy beaches of Cocklawburn and Cheswick, 
extensive intertidal mud flats, saltmarsh and sand 
dunes of Lindisfarne. 

• Openness and enclosure - The largely straight 
coastline and open, exposed landscape with wide, 
sweeping, sandy bays backed by sand dunes, has 
dramatic distant views along the rugged coastline 
and over the North Sea. Largely open, exposed 
landscape with dramatic distant views from the 
sand dunes and beaches as well as from the 
northern rugged coastline. Some of the smaller 
bays are more enclosed.    

• Skyline - Coastline faces east/north-east, with 
limited variation and the outlook is generally to the 
simple North Sea skyline. CCA is susceptible to 
changes in its seascape backdrop, however the 
sea skyline is simple and large scale. 

• Landmarks - Localised focus of the Berwick-upon-
Tweed and Holy Island settlements. Lindisfarne 
castle is a landmark on the south east of the island. 

• Perceptual qualities – The holy Island of 
Lindisfarne retains a remote, spiritual quality which 
first prompted the founding of an ancient 
monastery. Busy transport routes on land and sea, 
Berwick-upon –Tweed and tourism infrastructure 
give a modified feel, although the presence of 
small traditional settlements and a strong rural 
hinterland counters this impression. The island 
and sand dunes have a sense of naturalness. 
Exposed due to openness and general lack of 
shelter.  

High sensitivity 
The sensitivity of SA21 
Berwick-upon-Tweed to 
Holy Island is considered to 
be medium-high, reflecting 
that the CCA has high 
value, and its perceived 
character has medium 
susceptibility to changes 
that may occur as a result 
of the Proposed 
Development. 

Low magnitude 

• The physical characteristics of the CCA will remain 
unchanged.  

• The operation and maintenance of the Proposed 
Development may only result in changes to the 
visual aspects of perceived character of the CCA, 
as apparent to people in views from parts of the 
CCA with visibility. 

• The contrasting landscape experience afforded by 
the combination of development influences 
together with sense of exposure, naturalness and 
tranquillity/spirituality will fundamentally continue 
to be experienced regardless of the presence of 
the Proposed Development.  

• The cliff tops near Berwick-upon-Tweed, edges of 
the low lying sandy beaches of Cocklawburn, 
Cheswick and Goswick Sands, and north edge of 
Holy Island form the main geographic extent of the 
CCA that is within the ZTV. Theoretical visibility of 
151-179 wind turbines from northern cliff tops, but 
with visibility dropping to the south from lower lying 
areas (121 – 150 wind turbines) (Figure 15.9). 
‘Open, extensive and dramatic distant views’ to the 
North Sea will be partially changed through the 
introduction of the Proposed Development wind 
turbines on the sea skyline. Visibility from the 
hinterland is much more restricted due to 
screening by the dunes systems, landforms and 
woodland cover.  

• The Proposed Development array area will 
however be located 46.5 km from the CCA (at its 
closest point) and is generally is 40-50 km from 
this CCA, therefore will appear relatively small in 
vertical scale, with a relatively wide lateral spread, 
within a large scale, open and expansive 
seascape. Viewed as ‘horizon development’ rather 
than being viewed ‘within’ the CCA, moderating 
magnitude of change. 

• There will be negligible visibility of Neart na 
Gaoithe offshore wind farm from this CCA, 
therefore the Proposed Development will form a 
new offshore wind farm influence in offshore 
views. 

• The Proposed Development would relate to the 
perception of exposure but may conflict with the 
scale and character of traditional settlements and 
the soft coastal edge which exists in some sections 
of coastline. Due to its position to the north-east, 
and their distance offshore which is clearly 
separate from the coast, the Proposed 
Development wind turbines will rarely compete 
with the island foci of Holy Island. 

Not significant 

• Considering all these 
factors, on balance, the 
residual effect on the 
perceived character of 
SA21 Berwick-upon-
Tweed to Holy Island, 
its associated MCA 23 
Rural Northumberland 
Waters, and its 
associated coastal 
LCTs - 4a. Rocky 
Coastline - North 
Tweed Coast, 5a 
Sandy Coastline: Holy 
Island Coast and 1a 
Broad River Mouth 
(Tweed), resulting from 
operation and 
maintenance of the 
Proposed 
Development is 
assessed as not 
significant 
(moderate/minor), 
indirect, long-term and 
reversible.  

 

Character of 
the coastal 
edge 

• Coastal edge primarily associated with 
Northumberland LCTs 4a. Rocky Coastline - 
North Tweed Coast and 5a Sandy Coastline: 
Holy Island Coast. LCT 1a Broad River Mouth 
(Tweed) also forms part of coastal edge. 

• Diverse character with high cliffs, islands, and 
rocky headlands to the north, contrast with a 
wide sandy bays, dunes and intertidal flats. 

• Dominated by the broad, sweeping sands 
between Holy Island and the mainland. Narrow, 
low-lying, windswept coastal plain.  

• Extensive sand dune systems, often forming 
high ridge, with saltmarsh in tidal estuaries. 

• Holy Island linked to the mainland only via the 
Lindisfarne Causeway. 

• Distinctive historic heritage reflects the 
importance of ecclesiastical influences and the 
strategic defence of the coast. 

Character of 
the 
immediate 
hinterland 

• Hinterland is low lying, consisting of coastal 
farmland with varying field patterns and spare 
tree cover limited to small blocks. 

• Intensively farmed landscape of predominantly 
open mixed arable land. 

• Permanent pasture/semi-natural grassland 
typical of the valleys and coastal fringes. 

Human 
activity: 
presence or 
absence 

• Walled, fortified town of Berwick-Upon-Tweed 
at the river mouth. Well-preserved form and 
character reflecting its strategic importance. 

• Landscape has been strongly influenced by the 
legacy of medieval cross-border warfare. 

• Prominent medieval castles, fortifications and 
structures and religious buildings. 

• Dispersed pattern of farmsteads, nucleated 
villages and small coastal resort towns. 

• Busy A1 road and East Coast Main Line run 
close to the coast and influences character. 

Visual 
character: 
views and 
visibility 

• Visual relationship with the sea is important, as 
are the striking vistas to coastal landmarks, 
such as Lindisfarne. 

• Open, extensive and dramatic distant views 
from the beaches northern rugged coastline. 

• Holy Island contains views south. 

• Landscape is experienced from transport 
corridors, Berwick-upon-Tweed, Holy Island, 
beaches and Northumberland Coast Path. 
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Table 15.38: MCA 23 Rural Northumberland and Coastal Waters / LCT 4b Rocky Coastline: Farne Islands Coast 

Baseline characteristics Value Susceptibility Sensitivity Magnitude of Change Significance of Effect 
in EIA Terms 

Maritime 
Influences 

• Consists of the remaining coastal areas of 
Northumberland to the south of Holy Island, 
within MCA 23 and LCT 4b Rocky Coastline: 
Farne Islands Coast. 

• Formed by rocky sections of the coastal strip, 
including prominent headlands, cliffs and the 
Farne Islands, nationally important bird and 
marine mammal habitats. 

• Dramatic shoreline, rocky coasts and islands. 

• The influence of the sea imparts an exposed, 
maritime character to the area. 

• Rich seafaring and coastwise shipping 
heritage. Major shipping lanes lying well off the 
coast, but smaller fishing and recreational 
vessels characterise inshore waters. 

High value 

• Designations – Much of this coastline 
falls within the nationally designated 
Northumberland Coast AONB and 
North Northumberland Heritage Coast. 
The Farne Islands are an NNR, and 
there are several SSSIs along the 
coast. Highly valued tourist and 
recreation destination, both along the 
coast and offshore for sea kayakers, 
surfers and boat trips. 

• Landscape qualities - The diverse 
coastal scenery of rocky cliffs, islands, 
and beaches is highly valued, along 
with the rich seafaring heritage and 
distinctive historic character and 
landmarks such as Bamburgh Castle. 
Qualities are degraded by 
development influences and tourism 
infrastructure. 

• Experiential qualities - Contrasting 
landscape experiences both contribute 
and detract from the value of the CCA. 
Settlement, tourism infrastructure and 
visitor pressure limit any sense of 
remoteness, however there is a sense 
of exposure/space, naturalness, 
tranquillity and historic character 
experienced from the coast and sands 
that contribute to value. 

 

 

Medium susceptibility 

• Landscape context – The CCA is only susceptible 
to changes in perceived character/perceptual 
qualities because of the potential introduction of 
the Proposed Development in the setting of the 
CCA, in sea views experienced from the more 
exposed areas of the CCA. 

• Robustness – Degree of robustness afforded by 
the relatively large-scale seascape and generally 
linear coastline, which has been modified by 
development at Bamburgh and Seahouses, 
however offshore islands and prominent historic 
landmarks introduce complexity. 

• Scale and topography - Relatively large scale, 
open and expansive, with large-scale seascape 
setting, but with some variety of topography, 
formed by rocky coastline, islands and beaches. 

• Openness and enclosure – Exposed coastal 
landscape of windblown hedges. Open and 
expansive undeveloped vistas out to the wider 
North Sea and islands, marked by distant ships 
and fishing vessels, as well as views along the 
coast to fortified castles that form iconic features 
on the skyline. Exposure and orientation of the 
coast results in a wild and unforgiving seascape. 

• Skyline – Coastline is oriented to the north-east, 
and is susceptible to changes in its seascape 
backdrop, due to high levels of intervisibility 
between inland high points, low-lying sandy 
beaches and the Farne Islands offshore. 

• Landmarks - Prominent landforms occur, such as 
the Whin Sill outcrop on which Bamburgh Castle is 
built. Prominent historical features within this 
landscape, including Bamburgh Castle, which 
dominates the low-lying landscape. 

• Perceptual qualities - Windswept coast with a 
sense of exposure/space, naturalness, tranquillity 
and historic character experienced from the coast 
and sands that contribute to value.  Settlement, 
tourism infrastructure and visitor pressure limit any 
sense of remoteness. 

Medium-high sensitivity 
The sensitivity of LCT 4b 
Rocky Coastline: Farne 
Islands Coast within the MCA 
23 Rural Northumberland and 
Coastal Waters is considered 
to be medium-high, reflecting 
that the CCA has high value, 
and its perceived character 
has medium susceptibility to 
changes that may occur as a 
result of the Proposed 
Development. 

Low magnitude 

• The physical characteristics of the CCA will 
remain unchanged.  

• The operation and maintenance of the 
Proposed Development may only result in 
changes to the visual aspects of perceived 
character of the CCA, as apparent to people in 
views from parts of the CCA with visibility. 

• The contrasting landscape experience 
afforded by the combination of development 
influences together with sense of exposure, 
naturalness and tranquillity will fundamentally 
continue to be experienced regardless of the 
presence of the Proposed Development.  

• Low lying sandy beaches at Bamburgh, 
Redbarns Links and St Aidan’s Dunes form the 
main geographic extent of the CCA that is 
within the ZTV. Theoretical visibility of up 151-
179 wind turbines, but locally varied due to the 
low-lying coast and with decreasing visibility to 
the south (Figure 15.9). ‘Distinctive 
undeveloped coastal views’ to the North Sea 
will be partially changed through the 
introduction of the Proposed Development 
wind turbines on the sea skyline. Visibility from 
the hinterland is much more restricted due to 
screening by the landform.  

• The Proposed Development array area will 
however be located 38.6 km from the CCA (at 
its closest point) and is generally is 40-60km 
from this CCA, therefore will appear relatively 
small in vertical scale, with a relatively wide 
lateral spread, within a large scale, open and 
expansive seascape. Viewed as ‘horizon 
development’ rather than being viewed ‘within’ 
the CCA, moderating magnitude of change. 

• There will be negligible visibility of Neart na 
Gaoithe offshore wind farm from this CCA, 
therefore the Proposed Development will form 
a new offshore wind farm influence in offshore 
views. 

• The Proposed Development would relate to the 
perception of exposure but may conflict with 
the smaller scale character of parts of the 
coastal edge and influence the commanding 
views from Bamburgh Castle, however there 
will be less visibility from the low-lying coast. 
Due to its position to the north-east, and their 
distance offshore which is clearly separate 
from the coast, the Proposed Development 
wind turbines will rarely compete with the 
island foci of the Farne Islands. 

Not significant 

• Considering all these 
factors, on balance, the 
residual effect on the 
perceived character of 
LCT 4b Rocky 
Coastline: Farne 
Islands Coast within 
the MCA 23 Rural 
Northumberland and 
Coastal Waters 
resulting from 
operation and 
maintenance of the 
Proposed 
Development is 
assessed as not 
significant 
(moderate/minor), 
indirect, long-term and 
reversible.  

 

Character of 
the coastal 
edge 

• Bays and coves within this LCT are generally 
rocky, with limited sand beaches, though dune 
systems are prominent near Bamburgh at 
Redbarn Links and at St Aidan’s Dunes. 

• Stone reefs, offshore rocks, and wave-cut 
platforms, often called ‘carrs’ or ‘steels’, extend 
out from the foreshore. 

Character of 
the 
immediate 
hinterland 

• Narrow coastal strip is dominated by the shore, 
although the inland section is mostly farmed for 
pasture. 

• Tree cover is generally sparse, although some 
small woodland blocks are present. 

• Patterns of medieval open fields, in the form of 
upstanding ridge and furrow, are an important 
aspect of historic character. 

Human 
activity: 
presence or 
absence 

• Settlement is concentrated at Bamburgh and 
Seahouses. 

• Major historic features are popular tourist 
attractions. 

• Tourism influences are clear, with caravan 
parks, campsites, and golf courses. 

Visual 
character: 
views and 
visibility 

• Sea views are almost continuous, and often 
dramatic in nature. 

• Views are available along the coast, particularly 
from vantage points such as Bamburgh Castle, 
and out to sea, particularly where the Farne 
Islands form a visual focus. 

• Distinctive undeveloped coastal views 
encompassing open horizons and the low 
profile of offshore islands. 

• Frequent ‘haar’ (coastal fog) restricts visibility.   

• Character is experienced by residents, tourists, 
visitors to beaches and the Northumberland 
Coast Path. 
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EFFECTS (DAYTIME) OF THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE OFFSHORE ELEMENTS OF THE 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT ON PERCEIVED LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 

15.11.6. PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OF LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 

758. The effect of the Proposed Development on landscape character is considered on landscape character 

areas (LCTs) outside and inland of CCAs and their associated coastal LCTs (Table 15.39), where there 

may be some intervisibility of the Proposed Development, but where the land is unlikely to have a strong 

visual relationship with the sea/tidal waters. These LCAs that fall outside the defined CCAs are shown in 

Figure 15.3. They are considered unlikely to experience significant effects as a result of the Proposed 

Development because it is located in the sea, and these are landscapes that do not have a strong visual 

relationship with the sea, where character is fundamentally defined by other characteristics. 

759. The ZTV has been used to identify all of the LCA receptors within the SLVIA Study Area that may have 

visibility of the Proposed Development and are also primarily located outside the CCAs, away from the 

coast. These LCTs are shown with the ZTV in Figure 15.9 and identified in Table 15.39.  

760. These LCTs outside the defined CCAs and associate coastal LCTs, generally consist of the inland parts 

of the SLVIA Study Area, away from the coast, consisting of farmed ridges, hills and uplands of 

Aberdeenshire in the north; the dipslope farmlands and low moorland hills of Angus; the lowland farmlands, 

hills and valleys of Fife; the lowland plain, upland fringes and moor lands of East Lothian; and the lowland 

margins, plateau farmland, upland fringes and moorlands of Scottish Borders.  

761. A preliminary assessment of the effects of the operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development 

on landscape character types (LCTs) is presented in Table 15.39 with reference to the ZTV analysis in 

Figure 15.9.  

Table 15.39: Preliminary Assessment of Landscape Character 

  Receptor Minimum distance to 
Proposed Development 
Array Area (km) 

Preliminary Assessment 

Considered in preliminary assessment but found to have no likelihood of significant effects 

Aberdeenshire   

22. Broad Valley 
Lowlands - 
Aberdeenshire 

54.2 LCT is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the 
coast, formed by broad lowland valley (Strathmore) at the foot of the highland 
boundary. Views of the sea are not characteristic, with almost the entirety of 
the LCT falling outside the ZTV due to the landform.  Character is 
fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics, such that there is 
no likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics being significantly 
affected by the Proposed Development. 

24. Coastal Farmed 
Ridges and Hills - 
Aberdeenshire 

48.6 LCT is located at very long distance, covering lowland farmland of 
Aberdeenshire running parallel to the coast. Although there is a strong visual 
relationship with views along the coast and wide panoramas out to open sea, 
the Proposed Development will be located largely behind Seagreen 1 
offshore wind farm in the baseline, resulting in low levels of change to the 
existing character.  No likelihood of baseline coastal character being 
significantly affected. 

27. Farmed Moorland 
Edge - Aberdeenshire 

58.3 LCT is located at very long distance, covering the transition between upland 
and lowland agricultural Aberdeenshire, on the northern edge of the study 
area. Views of the sea are not a key characteristic. Much of the LCT falls 
outside the ZTV, with visibility restricted primarily to the southern edges. The 
Proposed Development will result in low levels of change in this context and 
at such long range. Character is fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) 
characteristics, such that there is no likelihood of the perceived landscape 
characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed Development. 

  Receptor Minimum distance to 
Proposed Development 
Array Area (km) 

Preliminary Assessment 

29. Summits and 
Plateaux - 
Aberdeenshire 

53.7 LCT is located at very long distance, covering the expansive upland plateau 
of Aberdeenshire on the edge of the Highlands. Views of the sea are not a 
key characteristic, however there are panoramic views that extend across the 
lowlands to the coast, however these are scattered with intervening onshore 
wind farm development. Much of the LCT falls outside the ZTV due to the 
incised landforms, with visibility restricted primarily to the southern edges. 
The Proposed Development will result in low levels of change in this context 
and at such long range. Character is fundamentally defined by other 
(terrestrial) characteristics, such that there is no likelihood of the perceived 
landscape characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed 
Development. 

Angus   

371. Mid Upland 
Glens 

56.2 No visibility of the Proposed Development. No potential for baseline 
landscape character to be significantly affected. 

379. Foothills - 
Tayside 

54.6 LCT is located at very long distance, covering the narrow series of foothills 
at the base of the Highland Boundary Fault. Views of the sea are not a key 
characteristic, however there are panoramic views that extend across the 
lowlands to the distant coast. Much of the LCT falls outside the ZTV due to 
the incised landforms, with visibility restricted primarily to the eastern and 
southern edges. The Proposed Development will be viewed almost entirely 
behind Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm in the baseline, at very long 
distance, resulting in low levels of change in this context. Character is 
fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics, such that there is 
no likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics being significantly 
affected by the Proposed Development. 

382. Lowland Hill 
Ranges 

57.1 LCT is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the 
coast, formed by lowland hill range of the Sidlaw Hills that run from Perth 
north-east towards Forfar. Views of the sea are not characteristic, with the 
majority of the LCT falling outside the ZTV due to the landform, with only the 
elevated eastern areas around Montreathmont Moor affording theoretical 
visibility.  Character is fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) 
characteristics, such that there is no likelihood of the perceived landscape 
characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed Development. 

384. Broad Valley 
Lowlands - Tayside 

48.6 LCT is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the 
coast, formed by broad lowland valley (Strathmore) at the foot of the highland 
boundary. Views of the sea are not characteristic, with almost the entirety of 
the LCT falling outside the ZTV due to the landform.  Character is 
fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics, such that there is 
no likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics being significantly 
affected by the Proposed Development. 

386. Low Moorland 
Hills 

51.1 LCT is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the 
coast, formed by low, eastern outliers of the Sidlaw Hills. Views of the sea 
are not characteristic, with the majority of the LCT falling outside the ZTV due 
to the landform, with elevated area around Montreathmont Moor affording 
theoretical visibility, however these are extensively forested.  Character is 
fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics, such that there is 
no likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics being significantly 
affected by the Proposed Development. 

390. Lowland Basins 44.8 LCT is located at long distance, covering inland areas largely away from the 
coast, formed by low-lying Montrose Basin which almost entirely falls outside 
the ZTV, with only urbanised eastern areas having theoretical visibility. There 
is no likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics being significantly 
affected by the Proposed Development. 

East Lothian   

266. Plateau 
Moorland - Lothians 

51.6 LCT is located at very long distance, covering the upland plateau of the 
Lammermuir Hills.  Panoramic views overlooking the coastal plain of Lothian 
to the north with views across the Firth of Forth are a key characteristic, 
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however these are obstructed by large scale onshore wind farm development 
at the Aikengall/Crystal Rig wind farm grouping, and the heavily modified 
coastal margins lie beyond. Much of the LCT falls outside the ZTV due to the 
intervening and incised landforms, with views primarily to the north facing 
slopes, close to Aikengall/Crystal Rig Wind Farm. The Proposed 
Development will result in low levels of change in this context and at such 
long range. Despite long-range views to the distant seascape, character is 
fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics, such that there is 
no likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics to be significantly 
affected by the Proposed Development. 

269. Upland Fringes - 
Lothians 

47.1 LCT is located at very long distance, covering the northern margins of the 
upland areas of East Lothian. Although there are characteristic views across 
the lowland to the coast in the east, these are across the heavily modified 
coastal margins that include busy transport routes and large scale 
industrial/energy developments (such as Torness Power Station), such that 
the Proposed Development will result in low levels of change in this context 
and at such long range. Character is fundamentally defined by other 
(terrestrial) characteristics, such that there is no likelihood of the perceived 
landscape characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed 
Development. 

270. Lowland River 
Valleys - Lothians 

52.6 LCT is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the 
coast, formed by well-defined river valley landscapes of the lowlands in 
Lothian. Views of the sea are not characteristic, with the majority of the LCT 
falling outside the ZTV due to the enclosed landform, with only the eastern 
edge having theoretical visibility, but with views further restricted by woodland 
cover.  Character is fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) 
characteristics, such that there is no likelihood of the perceived landscape 
characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed Development. 

275. Lowland Farmed 
Plain - Lothians 

48.4 LCT is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the 
coast, formed by rolling lowland farmland of the coastal plain, the heartland 
of East Lothian. Open views of the coast to the north are characteristic open 
from higher ground to the north and east of the LCT, however views of the 
Proposed Development may only occur during infrequent periods of excellent 
visibility at such long range. To the east of the LCT, views are across the 
heavily modified coastal margins around Dunbar. Character is fundamentally 
defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics, such that there is no likelihood 
of the perceived landscape characteristics to be significantly affected by the 
Proposed Development. 

90. Dissected Plateau 
Moorland 

51.6 LCT is located at very long distance, covering the upland plateau of the 
Lammermuir Hills.  Panoramic views overlooking the adjoining Plateau 
Moorlands – Lothians and the coastal plain of Lothian to the north with the 
Firth of Forth beyond, interrupted by large scale onshore wind farm 
development at the Aikengall/Crystal Rig wind farm grouping, and the heavily 
modified coastal margins beyond. Much of the LCT falls outside the ZTV due 
to deeply-riven valleys, with views primarily to the north-west facing slopes, 
close to Aikengall/Crystal Rig Wind Farm. The Proposed Development will 
result in low levels of change in this context and at such long range. Despite 
long-range views to the distant seascape, character is fundamentally defined 
by other (terrestrial) characteristics, such that there is no likelihood of the 
perceived landscape characteristics to be significantly affected by the 
Proposed Development. 

Fife   

184. Foothills - Fife 58.9 LCT is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the 
coast, formed by foothills that are physically lower than the related Uplands. 
Views of the sea are not characteristic, with much of the LCT falling outside 
the ZTV, with only more elevated ground of the LCT affording theoretical 
visibility.  Due to the restricted visibility, very long distance and character that 

  Receptor Minimum distance to 
Proposed Development 
Array Area (km) 

Preliminary Assessment 

is fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics, there is no 
likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics being significantly 
affected by the Proposed Development. 

186. Lowland Hills 
and Valleys 

48.1 LCT is located at long distance, covers inland areas away from the coast, 
formed by low hills and valleys associated with the main river systems in Fife. 
Views of the sea are not characteristic, with much of the LCT falling outside 
the ZTV or having reduced theoretical visibility due to the landform. Character 
is fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics, such that there 
is no likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics being significantly 
affected by the Proposed Development. 

187. Lowland Open 
Sloping Farmland 

43 LCT is located at long distance, covers inland areas away from the coast, 
formed by lowland farmland. Views of the sea are only distant or occasional 
and views of the Proposed Development may only occur during infrequent 
periods of excellent visibility. Character is fundamentally defined by other 
(terrestrial) characteristics, such that there is no likelihood of the perceived 
landscape characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed 
Development. 

188. Lowland Dens 45.9 LCT is located at long distance, covers inland areas away from the coast, 
formed by narrow, gorge-like valleys cut deep into the landscape. Views of 
the sea are not characteristic, with majority of the LCT falling outside the ZTV 
due to the enclosed landform, with only eastern coastal areas having 
theoretical visibility.  Character is fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) 
characteristics, such that there is no likelihood of the perceived landscape 
characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed Development. 

189. Lowland Valley - 
Fife 

59 LCT is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the 
coast, formed by flat-bottomed channel-like valley of the Ochil Foothills in 
North Fife. Views of the sea are not characteristic, with almost the entirety of 
the LCT falling outside the ZTV due to the landform, with only occasional 
more elevated ground to the east of the LCT affording theoretical visibility.  
Due to the restricted visibility, very long distance and character that is 
fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics, such that there is 
no likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics being significantly 
affected by the Proposed Development. 

191. Lowland Loch 
Basins - Fife 

56.2 No visibility of the Proposed Development. No potential for baseline 
landscape character to be significantly affected. 

Scottish Borders   

100. Plateau 
Farmland - Borders 

47.2 LCT is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the 
coast, formed by farmlands on the eastern fringe of Lammermuir. Views of 
the sea are not characteristic, with almost the entirety of the LCT falling 
outside the ZTV due to the landform, with only occasional high points 
affording theoretical visibility.  Character is fundamentally defined by other 
(terrestrial) characteristics, such that there is no likelihood of the perceived 
landscape characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed 
Development. 

102. Upland Fringe 
with Prominent Hills 

54.2 LCT is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the 
coast, formed by upland fringe landscape at the margin of the Tweed 
Lowlands with restricted visibility, with majority of the LCT falling outside the 
ZTV, and only a limited area having theoretical visibility. Views of the 
Proposed Development may only occur during infrequent periods of excellent 
visibility at such long range. Character is fundamentally defined by other 
(terrestrial) characteristics, such that there is no likelihood of the perceived 
landscape characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed 
Development. 

105. Upland Fringe 
Moorland with Hills 

57.4 No visibility of the Proposed Development. No potential for baseline 
landscape character to be significantly affected. 

106. Lowland with 
Drumlins 

46.1 LCT is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the 
coast, formed by undulating lowlands with a distinct landform pattern of 
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ridges and hollows. Views of the sea are not characteristic, with almost the 
entirety of the LCT falling outside the ZTV due to the landform.  Character is 
fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics, such that there is 
no likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics being significantly 
affected by the Proposed Development. 

107. Rolling Lowland 
Margin 

41.7 LCT is located at long distance, covers inland areas away from the coast, 
formed by lowland/low-lying areas with restricted visibility, with majority of the 
LCT falling outside the ZTV, and only a limited area having theoretical 
visibility. Views of the Proposed Development may only occur during 
infrequent periods of excellent visibility at such long range. There is no 
likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics being significantly 
affected by the Proposed Development. 

115. Upland Valley 
with Mixed Farmland 

55.6 LCT is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the 
coast, formed by upper parts of the Leader and Whiteadder valleys which are 
contained by valley sides of the upland margins. Almost the entirety of the 
LCT falls outside the ZTV due to the intervening upland landforms to the 
north. Due to the restricted visibility, very long distance and character that is 
fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics, there is no 
likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics being significantly 
affected by the Proposed Development. 

117. Pastoral Upland 
Fringe Valley 

45.4 LCT is located at long distance, covers inland areas away from the coast, 
formed by a pastoral valley enclosed by upland fringes. Views of the sea are 
not characteristic, with almost the entirety of the LCT falling outside the ZTV 
due to the enclosed landform, with only northern edge having theoretical 
visibility.  Character is fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) 
characteristics, such that there is no likelihood of the perceived landscape 
characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed Development. 

119. Wooded Upland 
Fringe Valley 

51.5 LCT is located at long distance, covers inland areas away from the coast, 
formed by tributaries of the Teviot with intimate wooded valley cut deeply into 
the landform. Views of the sea are not characteristic, with almost the entirety 
of the LCT falling outside the ZTV due to the enclosed landform. Character 
is fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics, such that there 
is no likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics being significantly 
affected by the Proposed Development. 

Northumberland   

3a. Farmed Coastal 
Plain, Haggerston 

48.1 LCT is located at very long distance, and although there is a perception of 
being in a coastal location, low hills along the coast, particularly in the 
Bamburgh and Seahouses area, obscure direct views of the sea, with further 
enclosure provided by varying enclosure imparted by tree cover. Views of the 
sea are limited and not a key characteristic. Much of the LCT falls outside the 
ZTV due to the screening by coastal landforms, with the north eastern edge 
of the LCT being the main area affording theoretical visibility. Due to the 
restricted visibility, very long distance and character that is fundamentally 
defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics, there is no likelihood of the 
perceived landscape characteristics being significantly affected by the 
Proposed Development. 

3b. Farmed Coastal 
Plain, Lucker 

59.8 LCT is located at very long distance, and although there is a perception of 
being in a coastal location, low hills along the coast, particularly in the 
Bamburgh and Seahouses area, obscure direct views of the sea, with further 
enclosure provided by varying enclosure imparted by tree cover. Views of the 
sea are limited and not a key characteristic. Much of the LCT falls outside the 
ZTV due to the screening by coastal landforms, with the north-eastern edge 
of the LCT being the main area affording theoretical visibility. Due to the 
restricted visibility, very long distance and character that is fundamentally 
defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics, there is no likelihood of the 
perceived landscape characteristics to be significantly affected by the 
Proposed Development. 

  Receptor Minimum distance to 
Proposed Development 
Array Area (km) 

Preliminary Assessment 

8a. Outcrop Hills & 
Escarpments, 
Doddingham Ridge 

56.8 LCT is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the 
coast, formed by a distinctive chain of rocky uplands running the length of the 
Northumberland Sandstone Hills. Views of the sea are not a key 
characteristic, with almost the entirety of the LCT falling outside the ZTV due 
to the landform, with only occasional more elevated ground of the LCT 
affording theoretical visibility.  Due to the restricted visibility, very long 
distance and character that is fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) 
characteristics, such that there is no likelihood of the perceived landscape 
characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed Development. 

8b. Outcrop Hills & 
Escarpments, Kyloe 
& Chillingham Hills 

57.2 LCT is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the 
coast, formed by a distinctive chain of rocky uplands running the length of the 
Northumberland Sandstone Hills. Views of the sea are not a key 
characteristic, with almost the entirety of the LCT falling outside the ZTV due 
to the landform, with only occasional more elevated ground of the LCT 
affording theoretical visibility.  Due to the restricted visibility, very long 
distance and character that is fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) 
characteristics, there is no likelihood of the perceived landscape 
characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed Development. 

11a. Sandstone 
Fringe Farmland, 
Belford Hills 

54.8 LCT is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the 
coast, formed by this transitional landscape between the sandstone hills and 
farmed/settled lowlands. Views of the sea are not a key characteristic, 
however notable areas of the LCT are within the ZTV and afford theoretical 
visibility.  Due to the very long distance and character that is fundamentally 
defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics, there is no likelihood of the 
perceived landscape characteristics being significantly affected by the 
Proposed Development. 

11c. Sandstone 
Fringe Farmland, 
Hetton 

59.5 LCT is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the 
coast, formed by this transitional landscape between the sandstone hills and 
farmed/settled lowlands. Views of the sea are not a key characteristic, with 
almost the entirety of the LCT falling outside the ZTV due to the landform, 
with only occasional more elevated ground of the LCT affording theoretical 
visibility.  Due to the restricted visibility, very long distance and character that 
is fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics, there is no 
likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics being significantly 
affected by the Proposed Development. 

13a. Broad 
Floodplain Valley, Till 
& Glen Valleys 

57.5 No visibility of the Proposed Development. No potential for baseline 
landscape character to be significantly affected. 

16a. Open Rolling 
Farmland, Halidon 

45.3 LCT is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the 
coast, formed by gently rolling arable farmland, with scattered villages and 
estates. Views of the sea are not a key characteristic, with almost the entirety 
of the LCT falling outside the ZTV due to the landform, with only occasional 
more elevated ground to the east of the LCT near Berwick-upon-Tweed 
affording theoretical visibility.  Due to the restricted visibility, very long 
distance and character that is fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) 
characteristics, such that there is no likelihood of the perceived landscape 
characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed Development. 

16b. Open Rolling 
Farmland, Duddo & 
Lowick 

49.1 LCT is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the 
coast, formed by gently rolling arable farmland, with scattered villages and 
estates. Views of the sea are not a key characteristic, with the majority of the 
LCT falling outside the ZTV due to the landform, with only limited areas of 
more elevated ground to the south of the LCT affording theoretical visibility.  
Due to the restricted visibility, very long distance and character that is 
fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics, there is no 
likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics being significantly 
affected by the Proposed Development. 
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16c. Open Rolling 
Farmland, East 
Learmouth 

55.2 LCT is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the 
coast, formed by gently rolling arable farmland, with scattered villages and 
estates. Views of the sea are not a key characteristic, with almost the entirety 
of the LCT falling outside the ZTV due to the intervening landform.  Due to 
the restricted visibility, very long distance and character that is fundamentally 
defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics, there is no likelihood of the 
perceived landscape characteristics to be significantly affected by the 
Proposed Development. 

Landscape Character Effects 

762. The preliminary assessment of LCAs in Table 15.39 identifies that there are no LCTs that are likely to be 

significantly affected by the Proposed Development outside those coastal landscapes already considered 

as being associated with the CCAs and assessed in Table 15.27 to Table 15.38. 

763. The effect of the Proposed Development on landscape character is considered on LCTs outside and inland 

of CCAs and their associated coastal LCTs (Figure 15.3) where the land is, by definition, unlikely to have 

a strong visual relationship with the sea/tidal waters. CCAs already include and define the characteristics 

of land which has a strong visual relationship with the sea/tidal waters and coastal landscapes and are 

assessed in Table 15.27 to Table 15.38.  

764. LCTs that fall outside the CCA and associated coastal landscapes, as assessed in Table 15.39 are 

considered unlikely to experience significant effects because the Proposed Development is located at long 

distance offshore, and these are landscapes that do not have a strong visual relationship with the sea, 

where its character is fundamentally defined by other landscape based, terrestrial characteristics.  

765. These LCAs are all located at very long distance from the Proposed Development, where views of the 

Proposed Development may only occur during infrequent periods of excellent visibility at long range. The 

majority of their area falls outside the ZTV, with only a limited geographic areas visibility. They are also 

essentially inland landscapes, that have limited visual relationship with the sea and derive their key 

characteristics from the agricultural, rolling landscape, valleys, rough grazing, uplands and settlement, 

generally with only limited views of the sea, such that sea views are not  a key characteristic. Views from 

inland areas are also often across modified lowland and coastal landscapes, or are influenced by large 

scale existing onshore wind farms in the uplands. There is no likelihood of the perceived landscape 

characteristics of these LCTs set out in the preliminary assessment in Table 15.39 being significantly 

affected by the Proposed Development.  

766. In summary, significant and adverse effects on landscape character have been avoided due to the location 

of the Proposed Development at long distance offshore resulting in low levels of effect on the perception 

of key landscape characteristics of terrestrial areas. 

EFFECTS (DAYTIME) OF THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT ON 

SPECIAL QUALITIES OF DESIGNATED LANDSCAPES 

15.11.7. PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OF DESIGNATED LANDSCAPES 

767. A preliminary assessment of the effects of the operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development 

on the landscape designations in the SLVIA Study Area is presented in Table 15.40 with reference to the 

ZTV analysis in Figure 15.9. 

Table 15.40: Preliminary Assessment of Landscape Designations 

  Receptor Minimum distance to 
Proposed 
Development Array 
Area (km) 

Preliminary Assessment 

Potential for significant effects that require detailed assessment 

Fife    

St Andrews to Fife 
Ness LLA 

53.9 Potential for significant effects that require detailed assessment, which are 
assessed as part of CCA SA12 in Table 15.31. 

Isle of May LLA 41.0 Potential for significant effects that require detailed assessment, which are 
assessed in Viewpoint 23 (Section 15.11.2). 

East Neuk LLA 44.9 Potential for significant effects that require detailed assessment, which are 
assessed as part of CCA SA13 in Table 15.32. 

East Lothian   

Thorntonloch to 
Dunglass Coast SLA 

44.8 Potential for significant effects that require detailed assessment, which are 
assessed as part of CCA SA18 in Table 15.34. 

Dunbar to Barns Ness 
Coast SLA 

45.1 Potential for significant effects that require detailed assessment, which are 
assessed as part of CCA SA17 in Table 15.33. 

Belhaven Bay SLA 47.6 Potential for significant effects that require detailed assessment, which are 
assessed as part of CCA SA17 in Table 15.33. 

Tantallon Coast SLA 50.2 Potential for significant effects that require detailed assessment, which are 
assessed as part of CCA SA17 in Table 15.33. 

North Berwick Law 
SLA 

54.1 Potential for significant effects that require detailed assessment, which are 
assessed as part of CCA SA17 in Table 15.33. 

Scottish Borders   

Berwickshire Coast 
SLA 

37.8 Potential for significant effects that require detailed assessment, which are 
assessed as part of CCA SA18 and SA19 in Table 15.34 and Table 15.35. 

Northumberland   

North Northumberland 
Coast Heritage Coast 

41.8 Potential for significant effects that require detailed assessment, which are 
assessed in Table 15.41. 

Northumberland Coast 
AONB  

47.9 Potential for significant effects that require detailed assessment, which are 
assessed in Table 15.41. 

Considered in preliminary assessment but found to have no likelihood of significant effects and therefore no further 
assessment is required 

Aberdeenshire   

South-East 
Aberdeenshire Coast 
SLA 

40.4 SLA is located at very long distance, covering the south-east coastline of 
Aberdeenshire between Stonehaven and Montrose. Although there is a 
strong visual relationship with views along the coast and wide panoramas out 
to open sea, the Proposed Development will be located largely behind 
Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm in the baseline, resulting in low levels of 
change to the existing character.  No likelihood of baseline coastal character 
being significantly affected. 

Braes of the Mearns 
SLA 

53.6 SLA is located at very long distance, covering the upland plateau at the Braes 
of the Mearns on the edge of the Highlands. Views of the sea are not a key 
characteristic. There are panoramic views that extend across the lowlands to 
the coast, however these are scattered with intervening onshore wind farm 
development. Much of the SLA falls outside the ZTV due to the incised 
landforms, with visibility restricted primarily to the upland edges. The 
Proposed Development will result in low levels of change in this context and 
at long range. Character is fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) 
characteristics, such that there is no likelihood of the perceived landscape 
characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed Development. 

Fife   

St Andrews Links LLA 53.9 LLA is located at very long distance, covering low lying coastal landscape 
defined by its close association with the Eden Estuary, coastal sands and St 
Andrews. There is restricted visibility of the Proposed Development away 
from the immediate coastal edge, due to low-lying land, intervening dunes 
and due to its very long distance offshore. Views of the Proposed 
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  Receptor Minimum distance to 
Proposed 
Development Array 
Area (km) 

Preliminary Assessment 

Development may only occur during infrequent periods of excellent visibility 
at such long range. Perceptual qualities of LLA including its historic 
associations, natural qualities and visual association with St Andrews will 
fundamentally continue to be experienced, regardless of the presence of the 
Proposed Development. Although it may add a distant development influence 
in the seascape setting, there is no likelihood of these perceived landscape 
characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed Development. 

Craigtoun LLA 54.2 LLA is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the coast, 
where views of the sea are not characteristic and much of the LLA falls 
outside the ZTV or has low theoretical visibility due to the intervening 
landform.  Character is fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) 
characteristics. There is no likelihood of the perceived landscape 
characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed Development. 

Tents Muir Coast LLA 53.8 LLA is located at very long distance, covering low lying coastal dunes and 
long sandy beach of Tentsmuir Sands, which has restricted visibility of the 
Proposed Development due to low-lying nature of the coast and the very long 
distance. Views of the Proposed Development may also only occur during 
infrequent periods of excellent visibility at such long range. Perceptual 
qualities of LLA including its high degree of naturalness and sense of 
remoteness will fundamentally continue to be experienced, regardless of the 
presence of the Proposed Development, and although it may add a distant 
development influence in the seascape setting, there is no likelihood of these 
perceived landscape characteristics being significantly affected by the 
Proposed Development. 

Largo Law LLA 56.6 LLA is located at very long distance, with large area of intervening landscape 
of East Fife situated between the LLA and the seascape in which the 
Proposed Development is located. Views over Largo Bay and the Firth of 
Forth are characteristic, however these are not towards the Proposed 
Development. Much of the LLA falls outside the ZTV due to the intervening 
landform, with just the elevated area of Largo Law having theoretical visibility.  
Character is fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics. 
There is no likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics being 
significantly affected by the Proposed Development. 

Tay Coast LLA 58.8 LLA is located at very long distance, covering the southern shores of the Firth 
of Tay, which have limited visual associations with the seascape to the east 
and are focused on the Tay to the north. There is restricted visibility of the 
Proposed Development from much of the LCT, with views restricted to areas 
of higher ground. Views over the Firth of Tay are characteristic, however 
these are not towards the Proposed Development. Character is 
fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics and associations 
with the Firth of Tay. There is no likelihood of the perceived landscape 
characteristics to be significantly affected by the Proposed Development. 

Tarvit and Ceres LLA 59.8 LLA is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the coast, 
where views of the sea are not characteristic and almost the entirety of the 
LLA falls outside the ZTV due to the intervening landform.  Character is 
fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics. There is no 
likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics being significantly 
affected by the Proposed Development. 

Dura Den LLA 55.7 LLA is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the coast, 
where views of the sea are not characteristic and almost the entirety of the 
LLA falls outside the ZTV due to the intervening landform.  Character is 
fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics. There is no 
likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics being significantly 
affected by the Proposed Development. 

East Lothian   

  Receptor Minimum distance to 
Proposed 
Development Array 
Area (km) 

Preliminary Assessment 

Monynut to Blackcastle 
SLA 

46.7 SLA is located at very long distance, covering the upland fringes of the 
Lammermuir Hills. Panoramic views overlooking the coastal plain of East 
Lothian to the east with views to the seascape backdrop beyond are 
characteristic, however the character is also influenced by large scale 
onshore wind farm development at the Aikengall/Crystal Rig wind farm 
grouping within this SLA, and the heavily modified coastal margins lie 
beyond. Much of the SLA falls outside the ZTV due to the intervening and 
incised landforms, with views are restricted to the most elevated ground. 
Character is fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics. 
There is no likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics of the SLA 
being significantly affected by the Proposed Development. 

Doonhill to Chesters 
SLA 

47.6 SLA is located at very long distance, covering the northern margins of the 
upland areas of East Lothian encompassing the hills of Pinkerton, Brunt, 
Doon and Spott Dodd to the east side of East Lothian. Although there are 
characteristic views across the lowland to the coast in the east, from the 
higher ground, these are across the heavily modified coastal margins that 
include busy transport routes and large scale industrial/energy developments 
(such as Torness Power Station), such that the Proposed Development will 
result in low levels of change in this context and at such long range. Character 
is fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics. There is no 
likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics being significantly 
affected by the Proposed Development. 

Halls to Bransley Hill 
SLA 

51 SLA is located at very long distance, covering the foothills of the Lothian Edge 
on the upland fringes of the Lammermuir Hills. Panoramic views overlooking 
the coastal plain of East Lothian to the north with views across the Firth of 
Forth are a characteristic, however these are obstructed by large scale 
onshore wind farm development at the Aikengall/Crystal Rig wind farm 
grouping, and the heavily modified coastal margins lie beyond. Much of the 
SLA falls outside the ZTV due to the intervening and incised landforms, with 
views are restricted to the most elevated ground. Character is fundamentally 
defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics. There is no likelihood of the 
perceived landscape characteristics of the SLA being significantly affected 
by the Proposed Development. 

Biel & Bielton SLA 51.7 SLA is located at long distance, covers inland areas away from the coast, 
formed by complex landscape centred on the Biel Water, set within a 
secluded wooded valley. Views of the sea are not characteristic, with the core 
areas of the SLA falling outside the ZTV due to the enclosed landform, and 
visibility further restricted by woodland.  Character is fundamentally defined 
by other (terrestrial) characteristics. There is no likelihood of the perceived 
landscape characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed 
Development. 

Balgone & Whitekirk 
Outcrops SLA 

52.6 SLA is located at very long distance from the Proposed Development, and 
separated from the coast by intervening landscape. The character of the SLA 
is defined by the volcanic outcrop of Whitekirk Hill, its dramatic wooded 
landform of the Heughs and cliffs and lake at Balgone. Although there are 
views to the sea and Bass Rock from the tops, much of the SLA falls outside 
the ZTV due to the intervening landform.  Character is fundamentally defined 
by other (terrestrial) characteristics. There is no likelihood of the perceived 
landscape characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed 
Development. 

Whittingeham to 
Woodhall SLA 

54.4 SLA is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the 
coast, formed by complex foothills landscape around the incised valley of the 
Whittingehame Water. Views of the sea are not characteristic, with the largely 
majority of the SLA falling outside the ZTV due to the landform screening and 
visibility further restricted by woodland.  Character is fundamentally defined 
by other (terrestrial) characteristics. There is no likelihood of the perceived 
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  Receptor Minimum distance to 
Proposed 
Development Array 
Area (km) 

Preliminary Assessment 

landscape characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed 
Development. 

Traprain SLA 55.7 SLA is located at very long distance from the Proposed Development and 
separated from the coast by intervening landscape. The character of the SLA 
is defined by the volcanic outcrop of Traprian Law. Although there are views 
to the sea and landmarks such as Bass Rock from the tops, much of the SLA 
falls outside the ZTV due to the intervening landform.  Character is 
fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics. There is no 
likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics being significantly 
affected by the Proposed Development. 

Whiteadder SLA 56.2 SLA is located at very long distance, covering Whiteadder Reservoir and this 
surrounding upland plateau of the Lammermuir Hills. Views are contained 
within the incised upland landforms around the reservoir, such that almost 
the entirety of the SLA falls outside the ZTV due to the intervening landforms, 
with views restricted to the upland edge of the SLA, close to Aikengall/Crystal 
Rig Wind Farm. Character is fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) 
characteristics. There is no likelihood of the perceived landscape 
characteristics of the SLA to be significantly affected by the Proposed 
Development. 

Lammermuir Moorland 
SLA 

58.4 SLA is located at very long distance, covering the Lammermuir Hills to the 
west of Whiteadder Reservoir. Panoramic views overlooking the coastal plain 
of East Lothian to the north with views across the Firth of Forth are a 
characteristic, however these are obstructed by large scale onshore wind 
farm development at the Aikengall/Crystal Rig wind farm grouping, and the 
heavily modified coastal margins lie beyond. Much of the SLA falls outside 
the ZTV due to the intervening and incised landforms, with views are 
restricted to the most elevated ground. Character is fundamentally defined 
by other (terrestrial) characteristics. There is no likelihood of the perceived 
landscape characteristics of the SLA being significantly affected by the 
Proposed Development. 

Danskine to Whitcastle 
SLA 

58.5 SLA is located at very long distance, covers inland areas away from the 
coast, formed by diverse area of Lammermuir foothills and edge, containing 
several water bodies and rivers. Views of the sea are not characteristic, with 
the largely majority of the SLA falling outside the ZTV due to the landform 
screening and visibility further restricted by woodland.  Character is 
fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) characteristics. There is no 
likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics being significantly 
affected by the Proposed Development. 

Kingston SLA 58.0 SLA is located at very long distance from the Proposed Development and is 
separated from the coast by intervening landscape. Very small SLA 
associated with raised volcanic outcrop with restored historic tower house, 
small traditional settlement and associated large estate house and grounds. 
There are panoramic views south across East Lothian to the Lammermuirs, 
directed away from the coast. Character is fundamentally defined by other 
(terrestrial) characteristics. There is no likelihood of the perceived landscape 
characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed Development. 

Port Seton to North 
Berwick Coast SLA 

59.5 Majority of SLA is located outside the SLVIA study area, beyond 60 km from 
the Proposed Development. Small area of SLA located within SLVIA study 
area is visually associated with the seascape to the north, across the Firth of 
Forth. There is no likelihood of the perceived landscape characteristics being 
significantly affected by the Proposed Development. 

Greywalls Local 
Designed Landscape 

62.2 Greywalls local designed landscape is located at long distance approximately 
62.2 km from the Proposed Development and just over 1km from Gullane 
Bay. The house is built adjacent to the Muirfield Golf Course, home of the 
Honourable Company of Edinburgh Golfers. The intentionally framed 
principal vistas from the gardens look north, over coastal links and dunes to 

  Receptor Minimum distance to 
Proposed 
Development Array 
Area (km) 

Preliminary Assessment 

a panoramic sea view; and south; over pastoral landscape to the Garleton 
Hills and Lammermuirs. The GDL contains a walled garden with views of the 
open sea, to the east, further restricted by woodland on the western 
boundaries of Archerfield Links and the Renaissance Club; and the low relief 
of the Lothian coastal plain.  Character is fundamentally defined by other 
(terrestrial) characteristics. There is no likelihood of the perceived landscape 
characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed Development. 

Scottish Borders   

Lammermuir Hills SLA 49.2 SLA is located at very long distance, covering the upland plateau of the 
Lammermuir Hills.  Panoramic views overlooking the coastal plain of Lothian 
to the north with views across the Firth of Forth are a key characteristic, 
however these are obstructed by large scale onshore wind farm development 
at the Aikengall/Crystal Rig wind farm grouping, and the heavily modified 
coastal margins lied beyond. Much of the SLA falls outside the ZTV due to 
the intervening and incised landforms, with views primarily to the north facing 
slopes, close to Aikengall/Crystal Rig Wind Farm. The Proposed 
Development will result in low levels of change in this context and at such 
long range. Character is fundamentally defined by other (terrestrial) 
characteristics, such that there is no likelihood of the perceived landscape 
characteristics being significantly affected by the Proposed Development. 

15.11.8. DETAILED ASSESSMENT OF DESIGNATED LANDSCAPES 

Northumberland Coast AONB 

768. An assessment of the magnitude of change and residual effects arising from the operation and 

maintenance of the Proposed Development on the defined special qualities of the Northumberland Coast 

AONB is set out in respect of each special quality that has potential to be affected in Table 15.41. This 

assessment of special qualities is informed by the preceding assessments of representative viewpoints 

and visual receptors and CCAs within the Northumberland Coast AONB. In these sections, the e ffects on 

special qualities evident from representative viewpoints are assessed, as well as the residual effects on 

the perceived qualities of each CCA within the Northumberland Coast AONB. The following assessment 

of special qualities supplements those undertaken in the preceding viewpoint and coastal character 

assessments, directly addressing the defined special qualities in the citation for each special quality set 

out in the Northumberland Coast AONB Management Plan (Northumberland Coast AONB, 2020-2024). 

769. The effects of the Proposed Development on the North Northumberland Coast Heritage Coast are 

considered as integral to the assessment of the Northumberland Coast AONB set out this assessment of 

special qualities and for the relevant CCAs in Table 15.37 and Table 15.38. There is potential for inter-

related effects between SLVIA and cultural heritage, as recognised in Section 15.14, which are assessed 

in volume 3,chapter 16. 

770. The assessment of CCAs has highlighted that in general the landscape value of the coastal areas within 

the Northumberland Coast AONB is high and this is recognised by society through its designation as an 

AONB. The sensitivity of the Northumberland Coast AONB to changes arising from the Proposed 

Development is therefore assessed as high and the following assessments of each of the Northumberland 

Coast AONB’s special qualities are based on these qualities of the AONB having a high sensitivity to 

change. Occasionally the sensitivity of parts of the AONB may vary locally on account of some variations 

in susceptibility of different areas within the Northumberland Coast AONB to the specific nature of changes 

associated with the Proposed Development, for example, areas away from coast may be less susceptible 

to changes associated with offshore wind farm development. A worst-case assessment is however made 
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with regards to the consideration of effects in Table 15.41 in respect of the AONBs special qualities being 

considered to be of high sensitivity to change.  

Table 15.41: Assessment of Northumberland Coast AONB Special Qualities 

  Special quality Magnitude of Change and Significant of Effect in EIA terms on Northumberland 
Coast AONB Special Quality 

1. Dramatic natural coastline of 
rocky headlands and cliffs 
contrasting with extensive 
sweeping sandy beaches and 
dynamic sand dune systems 

Special Quality 1 ‘Dramatic natural coastline’ is described in Table 15.12. Essentially, this 
special quality relates to the physical form of the coastline and its underlying geology, which 
result in the long coastline of rocky headlands alternating with sandy bays and mud flats.  

The Proposed Development will not result in any direct changes to the ‘dramatic natural 
coastline of rocky headlands and cliffs’ or the ‘sweeping sandy beaches and dynamic sand dune 
systems’ that underpin this special quality. The operation and maintenance of the Proposed 
Development will result in zero change and not significant effects on the physical aspects of this 
special quality, which will remain regardless of the presence of the Proposed Development.  

The Proposed Development may, however, result in some changes to the perceived drama of 
the coastline and its sense of naturalness, as a result of changes to views of the features that 
contribute to its drama and naturalness. In particular, these features include the sandy beaches, 
rocky headlands and cliffs near the coast.  

The sweeping sandy beaches of the Northumberland AONB are very low-lying to the North Sea, 
and the rocky headlands are not particularly elevated, which limits visibility of the Proposed 
Development at very long distance offshore. Visibility is concentrated to the rocky headlands 
near Berwick-upon-Tweed (Viewpoint 17), and the edges of the low-lying sandy beaches of 
Cocklawburn (Viewpoint 18), Cheswick and Goswick Sands, the north edge of Holy Island 
(Viewpoint 19), and Bamburgh Sands to St Aidan’s Dunes, at very long distances of 45 – 60 km. 
Although the dramatic distant views to the North Sea may be partially changed in excellent 
visibility through the introduction of the Proposed Development wind turbines on the sea skyline, 
due to the separation with these coastal features, the relatively small vertical scale of the wind 
turbines (despite their spread), viewed as horizon development within a large-scale expansive 
seascape (rather than within the immediate setting of the AONB’s beaches, cliffs and 
headlands), the impact of the Proposed Development on the drama of these sweeping sandy 
beaches, their contrasts with rocky headlands and cliffs, and their sense of naturalness, is 
considered to be of medium-low to low magnitude (decreasing with distance from the north to 
the south of the AONB) and the effect is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor) and 
long-term.  

On balance, factoring in all of these considerations and the limited geographic areas of the 
AONB affected, the effect of the Proposed Development on special quality 1 ‘dramatic natural 
coastline’ of the Northumberland Coast AONB is assessed as low magnitude and the effect is 
not significant (moderate/minor). The ‘dramatic natural coastline’ will fundamentally remain 
present and continue to be experienced in the context of the Proposed Development. The 
Proposed Development would therefore not significantly adversely affect the ‘dramatic natural 
coastline’ of the Northumberland Coast AONB. 

2. Coastal and riverside setting 
of iconic historic and cultural 
landmark features which provide 
localised vertical emphasis 
within a predominantly 
horizontal landscape and 
seascape 

Special Quality 2 ‘Coastal setting of iconic historic and cultural landmark features’ is described 
in Table 15.12. Essentially, this special quality relates to the chain of imposing castles at 
Lindisfarne, Bamburgh, Dunstanburgh and Warkworth with special qualities due primarily to their 
dramatic coastal or riverside setting, and legacy of the need to defend this northern frontier. 
Dunstanburgh and Warkworth Castle are located outside the study area and are not considered 
further. 

A number of volcanic rock intrusions along the AONB coastline provide defensive locations with 
Bamburgh and Lindisfarne Castles sitting on top of such outcrops within the SLVIA study area, 
which create dramatic vertical focal points, in a predominantly low-lying landscape, and afford 
panoramic views out to the sea. Due to the distance of the Proposed Development offshore from 

  Special quality Magnitude of Change and Significant of Effect in EIA terms on Northumberland 
Coast AONB Special Quality 
Lindisfarne Castle (53.7 km) and Bamburgh Castle (60.1 km), the position of the Proposed 
Development clearly separated from the coast by expansive areas of seascape and the 
relatively small vertical scale of the wind turbines which are low-lying to the distant seascape 
horizon, the Proposed Development wind turbines will not compete with the localised vertical 
emphasis and landmark focal points of these rock outcrops and associated Bamburgh and 
Lindisfarne castles. 

On balance, factoring in all of these considerations and the limited geographic areas of the 
AONB affected by views of the Proposed Development in the context of these landmark 
features, the impact of the Proposed Development on special quality 2 ‘coastal setting of iconic 
historic and cultural landmark features’ of the Northumberland Coast AONB is considered to be 
low magnitude and the effect is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor) and long-term. 
The ‘coastal setting of iconic historic and cultural landmark features’ will fundamentally remain 
present and continue to be experienced in the context of the Proposed Development. The 
Proposed Development would therefore not significantly adversely affect the ‘coastal setting of 
iconic historic and cultural landmark features’ of the Northumberland Coast AONB. 

3. Remote historic, cultural and 
spiritual qualities and 
ecclesiastical associations of the 
Holy Island of Lindisfarne 

Special Quality 3 ‘Remote historic, cultural and spiritual qualities’ is described in Table 15.12. 
Essentially, this special quality relates to the remote, spiritual quality of the Holy Island of 
Lindisfarne. This assessment focuses on the sense of remoteness that can be found at the 
exposed and relatively isolated stretches of the island, evoked in part by its physical separation 
from the mainland, connected only by a tidal causeway and the wind swept, open landscape 
and exposure. Historic and cultural heritage aspects of this special quality are assessed as part 
of the cultural heritage settings assessment in Chapter 16: Cultural Heritage. 

The Proposed Development will not result in any direct changes to the physical aspects of 
character that underpin this special quality, including the remote position of the island off the 
mainland connected only by the tidal causeway, or its low-lying dunes, mud flats and outcrop of 
Whin Sill atop Lindisfarne Castle is perched, which will all remain regardless of the presence of 
the Proposed Development. 

There will be some changes to the composition of the seascape arising in views from limited 
northern areas of Holy Island and the high point at Whin Sill (Lindisfarne Castle), as a result of 
the Proposed Development, such as Viewpoint 19 (Lindisfarne Castle), potentially influencing 
the perceived remoteness of Holy Island. The addition of man-made elements in its wider 
seascape context may potentially influence the perceived remoteness of the island, by reducing 
the sense of having a relative lack of human influence, however the degree of change is 
moderated by its distant location (49 km from Holy Island and 51 km from Lindisfarne Castle), 
well outside the immediate seascape context and the relatively small vertical scale low to the 
seascape horizon, and by the presence of a number of other man-made elements that are visible 
from Holy Island influencing its perceived remoteness. The form of the Proposed Development 
wind turbines also relates rationally to the exposure of the island. 

On balance, factoring in these considerations and the geographic areas affected, the impact of 
the Proposed Development on the remoteness qualities of Holy Island of the Northumberland 
Coast AONB is considered to be low magnitude and the effect is assessed as not significant 
(moderate/minor) and long-term. The sense of remoteness of Holy Islands will fundamentally 
remain present and continue to be experienced in the context of the Proposed Development. 

4. Rocky Farne Islands 
archipelago, which features in 
many coastal views 

Special Quality 4 ‘Rocky Farne Islands’ is described in Table 15.12. Essentially, this special 
quality relates to the group of twenty eight rocky islands off the coast, which are a distinctive 
feature in particularly striking views of the coastline. 

The Proposed Development will not result in any direct changes to the ‘archipelago feature’ 
forming the ‘easternmost outcrop of the hard dark rock of the Whin Sill’, or the dramatic sea 
cliffs, associated sea birds, rocky shores and waters that underpin this special quality. The 
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  Special quality Magnitude of Change and Significant of Effect in EIA terms on Northumberland 
Coast AONB Special Quality 
operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development will result in zero change and not 
significant effects on the physical aspects of this special quality, which will remain regardless of 
the presence of the Proposed Development.  

The Proposed Development may, however, result in some changes to specific 
aesthetic/perceptual aspects of the seascape setting of the islands and their scenery, evident in 
both views of the Farne Islands from the mainland coast, and views from the islands to the open 
seas and offshore waters experienced by visitors to the islands. These are visual qualities, 
relating to the visual scenery, and the resulting perceptions of sense of place. 

The islands form a particular focus of interest and ‘spectacle’ in offshore views from the AONB 
coastline, particularly the section between Bamburgh and Seahouses. The addition of man-
made elements in the wider seascape context of the Farne Islands may potentially influence the 
‘striking views’ of the coastline, however the degree of change is moderated by the distant 
location (52 - 56 km from the Farne Islands) of the Proposed Development array area, as well 
as its outside the immediate seascape context and the relatively small vertical scale low to the 
seascape horizon. The Proposed Development will only theoretically be viewed in the backdrop 
to the Farne Islands from the southern edges of the SLVIA study area near Seahouses, in views 
north at a range of nearly 60 km. In views from the closest parts of the AONB, such as near 
Bamburgh (Viewpoint 19) the Proposed Development will be clearly separate and in a different 
part of the view to the north-east from the Farne Islands to the south. Views back to Bamburgh 
Castle on the coast with the backdrop of the Cheviot Hills also ‘provide an unforgettable picture 
for the island’s visitors’, however these views west back to the mainland will not be affected by 
the Proposed Development at very long distance to the north, outside these views to Bamburgh 
Castle. 

On balance, factoring in these considerations and the geographic areas affected, the impact of 
the Proposed Development on the striking coastal views of the Farne Islands special quality of 
the Northumberland Coast AONB is considered to be low magnitude and the effect is assessed 
as not significant (moderate/minor) and long-term. The striking coastal views of Farne Islands 
will fundamentally remain present and continue to be experienced in the context of the Proposed 
Development. 

5. Traditional coastal fishing 
villages clustered around small 
harbours 

The operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development will result in zero magnitude of 
change and not significant (none)effects on special quality 5 ‘Traditional coastal fishing villages’. 
The Proposed Development will not change the perceived association between coastal 
settlements and the sea for trading and fishing, nor the shelter afforded by the coastline for 
harbours or the simple vernacular design of these traditional fishing villages that contribute to 
the distinctive characteristic of the AONB. 

6. Views inland to the rounded 
sandstone hills and Cheviot Hills 
provide a dramatic and dynamic 
backdrop to the coast 

The operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development only has the potential to influence 
offshore views and will result in zero change and no residual effect on special quality 6 ‘v iews 
inland’ to the rounded sandstone hills and Cheviot Hills backdrop. 

7. Feeling of exposure and 
tranquillity on the flat, low lying 
open coastal plain and 
windswept coast, with sparse 
tree cover, huge skies and wide 
seascape views 

Special Quality 7 ‘Feeling of exposure and tranquillity’ is described in Table 15.12. Essentially, 
this special quality relates to the strong feelings of tranquillity and remoteness of much of the 
AONB due to its low-lying and open character, the absence of heavy tree cover, low hedges 
and sparse and scattered elements of human habitation and infrastructure.  

The Proposed Development may affect the visual aspects of tranquillity, relating to what is seen 
by people and whether its visible elements detract from the perception of such tranquillity (rather 
than on the aural aspects of tranquillity, which will not be changed). Many of the visual aspects 
of tranquillity relate to the perception of natural landscapes, particularly experienced looking out 
to sea and viewing the coast from Lindisfarne and the Farne Islands, where the sense of 
tranquillity can be found along relatively isolated stretches of coast. The Proposed Development 
may influence the perception of the sea and the perceived tranquillity it provides in the 
experience of the AONB coastline, however simply seeing the Proposed Development wind 

  Special quality Magnitude of Change and Significant of Effect in EIA terms on Northumberland 
Coast AONB Special Quality 
turbines on the sea horizon at very long distance outside the AONB in excellent visibility 
conditions would not be sufficient to negate opportunities to experience tranquillity. All other 
visual aspects of tranquillity of the natural environment which contribute to the experiences of 
tranquillity within the AONB would continue to prevail and moderate the influence of the 
Proposed Development wind turbines, which would often be viewed in the context of exposed 
and wild, rather than tranquil, seas. The Proposed Development may be perceived as relating 
rationally to the exposure to harsh climatic conditions and the primacy of natural environment 
forces that remind visitors of the coastal exposure of the AONB. 

On balance, factoring in these considerations and the geographic areas affected, the impact of 
the Proposed Development on the feeling of exposure and tranquillity of the Northumberland 
Coast AONB is considered to be low magnitude and the effect is assessed as not significant 
(moderate/minor) and long-term. The exposure and tranquillity will fundamentally remain 
present and continue to be experienced in the context of the Proposed Development. The 
Proposed Development would therefore not significantly adversely affect the exposure and 
tranquillity of the Northumberland Coast AONB. 

8. Dark skies Assessed in full in Section 15.11.10 Assessment of Night-time Effects on Perception of 
Coastal Character. The magnitude of change to Special Quality 8 ‘Dark Skies’ resulting from 
the wind turbine aviation lights operating at 2,000 cd is assessed as low to negligible, and 
when combined with the high sensitivity of receptors at this viewpoint, results in a not 
significant (minor), indirect, long term and reversible visual effect. The aviation lights are low 
to the horizon and do not extend into, nor impede, the view of sky at night. The aviation lights 
are not expected to result in obtrusive light that impedes the wider expanse of night sky, which 
can be experienced readily above the viewer, nor result in brightening of the night sky 
(skyglow) or glare on to the sea surface and would therefore not be of detriment to the overall 
experience of the night skies experienced from the Northumberland Coast AONB and it is 
assessed that ‘good views of the night sky’ and areas that ‘retain such dark skies’ will be 
retained. 

EFFECTS (NIGHT-TIME) OF THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

LIGHTING ON VISUAL RECEPTORS/VIEWS AND PERCEPTION OF COASTAL CHARACTER  

15.11.9. ASSESSMENT OF NIGHT-TIME EFFECTS ON VIEWS 

Introduction 

771. The Proposed Development will have impacts on visual receptors/views at night during the operation and 

maintenance phase (as indicated in Table 15.13).  

772. This section provides an assessment of the visual effects arising from the visible lighting requirements 

(aviation and marine navigational) of the Proposed Development.  

773. Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) guidance requires that 'en-route obstacles' at or above 150 m above ground 

level are lit with visible lighting to assist their detection by aircraft. As such, there is potential that parts of 

the Proposed Development may be visible at night. A description of the proposed lighting is found within 

Chapter 3: Project Description. The effect of the Proposed Development at night would result primarily 

from visible medium intensity (2,000 candela) flashing red coloured aviation light fittings located on the top 

of each nacelle of the peripheral wind turbines. 

774. This visual assessment of wind turbine lighting is supported by ZTVs (Figure 15.15) and night-time 

photomontage visualisations from six viewpoints in Figure 15.21h-j, Figure 15.22g-i, Figure 15.25h-j, 

Figure 15.30g-i, Figure 15.35h-j and 15.38f-h.  
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Regulations and Guidance 

775. In the UK, the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) requirements for lighting wind turbines are 

implemented through CAA publication CAP 764: Policy and Guidelines on Wind Turbines (CAA, 2016), 

and CAP 393: Air Navigation Order 2016 (CAA, 2016).  

776. The proposed wind turbines, at a maximum of 355 m to blade tip, would require lighting under Article 223 

of the Air Navigation Order (CAA, 2016). This requires that wind turbine generators in UK territorial waters 

of 60 m or more above sea level HAT), are ‘fitted with one medium intensity steady red light positioned as 

close as reasonably practicable to the top of the fixed structure’  and that ‘the periphery of the group need 

to be fitted with a light’. For the purpose of the assessment, medium intensity aviation lighting is assumed 

to be 2,000 candela fitted on the top of each nacelle, positioned on peripheral structures as show in Figure 

15.1b 

777. For 2,000 candela medium intensity steady or fixed red lights, ICAO indicates a requirement for no lighting 

to be switched on until ‘Night’ has been reached, as measured at 50 cd/m2 or darker. CAA have confirmed 

that UK policy broadly aligns with the International standards, including insofar as the point at which lights 

must be switched on at ‘Night’ rather than ‘Twilight’. 

778. Article 223 of Air Navigation Order (CAA, 2016) also requires that ‘ the angle of the plane of the beam of 

peak intensity emitted by the light must be elevated to between 3-4° degrees above the horizontal plane’, 

but that 20-45% of the peak intensity is to be visible at the horizontal plane and not more than 10% of the 

peak intensity is visible at 1.5 degrees or more below the horizontal plane. This focusses the 2,000cd 

lighting in the horizontal plane between 3-4° above horizontal and allows for a reduced intensity of the light 

at and below the horizontal plane.  

779. Article 223 of Air Navigation Order (CAA, 2016) also allows for 2,000 cd aviation lights to be dimmed to 

‘not less than 10% of the minimum peak intensity’ if ‘visibility in all directions from every wind turbine 

generator in a group is more than 5km’. Visibility conditions are measured using a visibility sensor, to allow 

the aviation lights to dimmed automatically to respond to prevailing meteorological conditions. 2,000 cd 

lights will therefore only be experienced in visibility of <5 km; and their intensity would be dimmed to 200 

cd in visibility of >5 km. 

780. GLVIA3 (Landscape Institute, 2013) recommends that ‘the visual effects assessment will need to include 

qualitative assessments of the effects of the predicted light levels on night-time visibility’ and that ‘reference 

should be made to appropriate guidance, such as that provided by the Institution of Lighting Professionals 

(ILP, 2011)’. 

781. Guidance produced by the Institute of Lighting Professionals (ILP, 2011) is useful in setting out some key 

terminology that is used in this visual assessment of wind turbine lighting: 

• ‘Obtrusive Light - whether it keeps you awake through a bedroom window or impedes your view of the 

night sky, is a form of pollution, which may also be a nuisance in law and which can be substantially 

reduced without detriment to the lighting task;  

• Skyglow – the brightening of the night sky;  

• Glare – the uncomfortable brightness of a light source when viewed against a darker background; and  

• Light Intrusion – the spilling of light beyond the boundary of the property or area being lit, are all forms of 

obtrusive light which may cause nuisance to others’.  

Assessment Methodology 

782. The assessment of night-time visual effects is based on the description of proposed wind turbine lighting 

set out in the MDS in Table 15.13 and the ICAO/CAA regulations and standards described above, utilising 

the methodology set out in Appendix 15.1 (section 1.6). 

783. The effect of the visible lights will be dependent on a range of factors, including the intensity of lights used, 

the clarity of atmospheric visibility and the degree of negative/ positive vertical angle of view from the light 

to the receptor. In compliance with EIA Regulations, the likely significant effects of a ‘worst-case’ scenario 

for wind turbine lighting are assessed and illustrated in this visual assessment.  

784. A worst-case approach is applied to the assessment that considers the potential effects of medium-

intensity 2,000 cd lights in clear visibility. It should be noted however, that medium intensity lights are only 

likely to be operated at their maximum 2,000 cd during periods of poor visibility. A  further assessment of 

the likely residual effects is therefore made factoring in embedded mitigation, i.e., that the 2,000cd aviation 

lights will be dimmed to 10% of their value (200 cd) if meteorological conditions permit (when visibility is 

greater than 5 km).  

785. It should be noted that the Proposed Development wind turbines would also include infra-red lighting on 

the hubs, which would not be visible to the human eye. Details of the lighting would be agreed with the 

MoD. The focus of the night-time visual assessment in this assessment is on the visible lighting 

requirements of the Proposed Development.  

786. The study area for the visual assessment of wind turbine lighting is shown in Figure 15.14 and is coincident 

with the 60 km SLVIA Study Area, however is particularly focused on the closest areas of the coastline, 

within approximately 40 km. 

787. ICAO indicates a requirement for no lighting to be switched on until ‘Night’ has been reached, as measured 

at 50 cd/m2 or darker. It does not require 2,000 candela medium intensity to be on during ‘twilight’, when 

seascape and landscape character may be discerned. The aviation and marine navigational lights may be 

seen for a short time during the twilight period when some recognition of landscape features/ profiles/ 

shapes and patterns may be possible. It is considered however, that level of recognition does not amount 

to an ability to appreciate in any detail landscape character differences and subtleties, nor does it provide 

sufficient natural light conditions to undertake a landscape character assessment.  

788. The assessment of the lighting of the Proposed Development is primarily intended to determine the likely 

significant effects on the visual resource i.e., it is an assessment of the visual effects of aviation lighting 

on views experienced by people at night. The matter of visible aviation and marine navigation lighting 

assessment is primarily a visual matter and the assessment presented focusses on that premise.  

789. The Scottish Government’s Aviation Lighting Working Group is working on guidance to streamline the 

process for night-time lighting assessments. While this guidance has yet to be published, there is some 

consensus that the perception of landform/skylines at night is a relevant consideration (with perception 

being a component of visual effects), however there is also widespread agreement that it is not possible 

to undertake landscape/coastal character assessment after the end of civil twilight, when it is tec hnically 

'dark' and wind turbine aviation lighting is switched on.  

790. To date the only formal recognition of this approach to assessment is the Scottish Ministers’ Decision for 

the Crystal Rig IV PLI. The Reporters concluded in their report at paragraph 4.141: “It can be seen from 

the summaries of evidence above that the parties differ as to whether the proposed aviation lighting would 

be a visual impact alone. We consider that without being able to see and fully appreciate the features of 

the landscape and the composition of views it is not possible to carry out a meaningful landscape character 

assessment. On this matter, we find that the proposed lighting is indeed a visual concern, as the applicant 

asserts.” 

791. In the absence of guidance being available, it is considered reasonable to adopt the findings of Scottish 

Ministers, following a detailed Public Inquiry as this provides support for focusing on the assessment of 

effects of wind turbine lighting as a visual matter. 

792. Assessment of proposed wind turbine lighting on coastal character at night is therefore focused on 

particular areas where the landform of the foreshore, coastal landforms and inshore islands etc may be 

perceived at night with lights in the background on the sea skyline i.e. where a perceived character effect 
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may occur as a component of visual effects; and for particular designations where dark skies are a specific 

‘special quality’ defined in their citation.  

Visual representations 

793. A ZTV map has been produced to show the areas from which the medium-intensity aviation lights may be 

seen (Figure 15.15). This ZTV can be used to identify where the aviation lights may theoretically be visible 

and how many lights may be theoretically visib le from different locations. The ZTV illustrates the ‘bare 

ground’ situation and does not take into account the screening effects of vegetation, buildings, or other 

local features that may prevent or reduce visibility.  It also does not indicate the decrease in visibility of the 

lights that occurs with increased distance. The nature of what is visible from 5 km away would differ 

markedly from what is visible from 15 km or 30 km away, although both are indicated on the Nacelle Light 

ZTV as having the same level of visibility in terms of number of aviation lights visible. 

794. Night-time baseline view panoramas and photomontage visualisations showing medium-intensity nacelle 

mounted aviation lighting are presented from six viewpoints: 

• Viewpoint 1 Johnshaven (NCN1) (Figure 15.21h-j); 

• Viewpoint 2 Montrose (Figure 15.22g-i); 

• Viewpoint 5 Fife Ness (Figure 15.25h-j); 

• Viewpoint 10 Dunbar (Figure 15.30g-i); 

• Viewpoint 15 St Abb’s Head (Figure 15.35h-j); and 

• Viewpoint 18 Cocklawburn Beach (Figure 15.38f-h). 

795. The night-time photography has therefore been captured in low light conditions, after the end of civil 

twilight, when ‘night’ has been reached and when other artificial lighting, such as streetlights, car 

headlamps and lights on buildings are on, to show how the aviation l ighting would look compared to the 

existing baseline at such times, being optimum and worst case for the purposes of the assessment.   

796. Although aviation lighting manufacturers must meet the minimum requirements, their products may vary in 

relation to recommended limits set out in ICAO standards, which makes it difficult producing accurate 

visualisations as the lighting characteristics of different light fittings, of the same intensity, may vary outside 

the minimum requirements stipulated by ICAO. The night-time photomontages shown in these figures have 

been produced to show 2,000 cd lighting, to inform the assessment of worst -case effects assessed and 

are likely to over-represent the visibility of aviation warning lighting experienced in reality, as they are  likely 

to operate at reduced intensity (200 cd) in clear visibility conditions.  

Aviation Lighting Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) 

797. Visual effects of the aviation lighting will only occur where their introduction influences the visual amenity 

and views experienced by people in the area. The geographic areas where these visual effects may occur 

is defined by the ZTV shown in Figure 15.15. The nacelle aviation light ZTV can be used to identify where 

the aviation lights may theoretically be visible and how many lights may be visible from different locations. 

The ZTV is based on the nacelle mounted position of the aviation lights, at 200 m hub height, on each of 

the Proposed Development wind turbines. The base mapping has been darkened to give an indication of 

those areas that will not be affected by visibility of the aviation lighting.  

798. The ZTV has been calculated using digital terrain data, which does not account for the screening effects 

of vegetation or built form. It also does not indicate the decrease in visibility of wind turbine aviation lights 

that occurs with increased distance from the array area or atmospheric visibility due to the  weather 

conditions. The aviation lighting ZTV therefore shows a worst-case and is likely to overstate the actual 

visibility of the Proposed Development, which would be further screened by vegetation or built form and 

visibility of the lights reduced by prevailing atmospheric conditions.  

799. The ZTV (Figure 15.15) shows that the wind turbine aviation lights will not be visible from large geographic 

areas shown in ‘dark grey’ in the mapping with no ZTV colouring, where the terrain prevents views of the 

wind turbine aviation lights. Notably, these areas where the wind turbine aviation lights will not be visible 

include: 

• The inner seascape of the Firth of Forth, broadly west of Eyebroughy on the East Lothian coastline and 

Ruddons Point on the East Neuk of Fife coastline; 

• The inner seascape of the Firth of Tay broadly to the west of the Tay Road Bridge; 

• The sheltered seascape of Holy Island Sands and Fenham Flats to the west of Lindisfarne; and 

• The majority of the inland areas of Aberdeenshire, Angus, Scottish Borders, and Northumberland. 

800. The ZTV (Figure 15.15) shows that the main areas of higher theoretical visibility of the wind turbine aviation 

lights will be from the open seas within the SLVIA Study Area, the offshore and inshore waters and the 

east facing coastlines, including: 

• The coastline and coastal waters between Berwick-Upon-Tweed and Dunbar; 

• The coastline and coastal waters around parts of the East Neuk of Fife, from Pittenweem in the south to 

Boarhills in the north; 

• The Angus coastline and inner coastal waters from Barry Sands in the south to Montrose in the north; and 

• A relatively short section of the Aberdeenshire coastline and coastal waters north of Montrose to the south 

of Inverbervie. 

801. The assessment of effects of aviation lighting on users of the Northumberland Coast AONB is informed by 

the nacelle light ZTV (Figure 15.15) and an understanding of the nature of the likely effects of the proposed 

lighting, gained from observing windfarm aviation lighting at operational windfarms. The ZTV and wirelines 

of the Proposed Development have been used to review the visibility of lighting from viewing locations 

within the SLVIA study area and consider the potential effects.  

802. The assessment of night-time visual effects is undertaken with reference to six representative night -time 

viewpoints, with one viewpoint in each local authority area of the SLVIA study area.  There are no specific 

dark sky parks with viewing locations promoted for viewing the night skies. Night-time viewpoints have 

been considered in the visual assessment due to their potential sensitivity as locations that people may 

visit at night, either incidentally, such as within a settlement, or with the express intention of viewing the 

night sky, such as from St Abb’s Head. 

Viewpoint 1 Johnshaven (NCN1)  

Baseline and sensitivity to change 

803. This existing night-time view from Viewpoint 1 Johnshaven is shown in Figure 15.21i, which includes a 

baseline photomontage representation the night-time lighting of Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm. The 

viewpoint lies on Fore Street, just behind the shoreline with residential development within Johnshaven 

behind. The viewpoint is located within the Cover Bay to Milton Ness coastline character area (SA 3).  

804. Aviation lighting on the Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm will, under certain conditions, be visible in night -

time views at a minimum distance of 28.1 km from the viewpoint, within the distant seascape backdrop to 

the rocky foreshore that characterises the foreground of the view. Further, albeit less noticeable, point 

features of light, include distant cardinal marks and oil platforms rising just over the horizon. Lights from 

shipping traffic and boats occasionally visible as transient moving features at sea. Inland, lighting from 

dwellings facing the coast to the north and south of this location is visible at close proximity along New 

Road and Dock Street. High level street column lighting is also visible along the settlement edge, which 

tends to be slightly brighter than light from dwellings, although more widely spaced. Further south, lighting 

within Montrose and Rossie are visible beyond the largely dark sweep of Montrose Bay, seen at the foot 

of Montreathmoor. The low dark outline of the Montreathmoor hills, Red Head, Long Craig, and the Angus 
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coastline between Land Craig to Deil’s Heid jut out into the seascape and are largely unlit aside from a 

small number of visible light sources, notably Scurdie Ness lighthouse. 

805. The sensitivity of the viewpoint at night is considered to be medium-low, reflecting a low value and the 

receptors experiencing the view having medium susceptibility to change. There is no formal recognition of 

this view having value at night-time (for example, as a dark skies discovery site) and it is not specifically 

promoted to encourage visitors with the express intention of viewing the night sky.  The visual context of 

the Cove Bay to Milton Ness coastline (SA 3) or South-East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA do not identify any 

special night-time or dark sky qualities. With the exception of the rocky foreshore and low dark outline of 

the coast to the south, the details of the coast that add value during the day are not readily discernible at 

night. Although this is an accessible location from which to look out to sea at night, the susceptibility of 

people experiencing the night-time view is influenced by existing baseline lighting of housing and streets 

within Johnshaven and the existing Seagreen 1 offshore wind turbine lighting out to sea, such that the 

susceptibility of receptors is lower than areas where the baseline contains no or limited existing lighting . 

The influence of wind turbine lighting offshore in this portion of the view and at close proximity within the 

settlement of Johnshaven, notably reduces the perception of this viewpoint being a dark location and is 

considered to moderate the susceptibility to change to the appearance of further distant wind turbine 

lighting out to sea.  

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

806. The predicted view of the aviation lights at 2,000 cd is shown on the photomontage in Figure 15.21 j. 

807. Aviation lighting at the nacelle height of the wind turbines of the Proposed Development is predicted to be 

visible in the view at night only in excellent visibility conditions, with the closest potential wind turbine 

aviation light located 51.4 km from this viewpoint. Marine navigational lights at platform level will not be 

visible from the viewpoint due to their relatively low position and the effect of earth curvature forming an 

intervening horizon that prevents them from being visible at such long distance offshore.  

808. The aviation lighting of the Proposed Development wind turbines will introduce further point sources of red 

light into the distance, at slightly varying heights, that will be seen low to the horizon; limiting the intrusion 

into views of stars in the night-sky that may be seen above. The lateral spread of the Proposed 

Development wind turbine aviation lights will appear subsumed behind and overlapping much of Seagreen 

1 to the north, therefore only adding up to a further 12° to the HFoV - a narrow portion of the view, in which 

much of the dark sea skyline will be retained and the coastline views unaffected. Where the Proposed 

Development and Seagreen 1 overlap, the combined lighting array may appear slightly denser. The angle 

of view to the Proposed Development may result in some grouping of aviation lighting to the north and 

south of the array. The visible aviation lights would be small scale and very distant from this location and 

would integrate with the context of other distant wind turbine aviation lighting seen offshore. Overall, this 

is not a dark location and as such the introduction of aviation lighting would be appreciated in the context 

of other light sources, at a range of distances.  

809. As a result of these factors, the magnitude of change on the night-time view resulting from the wind turbine 

aviation lights operating at 2,000 cd is assessed as low, and when combined with the medium-low 

sensitivity of receptors at this viewpoint, results in a not significant (minor), indirect, long-term, and 

reversible visual effect. The aviation lights may influence the continuity between the dark sea below and 

the dark skies above, however they are low to the horizon and do not extend into, nor impede, the view of 

sky at night. The aviation lights are not expected to result in obtrusive light that impedes the wider expanse 

of night sky, which can be experienced readily above the viewer, nor result in brightening of the night sky 

(skyglow) or glare on to the sea surface and would therefore not be of detriment to the overall experience 

of the night skies in this view. 

810. The operation of aviation lighting at the lower intensity of 200 cd when visibility from every wind turbine is 

>5km will provide further mitigation and reduction in the perceived intensity of the visible lighting.  

Viewpoint 2 Montrose  

Baseline and sensitivity to change 

811. The existing night-time view from Viewpoint 2: Montrose is shown on Figure 15.22h, which includes a 

baseline photomontage representation of the night-time lighting of Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm. The 

viewpoint is located just behind the shoreline of Montrose Bay (SA4) within the Beaches, Dunes and Links 

(LCT 388). The view looks south-east over the open sea from parking at the Montrose Beach facilities on 

Traill Drive. 

812. Aviation lighting on the Seagreen 1 offshore wind farms will, under certain conditions, be visible in night -

time views, seen at a minimum distance of 31.8 km. Lights on shipping traffic and boats are transient 

moving features seen at sea. Low-level street lighting around the Montrose Beach facilities is visible at 

close range providing a lighting influence in the nearby baseline environment. The settlement of Montrose 

sits slightly inland of the coast and lights from the settlement are screened by dunes and separated from 

this location by the links course to the west. In more distant views, Scurdie Ness lighthouse is a prominent, 

isolated lit feature visible above the dark mass of the Scurdie Ness headland and seascape to the south -

east. In the far distance to the north, clusters of light within the scattered settlement of St. Cyrus and 

Johnshaven appear along the broad arc of the coastline. 

813. The sensitivity of the viewpoint at night is considered to be medium-low, reflecting a low value and the 

receptors experiencing the view having medium susceptibility to change. There is no formal recognition of 

this view having value at night-time and it is not specifically promoted to encourage visitors with the express 

intention of viewing the night sky. The visual context of Montrose Bay (SA4) or the Beaches, Dunes and 

Links (LCT 388) do not identify any special night-time or dark sky qualities. With the exception of Scurdie 

Ness and lighthouse, the details of the coastline’s character that add value during the day are not readily 

discernible at night. Although this is an accessible location from which to look out to sea at night , the 

susceptibility of people experiencing the night-time view is influenced by existing baseline street lighting, 

settlements along the coastline, vessels and the existing Seagreen 1 offshore wind turbine lighting out to 

sea, such that the susceptibility of receptors is lower than areas where the baseline contains no or limited 

existing lighting. Taking into consideration a baseline that will include wind turbine aviation lighting and the 

localised influence of lighting in close proximity to this viewpoint, and other distant onshore sources of 

light, receptors at this location would not be at a dark location and are considered to have reduced 

susceptibility to the type of change proposed. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

814. The predicted view of the aviation lights at 2,000 cd is shown on the photomontage in Figure 15.22 i. 

815. Aviation lighting at the nacelle height of the wind turbines of the Proposed Development is predicted to be 

visible in the view at night only in excellent visibility conditions, with the closest wind turbine aviation light 

located 48.9 km from this viewpoint. Marine navigational lights at platform level will not be visible from the 

viewpoint due to their relatively low position and the effect of earth curvature forming an intervening horizon 

that prevents them from being visible at such long distance offshore. 

816. The magnitude of change is assessed as low. The visible aviation lighting would be seen as distant point 

sources of red light, at slightly varying heights but generally seen low to the horizon, which would limit 

intrusion into the views of stars in the night-sky overhead. The lateral spread of the Proposed Development 

wind turbine aviation lights will partially overlap with Seagreen 1 to the north, however the majority of 

aviation lights are visible to the south of Seagreen 1, adding up to a further 20° to the HFoV and extending 

lights towards Scurdie Ness. The wind turbine aviation lights would appear relatively evenly spaced across 

much of the northern and central parts of the Proposed Development array area, with a more notable 

cluster at its southern extent which would be seen in the context of Scurdie Ness headland and lighthouse. 
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The visible aviation lights would be small scale and very distant from this location and would integrate with 

the context of other distant wind turbine aviation lighting seen offshore.  

817. As a result of these factors, the magnitude of change on the night-time view resulting from the wind turbine 

aviation lights operating at 2,000 cd is assessed as low, and when combined with the medium-low 

sensitivity of receptors at this viewpoint, results in a not significant (minor), indirect, long-term, and 

reversible visual effect. The aviation lights may influence the continuity between the dark sea below and 

the dark skies above, however they are low to the horizon and do not extend into, nor impede, the view of 

sky at night. The aviation lights are not expected to result in obtrusive light that impedes the wider expanse 

of night sky, which can be experienced readily above the viewer, nor result in brightening of the night sky 

(skyglow) or glare on to the sea surface and would therefore not be of  detriment to the overall experience 

of the night skies in this view. 

818. The operation of aviation lighting at the lower intensity of 200 cd when visibility from every wind turbine is 

>5 km will provide further mitigation and reduction in the perceived intens ity of the visible lighting. 

Viewpoint 5 Fife Ness  

Baseline and sensitivity to change 

819. The existing night-time view from Viewpoint 5: Fife Ness is shown on Figure 15.25i, which includes a 

baseline photomontage representation the lighting of Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm. The viewpoint 

is located on the easternmost tip of the East Neuk of Fife coast, behind the shoreline of the rocky, settled 

coastline (SA 12) and adjoining Coastal Terraces (LCT 193).  

820. Aviation lighting on the Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm may be visible in night-time views seen at a 

minimum distance of 15.6 km and aviation lighting on the Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm may be visible, 

under certain conditions, further offshore 48.6 km to the north. Lights on shipping traffic and boats are 

occasional, transient moving features seen at sea. Onshore, there are a small number of light sources 

seen at close proximity from the cluster of caravans and properties to the south, and ‘Fifeness Cottage’ to 

the north. In more distant views, light sources are limited to scattered points along the long sweep of the 

Angus and Aberdeenshire coast seen to the north, including from settlement and communications masts. 

The light of the Isle of May lighthouse is visible to the south. 

821. The sensitivity of the viewpoint at night is considered to be medium, reflecting a medium value and the 

receptors experiencing the view having medium susceptibility to change. There is no formal recognition of 

this view having value at night-time, nor does the visual context of the rocky, settled coastline (SA 12), 

Coastal Terraces (LCT 193), or St. Andrews to Fife Ness SLA identify any defined night-time or dark sky 

qualities. The viewpoint at Fife Ness is not specifically promoted to encourage visitors with the express 

intention of viewing the night sky, however the dark sky qualities may be more readily appreciated at this 

viewpoint in its more remote position at the eastern extremity of the East Neuk than from the villages 

around the Fife coast that are lit at night. Some of the details of the coastline character that add value 

during the day are not readily discernible at night, however the sea skyline beyond the rocky foreshore, 

profile of the Isle of May and low dark outline of the landform of the coasts to the north and south may be 

perceived at night.  

822. Given the small number of local light sources onshore seen in close proximity this is considered to be a 

relatively dark location in the context of the wider settled coast.  However, wind turbine aviation lighting at 

Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm at mid-range (15.6 km) will be an established part of the baseline in 

the portion of the view towards the Proposed Development, which is considered to moderate the receptor’s 

susceptibility to the type of change proposed.  

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

823. The predicted view of the aviation lights at 2,000 cd is shown on the photomontage in Figure 15.25 j. 

824. Aviation lighting at the nacelle height would be visible in the view at night only in excellent visibility 

conditions, with the closest wind turbine aviation light located 43.3 km from this viewpoint. Marine 

navigational lights at platform level will not be visible from the viewpoint due to their relatively low position 

and the effect of earth curvature forming an intervening horizon that prevents them from being visible at 

such long distance offshore. 

825. The magnitude of change is assessed as low. The aviation lighting of the Proposed Development wind 

turbines will introduce distant point sources of red, seen at slightly varying heights low to the horizon; 

limiting the intrusion into views of stars in the night-sky that might be seen overhead. The lateral spread of 

the Proposed Development wind turbine aviation lights will appear subsumed behind and overlapping 

much of Seagreen 1, therefore only adding up to a further 4° to the HFoV to the north of Neart na Gaoithe 

- a narrow portion of the view, in which much of the dark sea skyline will be retained and the coastline 

views unaffected. Where the Proposed Development and Neart na Gaoithe overlap, the combined lighting 

array may appear slightly denser. The visible aviation lights would be small scale and very distant from 

this location and would integrate with the context of other distant wind turbine aviation lighting seen 

offshore. 

826. As a result of these factors, the magnitude of change on the night-time view resulting from the wind turbine 

aviation lights operating at 2,000 cd is assessed as low, and when combined with the medium sensitivity 

of receptors at this viewpoint, results in a not significant (minor), indirect, long-term, and reversible visual 

effect. The aviation lights may influence the continuity between the dark sea below and the dark skies 

above, however they are low to the horizon and do not extend into, nor impede, the view of sky at night. 

The aviation lights are not expected to result in obtrusive light that impedes the wider expanse of night 

sky, which can be experienced readily above the viewer, nor result in brightening of the night sky (skyglow) 

or glare on to the sea surface and would therefore not be of detriment to the overall experience of the night 

skies in this view. 

827. The operation of aviation lighting at the lower intensity of 200 cd when visibility from every wind turbine is 

>5 km will provide further mitigation and reduction in the perceived intensity of the visible lighting. 

Viewpoint 10 Dunbar  

Baseline and sensitivity to change 

828. The predicted view of the aviation lights at 2,000 cd is shown on the photomontage in Figure 15.30h, which 

includes a baseline photomontage representation the lighting of Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm. The 

viewpoint is located within a developed section of the Eyebroughy to Torness Point coastline (SA 17) and 

adjoining Coastal Terraces (LCT 278), and within the Belhaven Bay SLA. The viewpoint is on the  John 

Muir Way, on the clifftop opposite Wallace’s Head and near the war memorial.  

829. Aviation lighting on the Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm will, under certain conditions, be visible in 

night-time views within the same portion of the seascape as the Proposed Development, seen at a 

minimum distance of 28.1 km. Lights from shipping traffic and boats are transient moving features seen at 

sea. Robert Stevenson’s lighthouse on the Isle of May is visible as a single, distant point of light in views 

to the north. Regarding the influence of artificial lighting seen in the round, inland sources seen at close 

proximity include the extensively glazed Dunbar Leisure Pool, hotels and residential properties along the 

clifftop, and some low-level street lighting. 

830. The sensitivity of the viewpoint at night is considered to be medium, reflecting a medium value and the 

receptors experiencing the view having a medium susceptibility to change. The viewpoint is located within 
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a settled, developed section of coast within which lighting is a feature of night-time views, including street 

lighting in Dunbar, and some lighting from ships at sea. The viewpoint is located within the Belhaven Bay 

SLA, shown of Figure 15.4. Under ‘Special Qualities and Features’, the citation notes:  ‘Lack of artificial 

lighting as well as accessibility makes the Bay a good place to observe the night sky, including on occasion 

the Aurora Borealis, as there is little lighting directly to the north, with the lights of Fife being largely 

obscured by landform’. Under ‘Guidelines for Development’, the SLA citation states:  ‘Any Proposed 

Development must not harm the night-time darkness of this area of the coast ’. In respect of the SLA, this 

viewpoint is within the settlement and, therefore, the qualities of a lack of artificial lighting and night-time 

darkness are not appreciated in the same way from this viewpoint as they are in parts of this SLA to the 

west of Winterfield Mains, within the John Muir Country Park, and within the Tyne Estuary to St. Balred’s 

Cradle.  

831. While the night-time value of views from the SLA are recognised and protected by planning policy, these 

qualities and special features are not fully appreciated from this location. Some of the details of the 

coastline that add value during the day are not readily discernible at night, however the sea skyline beyond 

the distinctive rocky foreshore, small islands and profile of Dunbar Castle may be perceived at night.  

Taking into consideration a baseline that will include wind turbine aviation lighting from offshore wind farms, 

the localised influence of lighting in close proximity to this viewpoint, receptors would not be at a dark 

location, which moderates their susceptibility to the type of change proposed. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

832. The predicted view of the aviation lights at 2,000 cd is shown on the photomontage in Figure 15.30 i. 

833. Aviation lighting at the nacelle height of the wind turbines of the Proposed Development is predicted to be 

visible in the view at night only in excellent visibility conditions, with the closest wind turbine aviation light 

located 50.8 km from this viewpoint. Marine navigational lights at platform level will not be visible from the 

viewpoint due to their relatively low position and the effect of earth curvature forming an intervening horizon 

that prevents them from being visible at such long distance offshore.  

834. The magnitude of change is assessed as medium-low. The visible aviation lighting would be seen as 

distant point sources of red light, at slightly varying heights but generally seen low to the horizon, which 

would limit intrusion into views of stars in the night-sky overhead. The lateral spread of the Proposed 

Development wind turbine aviation lights will partially overlap with Neart na Gaoithe to the north, however 

the majority of aviation lights are visible to the south of Neart na Gaoithe, adding up to a further 30° to the 

HFoV and extending lights across the skyline backdrop to the distinctive rocky foreshore and small islands 

near Dunbar Harbour. The wind turbine aviation lights would be fairly unevenly spaced across the view, 

seen as individual and small groupings of lights. The visible aviation lights would be small scale and very 

distant from this location and would integrate with the context of other distant wind turbine aviation lighting 

seen offshore. 

835. As a result of these factors, the magnitude of change on the night-time view resulting from the wind turbine 

aviation lights operating at 2,000 cd is assessed as medium-low, and when combined with the medium 

sensitivity of receptors at this viewpoint, results in a not significant (moderate/minor), indirect, long-

term, and reversible visual effect. The aviation lights may influence the continuity between the dark sea 

below and the dark skies above, however they are low to the horizon and do not extend into, nor impede, 

the view of sky at night. The aviation lights are not expected to result in obtrusive light  that impedes the 

wider expanse of night sky, which can be experienced readily above the viewer, nor result in brightening 

of the night sky (skyglow) or glare on to the sea surface and would therefore not be of detriment to the 

overall experience of the night skies in this view. 

836. The operation of aviation lighting at the lower intensity of 200 cd when visibility from every wind turbine is 

>5km will provide further mitigation and reduction in the perceived intensity of the visible lighting.  

Viewpoint 15 St Abb’s Head  

Baseline and sensitivity to change 

837. The predicted view of the aviation lights at 2,000 cd is shown on the photomontage Figure 15.35 i. 

838. The viewpoint lies is set back from the lighthouse and coastline between St Abbs head and Eyemouth (SA 

19), at the transition to Torness Point to St Abbs Head (SA 18), within Coastal Moorland (LCT 112). The 

viewpoint lies within the Berwickshire Coast SLA.  

839. Aviation lighting on the Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm will, under certain conditions, be visible in 

night-time views seen at a minimum distance of 33.2 km from the viewpoint. Occasional lights on shipping 

traffic and boats seen as transient moving features at sea. Onshore, there would be some localised, close-

proximity views of artificial light from the ‘Mast Lighthouse Keepers Cottage’. The St Abbs Head lighthouse 

itself is set part-way down the steep cliffs to the east, and thus is not visible from this location due to the 

screening effect of intervening landform. In more distant views to the south, street lighting and lights from 

residential properties within Eyemouth are visible across the shoreline and low hills to the south of 

Coldingham Bay. In distant views to the north, Torness Power Station is a noticeable source of lighting, 

with some less bright lighting scattered along the East Lothian coastline farther north.  

840. The sensitivity of the viewpoint at night is considered to be medium-high, reflecting a medium value and 

the receptors experiencing the view having medium-high susceptibility to change. There is generally 

relatively little lighting on land and at sea, apart from ships and the distant presence of the Neart na Gaoithe 

offshore windfarm aviation lights. The viewpoint at St Abbs Head is not specifically promoted to encourage 

visitors with the express intention of viewing the night sky, however the dark sky qualities may be more 

readily appreciated at this viewpoint in its more remote position than from the villages around the 

Berwickshire coast where lighting is a feature of views, including street lighting in Eyemouth, Coldingham 

and St Abbs and along the A1107. Given the small number of local light sources onshore seen in close 

proximity this is considered to be a relatively dark location in the context of the wider  settled coast. 

However, wind turbine aviation lighting will be an established, although distant, part of the baseline in the 

portion of the view towards the Proposed Development, which is considered to moderate the receptor’s 

susceptibility to the type of change proposed.  

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

841. The predicted view of the aviation lights at 2,000 cd is shown on the photomontage in Figure 15.35 j. 

842. Aviation lighting at the nacelle height of the wind turbines of the Proposed Development is predicted to be 

visible in the view at night only in excellent visibility conditions, with the closest wind turbine aviation light 

located 40.8 km from this viewpoint. Due to the elevation of the viewpoint, marine navigational lights at 

platform level may also be visible in excellent visibility, despite their relatively low position at platform level.  

843.  The magnitude of change is assessed as medium. The visible aviation lighting would be seen as distant 

point sources of red light, at slightly varying heights, seen close to the horizon which would limit intrusion 

into views of stars in the night sky overhead. The extent of wind turbine aviation lights will be visually 

separate from Neart na Gaoithe with a clear gap between them on the sea skyline, forming a distinct new 

array of lights to the south of Neart na Gaoithe. The lateral spread of the aviation lights may occupy up to 

approximately 44° of the HFoV, representing an increase in the lighting of the undeveloped sea skyline, 

while avoiding change to the seascape to the north of Neart na Gaoithe where the open sea skyline will 

be retained and the coastline views unaffected. In particular, the aviation lights being located out to sea, 

contrasting with the dark seascape yet avoiding effects on the perception of the rugged and dramatic 

landforms of the coastline extending north.   
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844. As a result of these factors, the magnitude of change on the night-time view resulting from the wind turbine 

aviation lights operating at 2,000 cd is assessed as medium, and when combined with the medium-high 

sensitivity of receptors at this viewpoint, results in a significant (moderate), indirect, long-term, and 

reversible visual effect. Moderate effects are assessed as significant on receptors experiencing this view 

at night as they fall within the ‘upper’ grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid-grey in Table 15.17) and are 

considered significant primarily due the combination of the medium magnitude of change assessed (in 

comparison to the medium-low magnitude at other viewpoints with not significant (moderate) effects) 

and the sensitivity of this more remote and less developed section of coastline, its elevation affording 

longer range views down over the Proposed Development, together with its closer proximity and wider 

HFoV without a strong influence of Neart na Gaoithe in the baseline. The aviation lights may influence the 

continuity between the dark sea below and the dark skies above, however they are low to the horizon and 

do not extend into, nor impede, the view of sky at night. The aviation lights are not expected to result in 

obtrusive light that impedes the wider expanse of night sky, which can be experienced readily above the 

viewer, nor result in brightening of the night sky (skyglow) or glare on to the sea surface and would 

therefore not be of detriment to the overall experience of the night skies in this view.  

845. The operation of aviation lighting at the lower intensity of 200 cd when visibility from every wind turbine is 

>5km will provide further mitigation and reduction in the perceived intensity of the visible lighting.  

Viewpoint 18 Cocklawburn Beach  

Baseline and sensitivity to change 

846. The existing night-time view from Viewpoint 18: Cocklawburn Beach is shown on Figure 15.38g. The 

viewpoint lies on the regional coast character Berwick Upon Tweed to Holy Island (SA 21), within Holy 

Island Coast (LCT 5a) and adjoining the Rural Northumberland and Coastal Waters (MCA 23) . The 

viewpoint is located within the Northumberland AONB and North Northumberland Heritage Coast. 

847. The night-time view across the seascape is essentially unlit with dark skies above, interrupted only by 

occasional lights on shipping traffic and boats seen as transient moving features at sea. Inland, this is a 

relatively dark section of the coastline, floodlighting at the Scremerston level crossing and less bright 

residential lights at ‘Sea House’ are visible to the north , and transient lighting of trains passing on the 

ECML will be visible at night. Farther north, Berwick Lighthouse is visible as a single distant light, seen 

close to the coast beyond the northern sweep of Cocklawburn Beach. However, in the main, this is a 

relatively dark location on the Northumberland coast. with relatively few other lights along the coast, and 

it is characterised by dark skies. 

848. The sensitivity of the viewpoint at night is considered to be medium-high, reflecting a high value, and the 

receptors experiencing the view having medium-high susceptibility to change. Although there is no formal 

recognition of this view having value at night-time and it is not specifically promoted to encourage visitors 

with the express intention of viewing the night sky, the Northumberland Coast AONB is recognised for its 

dark sky qualities, which is reflected in the character description for this section of coastline. The AONB 

Management Plan (2020-24) defines one of the special qualities of the AONB as ‘Dark Skies’, in which it 

states: ‘Ever-increasing levels of outdoor lighting are constantly diminishing our view of the spectacular 

sky visible on a clear night, and most people have to travel far from their homes to experience a good view 

of the night sky. Areas of the Northumberland Coast AONB still retain such dark skies, and these are a 

special quality of the area, valued by residents and visitors alike ’.  

849. The character description for Berwick upon Tweed to Holy Island (SA 21) also notes: ‘There is little lighting 

on land and none at sea, apart from ships. There would be some lighting from Berwick -upon-Tweed and 

Holy Island on the coast’ and the description for MCA 23 notes: ‘The MCA forms part of a wider maritime 

setting to the Northumberland Coast AONB and the North Northumberland Heritage Coast defined to 

conserve the best stretches of undeveloped coast, charac terised by ‘dark skies’ and high levels of 

tranquillity’. 

850. This is an accessible location from which residents and visitors would be able to appreciate the night -time 

qualities of the coast and seascape. The general lack of visible light sources in the part  of the view towards 

the Proposed Development, in which there are no existing offshore wind farm lights visible, and limited 

influence of artificial lights onshore, are considered to increase the susceptibility to change to the 

appearance of distant lights out to sea.  

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

851. The predicted view of the aviation lights at 2,000 cd is shown on the photomontage in Figure 15.38 h. 

852. Aviation lighting at the nacelle height of the wind turbines of the Proposed Development is predicted to be 

visible in the view at night only in excellent visibility conditions, with the closest wind turbine aviation light 

located 51.9 km from this viewpoint. Marine navigational lights at platform level will not be visible from the 

viewpoint due to their relatively low position and the effect of earth curvature forming an intervening horizon 

that prevents them from being visible at such long distance offshore. 

853. The magnitude of change is assessed as low. Within the view, the wind turbine aviation lights would appear 

spaced out at intervals around the perimeter of the array and may occupy up to 36 degrees of the HFoV, 

however the visible aviation lighting may be seen as very distant point sources of red light, very low to, or 

on, the horizon. This would limit the intrusion of wind turbine aviation lights into the views of the night-sky 

overhead. The wind turbine aviation lights would be small scale and very distant from this location, with 

the very long range impeding the ability of receptors to perceive the intensity of lights out to sea against 

the relatively dark background.  

854. As a result of these factors, the magnitude of change on the night-time view resulting from the wind turbine 

aviation lights operating at 2,000 cd is assessed as low, and when combined with the medium-high 

sensitivity of receptors at this viewpoint, results in a not significant (moderate/minor), indirect, long term 

and reversible visual effect. The aviation lights may influence the continuity between the dark sea below 

and the dark skies above, however they are low to the horizon and do not extend into, nor impede, the 

view of sky at night. The aviation lights are not expected to result in  obtrusive light that impedes the wider 

expanse of night sky, which can be experienced readily above the viewer, nor result in brightening of the 

night sky (skyglow) or glare on to the sea surface and would therefore not be of detriment to the overall 

experience of the night skies in this view. 

15.11.10. ASSESSMENT OF NIGHT-TIME EFFECTS ON PERCEPTION OF COASTAL 
CHARACTER 

855. An assessment of the likely visual effects that would arise from visibility of the proposed aviation and 

marine navigation lighting has been undertaken in section 15.11.9, which has informed the following 

assessment of the effects of the proposed lighting on coastal character.  

856. The viewpoint assessment in Section 15.11.9 found that the proposed wind turbine aviation lighting results 

in not significant (minor) effects on visual receptors at night from the Angus and Fife coastline, due to 

the aviation lights mainly appearing behind, further offshore and with less intensity than the existing 

Seagreen 1 or Neart na Gaoithe aviation lights; increasing to not significant (moderate/minor) from parts 

of the East Lothian coast, where they would increase the spread of lights on the horizon, but will be very 

distant and partially integrate with the Neart na Gaoithe aviation lighting seen offshore; with significant 

(moderate) effects concentrated to the coastline at St Abbs Head. 

857. An assessment of effects from visible aviation lighting on coastal character rests to a large extent on a 

perceptual appreciation of the lighting effects that someone might experience in different levels of darkness 
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at night in the context of the features that define coastal character (such as the skyline and coastal 

landforms). 

858. The SLVIA study area includes several rural coastal areas that are both intrinsically darker at night (Figure 

15.14), afford opportunity to perceive coastal character at night and see the proposed aviation lighting 

(Figure 15.15). In particular, these areas afford potential to experience the sea skyline and its relationship 

with foreground landforms, including distinctive rocky foreshores, cliffs and inshore islands, contributing to 

character, where effects on perceived character may occur as a component of visual effects. These areas 

consist of parts of the coastlines within the following CCAs (which are assessed further below): 

• SA6 Lunan Bay – particularly the dark landform outline of the low headland of Lang Craig to south and the 

cliffs of Rickle Craig to the north; 

• SA12 St Andrews to Fife Ness – particularly from rocky headlands such as Fife Ness and small sandy 

bays within the rock platforms/low cliffs such as Cambo Sands and Balcomie Sands; 

• SA13 East Neuk of Fife – particularly from the rocky coastline and sheltered bays, where there are views 

along the rocky landforms and out to the Isle of May; 

• SA17 Eyebroughty to Torness Point – particularly from the Tantallon Coast and Belhaven Bay SLAs; and 

• SA18/SA19 Torness Point to St Abbs Head – particularly from the Berwickshire coast between Fast Castle 

Head and St Abbs Head. 

859. The assessment also focuses on landscapes with defined dark skies qualities, including the 

Northumberland Coast AONB, where areas ‘still retain such dark skies, and these are a special quality of 

the area’ (Northumberland Coast AONB 2020-2024) and SLAs in East Lothian such as Tantallon Coast 

and Belhaven Bay ‘where proposed development must not harm the night-time darkness of this area of 

the coast’ (East Lothian Council, 2018). 

860. Effects of the proposed aviation and marine navigation lighting on the character of urban areas, which do 

not have dark skies (Figure 15.15) are scoped out of the assessment (however visual effects from certain 

viewpoints in urban areas is assessed in section 15.11.9).   

SA6 – Lunan Bay 

Baseline and Sensitivity to Change 

861. Aside from the small settlement of Lunan and isolated farmsteads and holiday enclaves, there is little 

illumination in this character area, however aviation lighting of the Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm 

may be visible in night-time views out to sea from Lunan Bay at a minimum distance of 35 km. The 

sensitivity of the CCA to changes associated with the lighting of the Proposed Development at night is 

considered to be medium, reflecting a medium value and a medium susceptibility to change. Although the 

limited illumination of the CCA and general lack of development is recognised and it is a popular beach 

that people may visit at night, the CCA is not designated, nor well recognised by society for any defined 

dark skies qualities. The key characteristic that is susceptible to change is the perceived relationship of 

the sea skyline at night with the dark landform outline of the low headland of Lang Craig to south and the 

cliffs of Rickle Craig to the north, which provide a limited sense of enclosure. The open sea skyline , 

however, appears simple across the wide sandy bay that is framed by these headlands, which moderates 

the susceptibility of the perceived character at night to changes associated with distant lighting of the 

Proposed Development.  

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

862. The dark landform outline of the low headland of Lang Craig to south and the cliffs of Rickl e Craig to the 

north may be perceived during civil twilight (dusk), however these characteristics will be appreciated less 

after the end of civil twilight, when it is technically 'dark' and wind turbine aviation lighting is switched on. 

Aviation lighting associated within the Proposed Development will be located at long distance in the 

offshore portion of views from the CCA, on the sea skyline, and will not interrupt the perception of the dark 

landform outline of the Lang Craig headland to the south, nor the Rickle Craig cliffs to the south. The 

aviation lights will appear to extend the influence of distant wind turbine aviation lights on the sea skyline 

to the south of the Seagreen 1 lights, be viewed with separation from the landform, offshore, on or close 

to the horizon in the backdrop to the simple, large-scale seascape and sandy beach. Lunan Bay is located 

at distances over 41.5 km from the potential sources of light, which reduces the magnitude of change as 

viewers are unlikely to perceive the aviation lights to any degree of intensity at such long range. As a result 

of these factors, the magnitude of change on the perceived character of the CCA at night, resulting from 

the wind turbine aviation lights operating at 2,000 cd is assessed as low, and when combined with the 

medium sensitivity of the receptor, results in a not significant (minor), indirect, long term and reversible 

effect. 

SA12 St Andrews to Fife Ness 

Baseline and Sensitivity to Change 

863. Outside of the settlement of St Andrews this is not a well-lit area, particularly on and adjacent to the coastal 

edge, although there is some illumination associated with small settlements, farms and other developments 

such as the St Andrews Bay Hotel. There is a small lighthouse at Fife Ness and the Isle of May lighthouse 

is visible from Fife Ness. Dundee forms a distant light source to the north, the influence of which diminishes 

towards the south. Aviation lighting of the Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm may be visible in night-time 

views out to sea at distances between 28.5 km (at St Andrews) and 15.6 km (at Fife Ness). The sensitivity 

of the CCA to changes associated with the lighting of the Proposed Development at night is considered  to 

be medium, reflecting a medium value and a medium susceptibility to change.  The influence of the Neart 

na Gaoithe aviation and marine navigation lights is notable in the baseline. Although the CCA is recognised 

as not being well-lit at the coastal edge and affords opportunities to access the small sandy bays such as 

Cambo Sands and Balcomie Sands and headlands such as Fife Ness at night, the CCA is not designated, 

nor well recognised by society for any defined dark skies qualities. The key characteristic that is susceptible 

to change is the perceived relationship of the indented coastal edge, low cliffs, rocky platforms and 

occasional sandy bays (such as Cambo Sands and Balcomie Sands) with the dark seascape beyond. The 

seascape character does however have a simple form comprising relatively straight and low-lying coastal 

edge, with simple composition that is open to the seascape, which moderates the susceptibility of the 

perceived character at night to changes associated with distant lighting of the Proposed Development. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

864. The indented coastal edge, low cliffs, rocky platforms and occasional sandy bays of the CCA may be 

perceived during civil twilight (dusk), however these characteristics will be appreciated less after the end 

of civil twilight, when it is technically 'dark' and wind turbine aviation lighting is switched on. Aviation lighting 

associated within the Proposed Development will be located at long distance in the offshore portion of 

views from the CCA, as part of the sea skyline backdrop to the indented, rocky coastal edge. The rocky 

platforms and occasional clusters of small, rocky islands dotted around the sandy bays, such as the Lecks 

and Cambo Brigs (Cambo Sands) and the skellies off Balcomie Sands, are very low lying, almost at sea 

level, so they will remain visually separate from the distant offshore aviation lights of the Proposed 

Development, which will not interrupt the perceived character of these coastal landforms. The lateral 

spread of the Proposed Development wind turbine aviation lights will appear subsumed behind and 

overlapping much of Neart na Gaoithe in views from this CCA at night, therefore only adding a small 

amount to the HFoV of aviation lighting on the skyline, in which much of the dark sea skyline will be retained 

and the coastline views unaffected. The CCA is located at distances between 41.7 km (Fife Ness) and 

52.9 km (St Andrews) from the potential sources of light, which reduces the magnitude of change as  



                                    

 

 

Berwick Bank Wind Farm 110 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

viewers are unlikely to perceive the aviation lights to any degree of intensity at such long range.  The visible 

aviation lights would be small scale and very distant and would integrate with the context of other distant 

wind turbine aviation lighting seen offshore. As a result of these factors, the magnitude of change on the 

perceived character of the CCA at night, resulting from the wind turbine aviation lights operating at 2,000 

cd is assessed as low, and when combined with the medium sensitivity of the receptor, results in a not 

significant (minor), indirect, long term and reversible effect. 

SA13 – East Neuk of Fife 

Baseline and Sensitivity to Change 

865. The area is influenced by the lighting from the regular pattern of villages within the area and the influence 

of towns along both the northern and southern shores of the Firth of Forth, including the city of Edinburgh 

to the southwest. There is a small lighthouse at Fife Ness and the Isle of May lighthouse is visible to the 

south/south-east across the Firth of Forth. Aviation lighting of the Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm 

may be visible in night-time views out to sea at distances between 15.6 km (at Fife Ness) and 32km (at 

Elie). The sensitivity of the CCA at night to the offshore wind farm lighting associated within the Proposed 

Development at night is considered to be medium, reflecting a medium-low value and a medium 

susceptibility to change. The CCA is not designated, nor well recognised by society for any defined dark 

skies qualities. At Fife Ness in particular, but also extending along the coastline to St Monans, the influence 

of the Neart na Gaoithe aviation and marine navigation lights is notable in the baseline. The CCA is also 

recognised as being well-lit at the coastal edge by the regular pattern of villages and by larger urban areas 

visible at night to the south across the Firth of Forth. Generally, the coastline is accessed at the small 

fishing villages (Crail, Anstruther, Pittenweem etc) which are lit at night and have busy harbours. The key 

characteristic that is susceptible to change is the relationship between the coastline of exposed rock 

platforms, small headlands, sheltered bays and the Isle of May in easterly views along the coast, however 

the Neart na Gaoithe aviation and marine navigation lighting already occupy much of the sea skyline 

between the coast and the Isle of May, moderating the susceptibility to further offshore wind turbine lighting 

in this area. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

866. The landform of exposed rock platforms, small headlands, sheltered bays and the Isle of May will be 

perceived during civil twilight (dusk), however these characteristics will be appreciated less after the end 

of civil twilight, when it is technically 'dark' and wind turbine aviation lighting is switched on. The Proposed 

Development wind turbine aviation lights will appear subsumed behind much of Neart na Gaoithe in views 

from this CCA at night, increasing the density of lighting where they overlap, but only adding a small 

amount to the HFoV of aviation lighting on the skyline, into the sea skyline area between Neart na Gaoithe 

and the Isle of May. The aviation lighting associated with the Proposed Development may marginally 

decrease the extent of dark sea skyline between Neart na Gaoithe and the Isle of May, extending lights on 

the horizon slightly nearer to the Isle of May in excellent visibility conditions, however,  the CCA is located 

at distances between 41.7 km (Fife Ness) and 57 km (Elie) from the potential sources of light, which 

reduces the magnitude of change as viewers are unlikely to perceive the aviation lights to any degree of 

intensity at such long range. The visible aviation lights would be small scale and very distant and would 

integrate with the context of other distant wind turbine aviation lighting seen offshore. As a result of these 

factors, the magnitude of change on the perceived character of the CCA at night, resulting from the wind 

turbine aviation lights operating at 2,000 cd is assessed as low, and when combined with the medium 

sensitivity of the receptor, results in a not significant (minor), indirect, long term and reversible effect. 

SA17 – Eyebroughty to Torness Point 

Baseline and Sensitivity to Change 

867. This coastline is settled and developed in places and lighting is a feature of  night-time views, particularly 

around the urban areas of North Berwick and Dunbar, but also from areas including industrial lighting such 

as at Torness and Dunbar Cement Plant, as well as street and car lighting along the A1. There is also 

some lighting from ships at sea. Aviation lighting of the Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm may also be 

visible in night-time views out to sea, at distances between 33 km (at North Berwick) and 46 km (at 

Skateraw). Due to the influence of existing lighting in the baseline, the character of much of the CCA 

therefore has a low sensitivity to the offshore wind farm lighting associated within the Proposed 

Development at night. There are three main areas of the CCA that are considered susceptible to change 

at night. These are within the coastal areas designated as part of the North Berwick to Seton Sands Coast 

SLA and Tantallon Coast SLA (between Eyebroughty and Tantallon) and the Belhaven Bay SLA. 

868. North Berwick to Seton Sands Coast SLA - Dark skies are not identified as a special quality of this SLA. 

The character description notes that ‘at night the lights of Fife sparkle across the Forth’, however the 

guidelines for development note that ‘Any proposed development must not harm the night-time darkness 

of those areas of the coast that are currently darker; Gosford Bay to Craigielaw and Gullane Bents to Broad 

Sands’ (East Lothian Council, 2018). Gosford Bay and Craigielaw are outside the SLVIA study area 

(beyond 60 km), with the main area with susceptibility to change being the area between Eyebroughty and 

Broad Sands, where there is potential for distant offshore wind turbine lighting to appear in the seascape 

backdrop to the small volcanic islands that are distinctive along the shore from Yellowcraig to North 

Berwick (e.g. Fidra, Lamb, Craigleith). The susceptibility is however moderated by these perceived 

characteristics already being influenced by a coastal baseline context that is partially lit at night, locally 

around the settlements of North Berwick, Dirleton and Archerfield, as well as in views across the Firth of 

Forth to the lights of Fife’s coastal settlements, masts and coastal wind turbines, oil rigs and the Neart na 

Gaoithe offshore wind farm aviation lighting at sea, and by the limited and oblique association of the coast 

with the Proposed Development at such long range offshore to the east . The sensitivity of this part of the 

North Berwick to Seton Sands Coast SLA of SA17 to the offshore wind farm lighting associated within the 

Proposed Development at night is considered to be medium-low, reflecting a medium value and a medium-

low susceptibility to change. 

869. Tantallon Coast SLA - Dark skies are not identified as a special quality of this SLA, however the guidelines 

for development note that ‘Any proposed development must not harm the night-time darkness of this area 

of the coast’ (East Lothian Council, 2018). The main characteristics that are susceptible to change at night 

is the perception of the distinctive landform of Bass Rock and the steep coastal cliffs particularly around 

Tantallon, topped by the imposing ruins of Tantallon Castle, from the coastline between North Berwick and 

St Baldred’s Point (Seacliff). Together these are highly distinctive landmarks and their form may be 

appreciated at night in views out to the Forth of Forth, in the context of the seascape backdrop.  The 

susceptibility is however moderated by these perceived characteristics already being influenced by a 

coastal baseline context that is partially lit at night, locally around the settlement of North Berwick, as well 

as in views across the Firth of Forth to the lights of Fife’s coastal settlements, masts and coastal wind 

turbines, oil rigs and the Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm aviation lighting at sea. The sensitivity of 

this part of the Tantallon Coast SLA of SA17 to the offshore wind farm lighting associated within the 

Proposed Development at night is considered to be medium, reflecting a medium value and a medium 

susceptibility to change. The sensitivity to change lessens in the southern part of the SLA where these 

characteristics are not within the more open offshore views and the hinterland is extensively wooded 

around Tyninghame. 

870. Belhaven Bay SLA – Dark skies are one of the defined special qualities of the Belhaven Bay SLA of SA17, 

identified as the ‘Lack of artificial lighting as well as accessibility makes the Bay a good place to observe 

the night sky, including on occasion the Aurora Borealis, as there is little lighting directly to the north, with 
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the lights of Fife being largely obscured by landform’. The guidelines for development also note ‘Any 

proposed development must not harm the night-time darkness of this area of the coast ’ (East Lothian 

Council, 2018). Although there is limited lighting to the north (towards the coast), the southern edges of 

the SLA are influenced by lighting at night within the urban edges of Dunbar and the A1 and ECML on its 

southern edge. The main characteristics that are susceptible to change at night derives from the openness 

of the wide Tyne estuary and Belhaven Bay, which allows for appreciation of the night skies which are a 

feature of the area, and on occasions the Aurora Borealis to the north. The perception of the red sandstone 

cliffs, offshore rocks, skerries and reefs of Dunbar at night are also susceptible to changes in their 

seascape backdrop. Although they are not high, they are dramatic due to their varied form – bays, vertical 

cliffs, platforms, with interesting formations and the historic Dunbar castle with the sea swirling round them. 

The susceptibility of the southern parts of the SLA near the edges of Dunbar and A1 are however 

moderated by the baseline context that is partially lit at night, as well there being existing lighting in views 

to the sea including vessels and the Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm aviation lighting. The sensitivity 

of the Belhaven Bay SLA of SA17 to the offshore wind farm lighting associated within the Proposed 

Development at night is considered to be medium-high, reflecting a medium-high value and a medium 

susceptibility to change. 

Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

871. The coastal landforms of the North Berwick, Tantallon and Belhaven Bay will be perceived during civil 

twilight (dusk), however these characteristics will be appreciated less after the end of civil twilight, when it 

is technically 'dark' and wind turbine aviation lighting is switched on. 

872. North Berwick to Seton Sands Coast SLA - Gosford Bay, Craigielaw and Gullane Bents are outside the 

SLVIA study area (beyond 60 km) and outside the ZTV, therefore the Proposed Development will result in 

zero change and no effect to the night-time darkness of those areas of the coast. The coastline between 

Eyebroughty and Broad Sands is located at distances between 57 - 60 km from the potential sources of 

light, which reduces the magnitude of change as viewers are unlikely to perceive the aviation lights to any 

degree of intensity at such long range. The majority of the aviation lights are also likely to be on or below 

the horizon at such distance from this relatively low-lying section of coast and will result in little change to 

the seascape backdrop of the small volcanic islands that are distinctive along the shore from Yellowcraig 

to North Berwick (e.g., Fidra, Lamb, Craigleith). As a result of these factors, the magnitude of change on 

the perceived character of the North Berwick to Seton Sands Coast SLA of SA17 at night, resulting from 

the wind turbine aviation lights operating at 2,000 cd is assessed as negligible, and when combined with 

the medium-low sensitivity of the receptor, results in a not significant (negligible), indirect, long term and 

reversible effect. 

873. Tantallon Coast SLA - The coastline between North Berwick and St Baldred’s Point (Seacliff) is located at 

distances between approximately 51 - 55 km from the potential sources of light, which reduces the 

magnitude of change as viewers are unlikely to perceive the aviation lights to any degree of intensity at 

such long range. The majority of the aviation lights are also likely to be low to the horizon or beyond it at 

such distance and will result in low levels of change to the seascape backdrop of the distinctive landform 

of Bass Rock and the steep coastal cliffs particularly around Tantallon.  From the closest sections of the 

SLA coastline at Ravensheugh Sands (51 km away), these distinctive coastal landforms are to the north 

and not seen within the more open north-easterly offshore views towards the Proposed Development. As 

a result of these factors, the magnitude of change on the perceived character of Tantallon Coast SLA of 

SA17 at night, resulting from the wind turbine aviation lights operating at 2,000 cd is assessed as low, and 

when combined with the medium sensitivity of the receptor, results in a not significant (moderate/minor), 

indirect, long term and reversible effect. 

874. Belhaven Bay SLA - The coastline of the Belhaven Bay SLA is located at distances between approximately 

47 - 52 km from the potential sources of light, extending further inland along the Tyne, which reduces the 

magnitude of change as viewers are unlikely to perceive the aviation lights to any degree of intensity at 

such long range. The visible aviation lighting would be seen as distant point sources of red light, at slightly 

varying heights but generally seen low to the horizon, which would limit intrusion into views of stars in the 

night-sky overhead. The majority of aviation lights are visible to the south of Neart na Gaoithe, avoiding 

the views to dark skies (and on occasions the Aurora Borealis) the north across Belhaven Bay, which is 

also generally very low lying around the bay and Tyne Estuary. From the Dunbar cliffs, the Proposed 

Development aviation lights may extend the influence of offshore wind farm lighting across the skyline 

backdrop to the distinctive red sandstone cliffs, offshore rocks and skerries of Dunbar, to the south of Neart 

na Gaoithe, however would be of low intensity and would integrate with the context of other distant wind 

turbine aviation lighting seen offshore. As a result of these factors, the magnitude of change on the 

perceived character of the Belhaven Bay SLA of SA17 at night, resulting from the wind turbine aviation 

lights operating at 2,000 cd is assessed as low, and when combined with the medium-high sensitivity of 

the receptor, results in a not significant (moderate/minor), indirect, long term and reversible effect. 

875. From all areas of the SA17 – Eyebroughty to Torness Point, the Proposed Development aviation lights are 

not expected to result in obtrusive light that impedes the wider expanse of night sky, which can be 

experienced readily, nor result in brightening of the night sky (skyglow) or glare on to the sea surface and 

would therefore not be of detriment to the character of these areas perceived at night or the experience of 

the night skies. 

SA18/SA19 Torness Point to St Abbs Head  

Baseline and Sensitivity to Change 

876. This coastline is settled and developed in places and lighting is a feature of views, including street lighting 

in Eyemouth, Coldingham and St Abbs and along the A1107. There is also some lighting from ships at sea 

and the lighthouse at St Abb’s Head. Aviation lighting of the Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm may also 

be visible in night-time views out to sea, at distances between 29 km (at Torness Point) and 33 km (at St 

Abbs Head). Due to the influence of existing lighting in the baseline, the character of much of the  northern 

part of the CCA, between Torness Point and Pease Bay has a low sensitivity to the offshore wind farm 

lighting associated within the Proposed Development at night. The main area of the CCA that is considered 

susceptible to change at night is the coastal areas designated as part of the Berwickshire Coast SLA 

between Fast Castle Head and St Abbs Head. 

877. Berwickshire Coast SLA - Dark skies are not identified as a special quality of this SLA (Scottish Borders 

Council, 2012) and there are no dark skies planning policy protection for this area, a reflection of reflection 

of the value that society attaches to coast at night. The main characteristic that is susceptible to change 

at night is the perception of the elevated moorland and dramatic, steep rocky coastline of cliffs and bays, 

recognised in the SLA citation (SBC, 2012) as a ‘unique landscape on the east coast of Scotland’. The 

landform of this steep rocky coastline of cliffs extending between Fast Castle Head and St Abbs Head in 

particular, may be perceived at night in the context of the wider the sea skyline. The susceptibility of this 

stretch of coastline, between Fast Castle Head and St Abbs Head, is relatively higher than other parts of 

this CCA as there is generally relatively little lighting on land and at sea, apart from ships and the distant 

presence of the Neart na Gaoithe offshore windfarm aviation lights. In distant views to the north, Torness 

Power Station is a noticeable source of lighting, with some less bright lighting scattered along the East 

Lothian coastline farther north. The sensitivity of this part of the Berwickshire Coast SLA of SA18/SA19 

between Fast Castle and St Abbs Head, to the offshore wind farm lighting associated within the Proposed 

Development at night is considered to be medium-high, reflecting a medium value and a medium-high 

susceptibility to change.  
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Magnitude of change and significance of effect in EIA terms 

878. Berwickshire Coast SLA - The coastline of the Berwickshire Coast SLA of SA18/SA19 between Fast Castle 

and St Abbs Head is located at distances between approximately 40 km (Fast Castle) to 38 km from the 

potential sources of light, which reduces the magnitude of change as viewers are unlikely to perceive the 

aviation lights to any degree of intensity at such long range.  

879. The visible aviation lighting would be seen as distant point sources of red light, at slightly varying heights, 

seen close to the horizon which would limit intrusion into views of stars in the night sky overhead. The 

extent of wind turbine aviation lights will be visually separate from Neart na Gaoithe with a clear gap 

between them on the sea skyline, forming a distinct new array of lights to the south of Neart na Gaoithe, 

representing an increase in the lighting of the undeveloped sea skyline. The aviation l ights are located out 

to sea, contrasting with the dark seascape, yet being located in an area which is visually separated from 

the coast and therefore avoids effects on the perception of the elevated moorland and dramatic, steep 

rocky coastline of cliffs and bays, extending to the north. As a result of these factors, the magnitude of 

change on the night-time view resulting from the wind turbine aviation lights operating at 2,000 cd is 

assessed as medium, and when combined with the medium-high sensitivity of receptors at this viewpoint, 

results in a significant (moderate), indirect, long-term, and reversible visual effect. Moderate effects are 

assessed as significant on receptors experiencing the perceived character at night as they  fall within the 

‘upper’ grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid-grey in Table 15.17) and are considered significant 

primarily due the combination of the medium magnitude of change assessed (in comparison to the medium-

low magnitude at other receptors with not significant (moderate) effects and the sensitivity of this more 

remote and less developed section of coastline, its elevation affording longer range views down over the 

Proposed Development, together with its closer proximity and wider HFoV without a strong influence of 

Neart na Gaoithe in the baseline. 

880. The aviation lights may influence the continuity between the dark sea below and the dark skies above, 

however they are low to the horizon and do not extend into, nor impede, the view of sky at night. The 

aviation lights are not expected to result in obtrusive light that impedes the wider expanse of night sky, 

which can be experienced readily above the viewer, nor result in brightening of the night sky (skyglow) or 

glare on to the sea surface and would therefore not be of detriment to the overall experience of the night 

skies experienced from SA18/SA19 Torness Point to St Abbs Head. 

Northumberland Coast AONB 

881. Northumberland Coast AONB Special Quality 8 ‘Dark Skies’ is described in the AONB Management Plan 

(Northumberland Coast AONB, 2020-2024) as follows: 

882. ‘Ever-increasing levels of outdoor lighting are constantly diminishing our view of the spectacular sky visible 

on a clear night, and most people have to travel far from their homes to experience a good view of the 

night sky. Areas of the Northumberland Coast AONB still retain such dark skies, and these are a special 

quality of the area, valued by residents and visitors alike’.  

883.  The Northumberland Coast AONB is not a dark sky park (the Northumberland Dark Sky Park lies inland 

and outside the SLVIA study area, within the Northumberland National Park), however part of the 

appreciation of the Northumberland Coast AONB defined in Special Quality 8 is the ability to experience 

‘a good view of the night sky’ and areas that ‘retain such dark skies’. Areas with night-time light pollution 

within the AONB are centred upon the main settlements of Haggerston and Bamburgh, which are relatively 

small in size, however lighting from the larger settlement of Berwick-upon-Tweed located outside the AONB 

influences the night skies viewed from the northern part of the AONB. Lights from cars and street lighting 

along the main A1 road corridor and scattered settlement also provide sources of baseline lighting at night. 

The areas with darkest nights skies and low levels of night light pollution (Figure 15.15) are the coastal 

areas and nearshore seascape in the southern part of the SLVIA study around Holy Island sands, 

Lindisfarne NNR/Fenham Flats and the Farne Islands. 

884. The WTG aviation lights are not located within the Northumberland Coast AONB. The closest part of 

Northumberland Coast AONB is located 47.9 km from the Proposed Development at its closest point, with 

the areas of darkest nights skies around Holy Island sands/Lindisfarne NNR being located 53 km to 60 km 

from the Proposed Development. The WTG aviation lights may however be visible offshore from viewpoints 

in the Northumberland Coast AONB at very long range, during limited periods of excellent visibility, and 

therefore have the potential to affect the experience of dark skies qualities in views from the AONB. 

885. As shown in the WTG aviation lighting ZTV (Figure 15.10e), there is theoretical visibility of the WTG 

aviation lights from the area of the AONB between Cocklawburn (Viewpoint 18) and Holy Island (Viewpoint 

19) to people viewing the sky at night, however there is no visibility or very low visibility from the areas of 

darkest nights skies around Hold Island sands/Lindisfarne NNR, which are low lying and largely screened 

by the intervening landforms of Holy Island to the north. These principal areas of the Northumberland 

Coast AONB where qualities of the night-time skies may be appreciated will not be affected by the 

Proposed Development. 

886. Changes to the appreciation of dark night skies could occur principally in long distance views from the 

closest coastline of the Northumberland Coast AONB, however as demonstrated in the assessment of 

Viewpoint 18 from Cocklawburn Beach (Figure 15.38h), the magnitude of change on views from this part 

of the AONB at night is assessed as low. The aviation lighting may only be seen as very distant point 

sources of red light, very low to, or on, the horizon, at very long range, which would limit the intrusion o f 

wind turbine aviation lights into the views of the night-sky overhead. The wind turbine aviation lights would 

be small scale and very distant, with the very long range impeding the ability of receptors to perceive the 

intensity of lights out to sea against the relatively dark background.  

887. The magnitude of change to Special Quality 8 ‘Dark Skies’ resulting from the wind turbine aviation lights 

operating at 2,000 cd is assessed as low to negligible, and when combined with the high sensitivity of 

receptors at this viewpoint, results in a not significant (minor), indirect, long term and reversible visual 

effect. The aviation lights are low to the horizon and do not extend into, nor impede, the view of sky at 

night. The aviation lights are not expected to result in obtrusive light that impedes the wider expanse of 

night sky, which can be experienced readily above the viewer, nor result in brightening of the night sky 

(skyglow) or glare on to the sea surface and would therefore not be of detriment to the overall experience 

of the night skies experienced from the Northumberland Coast AONB and it is assessed that ‘good views 

of the night sky’ and areas that ‘retain such dark skies’ will be retained. 

15.12. CUMULATIVE EFFECTS ASSESSMENT 

15.12.1. METHODOLOGY 

Approach to Additional or Combined Cumulative Effects 

888. The Cumulative Effects Assessment (CEA) takes into account the impact associated with the Proposed 

Development together with other relevant plans, projects and activities. Cumulative effects are therefore 

the additional or combined effect of the Proposed Development in combination with the effects from a 

number of different projects, on the same receptor or resource. Please see volume 1, chapter 6 for detail 

on CEA methodology.  

889. GLVIA3 (Landscape Institute and IEMA 2013, p120) defines cumulative landscape and visual effects as 

those that ‘result from additional changes to the landscape and visual amenity caused by the proposal in 

conjunction with other developments (associated with or separate to it), or actions that occurred in the 

past, present or are likely to occur in the foreseeable future .’  

890. NatureScot’s guidance, Assessing the Cumulative Impact of Onshore Wind Energy Developments 

(NatureScot 2012) is widely used across the UK to inform the specific assessment of the cumulat ive effects 
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of windfarms. Both GLVIA3 and NatureScot’s guidance provide the basis for the methodology for the 

cumulative SLVIA undertaken in the SLVIA. The NatureScot (2012) guidance defines:  

• “Cumulative effects as the additional changes caused by a Proposed Development in conjunction with 

other similar developments or as the combined effect of a set of developments taken together (NatureScot, 

2012: p4); 

• Cumulative landscape effects are those effects that ‘can impact on either the physical fabric or character 

of the landscape, or any special values attached to it’ (NatureScot, 2012, p10); and 

• Cumulative visual effects are those effects that can be caused by combined visibility, which occurs where 

the observer is able to see two or more developments from one viewpoint and / or sequential effects which 

occur when the observer has to move to another viewpoint to see different developments” (NatureScot, 

2012, p11). 

891. In line with NatureScot guidance and GLVIA3, cumulative effects are assessed in this SLVIA as  the 

additional changes caused by the Proposed Development in conjunction with other similar developments  

(not the totality of the cumulative effect). The CEA assesses the cumulative effect of the proposed 

development with other projects (Table 15.42) against the baseline (Section 15.7), with the assessment of 

significance apportioning the amount of the effect that is attributable to the Proposed Development. The 

contribution of the proposed development to the cumulative effect upon the baseline character/view is 

assessed and information provided on ‘how the effects of the applicant’s proposal would combine and 

interact with the effects of other development ’ (PINS, 2019). Adjacent developments may complement one 

another, or may be discordant with one another, and it is the increased or reduced level of significance of 

effects which arises because of this change that is assessed in the CEA, such as through design 

discordance or proliferation of multiple developments affecting characteristics or new geographic areas, 

and ultimately if character changes occur because of multiple developments becoming a prevailing 

characteristic of the seascape or view. 

Tiered Approach to CEA 

892. In accordance with NatureScot guidance and GLVIA3 (para 7.13), existing projects and those which are 

under construction (Table 15.42) are included in the SLVIA baseline and described as part of the baseline 

conditions, including the extent to which these have altered character and views, and affected sensitivity 

to windfarm development. An assessment of the additional effect of the Proposed Development is 

undertaken in conjunction with a baseline that includes operational and under-construction projects as part 

of the main assessment in Section 15.11. This includes assessment of the Proposed Development against 

magnitude factors such as its size, scale, spread and landscape context, as well as cumulative effect 

factors relating to the operational and under-construction wind farms, such as its increase in spread, 

aesthetic relationship, and contrasts of size and spacing of wind turbines of the projects. 

893. A further assessment of the additional cumulative seascape, landscape and visual effects of the Proposed 

Development with other potential future projects is undertaken in the Cumulative Effects Assessment 

(CEA) in this Section 15.12. 

894. In undertaking this CEA for the Proposed Development, it is important to bear in mind that other projects 

and plans under consideration will have differing potential for proceeding to an operational stage and 

hence a differing potential to ultimately contribute to a cumulative impact alongside the Proposed 

Development. Therefore, a tiered approach has been adopted. This provides a framework for placing 

relative weight upon the potential for each project/plan to be included in the CEA to ultimately be realised, 

based upon the project/plan’s current stage of maturity and certainty in the projects’ parameters. The tiered 

approach which will be utilised within the Proposed Development CEA employs the following tiers:  

• tier 1 assessment – Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm offshore) with Berwick Bank Wind 

Farm onshore (whole project effect assessment); 

• tier 2 assessment – All plans/projects assessed under Tier 1, plus projects with consent and submitted but 

not yet determined; 

• tier 3 assessment – All plans/projects assessed under Tier 2, plus those projects with a Scoping Report; 

and 

• tier 4 assessment – All plans/projects assessed under Tier 3, plus those projects likely to come forward 

where an Agreement for Lease (AfL) has been granted.  

895. This tiered approach has been adopted to provide an explicit assessment of the Proposed Development  

as a whole.  

896. The projects and plans selected as relevant to the CEA presented within this chapter are based upon the 

results of a screening exercise (see volume 3, appendix 6.4 of the Offshore EIA Report). Each project or 

plan has been considered on a case by case basis for screening in or out of this chapter's assessment 

based upon data confidence, effect-receptor pathways and the spatial/temporal scales involved. A 

comprehensive ‘long list’ of projects was reviewed, and projects within the cumulative search area base 

plan compiled within the 60 km SLVIA study area (Figure 15.16), with potential for cumulative impact 

interactions. The specific projects scoped into the CEA for seascape, landscape and visual receptors, are 

set out in Table 15.42. 

897. As described in volume 1, chapter 3, the Applicant is developing an additional export cable grid connection 

to Blyth, Northumberland (the Cambois connection). Therefore, applications for necessary consents 

(including marine licences) associated with the Cambois connection will be applied for separately. The 

CEA for the Cambois connection is based on information presented in the Cambois Connection Scoping 

Report (SSER, 2022e), submitted in October 2022. The Cambois connection has been scoped out of the 

CEA in this SLVIA on the basis that there will be no potential for significant cumulative effect-receptor 

pathways for coastal character and visual receptors. During construction there may be an increase in 

vessel movements visible during cable laying however these will be at long distance offshore within the 

Cambois Connection export cable route located approximately 40 km from the nearest coastline of the 

SLVIA study area (at St Abbs Head and Holy Island). During operation, the offshore cables will be located 

below the sea surface so would not be visible as part of the seascape or views once operational and would 

therefore have no potential for operational cumulative effects with the Proposed Development on 

seascape, landscape and visual receptors. 

898. The range of potential cumulative effects that are identified and included in the CEA, is a subset of those 

considered for the Proposed Development alone assessment. This is because some of the potential 

impacts identified and assessed for the Proposed Development alone, are of low magnitude, or localised 

geographic extent and temporary in nature. It is considered therefore, that these potential impacts have 

limited or no potential to interact with similar changes associated with other plans or projects. These have 

therefore been scoped out of the cumulative effects assessment.  

899. Similarly, some of the potential impacts considered within the Proposed Development alone assessment 

are specific to a particular phase of development (e.g., construction, operation and maintenance or 

decommissioning). Where the potential for cumulative effects with other plans or projects only have 

potential to occur where there is spatial or temporal overlap with the Proposed Development during certain 

phases of development, impacts associated with a certain phase may be omitted from further consideration 

where no plans or projects have been identified that have the potential for cumulative effects during this 

period. 

Maximum Design Scenario 

900. The maximum design scenarios identified in Table 15.42 have been selected as those having the potential 

to result in the greatest effect on an identified receptor or receptor group. The cumulative effects presented 

and assessed in this section have been selected from the details provided in volume 1, chapter 3 of the 

Offshore EIA Report as well as the information available on other projects and plans, to inform a ‘maximum 

design scenario’. Effects of greater adverse significance are not predicted to arise should any other 

development scenario, based on details within the PDE (e.g., different wind turbine layout), to that 

assessed here, be taken forward in the final design scheme. 



                                    

 

 

Berwick Bank Wind Farm 114 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

 



                                    

 

 

Berwick Bank Wind Farm 115 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

Table 15.42: List of Other Projects and MDS Considered Within the CEA for Seascape, Landscape and Visual  

Project/Plan Status  
 

Distance 
from Array 
Area (km) 

Distance from 
Offshore Export 
Cable Routes 
(km) 

Description of Project/MDS Overlap with the 
Proposed 
Development 

Cumulative Effect of Potential 
Significance 

Phase6 How Assessed? 

C O D 

Baseline (Operational and under-construction projects that are part of the baseline and considered as part of assessment in Section 15.11) 

 Offshore Wind Projects and Associated Cables 

Kincardine  Operational 56.5 95.0 Five Vestas V164-9.5 MW at 191 m blade tip height and One 
V80-2 MW wind turbine (KOWL, 2019). Each installed on 
WindFloat® semi-submersible platforms. Red 2,000 candela 
360° wind turbine aviation lighting at nacelle height (166 m) on 
all wind turbines (KOWL, 2019). When visibility exceeds 5 
kilometres, light intensity of aviation lighting will be reduced to 
10% (200 candela) of the minimum peak intensity. Yellow 360° 
marine navigation lighting at platform level (at least 6m above 
water but not above 30m) with a nominal range of 5nm (KOWL, 
2019). 

Operational since August 
2021. Project operational 
phase overlaps with 
Proposed Development 
operational phase. 

Effects (daytime and night-time) of the 
operation and maintenance of the 
offshore elements of the Proposed 
Development on coastal character, 
special qualities of designated 
landscapes and views/visual amenity 

 ✓  Considered as part of the 
baseline conditions in 
assessment of significance 
(section 15.11) and Tier 2 
assessment in Section 
15.12.3. 

Neart na Gaoithe  Under construction 14.6 15.7 54 wind turbines with assumed maximum blade tip height 208 
m above LAT (rotor diameter 167m and hub height 125 m) as a 
worst-case, using consented wind turbine layout from the 
Development Specification and Layout Plan (DSLP) (Neart na 
Gaoithe offshore wind farm, June 2020). Red 2,000 candela 
360° wind turbine aviation lighting at nacelle height (125m) on 
all peripheral wind turbines (Neart na Gaoithe Offshore Wind 
Farm, 2020 – Figure 4.1), when visibility exceeds 5 kilometres 
light intensity of aviation lighting will be reduced to 10% (200 
candela) of the minimum peak intensity. All other internal 
structures will also have a low intensity search and rescue 
(SAR) light, switched off during normal operations. Significant 
peripheral structures (SPS) marked with yellow 360° marine 
navigation lighting at platform level (at least 6m above water but 
not above 30m) with a nominal range of 5nm (Neart na Gaoithe 
Offshore Wind Farm, 2020 - Figure 5.2). 

Under construction 
offshore August 2020 – 
2023 expected to be 
operational. Project 
operational phase 
overlaps with Proposed 
Development operational 
phase. 

Effects (daytime and night-time) of the 
operation and maintenance of the 
offshore elements of the Proposed 
Development on coastal character, 
special qualities of designated 
landscapes and views/visual amenity 

 ✓  Considered as part of the 
baseline conditions in 
assessment of significance 
(section 15.11) and Tier 2 
assessment in Section 
15.12.3. 

Seagreen 1  Under construction 4.3 45.2 114 x 10MW Vestas V164 (164 m Rotor Diameter), with 
assumed blade tip height 205 m above LAT (and hub height 
123 m) (‘Seagreen 1’) are currently under construction, 
assumed to be located as per the layout in the Seagreen 1 s36 
Application Screening Report (SWEL, 2022). Red 2,000 
candela 360° wind turbine aviation lighting at nacelle height 
(123m) on all peripheral wind turbines (SWEL, 2020 – Figure 
3.2), when visibility exceeds 5 kilometres light intensity of 
aviation lighting will be reduced to 10% (200 candela) of the 
minimum peak intensity. All other internal structures will also 
have a low intensity search and rescue (SAR) light, switched off 
during normal operations. Significant peripheral structures 
(SPS) marked with yellow 360° marine navigation lighting at 
platform level (at least 6m above water but not above 30m) with 
a nominal range of 5nm (SWEL, 2020 - Figure 4.3). 
 

Under construction 
offshore December 2020 – 
early 2023 expected to be 
operational. Project 
operational phase 
overlaps with Proposed 
Development operational 
phase. 

Effects (daytime and night-time) of the 
operation and maintenance of the 
offshore elements of the Proposed 
Development on coastal character, 
special qualities of designated 
landscapes and views/visual amenity 

 ✓  Considered as part of the 
baseline conditions in 
assessment of significance 
(section 15.11) and Tier 2 
assessment in Section 
15.12.3. 

Onshore Wind Farms 
*Onshore wind farms defined through cumulative search using local authority planning portals containing onshore wind energy projects/applications. 

 

 

6 C = Construction, O = Operational and maintenance, D = Decommissioning 
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Project/Plan Status  
 

Distance 
from Array 
Area (km) 

Distance from 
Offshore Export 
Cable Routes 
(km) 

Description of Project/MDS Overlap with the 
Proposed 
Development 

Cumulative Effect of Potential 
Significance 

Phase6 How Assessed? 

C O D 

Aikengall 1 Operational 50.6 7.2 16 wind turbines x 125 m blade tip height Project operational phase 
overlaps with Proposed 
Development operational 
phase. 

Effects (daytime) of the operation and 
maintenance of the offshore elements 
of the Proposed Development on 
coastal character, special qualities of 
designated landscapes and 
views/visual amenity. As aviation 
lighting is only required for wind 
turbines over 150 m blade tip height, 
the night-time effects of the operation 
and maintenance of the offshore 
elements of the Proposed 
Development on coastal character, 
special qualities of designated 
landscapes and views/visual amenity 
are scoped out. 

 ✓  Considered as part of the 
baseline conditions in 
assessment of significance 
(section 15.11) and Tier 2 
assessment in Section 
15.12.3 

Aikengall 2 Operational 49.8 7.9 19 wind turbines x 145 m blade tip height 

Airdrie Farm Operational 44.3 34.8 1 wind turbine x 74 m blade tip height 

Ascurry Farm Operational 49.5 70.4 1 wind turbine x 77 m blade tip height 

Barmoor Operational 55.8 40.8 6 wind turbines x 110.5 m blade tip height 

Berwick Ramparts Operational 40.0 25.2 1 wind turbine x 74 m blade tip height 

Black Hill Operational 54.8 18.4 22 wind turbines x 78 m blade tip height 

Blackburn Rig Farm Operational 45.3 10.2 1 wind turbine x 50.1 m blade tip height 

Blackhouse Cottage Operational 45.6 16.6 1 wind turbine x 74 m blade tip height 

Bonerbo Operational 46.7 35.4 3 wind turbines x 67 m blade tip height 

Bonerbo Additional Turbine Operational 46.7 35.2 1 wind turbine x 67 m blade tip height 

Brigton Farm Operational 50.9 86.5 1 wind turbine x 67 m blade tip height 

Brockholes Operational 44.7 14.0 3 wind turbines x 84 m blade tip height 

Brownieleys Operational 47.0 85.0 3 wind turbines x 100 m blade tip height 

Clochnahill Operational 54.5 94.1 4 wind turbines x 81 m blade tip height 

Cornceres Farm  Operational 43.6 31.7 1 wind turbine x 53.5 m blade tip height 

Craig Garbill Operational 44.8 83.5 1 wind turbine x 79.6 m blade tip height 

Criggie Operational 44.9 81.2 1 wind turbine x 79.6 m blade tip height 

Cruivie Farm Operational 58.1 54.9 1 wind turbine x 67 m blade tip height 

Crystal Rig III Operational 52.1 8.6 6 wind turbines x 110 m blade tip height 

Crystal Rig Phase 1 Operational 52.3 9.0 25 wind turbines x 100 m blade tip height 

Crystal Rig Phase 1a Operational 53.1 10.1 25 wind turbines x 100 m blade tip height 

Crystal Rig Phase 2 Operational 53.1 9.4 60 wind turbines x 125 m blade tip height 

Drone Hill Operational 39.4 9.0 22 wind turbines x 76 m blade tip height 

Droop Hill Operational 55.5 94.0 2 wind turbines x 100 m blade tip height 

Drumlithie Feed Mill Operational 55.8 94.7 3 wind turbines x 100 m blade tip height 

Dubton Farm Operational 48.3 74.7 1 wind turbine x 77 m blade tip height 

East Drums Operational 48.3 78.3 1 wind turbine x 67 m blade tip height 

East Town Farm Operational 58.2 97.3 1 wind turbine x 79 m blade tip height 

Easter Tulloch Operational 47.3 85.1 3 wind turbines x 100 m blade tip height 

Ferneylea Operational 47.7 6.4 2 wind turbines x 71 m blade tip height 
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Project/Plan Status  
 

Distance 
from Array 
Area (km) 

Distance from 
Offshore Export 
Cable Routes 
(km) 

Description of Project/MDS Overlap with the 
Proposed 
Development 

Cumulative Effect of Potential 
Significance 

Phase6 How Assessed? 

C O D 

Ferniebrae Operational 52.5 92.2 1 wind turbine x 54 m blade tip height 

Finavon House Operational 56.7 79.9 1 wind turbine x 67 m blade tip height 

Fordoun Sawmill Operational 52.6 90.7 1 wind turbine x 77 m blade tip height 

Greenhillock Kirkbuddo Operational 52.8 70.3 1 wind turbine x 67 m blade tip height 

Herscha Hill Operational 56.2 94.0 1 wind turbine x 80 m blade tip height 

Highfield Operational 44.5 83.5 1 wind turbine x 79.6 m blade tip height 

Hillhead of Auquhirie Operational 54.6 94.2 3 wind turbines x 92.5 m blade tip height 

Hoprigshiels Operational 47.4 6.9 3 wind turbines x 115 m blade tip height 

Hospital Shields Farm Operational 45.6 81.9 1 wind turbine x 67 m blade tip height 

Mains of Bridgeton Operational 42.4 80.0 1 wind turbine x 77 m blade tip height 

Mains of Woodstone Operational 43.4 80.2 1 wind turbine x 79 m blade tip height 

Michelin Tyre Factory Operational 55.5 61.4 2 wind turbines x 120.5 m blade tip height 

Millplough Operational 47.5 86.8 1 wind turbine x 78 m blade tip height 

Moorhouse Operational 39.7 8.7 2 wind turbines x 77.9 m blade tip height 

Neuk Farm Operational 45.1 5.8 2 wind turbines x 110 m blade tip height 

North Mains of Cononsyth Operational 46.2 69.6 1 wind turbine x 66.7 m blade tip height 

Paul Matthew Hill Operational 44.2 81.9 2 wind turbines x 99.9 m blade tip height 

Peattie Farm Operational 45.8 84.5 1 wind turbine x 67 m blade tip height 

Penmanshiel Operational 41.2 9.2 14 wind turbines x 100 m blade tip height 

Pickerton Operational 48.7 75.0 1 wind turbine x 77 m blade tip height 

Pressmains Farm Operational 38.3 13.0 1 wind turbine x 61 m blade tip height 

Purlieknowe Operational 49.2 89.0 1 wind turbine x 67 m blade tip height 

Quixwood Moor Operational 46.3 11.0 13 wind turbines x 115 m blade tip height 

Redford Farm 2 Operational 45.5 83.0 1 wind turbine x 54 m blade tip height 

Shiels Operational 47.8 85.3 3 wind turbines x 100 m blade tip height 

St Johns Hill Operational 47.4 86.8 9 wind turbines x 80 m blade tip height 

Steelstrath Operational 52.5 86.6 1 wind turbine x 84 m blade tip height 

Tewel Farm Operational 56.9 96.7 1 wind turbine x 67 m blade tip height 

Tullo Operational 47.1 84.6 7 wind turbines x 100 m blade tip height 

Tullo Extension Operational 47.7 85.3 3 wind turbines x 100 m blade tip height 

Tulloch Farm Operational 45.5 83.7 1 wind turbine x 79.6 m blade tip height 
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Project/Plan Status  
 

Distance 
from Array 
Area (km) 

Distance from 
Offshore Export 
Cable Routes 
(km) 

Description of Project/MDS Overlap with the 
Proposed 
Development 

Cumulative Effect of Potential 
Significance 

Phase6 How Assessed? 

C O D 

Upper Pitforthie Operational 50.4 89.6 1 wind turbine x 79 m blade tip height 

Wairds Of Alpity Operational 50.4 89.4 1 wind turbine x 79 m blade tip height 

Wardhead Operational 46.4 86.1 1 wind turbine x 77 m blade tip height 

Weirburn Operational 49.2 13.8 2 wind turbines x 54 m blade tip height 

West Cairnbeg Operational 53.2 89.9 1 wind turbine x 77 m blade tip height 

Windy Corner Operational 45.5 82.0 1 wind turbine x 79.6 m blade tip height 

Woodhall Farm Operational 49.8 5.9 1 wind turbine x 78 m blade tip height 

Aikengall IIa Under construction 49.7 8.2 20 wind turbines x 145 m blade tip height 

Tier 1 (Proposed Development with Berwick Bank Wind Farm onshore) 

 Offshore Wind Projects and Associated Cables 

Berwick Bank Wind Farm 
onshore 

Application Onshore 
substation: 
46.7km 
Landfall: 
45.6km 
Cable Corridor: 
45.7km 
 

 Onshore export cable and onshore substation for Berwick Bank 
Wind Farm 

Project construction and 
operational phase 
overlaps with Proposed 
Development construction 
and operational phases 

Cumulative effects (daytime) of the 
construction, operation and 
maintenance phases of the offshore 
elements of the Proposed 
Development on coastal character, 
special qualities of designated 
landscapes and views/visual amenity. 
Cumulative effects (night-time) are 
scoped out due to the spatial 
separation and limited interaction of 
night-time lighting of Berwick Bank 
Offshore and onshore substation on 
seascape, landscape and visual 
receptors. 

✓ ✓ ✓ Assessed in Section 15.12.2 

Tier 2 (Projects with consent and submitted but not yet determined) 

Offshore Wind Projects and Associated Cables 

Seagreen 1A  Consented 4.3 45.2 Screening Report (SWEL, 2022) has been submitted for a 
s36C variation to increase the wind turbine parameters of 36 
consented wind turbines which have not yet been constructed, 
up to a maximum blade tip height of 285m above LAT, with 
maximum rotor diameter of 242m (‘Seagreen 1 variation’).  

Project operational 
phase overlaps with 
Proposed Development 
operational phase and 
has potential to overlap 
with construction phase. 

Cumulative effects (daytime and 
night-time) of the operation and 
maintenance of the offshore 
elements of the Proposed 
Development on coastal character, 
special qualities of designated 
landscapes and views/visual amenity 

✓ ✓  Considered as part of the 
Tier 2 assessment in 
Section 15.12.3. 

Inch Cape  Consented 4.2 36.7 Up to 72 wind turbines with assumed maximum blade tip height 
291 m above LAT (rotor diameter 250 m and hub height 166 
m) as a worst-case, using consented wind turbine layout from 
Inch Cape Offshore Wind Farm (ICOL) ES 2018. Although it is 
noted that an indicative layout of 40 wind turbines at the 
maximum 291 m blade tip height is considered in the SLVIA for 
the ICOL ES, the assessment considers a worst-case of 72 
wind turbines at the maximum blade tip height, given recent 
section 36 consent granted to ICOL removing the 1 GW 
maximum generating capacity of this up to 72 wind turbine 
offshore wind project. Wind turbine aviation lighting at nacelle 
height (166 m) on SPS wind turbines. Marine navigation 
lighting at platform level on SPS.  

Project operational 
phase overlaps with 
Proposed Development 
operational phase. 

Cumulative effects (daytime and 
night-time) of the operation and 
maintenance of the offshore 
elements of the Proposed 
Development on coastal character, 
special qualities of designated 
landscapes and views/visual amenity 

 ✓  Considered as part of the 
Tier 2 assessment in 
Section 15.12.3. 
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Project/Plan Status  
 

Distance 
from Array 
Area (km) 

Distance from 
Offshore Export 
Cable Routes 
(km) 

Description of Project/MDS Overlap with the 
Proposed 
Development 

Cumulative Effect of Potential 
Significance 

Phase6 How Assessed? 

C O D 

Onshore Wind Farms 

Crystal Rig Phase 4 Consented 52.4 9.7 11 wind turbines x 200 m blade tip height Project operational 
phase overlaps with 
Proposed Development 
operational phase. 

 

Cumulative effects (daytime and 
night-time) of the operation and 
maintenance of the offshore 
elements of the Proposed 
Development on coastal character, 
special qualities of designated 
landscapes and views/visual amenity 

 

 ✓  Considered as part of the 
Tier 2 assessment in 
Section 15.12.3 

 

Cluseburn Consented 48.2 87.5 1 wind turbine x 78 m blade tip height 

Dunswood Consented 57.3 85.6 1 wind turbine x 77 m blade tip height 

Herscha Hill II Resub Consented 55.8 93.9 2 wind turbines x 80 m blade tip height 

Hersha Wind Project Consented 55.6 93.6 2 wind turbines x 79 m blade tip height 

Kenly Farm Consented 43.2 37.1 6 wind turbines x 100 m blade tip height 

Pitbeadlie Farm Consented 44.7 80.4 1 wind turbine x 76 m blade tip height 

Rosebank Consented 43.5 65.2 1 wind turbine x 77 m blade tip height 

Stotfaulds Farm Consented 51.9 66.0 1 wind turbine x 74 m blade tip height 

Stracathro Hill Consented 49.3 82.2 1 wind turbine x 79.6 m blade tip height 

Toldrie Consented 43.0 34.0 1 wind turbine x 77 m blade tip height 

Upper Balmachie Farm Consented 47.0 61.2 1 wind turbine x 77 m blade tip height 

Whitefield of Dun Consented 47.7 80.2 1 wind turbine x 67 m blade tip height 

Witton Farm Consented 59.2 91.1 2 wind turbines x 74 m blade tip height 

Fetteresso Application 59.9 97.8 10 wind turbines x 200 m blade tip height Project operational 
phase may overlap with 
Proposed Development 
operational phase. 

Cumulative effects (daytime and 
night-time) of the operation and 
maintenance of the offshore 
elements of the Proposed 
Development on coastal character, 
special qualities of designated 
landscapes and views/visual amenity 

 ✓  Considered as part of the 
Tier 2 assessment in 
Section 15.12.3 

Tier 3 (projects with a Scoping Report) 

Onshore Wind Farms 

Alemill Farm Scoping 37.2 7.2 2 wind turbines x 34.5m blade tip height Project operational 
phase may overlap with 
Proposed Development 
operational phase. 

Cumulative effects (daytime) of the 
operation and maintenance of the 
offshore elements of the Proposed 
Development on coastal character, 
special qualities of designated 
landscapes and views/visual amenity 

 ✓  Considered as part of the 
Tier 3 assessment in 
Section 15.12.4.  

Black Rig Scoping 56.6 11.0 14 wind turbines x 132 m blade tip height 

Blackhouse Farm Scoping 45.8 3.6 1 wind turbine x 74m  

Blackmains Scoping 38.4 80.6 7 wind turbines x 125 m blade tip height 

Bogbank Scoping 40.8 67.0 4 wind turbines x 59.5m blade tip height 

Bowshiel Farm Scoping 44.2 79.2 Unknown 

Bushelhill Farm Scoping 52.3 21.2 1 wind turbine x 100 m blade tip height 

Coldstream Mains Scoping 59.6 9.8 1 wind turbine x 54 m blade tip height 

Edington Mains Scoping 44.4 15.0 1 wind turbine x 86.5 m blade tip height 

Falaknowe Farm Scoping 37.9 17.1 125 m blade tip height 

Greenvale Scoping 47.6 15.2 1 wind turbine x 130 m blade tip height 

Halidon Hill Scoping 40.5 21.8 120 m blade tip height 

Howpark Scoping 40.8 21.5 8 wind turbines x 100 m blade tip height 

Howpark Scoping 40.6 9.8 8 wind turbines x 100 m blade tip height 
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Project/Plan Status  
 

Distance 
from Array 
Area (km) 

Distance from 
Offshore Export 
Cable Routes 
(km) 

Description of Project/MDS Overlap with the 
Proposed 
Development 

Cumulative Effect of Potential 
Significance 

Phase6 How Assessed? 

C O D 

Kinblethmont Scoping 39.8 19.1 Unknown 

Lintlaw Farm Scoping 47.3 14.9 Unknown 

Marshall Meadows Scoping 38.7 25.1 2 wind turbines x 70 m blade tip height 

Middleton Burn Scoping 57.1 12.6 1 wind turbine x 125 m blade tip height 

Monashee Scoping 46.0 8.0 Unknown 

Muir of Pert Scoping 47.2 10.6 4 wind turbines x unknown blade tip height 

Murton Scoping 46.5 24.5 120 m blade tip height 

Nesbithill Farm Scoping 55.0 30.9 1 wind turbine x 84 m blade tip height 

Old Cambus Scoping 41.0 47.8 1 wind turbine x 86 m blade tip height 

Spott Estate Scoping 47.6 23.0 8 wind turbines x 87 m blade tip height 

St Marys Well Scoping 56.0 35.6 5 wind turbines x 126.5 m blade tip height 

Tier 4 (Projects where an Agreement for Lease (AfL) has been granted) 

Offshore Wind Projects and Associated Cables 

Scotwind Leasing Area 1 (BP) AfL 31.6 52.4 Capacity 2,907MW. Fixed foundation wind turbines. Project operational 
phase may overlap with 
Proposed Development 
operational phase. 

Cumulative effects (daytime and 
night-time) of the operation and 
maintenance of the offshore 
elements of the Proposed 
Development on coastal character, 
special qualities of designated 
landscapes and views/visual amenity 

 ✓  Considered as part of the 
Tier 4 assessment in 
Section 15.12.5. 

Scotwind Leasing Area 2 
(SSER) 

AfL 56.8 73.5 Capacity 2,610MW. Floating wind turbines. 

Scotwind Leasing Area 6 
(DEME) 

AfL 46.5 83.7 Capacity 1,008MW. Fixed foundation wind turbines. 
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15.12.2. TIER 1 CUMULATIVE EFFECTS ASSESSMENT 

901. The tier 1 assessment considers the cumulative effects of the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind 

Farm offshore) with Berwick Bank Wind Farm onshore, forming a ‘whole project effect assessment’. A 

description of the significance of cumulative effects upon seascape, landscape and visual receptors arising 

from each identified impact is given below.  

902. Seascape, landscape and visual receptors may be affected by both the construction and operation of the 

Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm offshore) and the construction and operation of the 

Berwick Bank Wind Farm onshore (i.e., onshore substation, onshore cable corridor and landfall location). 

There is potential for effects to interact, spatially and temporally, to create cumulative effects on a receptor.  

903. An assessment of these tier 1 cumulative effects has been undertaken in the sections below to assess any 

areas where the construction and operation of the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm 

offshore) and the construction and operation of the onshore infrastructure (Berwick Bank Wind Farm 

onshore) combine, or inter-relate, to have an effect. For example, visibility of the Proposed Development 

and the onshore substation or landfall, from a particular viewpoint or landscape designation, may interact 

to produce a different, or greater effect on a receptor than when the effects are considered in isolation. 

CUMULATIVE EFFECT (TIER 1) OF THE CONSTRUCTION AND DECOMMISSIONING OF THE PROPOSED 

DEVELOPMENT ON COASTAL (SEASCAPE) CHARACTER, LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AND VIEWS/VISUAL 

AMENITY 

904. The majority of seascape, landscape and visual receptors in the SLVIA Study Area will not experience tier 

1 cumulative effects during construction and decommissioning, since they have either no visibility, or very 

limited/distant visibility, of either the construction of the onshore infrastructure or the  construction of the 

offshore elements of the Proposed Development, and therefore have limited potential for tier 1 cumulative 

effects to occur.  

905. Berwick Bank Wind Farm offshore is located entirely offshore and will not result in tier 1 cumulative effects 

on physical landscape features, which occur entirely due to Berwick Bank Wind Farm onshore.  

906. The construction and decommissioning of Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore may only result in changes 

to views and visual aspects of perceived character, as apparent to people with views of both the 

construction of Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore and the construction of the landfall, onshore cable 

corridor and onshore substation.  

907. These effects during construction will only occur during overlapping construction phases, on receptors in 

relatively close proximity to the landfall, onshore cable route and onshore substation, where the ir 

construction will be visible together with the construction of the offshore infrastructure, which may affect 

visual amenity or influence the perceived character.  

908. The residual effects arising as a result of the construction and decommissioning of the Proposed 

Development are assessed as being of the same or lower magnitude and significance on all seascape 

receptors (CCAs), landscape receptors (LCTs and landscape designations) and visual 

receptors/viewpoints as those arising due to their operation and maintenance, however the residual effects 

are assessed as being short-term and temporary, occurring during the length of the construction and 

decommissioning phase. 

909. In terms of landscape and coastal character, the tier 1 cumulative effect of the Proposed Development 

(Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) and Berwick Bank onshore substation will be concentrated largely 

within the Coastal Margins LCT (277) and Upland Fringes (269) (Lothians) and derives primarily from the 

construction of the landfall, onshore cable corridor and onshore substation. The magnitude of change to 

the landscape character is predicted to be large and the effect significant temporarily during construction, 

but over a restricted geographic extent adjacent to the landfall, onshore cable route and onshore 

substation, and short-term during construction. The construction of Berwick Bank wind Farm offshore is 

likely to increase these effects temporarily during the construction period , from areas within its ZTV, due 

to views of the offshore export cable laying to shore; distant installation of wind turbines, vessel movements 

and partially constructed offshore elements, all of which may combine with changes resulting from the 

landfall, cable route and/or onshore substation to increase the influence of energy development in views 

and the perceived character. The additional contribution of the Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore to the 

tier 1 cumulative effect is however, assessed as not significant, fundamentally because its construction 

will have a limited influence on the perceived character of these LCTs at such long range offshore and 

results in a low level of additional cumulative change over and above the effect of the onshore infrastruc ture 

alone during construction.  

910. In terms of views/visual receptors, there is potential for the construction of the Proposed Development 

(Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) to be viewed offshore to the north-east in successive and in-

combination views with the construction of the Berwick Bank onshore substation, onshore cable route and 

landfall. The whole project effect derives primarily from the construction of the onshore substation and 

onshore cable corridor in local views from within the LVIA study area between Skateraw, Torness, 

Thurston, Innerwick and Thornton, as identified in Table 15.45 and shown in Figure 6.9 of the onshore 

LVIA (Chapter 6 of the onshore EIAR). The construction of Berwick Bank Wind Farm onshore is assessed 

as significant (moderate or major/moderate) in these views due to the change arising mainly from the 

onshore substation at close proximity (as assessed in Chapter 6 of the Onshore EIAR). The additional 

contribution of the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) to the cumulative effect 

during construction is however, assessed as not significant, fundamentally because it will have a limited 

influence on these views at such long range offshore and results in a low level of additional cumulative 

change over and above the effect of the construction of Berwick Bank onshore substation and onshore 

cable route. 

911. The main tier 1 cumulative effect during construction and decommissioning is likely to occur in views 

experienced by walkers along a short section on the John Muir Link between Torness, Skateraw and 

Chapel Point, and visitors to Skateraw Beach and Harbour, where the construction of the landfall will be 

visible at close range near Chapel Point (Viewpoint 3, Figure 6.17c) in combination with the construction 

of Berwick Bank Wind Farm offshore in views to the seascape beyond to the north-east, and the 

construction of the onshore substation in inland views to the south-west. The tier 1 cumulative effects 

(whole project effect) during construction is assessed as significant (major/moderate) in views from this 

section of the John Muir Link, due to the change arising mainly from the landfall and onshore substation 

at close proximity, however the offshore export cable laying will also contribute notably to the effect over 

a short-term duration when cable installation and vessels near the landfall will be visible at re latively close 

range. The effects are moderated to some degree by the influence of large-scale industrial developments 

visible at close range in the baseline at Torness Nuclear Power Station and Dunbar Cement Works.  The 

additional contribution of the Berwick Bank Wind Farm to the cumulative effect during construction is 

however assessed as not significant, fundamentally because it will have a limited influence on the view at 

such long range offshore and results in a low level of additional cumulative change  over and above the 

effect of the construction of Berwick Bank onshore. 

CUMULATIVE EFFECT (TIER 1) OF THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

ON COASTAL AND LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 

912. As described in Chapter 6 of the onshore EIAR, the landscape and visual effects of the onshore cable 

corridor and landfall would largely relate to the construction phase. Since the onshore export cable is 

proposed to be buried, there would be little or no residual effects on coastal character or landscape 

character resulting from the proposed onshore cable once operational.  This assessment of Tier 1 

cumulative effects during operation and maintenance therefore focuses on the potential effects resulting 

from the proposed onshore substation. 
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913. The majority of CCAs and LCTs in the SLVIA Study Area will not experience tier 1 cumulative effects during 

operation and maintenance, primarily because they have no visibility or very limited/distant visibility of the 

onshore substation, therefore have limited potential for cumulative effects to occur. Tier 1 cumulative 

effects during operation and maintenance will only occur on those CCAs and LCTs near the onshore 

substation, where both the operational onshore substation and the Berwick Bank Wind Farm offshore may 

be visible and influence the perceived character. 

914. It is assessed that the potential for such Tier 1 cumulative effects will be limited to the CCAs and LCTs  

identified in Table 15.43 and as shown in Figure 6.3 (of the Onshore LVIA). The cumulative effect of the 

Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm offshore) with Berwick Bank Wind Farm onshore during 

operational and maintenance is assessed as not significant on all other CCAs and LCTs in the SLVIA study 

Area (Figure 15.3). 

Table 15.43: Cumulative Effects (Tier 1) on Coastal and Landscape Character  

CCA/LCT Cumulative Assessment and Significance in EIA terms 

Coastal Margins LCT (277) 
(Lothians) 

The onshore substation is located within the Coastal Margins (Lothians) LCT, therefore it will 
directly change features that contribute to its character, however the Berwick Bank Wind Farm 
offshore may only result in changes to the visual aspects of perceived character of the LCT, as 
apparent to people in views from parts of the LCT with visibility. The whole project effect of the 
Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) and Berwick Bank onshore 
substation together derives primarily from the onshore substation. The whole project effects arise 
as a result of the onshore substation on the perception of local landscape character (within 1.5 
km), which are assessed as being significant (major/moderate) due to the medium sensitivity 
and medium-high magnitude of change that arises from the physical effects on the pattern of 
elements within the site and perceived contrast of the large scale substation development with the 
agricultural character and coastal scenery of the LCT. These changes will however occur in the 
context of major transport corridors and industrial development (Torness Power Station, Dunbar 
Cement Works and Dunbar Energy Recovery Facility (ERF))) and are likely to reduce over time as 
the landscape mitigation scheme takes effect. Existing industrial development forms a feature of 
existing views to the North sea, in which the Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore will partially 
change the seascape backdrop to the LCT, through the introduction of the Proposed Development 
wind turbines on the distant sea skyline, over 44.6 km from the LCT at its closest point. The 
additional contribution of the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) to the 
cumulative effect is however, assessed as not significant, fundamentally because it will have a 
limited influence on the perceived character of the LCT at such long range offshore and results in 
a low level of additional cumulative change over and above the effect of Berwick Bank onshore 
substation alone (as assessed in Chapter 6 of the Onshore EIAR). 

SA17 Eyebroughty to 
Torness Point 

The physical characteristics of the CCA will remain unchanged since the operational onshore 
substation and Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore are located outside its area and therefore may 
only result in changes to the visual aspects of perceived character of the CCA, as apparent to 
people in views from parts of the CCA with visibility. The cliff tops of the coastal edge and 
beaches around Barns Ness, Skateraw and Torness, form the main geographic extent of the CCA 
that is likely to experience whole project effects as result of visibility of both the onshore substation 
and Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore, in which they may contribute to increasing the 
development influence of the contrasting landscape experience afforded by combination of the 
developed/industrialised coastline together with exposure to the sea, sense of isolation, 
naturalness and space. The combination of Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore in the distant 
seascape setting and the onshore substation inland of the A1, will increase the influence of the 
energy generation and transmission elements of the baseline character, with the whole project 
effects arising as a result of the Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore and onshore substation on the 
perception of local coastal character assessed as being not significant (moderate) due to the 
medium-high sensitivity of the CCA and medium-low magnitude of change that arise from the 
perceived contrast of the substation development with the agricultural character and the distant 
extension of the wind farm influence in its seascape setting. The potential effects of the onshore 
substation would largely be restricted due to viewing distance and screening provided by 
intervening built form, topography (raised beach and cliffs) and woodlands, and the existing 
industrial context of Torness Power Station is a major influence in this location. The contrasting 

CCA/LCT Cumulative Assessment and Significance in EIA terms 

landscape experience afforded by combination of the developed/industrialised coastline and 
together with exposure to the sea will fundamentally continue to be experienced regardless of the 
presence of the Proposed Development. 

CUMULATIVE EFFECT OF THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT ON 

SPECIAL QUALITIES OF DESIGNATED LANDSCAPES 

915. As described in Chapter 6 of the onshore EIAR, the landscape and visual effects of the onshore cable 

corridor and landfall would largely relate to the construction phase. Since the onshore export cable is 

proposed to be buried, there would be little or no residual effects on special qualities of designated 

landscapes resulting from the proposed onshore cable once operational. This assessment of Tier 1 

cumulative effects during operation and maintenance therefore focuses on the potential effects result ing 

from the proposed onshore substation. 

916. The majority of landscape designations in the SLVIA Study Area will not experience tier 1 cumulative 

effects during operation and maintenance, primarily because they have no visibility or very limited/distant 

visibility of the onshore substation, therefore have limited potential for cumulative effects to occur. Tier 1 

cumulative effects during operation and maintenance will only occur on those landscape designations near 

the onshore substation, where both the operational onshore substation and the Berwick Bank Wind Farm 

offshore may be visible. 

917. It is assessed that the potential for such Tier 1 cumulative effects will be limited to the landscape 

designations identified in Table 15.44 and as shown in Figure 6.4 (of the Onshore LVIA). The cumulative 

effect of the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm offshore) with Berwick Bank Wind Farm 

onshore during operation and maintenance is assessed as not significant on all other landscape 

designations in the SLVIA Study Area (Figure 15.4). 

Table 15.44: Cumulative Effects (Tier 1) on Landscape Designations  

Landscape Designation Cumulative Assessment and Significance in EIA terms 

Dunbar to Barns Ness Coast 
SLA 

The physical characteristics of the SLA will remain unchanged since the operational onshore 
substation and Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore are both located outside its area and 
therefore may only result in changes to the visual aspects of perceived special qualities of the 
SLA, as apparent to people in views from parts of the coastal landscape with visibility. The cliff 
tops of the coastal edge and beaches around Barns Ness and Skateraw form the main 
geographic extent of the SLA that may experience whole project effects as result of occasional 
but very restricted visibility the onshore substation and views of the Berwick Bank Wind Farm 
Offshore. The SLA affords a contrasting landscape experience due to the combination of nearby 
industrial elements and settlement, together with the ‘undeveloped rocky coastline’ and ‘sense 
of wildness and isolation’ (East Lothian Council, 2018). The ‘uninterrupted, undeveloped views 
out to sea’ (East Lothian Council, 2018) have since been modified by the introduction of Neart 
na Gaoithe offshore wind farm in sea views. The combination of Berwick Bank Wind Farm 
Offshore in the distant seascape setting and the onshore substation inland at close range (within 
1 km), will increase the influence of the energy generation and transmission elements, however 
the whole project effects on the perception of the special qualities of the SLA are assessed as 
being not significant (moderate) locally within the closest parts of the SLA at Skateraw 
Harbour, due to the medium-high sensitivity of the SLA and medium-low magnitude of change 
that arises primarily from the additional influence of Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore in 
coastal views, with very limited or no visibility of the onshore substation from the SLA. The 
potential effects of the onshore substation would be restricted due to viewing distance and 
screening provided by intervening built form, topography (raised beach and cliffs) and 
woodlands, such that the effect of the onshore substation reduces with distance towards Barns 
Ness and its contribution to the whole project effect on the SLA is very limited. The additional 
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Landscape Designation Cumulative Assessment and Significance in EIA terms 

contribution of the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) to the 
cumulative effect is assessed as not significant, fundamentally because it will have a limited 
influence on the perceived qualities at such long range offshore and results in a low level of 
additional cumulative change over and above the effect of Berwick Bank onshore substation 
alone (as assessed in Chapter 6 of the Onshore EIAR). The landscape qualities of the SLA are 
also influenced by the existing industrial context around Torness Power Station, which is a major 
influence on the character of the coast in the locality of the onshore substation. The contrasting 
landscape experience afforded by combination of the nearby industrial elements and settlement 
together with the ‘undeveloped rocky coastline’ and ‘sense of wildness and isolation’ will 
fundamentally continue to be experienced regardless of the presence of the Proposed 
Development. 

Thorntonloch to Dunglass 
Coast SLA 

The physical characteristics of the SLA will remain unchanged since the operational onshore 
substation and Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore are both located outside its area and 
therefore may only result in changes to the visual aspects of perceived special qualities of the 
SLA, as apparent to people in views from parts of the coastal landscape with visibility. The 
coastal areas between Skateraw, Torness Power Station and Thorntonloch form the main 
geographic extent of the SLA that is likely to experience whole project effects as result of 
visibility of both the onshore substation and Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore, in which they 
may contribute to increasing the development influence of the contrasting landscape experience 
afforded by the combination of nearby industrial elements and major transport infrastructure, 
including the ‘angular, futuristic’ Torness Power Station, together with the ‘qualities of wildness 
deriving from its ruggedness and exposure to the elements’, its ‘wilder sea and sky’ and 
‘spectacular beach at Thorntonloch’ (East Lothian Council, 2018). There is however, little to no 
visibility of the onshore substation from the SLA to the south of Thorntonloch, with no visibility 
from the beach at Thorntonloch or the majority of the coastline extending south to Dunglass. 
The potential whole project effects are therefore limited due to viewing distance and screening 
provided by intervening built form and topography (raised beach) and there will be low levels of 
additional cumulative change over and above the effect of Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore 
alone (as assessed in 15.11). The whole project effect is very limited due to the restricted 
visibility of the onshore substation from the SLA, which limits potential for perceived effects on 
special qualities to the area immediately west and south of Torness Power Station, between 
Torness, Skateraw and Thorntonloch. The existing industrial context of Torness Power Station is 
however a major influence on the perceived character and qualities of the SLA in this location, 
with the ‘angular, futuristic’ Torness Power Station and re-graded landforms forming the 
prevailing influence on character. Access is also restricted to the land immediately around 
Torness Power Station, so there is limited potential to experience changes in perceived qualities 
from the main area of the SLA with theoretical visibility. Due to these reasons, the whole project 
effects on the perception of the special qualities of the SLA are assessed as being not 
significant (moderate) locally within the closest parts of the SLA at Skateraw 
Harbour/Torness/Thorntonloch due to the medium-high sensitivity of the SLA and the medium-
low magnitude of change. Fundamentally, the contrasting landscape experience afforded by 
combination of the nearby industrial elements and ‘qualities of wildness deriving from its 
ruggedness and exposure to the elements’ will fundamentally continue to be experienced 
regardless of the presence of the Proposed Development.  

Doonhill to Chesters SLA The physical characteristics of the SLA will remain unchanged since the operational onshore 
substation and Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore are both located outside its area and 
therefore may only result in changes to the visual aspects of perceived special qualities of the 
SLA, as apparent to people in views from parts of the coastal landscape with visibility. The 
closest eastern hill slopes of the SLA near Thurston form the main geographic extent of the SLA 
that is likely to experience whole project effects as a result of visibility of both the onshore 
substation and Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore, particularly in the ‘good long distance views 
over East Lothian’ in ‘views both up the coast as far as North Berwick Law and the Bass Rock 
and down the coast to Torness and beyond the St Abb’s peninsular, as well as out to sea’. The 
onshore substation and Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore may contribute to increasing the 
development influence in these views out of the SLA, of the contrasting landscape experience 
afforded in ‘long range views to Torness and beyond to the North Sea’ (East Lothian Council, 
2018). The combination of Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore in the distant seascape setting 

Landscape Designation Cumulative Assessment and Significance in EIA terms 

and the onshore substation on the coastal margins below the SLA, will increase the influence of 
the energy generation and transmission elements, with the whole project effects on the 
perception of the special qualities of the SLA assessed as being not significant (moderate) 
due to the medium-high sensitivity of this part of the SLA and medium-low magnitude of change 
to the character of the SLA that arise from the onshore substation, at distances beyond 1.5km 
from the closest areas of the SLA with visibility, and the distant extension of the wind farm 
influence in its seascape setting. The fundamental special qualities of the SLA by the 
combination of its 'strong sense of East of Lothian’ in the ‘backdrop to Dunbar and the coastal 
plain’, its ‘narrow incised valleys’, ‘rolling hills’, and ‘contrasting landscape’ (East Lothian 
Council, 2018) will fundamentally continue to be experienced regardless of the presence of the 
Proposed Development. 

Monynut to Blackcastle SLA The physical characteristics of the SLA will remain unchanged since the operational onshore 
substation and Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore are both located outside its area and 
therefore may only result in changes to the visual aspects of perceived special qualities of the 
SLA, as apparent to people in views from parts of the coastal landscape with visibility. The 
northern elevated hill slopes of the SLA, including Thornton Hill and Blackcastle Hill (Onshore 
LVIA Viewpoint 6) form the main geographic extent of the SLA that is likely to experience whole 
project effects as result of visibility of both the onshore substation and Berwick Bank Wind Farm 
Offshore, particularly in the ‘fantastic views from the area towards the coast’ and ‘across East 
Lothian to the coast, Fife and beyond to the north’ (East Lothian Council, 2018). The onshore 
substation and Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore may contribute to increasing the development 
influence in these views out of the SLA, from the ‘landscape of higher ground’ and ‘plateau hills’. 
The combination of Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore in the distant seascape setting and the 
onshore substation on the coastal margins below the SLA, will increase the influence of the 
energy generation and transmission elements, with the whole project effects on the perception 
of the special qualities of the SLA assessed as being not significant (moderate) due to the 
medium-high sensitivity of this part of the SLA and medium-low magnitude of change to the 
character of the SLA that arise from the onshore substation at distances beyond 1.5km from the 
closest areas of the SLA with visibility, and the distant extension of the wind farm influence in its 
seascape setting. The fundamental special qualities of the SLA by the combination of its 'strong 
sense of place’ in the ‘pattern of open topped hills split by steep wooded valley’, ‘distinctive 
cleughs’ and ‘heather covered open plateau’ (East Lothian Council, 2018) will fundamentally 
continue to be experienced regardless of the presence of the Proposed Development. 

CUMULATIVE EFFECT (TIER 1) OF THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

ON VIEWS/VISUAL AMENITY 

918. As described in Chapter 6 of the onshore EIAR, the landscape and visual effects of the onshore cable 

corridor and landfall would largely relate to the construction phase. Since the onshore export cable is 

proposed to be buried, there would be little or no residual visual effects resulting from the proposed 

onshore cable once operational. This assessment of Tier 1 cumulative effects during operation and 

maintenance therefore focuses on the potential effects resulting from the proposed onshore substation.  

919. The majority of viewpoints and visual receptors in the SLVIA Study Area will not experience tier 1 

cumulative effects during operation and maintenance, primarily because they have no visibility or very 

limited/distant visibility of the onshore substation, therefore have limited potential for cumulative effects to 

occur. Tier 1 cumulative effects during operation and maintenance will only occur on those viewpoints and 

visual receptors near the onshore substation, where both the operational onshore substation and the 

Berwick Bank Wind Farm offshore may be visible. 

920. It is assessed that the potential for such Tier 1 cumulative effects will be limited to the viewpoints and 

visual receptors identified in Table 15.45 and as shown in Figure 6.5 and Figure 6.8 (of the Onshore LVIA). 

The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm offshore) with Berwick 
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Bank Wind Farm onshore during operation and maintenance is assessed as not significant on all other 

representative viewpoints and visual receptors in the SLVIA study Area (Figure 15.11). 

Table 15.45: Cumulative Effects (Tier 1) on Viewpoints and Visual Receptors  

Viewpoint/Visual 

Receptor 

Cumulative Assessment and Significance in EIA terms 

Onshore LVIA Viewpoint 1: 
A1, Skateraw Junction 
(Figure 6.15a-d) 

The cumulative wireline from Skateraw (Figure 6.15c) illustrates that the Proposed Development 
(Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) will not be visible in the view due to the foreground landform 
screening which blocks the view towards the Proposed Development. The whole project effect of 
the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) and Berwick Bank onshore 
substation together in the view derives from the onshore substation and is assessed as 
significant (major/moderate) on this view from the A1 at Skateraw due to the change arising 
from the onshore substation at close proximity to the viewpoint (as assessed in Chapter 6 of the 
Onshore EIAR). The additional contribution of the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind 
Farm Offshore) to the cumulative effect is however, assessed as not significant, fundamentally 
because it will have no influence on the view as it is not visible and results in no additional 
cumulative change over and above the effect of Berwick Bank onshore substation alone (as 
assessed in Chapter 6 of the Onshore EIAR).  

Onshore LVIA Viewpoint 2: 
Innerwick (Figure 6.16a-g) 

The cumulative wireline from Innerwick (Figure 6.16b) illustrates that there would be potential for 
the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) to be viewed offshore to the 
north-east in combination with Berwick Bank onshore substation. The Proposed Development 
(Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) may be visible in combination with the onshore substation, in 
the same direction of view to the north-east, forming a visually recessive distant element 47.9 km 
away in the background seascape context to the onshore substation. The whole project effect of 
the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) and Berwick Bank onshore 
substation together in the view derives from the onshore substation and is assessed as 
significant (major) on this view from Innerwick due to the change arising from the onshore 
substation at close proximity to the viewpoint (as assessed in Chapter 6 of the Onshore EIAR). 
The additional contribution of the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) to 
the cumulative effect is however, assessed as not significant, fundamentally because it will have a 
limited influence on the view at such long range offshore and results in a low level of additional 
cumulative change over and above the effect of Berwick Bank onshore substation alone (as 
assessed in Chapter 6 of the Onshore EIAR). 

Onshore LVIA Viewpoint 3: 
John Muir Way near 
Skateraw Harbour / Offshore 
SLVIA Viewpoint 11 
Skateraw (Figure 6.17a-I and 
Figure 15.13a-c) 

The cumulative wireline from the John Muir Way near Skateraw Harbour (Figure 6.17d and Figure 
5.13b) illustrates that there would be potential for the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind 
Farm Offshore) to be viewed offshore to the north-east in successive views with Berwick Bank 
onshore substation inland to the west. Although they will not be viewed in combination due to their 
different positions in the view, the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) 
may be visible in the successive offshore view to the seascape to the north-east, forming a 
visually recessive distant element approximately 46 km away, in the wider context to the onshore 
substation at close range to the south-west. The whole project effect of the Proposed 
Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) and Berwick Bank onshore substation together 
in the view derives from the onshore substation and is assessed as significant (major/moderate) 
on this view from the John Muir Way near Skateraw Harbour due to the change arising from the 
onshore substation at close proximity to the viewpoint (as assessed in Chapter 6 of the Onshore 
EIAR). The additional contribution of the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm 
Offshore) to the cumulative effect is however, assessed as not significant, fundamentally because 
it will have a limited influence on the view at such long range offshore and results in a low level of 
additional cumulative change over and above the effect of Berwick Bank onshore substation alone 
(as assessed in Chapter 6 of the Onshore EIAR). 

Onshore LVIA Viewpoint 4: 
Minor Road near Thornton 
(Figure 6.18a-g) 

The cumulative wireline from the Minor Road near Thornton (Figure 6.18b illustrates that there 
would be potential for the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) to be 
viewed offshore to the north-east in successive views with Berwick Bank onshore substation 
inland to the north-west. Although they will not be viewed in combination due to their different 
positions in the view, the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) may be 
visible in the successive offshore view to the seascape to the north-east, forming a visually 
recessive distant element approximately 46.6 km away, in the wider context to the onshore 
substation at close range to the north-west. The whole project effect of the Proposed 

Viewpoint/Visual 

Receptor 

Cumulative Assessment and Significance in EIA terms 

Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) and Berwick Bank onshore substation together 
in the view derives from the onshore substation and is assessed as not significant (moderate) 
on this view from near Thornton due to the change arising from the onshore substation (as 
assessed in Chapter 6 of the Onshore EIAR). The additional contribution of the Proposed 
Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) to the cumulative effect is however, also 
assessed as not significant, fundamentally because it will have a limited influence on the view at 
such long range offshore and results in a low level of additional cumulative change over and 
above the effect of Berwick Bank onshore substation alone (as assessed in Chapter 6 of the 
Onshore EIAR). 

Onshore LVIA Viewpoint 5: 
Minor Road near Thurston 
(Figure 6.19a-g) 

The cumulative wireline from near Thurston (Figure 6.19b) illustrates that there would be potential 
for the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) to be viewed offshore to the 
north-east in combination with Berwick Bank onshore substation. The Proposed Development 
(Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) may be visible in combination with the onshore substation, in 
a similar direction of view to the north-east, forming a visually recessive distant element 48.5 km 
away in the background seascape context to the onshore substation. The whole project effect of 
the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) and Berwick Bank onshore 
substation together in the view derives from the onshore substation and is assessed as 
significant (moderate) on this view from near Thurston due to the change arising from the 
onshore substation at close proximity to the viewpoint (as assessed in Chapter 6 of the Onshore 
EIAR). The additional contribution of the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm 
Offshore) to the cumulative effect is however, assessed as not significant, fundamentally because 
it will have a limited influence on the view at such long range offshore and results in a low level of 
additional cumulative change over and above the effect of Berwick Bank onshore substation alone 
(as assessed in Chapter 6 of the Onshore EIAR). 

Onshore LVIA Viewpoint 6: 
Blackcastle Hill (Figure 
6.20a-f)  

The cumulative wireline from Blackcastle Hill (Figure 6.20a) illustrates that there would be 
potential for the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) to be viewed 
offshore to the north-east in combination with Berwick Bank onshore substation. The Proposed 
Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) may be visible in combination with the onshore 
substation, in the same direction of view to the north-east, forming a visually recessive distant 
element 49.6 km away in the background seascape context to the onshore substation. The whole 
project effect of the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) and Berwick 
Bank onshore substation together in the view derives from the onshore substation and is 
assessed as significant (moderate) on this view from Blackcastle Hill due to the change arising 
from the onshore substation at close proximity to the viewpoint (as assessed in Chapter 6 of the 
Onshore EIAR). The additional contribution of the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind 
Farm Offshore) to the cumulative effect is however, assessed as not significant, fundamentally 
because it will have a limited influence on the view at such long range offshore and results in a 
low level of additional cumulative change over and above the effect of Berwick Bank onshore 
substation alone (as assessed in Chapter 6 of the Onshore EIAR). 

John Muir Link The majority of the John Muir Link between Dunbar and Cockburnspath has no visibility of the 
Berwick Bank onshore substation, therefore the whole project effect of the Proposed Development 
(Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) and Berwick Bank onshore substation together derives from 
the offshore wind farm and is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor) at most from the 
sections with offshore views. Potential for whole project cumulative effects upon views from the 
John Muir Link are limited to short elevated coastal sections of the route, over short sections near 
Torness Power Station and near Bilsdean, and with the highest levels of effect arising on the 
section of the route above Skateraw Harbour, as assessed in Viewpoint 3 (see above). Over this 
short section, the whole project effect of the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm 
Offshore) and Berwick Bank onshore substation together in the view derives from the onshore 
substation and is assessed as significant (major/moderate), however the additional contribution 
of the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) to the cumulative effect is 
assessed as not significant, due to its limited influence on views from the route at such long range 
offshore. 

National Cycle Route 76 The majority of the National Cycle Route 76 through the LVIA study area has either no visibility of 
the Berwick Bank onshore substation or no visibility of Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore (and 
therefore no whole project effects), however there will be a section between Dunbar Cement 
Works, Skateraw and Thorntonloch with both close range views of the onshore substation to the 
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south as well as successive views of the Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore to the north/north-
east, as represented and assessed in Viewpoint 1 (see above). Over this 4 km section of the 
route, the whole project effect of the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) 
and Berwick Bank onshore substation together in the view derives from the onshore substation 
and is assessed as significant (major/moderate), however the additional contribution of the 
Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) to the cumulative effect is assessed 
as not significant, due to its limited influence on the views from the route at such long range 
offshore. 

A1 The majority of the A1 through the LVIA study area has either no visibility of the Berwick Bank 
onshore substation or no visibility of Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore (and therefore no whole 
project effects), however there will be a section between the Innerwick/Thurston junction and 
Thorntonloch with both close range views of the onshore substation to the south as well as 
successive views of the Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore to the north/north-east, as represented 
and assessed in Viewpoint 1 (see above). Over this 3.5 km section of the route, the whole project 
effect of the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) and Berwick Bank 
onshore substation together in the view derives from the onshore substation and is assessed as 
significant (moderate), however the additional contribution of the Proposed Development 
(Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) to the cumulative effect is assessed as not significant, due to 
its limited influence on the views from the route at such long range offshore. 

East Coast Main Line 
Railway (ECML) 

The majority of the ECML through the LVIA study area has either no visibility of the Berwick Bank 
onshore substation or no visibility of Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore (and therefore no whole 
project effects), however there will be a section between Dunbar Cement Works and south of 
Thorntonloch with both close range views of the onshore substation to the south as well as 
successive views of the Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore to the north/north-east, as represented 
and assessed in Viewpoint 1 and 4 (see above). Over this 5 km section of the route, the whole 
project effect of the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) and Berwick 
Bank onshore substation together in the view derives from the onshore substation and is 
assessed as significant (moderate), however the additional contribution of the Proposed 
Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore) to the cumulative effect is assessed as not 
significant, due to its limited influence on the views from the route at such long range offshore. 

15.12.3. TIER 2 CUMULATIVE EFFECTS ASSESSMENT 

921. The tier 2 assessment considers all plans/projects assessed under Tier 1, plus projects which are 

operational, under construction, those with consent and submitted but not yet determined  applications, as 

listed in Table 15.42. A description of the significance of cumulative effects upon seascape, landscape and 

visual receptors arising from each identified impact is given below. 

922. Tier 2 projects within the SLVIA study area consist of the offshore and onshore wind farms in Figure 15.16 

and shown in the viewpoint wireline visualisations where visible, in Figure 15.21 to Figure 15.75. Of 

particular relevance for the SLVIA is the consented Inch Cape Offshore Wind Farm and Seagreen 1A, for 

which a Screening Report (SWEL, 2022) has been submitted for a s36C variation to increase the wind 

turbine parameters of 36 consented Seagreen 1 wind turbines which have not yet been constructed, which 

is considered as a consented project in the SLVIA Tier 2 CEA to ensure that the worst -case parameters 

are assessed. ICOL have also submitted a screening request to modify the consented wind turbine 

spacing, however the proposed variation is at a very early stage in the development process, and the 

conclusion of the screening request is that there are no new or materially different impacts from the 

variation proposals for EIA, therefore this screening request to modify the consented wind turbine spacing 

is not considered further in the CEA. 

923. Operational and under construction projects are considered as part of the baseline conditions and an 

assessment of the additional effect of the Proposed Development is undertaken in conjunction with this 

baseline as part of the main assessment in Section 15.11.  

924. This tier 2 assessment concentrates on the additional cumulative seascape, landscape and visual effects 

of the Proposed Development with consented and submitted but not yet determined applications. The 

preliminary assessment in Table 15.42 has identified that there is potential for further change to the 

landscape and visual baseline and cumulative effects on coastal (seascape) character, designated 

landscapes and views/visual amenity, as a result of the consented Inch Cape and Seagreen 1A.  

925. The tier 2 assessment also factors in the influence of consented and application stage onshore windfarms, 

as listed in Table 15.42, however these are somewhat secondary to the effects arising principally in relation 

to Inch Cape. These consented and application stage onshore windfarms may on occasion be visible in 

the wider panorama from coastal viewpoints, however they are all located over between 43 - 60 km from 

the Proposed Development array area and are not visible in offshore views towards the Proposed 

Development. 

926. The Tier 2 CEA assesses the additional cumulative effect of the proposed development with other tier 2 

projects (Table 15.42) against the baseline (Section 15.7), with the assessment of significance 

apportioning the amount of the effect that is attributable to the Proposed Development . 

927. The effects identified are considered as being likely to arise, on the assumption that the  consented projects 

have received planning consent and are likely to be built and become operational, however it is the case 

that some consented and application stage projects may not ultimately built in the form that they are 

consented or submitted, or may not be built at all, introducing some uncertainty that effects assessed in 

the tier 2 assessment may not arise in full.  

CUMULATIVE EFFECT (TIER 2) OF THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

ON VIEWS/VISUAL AMENITY 

928. The potential for cumulative effects on views and visual amenity arising in the tier 2 assessment is informed 

by the assessments undertaken in the visual assessment undertaken in Section 15.11. The range of 

potential cumulative effects that are identified and included in this CEA are a subset of those considered 

for the Proposed Development alone assessment, in the context of an assumed baseline with operational 

and under-construction projects. 

929. Some of these potential impacts on views and visual receptors identified and assessed for the Proposed 

Development alone (in Section 15.11) are of negligible or low magnitude or of localised geographic extent, 

and certain visual receptors do not require further detailed assessment due to the unlikelihood of significant 

effects occurring. It is considered likely that these potential impacts have limited or no potential to interact 

with similar changes associated with other plans or projects, and therefore only the views and visual 

receptors assessed in detail Section 15.11 are assessed further for potential cumulative effects in this tier 

2 assessment. This assessment is undertaken as follows for all representative viewpoints and in Table 

15.46 (Visual Receptors), Table 15.47 (CCAs/Local Landscape Designations) and Table 15.48 

(Northumberland Coast AONB Special Qualities). 

Viewpoint 1 Johnshaven  

930. The cumulative wireline from Johnshaven (Figure 15.21c) illustrates that there may be potential for the 

Proposed Development to be visible in combination with the consented Inch Cape offshore wind farm, as 

well as Seagreen 1 Variation, located to the south-east in the same sector of the offshore view.  In this 

context the Proposed Development will form a visually recessive distant element at 48.3 km, however may 

appear to visually link Seagreen 1A (33.5 km) and Inch Cape (25.0 km) in the central section of the view 

between these offshore wind farms. Inch Cape will be visible at closer proximity and larger vertical scale 

in the view, contributing more to the cumulative effect. The Proposed Development, by comparison, is 

located at greater distance offshore and overlaps with Seagreen 1, which it is partially subsumed behind. 

The Proposed Development will appear more distant and recessive yet may (when visible) create further 

visual linkage between Inch Cape and Seagreen 1, resulting in a further loss of open sea skyline in the 
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space between Inch Cape and Seagreen 1, contributing to a wider combined lateral spread of distant wind 

turbines on the sea skyline. The open sea aspect will be retained to the north and south of this combined 

array of offshore wind farms in the view, with open sea separating them from Red Head/Lang Craig 

headland. The Neart na Gaoithe wind turbines are highly unlikely to be perceived given that only a limited 

number of blade tips may just intermittently appear above the horizon line at 51.7 km. 

931. The contribution of the Proposed Development to the cumulative effect  with tier 2 projects on this view will 

be medium-low, due to it being visually recessive at long distance offshore partially behind Seagreen 1 

and Inch Cape, with Inch Cape contributing most to the overall cumulative effect on the view given its 

closer proximity and larger vertical scale. On balance, the additional cumulative magnitude of change 

resulting from the contribution of the Proposed Development is assessed as low and for the identified 

medium-high sensitivity receptors at this location the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed 

Development with Inch Cape is assessed as not significant (moderate). Moderate effects are assessed as 

not significant on receptors experiencing this view as they fall within the ‘lower’ grey area of the matrix 

(indicated in mid-grey in Table 15.17) and are considered not significant on receptors experiencing this 

view primarily due to the magnitude of change factors evaluated, which is assessed as medium-low at 

worst, due to it being visually recessive at long distance offshore partially behind Seagreen 1A and Inch 

Cape. 

Viewpoint 2 Montrose 

932. The cumulative wireline from Montrose (Figure 15.22c) illustrates that there may be potential for the 

Proposed Development to be visible in combination with the consented Inch Cape offshore wind farm and 

Seagreen 1 Variation, located to the south-east in the same sector of the offshore view. In this context the 

Proposed Development will form a visually recessive distant element at 45.3 km, however it may appear 

to slightly increase the perceived visual linkage between Seagreen 1A (34.4 km) and Inch Cape (20.1 km) 

in the section of the view between these offshore wind farms. Inch Cape contributes more to the cumulative 

effect due to its closer proximity and larger vertical scale in the view, and due to it be seen at the coastal 

edge beyond Scurdie Ness, where the Inch Cape wind turbines will affect views of coastal 

features/landmarks and create some enclosure to the south of Montrose Bay. The Proposed Development, 

by comparison, is located at greater distance offshore and will be largely located behind Inch Cape and 

Seagreen 1A and is therefore subsumed within and behind the array of Inch Cape and Seagreen 1A wind 

turbines. The Proposed Development may result in some increase in the density of the array and the 

addition of distant wind turbines across a narrow section of sea view between Inch Cape and Seagreen 

1A, which is likely to be a relatively subtle change, due to the proximity of Inch Cape and Seagreen 1A on 

the sea skyline. The Proposed Development results in no changes to the wider undeveloped sea views to 

the north of Seagreen 1, where the open sea aspect will be retained, separating the combined array from 

the coastline. 

933. The contribution of the Proposed Development to the cumulative effect  with tier 2 projects on this view will 

be low, due to it being viewed predominantly behind Inch Cape and Seagreen 1A, within which it is 

subsumed, with only a slight increase in the density of the array and the addition  of distant wind turbines 

across a narrow section of sea view in the gap between Inch Cape and Seagreen 1A. On balance, the 

additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed Development 

is assessed as low and for the identified medium sensitivity receptors at this location the additional 

cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with Inch Cape is assessed as not significant (minor). 

Viewpoint 3 St Andrews Cathedral 

934. The cumulative wireline from St Andrews Cathedral (Figure 15.23c) illustrates that there would be potential 

for the Proposed Development to be visible in combination with the consented Inch Cape offshore wind 

farm and Seagreen 1A, located to the east in the same sector of the offshore view. In this context the 

Proposed Development will form a visually recessive distant element at 52.9 km, however it may (when 

visible) appear to visually link Neart na Gaoithe (28.5 km) and Inch Cape (34.6 km)/Seagreen 1A (57.6 

km) in the central section of the view between these offshore wind farms. Inch Cape will be visible at closer 

proximity and larger vertical scale in the view, contributing more to the cumulative effect. The Proposed 

Development, by comparison, is located at greater distance offshore and overlaps with Neart na Gaoithe, 

which it is partially subsumed behind. The Proposed Development will appear more distant and recessive, 

occupying a smaller HFoV, and therefore contributes less to the cumulative effect, yet the northern part of 

the array is likely (when visible) to create visual linkage between Neart na Gaoithe and Inch Cape, resulting 

in some further loss of open sea skyline in the space between Neart na Gaoithe and Inch Cape which will 

be principally influenced by Inch Cape and Neart na Gaoithe. The open sea aspect will however be retained 

to the north of this combined array of offshore wind farms in the view, with open sea separating them from 

St Andrew’s Bay, the Firth of Tay and Angus coastline to the north.  

935. The contribution of the Proposed Development to the cumulative effect  with Inch Cape on this view is 

assessed as medium-low, due to it being viewed partially behind Neart na Gaoithe, within which it is 

partially subsumed, with only a slight increase in the density of the Neart na Gaoithe array and the addition 

of distant wind turbines across a section of sea view between Neart na Gaoithe and Inch Cape. On balance, 

the additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 

Development is assessed as medium-low and for the identified medium-high sensitivity receptors at this 

location the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with Inch Cape is assessed as not 

significant (moderate). Moderate effects are assessed as not significant on receptors experiencing this 

view as they fall within the ‘lower’ grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid -grey in Table 15.17) and are 

considered not significant on receptors experiencing this view primarily due to the magnitude of change 

factors evaluated, which is assessed as medium-low at worst, due to it being visually recessive at long 

distance offshore partially behind Neart na Gaoithe and Inch Cape. 

Viewpoint 4 Cambo Sands 

936. The cumulative wireline from Cambo Sands (Figure 15.24c) illustrates that there would be potential for the 

Proposed Development to be visible in combination with the consented Inch Cape offshore wind farm and 

the more distant Seagreen 1A, as well as Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm (which is part of the 

assumed baseline conditions), located to the east in the same sector of the offshore view. In this  context 

the Proposed Development will form a visually recessive distant element at 44.8 km however, may appear 

to visually link Neart na Gaoithe (19.4 km) and Inch Cape (29.7 km) in the central section of the view 

between these offshore wind farms. Inch Cape will be visible at closer proximity and larger vertical scale 

in the view, contributing more to the cumulative effect. The Proposed Development, by comparison, is 

located at greater distance offshore and overlaps with Neart na Gaoithe, which it is partially subsumed 

behind. The Proposed Development will appear more distant and recessive, contributing a narrow increase 

in the lateral spread of wind turbines in the gap on the sea skyline between Inch Cape and Neart na 

Gaoithe, with just the northern part of the array likely (when visible) to extend across part of the space 

between Inch Cape and Neart na Gaoithe and increasing the perceived visual linkage between them. The 

open sea aspect will be retained to the north and south of this combined array of offshore wind farms in 

the view, with open sea separating them from the Fife and Angus coastlines to the north-west and Fife 

Ness to the south-east. 

937. On balance, the additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 

Development with tier 2 projects is therefore assessed as medium-low and for the identified medium-high 

sensitivity receptors at this location the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with 

Inch Cape is assessed as not significant (moderate). 

Viewpoint 5 Fife Ness 

938. The cumulative wireline from Fife Ness (Figure 15.25c) illustrates that there would be potential for the 

Proposed Development to be visible in combination with the consented Inch Cape offshore wind farm and 
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Seagreen 1A, as well as Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm (which is part of the assumed baseline 

conditions), located to the east in the same sector of the offshore view. In this context the Proposed 

Development will form a visually recessive distant element at  41.7 km in the context of the visually more 

pronounced Neart na Gaoithe (15.6 km) and Inch Cape (28.2 km) in the central section of the view. Inch 

Cape will be visible at closer proximity and larger vertical scale in the view, contributing more to the 

cumulative effect, while Seagreen 1A (49.3 km) is subsumed behind Inch Cape. The Proposed 

Development will appear more distant and recessive, contributing a very small increase in the lateral 

spread of wind turbines in the gap on the sea skyline between Inch Cape and Neart na Gaoithe, with just 

the northern edge of the array likely (when visible) to extend into part of the space between Inch Cape and 

Neart na Gaoithe, with minimal perceived extension of the visual linkage between them. The open sea 

aspect will be retained to the north and south of this combined array of offshore wind farms in the view, 

with open sea separating them from the Fife and Angus coastlines to the north -west and Firth of Forth to 

the south. 

939. The contribution of the Proposed Development to the cumulative effect with Inch Cape on this view will be 

low, due to it being viewed primarily behind Neart na Gaoithe, within which it is subsumed, with only a 

slight increase in the density of the Neart na Gaoithe array and the addition of distant wind turbines across 

a section of sea view in the gap between Neart na Gaoithe and Inch Cape. On balance, the additional 

cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed Development is assessed 

as low and for the identified medium-high sensitivity receptors at this location the additional cumulative 

effect of the Proposed Development with Inch Cape is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). 

Viewpoint 6 Crail 

940. The cumulative wireline from Crail (Figure 15.26b) illustrates that there would be potential for the Proposed 

Development to be visible in combination with the consented Inch Cape offshore wind farm and Seagreen 

1A, as well as Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm (which is part of the assumed baseline conditions), 

located to the east in the same sector of the offshore view.  In this context the Proposed Development will 

form a visually recessive distant element at 45km, in the context of the visually more pronounced Neart na 

Gaoithe (18.5 km) and Inch Cape (32 km). Inch Cape contributes more to the cumulative effect due to its 

closer proximity and larger scale in the view, and due to it being seen as a separate offshore wind farm at 

the coastal edge beyond Fife Ness/Roome Rocks, where the Inch Cape wind turbines will affect views of 

coastal features/landmarks and create some enclosure to the north of Crail Bay. The Proposed 

Development, by comparison, is located at greater distance offshore and will be largely located behind 

Neart na Gaoithe and is therefore subsumed within and behind the array of Neart na Gaoithe wind turbines. 

The Proposed Development results in some increase in the density of the array in combination with Neart 

na Gaoithe, which is likely to be a relatively subtle change, and may contribute a very small increase in 

the lateral spread of wind turbines in the gap on the sea skyline between Inch Cape and Neart na Gaoithe, 

with just the northern edge of the array likely (when visible) to extend into part of the space between Inch 

Cape and Neart na Gaoithe, with minimal perceived extension of the visual linkage between them. The 

Proposed Development results in no changes to the wider undeveloped sea views to the south of Neart 

na Gaoithe, where the open sea aspect will be retained, separating the combined array from the coastline 

and landmarks in the Outer Firth of Forth to the south. 

941. On balance, the additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 

Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as low and for the identified medium-high sensitivity receptors 

at this location the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with Inch Cape is assessed 

as not significant (moderate/minor). 

Viewpoint 7 North Berwick Law 

942. The cumulative wireline from North Berwick Law (Figure 15.27c) illustrates that there would be potential 

for the Proposed Development to be visible in combination with the consented Inch Cape offshore wind 

farm, located to the north-east in the same sector of the offshore view, but that Seagreen 1A is highly 

unlikely to be perceived given that only a limited number of blade tips may just intermittently appear above 

the horizon line at 72.9 km. In this context the Proposed Development will form a visually recessive distant 

element at 56 km however, may appear to visually extend the combined Neart na Gaoithe (33.1 km) and 

Inch Cape (52.4 km) array to the south. Inch Cape and Neart na Gaoithe will both be visible at closer 

proximity, but with similar vertical scale in the view. Inch Cape forms a northern extension to Neart na 

Gaoithe, roughly doubling the lateral spread of wind farm influence on the sea skyline.  The Proposed 

Development, by comparison, is located at greater distance offshore and overlaps with Neart na Gaoithe, 

which it is partially subsumed behind. This northern portion of the Proposed Development will appear more 

distant and recessive, however the southern part of the Proposed Development is likely (when visible) to 

form a southern extension of the offshore wind farm influence, contributing to a wider combined lateral 

spread of distant wind turbines on the sea skyline extending southwards in the distant seascape backdrop 

between Bass Rock and Tantallon Castle. The open sea aspect will be retained to the north and south of 

this combined array of offshore wind farms in the view, with open sea separating them from the Firth of 

Forth to the north-west and East Lothian coastline to the east. 

943. On balance, the additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 

Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as low and for the identified high sensitivity receptors at this 

location the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with Inch Cape is assessed as not 

significant (moderate/minor). 

Viewpoint 8 Tantallon Castle 

944. The cumulative wireline from Tantallon Castle (Figure 15.28c) illustrates that there would be potential for 

the Proposed Development to be visible in combination with the consented Inch Cape offshore wind farm 

and Seagreen 1A, as well as Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm (which is part of the assumed baseline 

conditions), located to the north-east in the same sector of the offshore view. In this context the Proposed 

Development will form a visually recessive distant element at 52.2 km however, may appear to visually 

extend the combined Neart na Gaoithe (29.4 km) and Inch Cape (49.5 km) array to the south. Inch Cape 

forms a northern extension to Neart na Gaoithe, with its most notable cumulative effect arising from it 

appearing in the immediate context of the Isle of May and connecting to Neart na Gaoithe across the sea 

skyline to the south of the island. The Proposed Development, by comparison, is located at greater 

distance offshore and partially overlaps with Neart na Gaoithe, which it is partially subsumed behind. This 

northern portion of the Proposed Development will appear more distant and recessive however, the 

southern part of the Proposed Development is likely (when visible) to form a southern extension of the 

offshore wind farm influence, contributing to a wider combined lateral spread of distant wind turbines on 

the sea skyline extending southwards in the seascape backdrop between Neart na Gaoithe and Tantallon 

Castle. The open sea aspect will be retained to the south of Tantallon Castle, with open sea separating 

them from the East Lothian coastline. 

945. Although the Proposed Development may theoretically result in an additional notable southern extension 

of wind farm influence on the distant sea skyline, the contribution of the Proposed Development to the 

cumulative effect with tier 2 projects on this view will be medium-low, due to it being visually recessive at 

such long distance offshore (52.2 km) from this viewpoint, and partially behind Neart na Gaoithe, within 

which it is partially subsumed. On balance, the additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from 

the contribution of the Proposed Development is assessed as medium-low and for the identified high 

sensitivity receptors at this location the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with 

Inch Cape is assessed as not significant (moderate). 

Viewpoint 9 Tyninghame (Ravensheugh Sands) 

946. The cumulative wireline from Tyninghame (Ravensheugh Sands) (Figure 15.29c) illustrates that there 

would be limited potential for the Proposed Development to be viewed in combination with the consented 
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Inch Cape offshore wind farm and Seagreen 1A, due to the Inch Cape wind turbines being highly unlikely 

to be perceived given that only a limited number of blade tips may just intermittently appear above the 

horizon line at 50.9 km and Seagreen 1A being barely visible at 70.3 km from the viewpoint. The Proposed 

Development may be visible with Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm (which is part of the assumed 

baseline conditions), located to the east in the same sector of the offshore view. In this context the 

Proposed Development will form a visually recessive distant element at 50.9 km, viewed from a relatively 

low-lying location on Tyninghame Beach. The Proposed Development may appear to visually extend the 

combined Neart na Gaoithe (29.2 km) and Inch Cape (50.9 km) array to the south, however its contribution 

to the additional cumulative effect is limited as the Proposed Development wind turbines only intermittently 

appear above the horizon line as blade tips and upper towers, with the majority of the wind turbines partially 

screened by the intervening horizon.  

947. Although the Proposed Development will result in a southern extension of wind farm influence on the 

distant sea skyline, the contribution of the Proposed Development to the cumulative effect  with Inch Cape 

on this view will be low, fundamentally because Inch Cape is barely visible, such that there is very limited 

additional cumulative change over and above the scenario already assessed in Section 15.11 (which 

considered the effect of the Proposed Development as an addition to Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 in 

the assumed baseline). There are also restricted views of the Proposed Development wind turbines, which 

appear as distant blade tips/upper towers, being visually recessive at 50.9 km and located partially behind 

Neart na Gaoithe (within which it is partially subsumed). On balance, the additional cumulative magnitude 

of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed Development is assessed as low and for the 

identified medium-high sensitivity receptors at this location the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed 

Development with Inch Cape is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). 

Viewpoint 10 Dunbar 

948. The cumulative wireline from Dunbar (Figure 15.30c) illustrates that there would be potential for the 

Proposed Development to be visible in combination with the consented Inch Cape offshore wind farm 

(51.1km) however Seagreen 1A is highly unlikely to be perceived given that only a limited number of blade 

tips may just intermittently appear above the horizon line behind Neart na Gaoithe at 69.6 km. In this 

context the Proposed Development will form a visually recessive distant element at 48.4 km however, it 

may appear to visually extend the combined Neart na Gaoithe (28.1 km) and Inch Cape (51.1 km) array to 

the south. Inch Cape forms a slight northern extension to Neart na Gaoithe but is visually recessive at 

such long distance and is viewed partially behind Neart na Gaoithe and at smaller vertical scale. The 

Proposed Development is located at similarly long distance to Inch Cape and also overlaps with Neart na 

Gaoithe, which it is partially subsumed behind, to form a contiguous wind farm array with both projects. 

The southern part of the Proposed Development is likely (when visible) to form a southern extension of the 

offshore wind farm influence, contributing to a wider combined lateral spread of distant wind turbines on 

the sea skyline extending southwards in the seascape backdrop beyond Dunbar Harbour. The scale of 

cumulative change is however likely to be restricted by the distance offshore and limited frequency of 

visibility at such long range. The open sea aspect will be retained to the north and south, with open sea 

separating the combined Neart na Gaoithe/Inch Cape/Berwick Bank offshore wind farm array from the East 

Lothian coastline. 

949. Although the Proposed Development will result in an additional notable southern extension of wind farm 

influence on the distant sea skyline, the contribution of the Proposed Development to the cumulative effect  

with tier 2 projects on this view will be medium-low, due to it being visually recessive at such long distance 

offshore (48.4 km) from this viewpoint, and partially behind Neart na Gaoithe, within which it is partially 

subsumed. On balance, the additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of 

the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as medium-low and for the identified medium-

high sensitivity receptors at this location the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development 

with Inch Cape is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). 

Viewpoint 11 Skateraw 

950. The cumulative wireline from Skateraw (Figure 15.31b) illustrates that there would be limited potential for 

the Proposed Development to be viewed in combination with Seagreen 1A, which is 69.7 km from the 

viewpoint, or with the consented Inch Cape offshore wind farm, which is unlikely to be distinguished at 

distance behind Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm and given that only a limited number of blade tips 

and upper towers/rotors may just intermittently appear above the horizon line and intervening landforms 

of Chapel Point at 52.6 km. The Proposed Development may be visible with the combined Inch Cape and 

Neart na Gaoithe array, located to the north-east in the same sector of the offshore view. In this context 

the Proposed Development will form a visually recessive distant element at 45.9 km, viewed from a 

relatively low-lying location at Skateraw. The Proposed Development also overlaps with Neart na Gaoithe, 

which it is partially subsumed behind, to form a contiguous wind farm array with both projects.  

951. Although the Proposed Development will result in a southern extension of wind farm influence on the 

distant sea skyline, the contribution of the Proposed Development to the cumulative effect  with Inch Cape 

on this view will be low, fundamentally because Inch Cape will have a negligible and barely perceptible 

influence on the view behind Neart na Gaoithe, such that there is very limited additional cumulative change 

over and above the scenario already assessed in Section 15.11 (which considered the effect of the 

Proposed Development as an addition to Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 in the assumed baseline). On 

balance, the additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 

Development is assessed as low and for the identified medium sensitivity receptors at this location the 

additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with Inch Cape is assessed as not significant 

(minor). 

Viewpoint 12 Cove (SUW) 

952. The cumulative wireline from Cove (Figure 15.32c) illustrates that there would be limited potential for the 

Proposed Development to be viewed in combination with Seagreen 1A, which is 71.3 km from the 

viewpoint, and that the consented Inch Cape offshore wind farm is subsumed entirely behind Neart na 

Gaoithe at long distance (55.2 km). Although the Proposed Development will visually extend the combined 

Neart na Gaoithe (31.1 km) and Inch Cape (55.2 km) array to the south, resulting in an additional southern 

extension of wind farm influence on the distant sea skyline, the contribution of the Proposed Development 

to the cumulative effect with Inch Cape and Seagreen 1A on this view will be low, fundamentally because 

these tier 2 projects will have a limited influence on the view behind Neart na Gaoithe and at very long 

range, such that there is very limited additional cumulative change or interaction of the Proposed 

Development with Inch Cape, over and above the scenario already assessed in Section 15.11 (which 

considered the effect of the Proposed Development as an addition to Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 in 

the assumed baseline). On balance, the additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the 

contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as low and for the identified 

medium-high sensitivity receptors at this location the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed 

Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). 

Viewpoint 13 Fast Castle 

953. The cumulative wireline from Fast Castle (Figure 15.33c) illustrates that there would be limited potential 

for the Proposed Development to be viewed in combination with Seagreen 1A, which is 69.3 km from the 

viewpoint, and that the consented Inch Cape offshore wind farm is subsumed entirely behind Neart na 

Gaoithe at long distance (54.9 km). Although the Proposed Development will form a distinct new offshore 

wind farm to the south of the combined Neart na Gaoithe (31.4 km) and Inch Cape (54.9 km) array, resulting 

in an additional southern extension of wind farm influence on the distant sea skyline, the contribution of 

the Proposed Development to the cumulative effect with Inch Cape and Seagreen 1A on this view will be 

low, fundamentally because these tier 2 projects will have a limited influence on the view behind Neart na 

Gaoithe and at very long range, such that there is very limited additional cumulative change or interaction 
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of the Proposed Development with Inch Cape, over and above the scenario already assessed in Section 

15.11 (which considered the effect of the Proposed Development as an addition to Neart na Gaoithe and 

Seagreen 1 in the assumed baseline). On balance, the additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting 

from the contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as low and for the 

identified high sensitivity receptors at this location the additional cumulative effect of the Pro posed 

Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). 

Viewpoint 14 Tun Law 

954. The cumulative wireline from Tun Law (Figure 15.34c) illustrates that there would be limited potential for 

the Proposed Development to be viewed in combination with Seagreen 1A, which is 69.9 km from the 

viewpoint, and that the consented Inch Cape offshore wind farm is subsumed largely behind Neart na 

Gaoithe at long distance (56.9 km), partially extending it to the south. Although the Proposed Development 

will form a distinct new offshore wind farm to the south of the combined Neart na Gaoithe (33.3 km) and 

Inch Cape (56.9 km) array, resulting in an additional southern extension of wind farm influence on the 

distant sea skyline, the contribution of the Proposed Development to the cumulative effect with Inch Cape  

and Seagreen 1A on this view will be low, fundamentally because these tier 2 projects will have a limited 

influence on the view behind Neart na Gaoithe and at very long range, such that there is very limited 

additional cumulative change or interaction of the Proposed Development with Inch Cape, over and above 

the scenario already assessed in Section 15.11 (which considered the effect of the Proposed Development 

as an addition to Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 in the assumed baseline). The southern part of Inch 

Cape is likely (when visible) to combine with the Proposed Development to reduce the space between 

Neart na Gaoithe and the Proposed Development, resulting in some increase in the perceived visual 

linkage of offshore wind farms on the distant sea skyline. The open sea skyline between Neart na Gaoithe 

and the Proposed Development is however, generally likely to be perceived due to the long distance and 

low visibility of Inch Cape and Seagreen 1A in this area of skyline. On balance, the additional cumulative 

magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed Development  with tier 2 projects is 

assessed as low and for the identified high sensitivity receptors at this location the additional cumulative 

effect of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). 

Viewpoint 15 St Abb's Head 

955. The cumulative wireline from St Abb’s Head (Figure 15.35c) illustrates that there would be limited potential 

for the Proposed Development to be viewed in combination with Seagreen 1A, which is 69.9 km from the 

viewpoint, and that the consented Inch Cape offshore wind farm is subsumed largely behind Neart na 

Gaoithe at long distance (56.8 km), partially extending it to the south. Although the Proposed Development 

will form a distinct new offshore wind farm to the south of the combined Neart na Gaoithe (33.2 km) and 

Inch Cape (56.8 km) array, resulting in an additional southern extension of wind farm influence on the 

distant sea skyline, the contribution of the Proposed Development to the cumulative effect with Inch Cape  

and Seagreen 1A on this view will be low, fundamentally because these tier 2 projects will have a limited 

influence on the view behind Neart na Gaoithe and at very long range, such that there is very limited 

additional cumulative change or interaction of the Proposed Development with Inch Cape, over and above 

the scenario already assessed in Section 15.11 (which considered the effect of the Proposed Development 

as an addition to Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 in the assumed baseline). The southern part of Inch 

Cape is likely (when visible) to combine with the Proposed Development to reduce the space between 

Neart na Gaoithe and the Proposed Development, resulting in some increase in the perceived visual 

linkage of offshore wind farms on the distant sea skyline. The open sea skyline between Neart na Gaoithe 

and the Proposed Development is however, generally likely to be perceived due to the long distance and 

low visibility of Inch Cape and Seagreen 1A in this area of skyline. On balance, the additional cumulative 

magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed Development  with tier 2 projects is 

assessed as low and for the identified high sensitivity receptors at this location the additional cumulative 

effect of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). 

Viewpoint 16 Eyemouth 

956. The cumulative wireline from Eyemouth (Figure 15.36c) illustrates that there would be limited potential for 

the Proposed Development to be viewed in combination with Seagreen 1A, which is 73.5 km from the 

viewpoint, and that the consented Inch Cape offshore wind farm is subsumed largely behind Neart na 

Gaoithe and located largely beyond the skyline at very long distance (61.2 km). Although the Proposed 

Development will form a distinct new offshore wind farm to the south of the combined Neart na Gaoithe 

(37.6 km) and Inch Cape (61.2 km) array, resulting in an additional southern extension of wind farm 

influence on the distant sea skyline, the contribution of the Proposed Development to the cumulative effect 

with Inch Cape and Seagreen 1A on this view will be low, fundamentally because these tier 2 projects will 

have a limited influence on the view behind Neart na Gaoithe and at very long range, such that there is 

very limited additional cumulative change or interaction of the Proposed Development with Inch Cape, over 

and above the scenario already assessed in Section 15.11 (which considered the effect of the Proposed 

Development as an addition to Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 in the assumed baseline). The southern 

part of Inch Cape may in theory combine with the Proposed Development to reduce the space between 

Neart na Gaoithe and the Proposed Development, however is unlikely to be distinguished given that only 

a limited number of blade tips and upper towers/rotors may just intermittently appear above the hori zon 

line at 61.2 km. The open sea skyline between Neart na Gaoithe and the Proposed Development is likely 

to continue to be perceived due to the long distance and low visibility of Inch Cape and Seagreen 1A in 

this area of skyline. On balance, the additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the 

contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as low and for the identified 

medium-high sensitivity receptors at this location the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed  

Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). 

Viewpoint 17 Berwick-upon-Tweed 

957. The cumulative wireline from Berwick-upon-Tweed (Figure 15.37d) illustrates that there would be limited 

potential for the Proposed Development to be visible in combination with the consented Inch Cape offshore 

wind farm and Seagreen 1A. Inch Cape is located 73.5 km to the north and Seagreen 1A 84.5 km offshore, 

with both projects being barely visible above the horizon in the cumulative wireline and will be even less 

visible in the prevailing atmospheric conditions at very long range. Although the Proposed Development 

will result in an additional wind farm influence on the sea skyline 43.6km from the viewpoint, the 

contribution of the Proposed Development to the cumulative effects with Inch Cape on this view will be 

negligible, fundamentally because Inch Cape and Seagreen 1A will have a negligible influence on the view, 

such that there is essentially no additional cumulative change or interaction between the Proposed 

Development and Inch Cape, over and above the scenario already assessed in Section 15.11 (which 

considered the effect of the Proposed Development as an addition to Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 in 

the assumed baseline). On balance, the additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the 

contribution of the Proposed Development is assessed as negligible and for the identified medium-high 

sensitivity receptors at this location the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with tier 

2 projects is assessed as not significant (minor). 

Viewpoint 18 Cocklawburn Beach 

958. The cumulative wireline from Cocklawburn Beach (Figure 15.38b) illustrates that there would be essentially 

no potential for the Proposed Development to be visible in combination with the consented Inch Cape 

offshore wind farm or Seagreen 1A as neither project will be visible at all due to the distance and screening 

by the intervening horizon. The potential for additional changes resulting from the Proposed Development 

with Inch Cape will be avoided as these tier 2 projects are not visible. 

959. Although the Proposed Development will result in an additional wind farm influence on the sea skyline 49.4 

km from the viewpoint, the contribution of the Proposed Development to the cumulative effects with Inch 

Cape on this view will be zero, fundamentally because Inch Cape and Seagreen 1A will not be visible, 



                                    

 

 

Berwick Bank Wind Farm 130 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

such that there is essentially no additional cumulative change or interaction between the Proposed 

Development and Inch Cape, over and above the scenario already assessed in Section 15.11 (which 

considered the effect of the Proposed Development as an addition to Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 in 

the assumed baseline). On balance, the additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the 

contribution of the Proposed Development is assessed as zero and for the identified high sensitivity 

receptors at this location the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with Inch Cape is 

assessed as not significant (there is no cumulative effect). 

Viewpoint 19 Holy Island (near Lindisfarne Castle) 

960. The cumulative wireline from Lindisfarne Castle (Figure 15.39c) illustrates that there would be no potential 

for the Proposed Development to be visible in combination with the consented Inch Cape offshore wind 

farm or Seagreen 1A, as neither project will be visible at all due to the distance and screening by the 

intervening horizon. The potential for additional cumulative changes resulting from the Proposed 

Development with tier 2 projects will be avoided as there are no tier 2 projects visible. 

961. Although the Proposed Development will result in an additional wind farm influence on the sea skyline 53.7 

km from the viewpoint, the contribution of the Proposed Development to the cumulative effects with Inch 

Cape and Seagreen 1A on this view will be zero, fundamentally because Inch Cape will not be visible, 

such that there is essentially no additional cumulative change or interaction between the Proposed 

Development and tier 2 projects, over and above the scenario already assessed in Section 15.11 (which 

considered the effect of the Proposed Development as an addition to Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 in 

the assumed baseline). On balance, the additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the 

contribution of the Proposed Development is assessed as zero and for the identified high sensitivity 

receptors at this location the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects 

is assessed as not significant (there is no cumulative effect). 

Viewpoint 20 Bamburgh Castle 

962. The cumulative wireline from Bamburgh Castle (Figure 15.40c) illustrates that there would be no potential 

for the Proposed Development to be visible in combination with the consented Inch Cape offshore wind 

farm or Seagreen 1 Variation, as neither project will be visible at all due to the distance and screening by 

the intervening horizon. The potential for additional cumulative changes resulting from the Proposed 

Development with tier 2 projects will be avoided as there are no tier 2 projects visible. 

963. Although the Proposed Development will result in an additional wind farm influence on the sea skyline 60.1 

km from the viewpoint, the contribution of the Proposed Development to the cumulative effects with tier 2 

projects on this view will be zero, fundamentally because no tier 2 projects will not be visible, such that 

there is essentially no additional cumulative change or interaction between the Proposed Development 

and tier 2 projects, over and above the scenario already assessed in Section 15.11 (which considered the 

effect of the Proposed Development as an addition to Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 in the assumed 

baseline). On balance, the additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of 

the Proposed Development is assessed as zero and for the identified high sensitivity receptors at this 

location the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as 

not significant (there is no cumulative effect). 

Viewpoint 21 Pencraig Brae 

964. The cumulative wireline from Pencraig Brae (Figure 15.41c) illustrates that there would be limited potential 

for the Proposed Development to be viewed in combination with Seagreen 1A, which is 77.5 km from the 

viewpoint, and has limited potential to be visible in combination with the consented Inch Cape offshore 

wind farm which is 57.8 km from the viewpoint, located to the north-east in the same sector of the view 

towards the sea across the East Lothian plain. In this context the Proposed Development will form a visually 

recessive distant element at 58.2 km however, it may appear to visually extend the combined Neart na 

Gaoithe (36.5 km) and Inch Cape (57.8 km) array to the south. Inch Cape forms a northern extension to 

Neart na Gaoithe but is visually recessive at such a long distance and is viewed partially behind Neart na 

Gaoithe and at smaller vertical scale. The Proposed Development is located at similarly long distance to 

Inch Cape and also overlaps with Neart na Gaoithe, which it is partially subsumed behind, to form a 

contiguous wind farm array with both projects. The southern part of the Proposed Development is likely 

(when visible) to form a southern extension of the offshore wind farm influence, contributing to a wider 

combined lateral spread of distant wind turbines on the distant seascape backdrop. The scale of cumulative 

change is however likely to be restricted by the distance offshore and limited frequency of visibility at such 

long range. 

965. Although the Proposed Development will result in an additional southern extension of wind farm influence 

on the distant sea skyline, the contribution of the Proposed Development to the cumulative effect with tier 

2 projects on this view will be low, due to it being visually recessive at such a long distance offshore (58.2 

km) from this viewpoint, and partially behind Neart na Gaoithe, within which it is partially subsumed. On 

balance, the additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 

Development is assessed as low and for the identified medium sensitivity receptors at this location the 

additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not 

significant (minor). 

Viewpoint 22 Ewelair Hill 

966. The cumulative wireline from Ewelair Hill (Figure 15.42c) illustrates that there would be no potential for the 

Proposed Development to be visible in combination with the consented Inch Cape offshore wind farm or 

Seagreen 1 Variation, as neither project will be visible at all due to the distance and screening by the 

intervening landform. Although the Proposed Development will result in an additional wind farm influence 

on the sea skyline 54.2 km from the viewpoint, the contribution of the Proposed Development to the 

cumulative effects with tier 2 projects on this view will be zero, fundamentally because no tier 2 projects 

will not be visible, such that there is essentially no additional cumulative change or interaction between 

the Proposed Development and tier 2 projects, over and above the scenario already assessed in Section 

15.11 (which considered the effect of the Proposed Development as an addition to Neart na Gaoithe and 

Seagreen 1 in the assumed baseline). On balance, the additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting 

from the contribution of the Proposed Development is assessed as zero and for the identified medium 

sensitivity receptors at this location the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with tier 

2 projects is assessed as not significant (there is no cumulative effect). 

Viewpoint 23 Isle of May 

967. The cumulative wireline from the Isle of May (Figure 15.43c) illustrates that there would be potential for 

the Proposed Development to be visible in combination with the consented Inch Cape offshore wind farm 

and Seagreen 1A, as well as Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm (which is part of the assumed baseline 

conditions), located to the east in the same sector of the offshore view. In this context the Proposed 

Development will form a visually recessive distant element at 41.5km, in the context of the visually more 

pronounced Neart na Gaoithe (16.4 km) and Inch Cape (34.3 km). Inch Cape contributes more to the 

cumulative effect due to its closer proximity and larger scale in the view, and due to it being seen as a 

northerly extension of Neart na Gaoithe, where the Inch Cape wind turbines may result in an increase in 

the wind farm developed skyline and further loss of the open seascape to the north of Neart na Gaoithe. 

The Proposed Development, by comparison, is located at greater distance offshore and will be largely 

located behind Neart na Gaoithe and is therefore largely subsumed within and behind the array of Neart 

na Gaoithe wind turbines. The Proposed Development results in some increase in the density of the array 

in combination with Neart na Gaoithe and may contribute a small increase in the lateral spread of wind 

turbines on the sea skyline to the south of Neart na Gaoithe, with just the southern part of the array likely 
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(when visible) to extend into the distance on the skyline to the south of Neart na Gaoithe, contributing to a 

wider overall spread of wind turbines on the sea skyline in combination with Inch Cape and Neart na 

Gaoithe. 

968. On balance, the additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 

Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as medium-low and for the identified medium-high sensitivity 

receptors at this location the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects 

is assessed as not significant (moderate). 

Visual Receptors 

969. An assessment of the additional cumulative effects arising as a result of the Proposed Development with 

tier 2 projects on the views and visual amenity experienced by the principal visual receptors  is undertaken 

in Table 15.46. 

Table 15.46: Cumulative Effects (Tier 2) on Visual Receptors 

Visual Receptor  Cumulative Effect Assessment and Significance in EIA terms 

Settlements  

Inverbervie The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as medium-low and for the identified medium-
high sensitivity receptors at this location (Section 15.11.2) the additional cumulative effect of 
the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate). 
Moderate effects are assessed as not significant on receptors experiencing this view as they 
fall within the ‘lower’ grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid-grey in Table 15.17) and are 
considered not significant on receptors experiencing this view primarily due to the magnitude 
of change factors evaluated, which is assessed as medium-low at worst, due to it being 
visually recessive at long distance offshore partially behind Seagreen 1A and Inch Cape. 

Arbroath The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as low and for the identified medium-high 
sensitivity receptors at this location (Section 15.11.2) the additional cumulative effect of the 
Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). 

Carnoustie The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as low and for the identified medium-high 
sensitivity receptors at this location (Section 15.11.2) the additional cumulative effect of the 
Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). 

Montrose The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as low and for the identified medium-high 
sensitivity receptors at this location (Section 15.11.2) the additional cumulative effect of the 
Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). 

Dunbar The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as medium-low and for the identified medium-
high sensitivity receptors at this location (Section 15.11.2) the additional cumulative effect of 
the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate). 
Moderate effects are assessed as not significant on receptors experiencing this view as they 
fall within the ‘lower’ grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid-grey in Table 15.17Table 15.17) 
and are considered not significant on receptors experiencing this view primarily due to the 
magnitude of change factors evaluated, which is assessed as medium-low at worst, due to it 
being visually recessive at long distance offshore in the context of Seagreen 1A and Inch 
Cape.  

Anstruther The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as low and for the identified medium-high 
sensitivity receptors at this location (Section 15.11.2) the additional cumulative effect of the 
Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). 

Crail The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as low and for the identified medium-high 
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sensitivity receptors at this location (Section 15.11.2) the additional cumulative effect of the 
Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). 

Pittenweem The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as low and for the identified medium-high 
sensitivity receptors at this location (Section 15.11.2) the additional cumulative effect of the 
Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). 

St Andrews The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as medium-low and for the identified medium-
high sensitivity receptors at this location (Section 15.11.2) the additional cumulative effect of 
the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate). 
Moderate effects are assessed as not significant on receptors experiencing this view as they 
fall within the ‘lower’ grey area of the matrix (indicated in mid-grey in Table 15.17Table 15.17) 
and are considered not significant on receptors experiencing this view primarily due to the 
magnitude of change factors evaluated, which is assessed as medium-low at worst, due to it 
being visually recessive at long distance offshore in the context of Seagreen 1A and Inch 
Cape.  

Eyemouth The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as low and for the identified medium-high 
sensitivity receptors at this location (Section 15.11.2) the additional cumulative effect of the 
Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). 

Berwick-upon-Tweed The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as negligible and for the identified medium-high 
sensitivity receptors at this location (Section 15.11.2) the additional cumulative effect of the 
Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (minor). 

Recreational Routes  

Berwickshire Coastal Path Cockburnspath to Dowlaw - The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from 
the contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects to views from this section of 
the route is assessed as low and for the identified medium-high sensitivity receptors at this 
location (Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with 
tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). Refer to Viewpoint 12 
(Figure 15.32c). 

Dowlaw to St Abbs – The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the 
contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects to views from this section of the 
route is assessed as low and for the identified high sensitivity receptors at this location 
(Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with tier 2 
projects is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). Refer to Viewpoint 13 (Figure 
15.33c), Viewpoint 14 (Figure 15.34c and Viewpoint 15 (Figure 15.35c). 

St Abbs to Eyemouth – The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the 
contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects to views from this section of the 
route is assessed as low and for the identified high sensitivity receptors at this location 
(Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with tier 2 
projects is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). Refer to Viewpoint 15 (Figure 
15.35c) and Viewpoint 16 (Figure 15.36c) 

Eyemouth to Berwick upon Tweed – The additional cumulative magnitude of change 
resulting from the contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects to views from 
this section of the route is assessed as low to negligible and for the identified medium-high 
sensitivity receptors at this location (Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative effect of the 
Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor 
to minor). Refer to Viewpoint 17 (Figure 15.37b). 

Fife Coastal Path Elie to Cambo Sands - The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the 
contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects to views from this section of the 
route is assessed as low and for the identified medium-high sensitivity receptors at this 
location (Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with 
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tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). Refer to Viewpoint 5 (Figure 
15.25c), Viewpoint 6 (Figure 15.26b), and Viewpoint E (Figure 15.48b). 

Cambo Sands to Leuchars - The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from 
the contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects to views from this section of 
the route is assessed as medium-low and for the identified medium-high sensitivity receptors 
at this location (Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate). Refer to 
Viewpoint 3 (Figure 15.23c) and Viewpoint 4 (Figure 15.24c).  

John Muir Way The John Muir Way Link Cockburnspath - The additional cumulative magnitude of change 
resulting from the contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects to views from 
this section of the route is assessed as medium-low and for the identified medium sensitivity 
receptors at this location (Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). Refer to 
Viewpoint 10 (Figure 15.30c) and Viewpoint 11 (Figure 15.31b). 

Section 10 North Berwick to Dunbar - The additional cumulative magnitude of change 
resulting from the contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects to views from 
this section of the route is assessed as low and for the identified medium-high sensitivity 
receptors at this location (Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). Refer to 
Viewpoint 7 (Figure 15.27c).  

St Cuthbert’s Way Wooler to Fenwick - The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the 
contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects to views from this section of the 
route is assessed as negligible and for the identified medium sensitivity receptors at this 
location (Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with 
tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (minor).  

Fenwick to Holy Island - The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the 
contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects to views from this section of the 
route is assessed as negligible and for the identified high sensitivity receptors at this location 
(Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with tier 2 
projects is assessed as not significant (minor). Refer to Viewpoint 19 (Figure 15.39c).  

NCN 1 The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects to views from NCN 1 is assessed as low and for the identified 
medium sensitivity receptors on NCN1 (Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative effect of 
the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (minor).  

NCN 76 The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects to views from NCN 76 is assessed as low and for the 
identified medium sensitivity receptors on NCN76 (Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative 
effect of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant 
(minor). 

Main Transport Routes  

A1 The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects to views from this route is assessed as low and for the 
identified low sensitivity receptors driving on main roads (reflective of their focus on the road 
and views being transient), the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with 
tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (minor). 

A1107 The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects to views from this route is assessed as low and for the 
identified low sensitivity receptors driving on main roads (reflective of their focus on the road 
and views being transient), the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with 
tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (minor). 

A915 The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects to views from this route is assessed as low and for the 
identified low sensitivity receptors driving on main roads (reflective of their focus on the road 
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and views being transient), the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with 
tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (minor). 

A917 The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects to views from this route is assessed as low and for the 
identified low sensitivity receptors driving on main roads (reflective of their focus on the road 
and views being transient), the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with 
tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (minor). 

A92 The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects to views from this route is assessed as medium-low and for 
the identified low sensitivity receptors driving on main roads (reflective of their focus on the 
road and views being transient), the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development 
with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (minor). 

A933 The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects to views from this route is assessed as negligible and for the 
identified low sensitivity receptors driving on main roads (reflective of their focus on the road 
and views being transient), the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with 
tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (minor). 

East Coast Mainline 
railway 

The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the Proposed 
Development with tier 2 projects to views from this route is assessed as low and for the 
identified medium sensitivity receptors driving on main roads (reflective of their focus within the 
train and views being transient), the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development 
with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (minor). 

 

CUMULATIVE EFFECT (TIER 2) OF THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

ON COASTAL (SEASCAPE) CHARACTER 

970. The potential for cumulative effects on coastal (seascape) character arising in the tier 2 assessment is 

informed by the assessments undertaken in the cumulative visual assessment above and the coastal 

character effects assessment undertaken in Section 15.11. The range of potential cumulative effects that 

are identified and included in this CEA are a subset of those considered for the Proposed Development 

alone assessment, in the context of an assumed baseline with operational and under-construction projects. 

971. Some of these potential impacts on coastal character identified and assessed for the Proposed 

Development alone (in Section 15.11) are of negligible or low magnitude or of localised geographic extent, 

and certain coastal character receptors do not require further detailed assessment due to the unlikelihood 

of significant effects occurring. It is considered likely that these potential impacts have limited or no 

potential to interact with similar changes associated with other plans or projects , and therefore only the 

coastal character receptors assessed in detail Section 15.11 (Table 15.27 to Table 15.38) are assessed 

further for potential cumulative effects in this tier 2 assessment. This assessment of relevant CCAs is 

undertaken in Table 15.47 and is informed by the cumulative ZTV for Seagreen 1A (Figure 15.17b) and 

Inch Cape offshore wind farm (Figure 15.20). 

Table 15.47: Cumulative Effects (Tier 2) on Coastal Character (CCAs)  

CCA Cumulative Assessment and Significance in EIA terms 

Angus  

SA4 Montrose Bay The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from 
the contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 
projects is assessed as low and for this identified medium-high 
sensitivity receptor (Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative 
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effect of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is 
assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). Refer to 
Viewpoint 2 (Figure 15.22c). 

SA5 Long Craig The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from 
the contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 
projects is assessed as low and for this identified medium 
sensitivity receptor (Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative 
effect of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is 
assessed as not significant (minor). Refer to Viewpoint 2 
(Figure 15.22c). 

SA6 Lunan Bay The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from 
the contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 
projects is assessed as low and for this identified high 
sensitivity receptor (Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative 
effect of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is 
assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). Refer to 
Viewpoint B (Figure 15.45b). 

SA7 Land Craig to Deil’s Head The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from 
the contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 
projects is assessed as low and for this identified medium 
sensitivity receptor (Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative 
effect of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is 
assessed as not significant (minor). Refer to Viewpoint C 
(Figure 15.46b). 

Fife  

SA12 St Andrews to Fife Ness (including St Andrews to Fife 
Ness LLA) 

The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from 
the contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 
projects is assessed as medium-low and for this identified high 
sensitivity receptor (Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative 
effect of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is 
assessed as not significant (moderate). Refer to Viewpoint 3 
(Figure 15.23c) and Viewpoint 4 (Figure 15.24c).  

SA13 East Neuk of Fife (including East Neuk LLA) The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from 
the contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 
projects is assessed as low and for this identified medium-high 
sensitivity receptor (Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative 
effect of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is 
assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). Refer to 
Viewpoint 5 (Figure 15.25c), Viewpoint 6 (Figure 15.26b) and 
Viewpoint E (Figure 15.48b). 

East Lothian  

SA17 Eyebroughty to Torness Point (including Tantallon Coast, 
Belhaven Bay and Dunbar to Barns Ness SLAs) 

The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from 
the contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 
projects is assessed as medium-low and for this identified 
medium to medium-high sensitivity receptor (Section 15.11.2), 
the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development 
with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (moderate to 
moderate/minor). Refer to Viewpoint 8 (Figure 15.28c), 
Viewpoint 9 (Figure 15.29c), Viewpoint 10 (Figure 15.30c) and 
Viewpoint 11 (Figure 15.31b).  

Scottish Borders  

SA18 Torness Point to St Abbs Head (including Thorntonloch to 
Dunglass Coast SLA and Berwickshire Coast SLA) 

The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from 
the contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 
projects is assessed as low and for this identified medium-high 
sensitivity receptor (Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative 
effect of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is 

CCA Cumulative Assessment and Significance in EIA terms 

assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). Refer to 
Viewpoint 12 (Figure 15.32c), Viewpoint 13 (Figure 15.33c) and 
Viewpoint 14 (Figure 15.34c). 

SA19 St Abbs Head to Eyemouth (including the Berwickshire 
Coast SLA) 

The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from 
the contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 
projects is assessed as low and for this identified high 
sensitivity receptor (Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative 
effect of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is 
assessed as not significant (moderate/minor). Refer to 
Viewpoint 15 (Figure 15.35c). 

SA20 Eyemouth to Berwick upon Tweed (including the 
Berwickshire Coast SLA) 

The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from 
the contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 
projects is assessed as low and for this identified medium 
sensitivity receptor (Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative 
effect of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is 
assessed as not significant (minor). Refer to Viewpoint 16 
(Figure 15.36c). 

Northumberland:  

SA21 Berwick-upon-Tweed to Holy Island / MCA23 Rural 
Northumberland and Coastal Waters 

The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from 
the contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 
projects is assessed as negligible and for this identified high 
sensitivity receptor (Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative 
effect of the Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is 
assessed as not significant (minor). Refer to Viewpoint 17 
(Figure 15.37b), Viewpoint 18 (Figure 15.38b) and Viewpoint 19 
(Figure 15.39c). 

MCA23 Rural Northumberland and Coastal Waters / LCT 4b 
Rocky Coastline: Farne Islands Coast 

The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from 
the contribution of the Proposed Development with tier 2 
projects is assessed as negligible and for this identified 
medium-high sensitivity receptor (Section 15.11.2), the 
additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with 
tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (minor). Refer to 
Viewpoint 20 (Figure 15.40c). 

CUMULATIVE EFFECT (TIER 2) OF THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

ON SPECIAL QUALITIES OF DESIGNATED LANDSCAPES 

972. The potential for cumulative effects on defined special qualities of the Northumberland Coast AONB arising 

in the tier 2 assessment is informed by the assessments undertaken in the coastal character effects 

assessment above and the special qualities assessment undertaken in Table 15.41. The range of potential 

cumulative effects that are identified and included in this CEA are a subset of those considered for the 

Proposed Development alone assessment, in the context of an assumed baseline with operational and 

under-construction projects. 

973. A cumulative effect assessment of the operation and maintenance of the Proposed Development on the 

special qualities of the Northumberland Coast AONB is undertaken in Table 15.48. 
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Table 15.48: Cumulative Effects (Tier 2) on Northumberland Coast AONB Special Qualities 

15.12.4. TIER 3 CUMULATIVE EFFECTS ASSESSMENT 

974. The tier 3 assessment considered all plans/projects assessed under Tier 2, plus those projects with a 

Scoping Report as listed in Table 15.42 and shown in Figure 15.16. Tier 3 projects within the SLVIA study 

area consist of scoping stage onshore wind farms, all of which are located between 43 - 60 km from the 

Proposed Development array area.  

975. The cumulative landscape and visual effects of scoping stage sites are not generally considered in CEAs 

for onshore wind farm development, in line with best practice guidance (NatureScot, 2021), which states 

that: 

• 'An assessment of cumulative impacts associated with a specific development proposal should encompass 

the effects of the proposal in combination with: 

• existing development, either built or under construction; 

• approved development, awaiting implementation; and 

• proposals awaiting determination within the planning process with design information in the public domain.  

Proposals and design information may be deemed to be in the public domain once an application has been 

lodged, and the decision-making authority has formally registered the application'. 

976. This guidance generally recommends cumulative assessment goes only as far as assessing projects where 

an application has been lodged, however, it does also state that 'occasionally it may be appropriate to 

include proposals which are in the early stages of development in an assessment, particularly where 

clusters of development or “hotspots” emerge. However, a degree of pragmatism is required to enable 

proposals to progress to determination'. 

977. GLVIA3 (Landscape Institute, 2013) also supports the approach of assessing projects with planning 

consent and those that are subject of a valid planning application, stating (7.14) that ‘schemes that are at 

the pre-planning or scoping stage are not generally considered in the assessment of cumulative effects 

because of uncertainty about what will actually occur, that is, is not ‘reasonably foreseeable’ .  

978. GLVIA3 does however note, that ‘there may be occasions where such schemes may be included in the 

assessment if the competent authority or consultation bodies consider this to be necessary. Such a request 

should only be made if absolutely necessary to make a realistic assessment of potential cumulative 

effects’. 

979. Consultations with stakeholders have taken place on the approach to the SLVIA (Table 15.4), which have 

not indicated it necessary to assess the cumulative effects of Proposed Development with scoping stage 

(tier 3) projects.  

980. Offshore specific guidance (PINS, 2019) recommends that projects where a scoping report has been 

submitted are considered in the CEA. A preliminary assessment of the position and spatial extent of 

scoping stage onshore wind farms, listed in Table 15.42 and shown in Figure 15.16, indicates that they 

are all located at long distance between 43 - 60 km from the Proposed Development array area, are not 

visible in offshore views towards the Proposed Development due to their inland locations, and if visible in 

the wider inland view panorama, are likely to be subsumed within existing onshore wind farm groupings.  

The Proposed Development will therefore have limited effect interaction with scoping stage projects and it 

is assessed that the Proposed Development will result in no additional significant cumulative seascape, 

landscape and visual effects with scoping stage projects included in the Tier 3 assessment. 

981. The totality of the potential effects arising in respect of scoping stage projects (tier 3) is also considered 

unlikely to arise, as it is likely that at least some the scoping stage projects will not ultimately be taken 

forward to application, gain consent or become operational, which reduces the likelihood of tier 3 effects 

arising in full. 

15.12.5. TIER 4 CUMULATIVE EFFECTS ASSESSMENT 

982. The tier 4 assessment considers all plans/projects assessed under Tier 3, plus those projects likely to 

come forward where an AfL has been granted.  

983. Tier 4 projects within the SLVIA study area consist of Scotwind Leasing Area 1 (BP) and Scotwind Leasing 

Area 2 (SSER) located 31.6 km and 56.8 km to the east of the Proposed Development array area 

respectively; and Scotwind Leasing Area 6 (DEME) located 46.5 km to the north as shown in Figure 15.16. 

AfL wind farms are not shown in the viewpoint wireline visualisations in Figures 15.21 to 15.75 due to the 

uncertainty of information available for these projects.  

984. Offshore specific guidance (PINS, 2019) recommends that projects where a scoping report has yet to be 

submitted are considered in the CEA, however LVIA generally follows an approach whereby early pre-

scoping stage sites (such as AfL projects) are not considered in the CEA, based on guidance (NatureScot, 

2021 and Landscape Institute, 2013. 

985. In line with the offshore specific guidance (PINS, 2019), a preliminary CEA informed by the position and 

spatial extent of these AfL projects (Figure 15.16) and the distance of each AfL project form each local 

authority coastline within the SLVIA study area is presented in Table 15.49. 

Special Quality Cumulative Assessment and Significance in EIA terms 

1. Dramatic natural coastline of rocky 
headlands and cliffs contrasting with 
extensive sweeping sandy beaches 
and dynamic sand dune systems 

The additional cumulative magnitude of change resulting from the contribution of the 
Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as negligible on all 
Northumberland Coast AONB special qualities and for this identified high sensitivity 
receptor (Section 15.11.2), the additional cumulative effect of the Proposed Development 
with tier 2 projects is assessed as not significant (minor). Although the Proposed 
Development will result in an additional wind farm influence on the distant sea skyline 
offshore from the AONB, the contribution of the Proposed Development to the cumulative 
effects with tier 2 projects on this view will be negligible because no tier 2 projects will be 
visible, such that there is essentially no additional cumulative change or interaction 
between the Proposed Development and tier 2 projects, over and above the scenario 
already assessed in Section 15.11 (which considered the effect of the Proposed 
Development as an addition to Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 in the assumed 
baseline).  

2. Coastal and riverside setting of 
iconic historic and cultural landmark 
features which provide localised 
vertical emphasis within a 
predominantly horizontal landscape 
and seascape 

3. Remote historic, cultural and 
spiritual qualities and ecclesiastical 
associations of the Holy Island of 
Lindisfarne 

4. Rocky Farne Islands archipelago, 
which features in many coastal views 

5. Traditional coastal fishing villages 
clustered around small harbours 

6. Views inland to the rounded 
sandstone hills and Cheviot Hills 
provide a dramatic and dynamic 
backdrop to the coast 

7. Feeling of exposure and tranquillity 
on the flat, low lying open coastal plain 
and windswept coast, with sparse tree 
cover, huge skies and wide seascape 
views 

8. Dark skies 
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 Table 15.49: Preliminary CEA of Tier 4 Projects  

 Distance to Closest Part of Coastline 

from AfL (km) 
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 Preliminary CEA 

Scotwind E1 
Leasing Area 1 
(BP) 

61.2 73.5 98.3 113.2 104.6 No likelihood of significant cumulative effects with the Proposed 
Development on coastal (seascape) character, special qualities of 
designated landscapes or views/visual amenity due to the very 
long distance of Scotwind Leasing Area 1 from all coastlines within 
the SLVIA study area. No theoretical visibility from receptors within 
the SLVIA study area. 

Scotwind E1 
Leasing Area 2 
(SSER) 

80.0 97.9 123.9 137.3 126.0 No likelihood of significant cumulative effects with the Proposed 
Development on coastal (seascape) character, special qualities of 
designated landscapes or views/visual amenity due to the very 
long distance of Scotwind Leasing Area 1 from all coastlines within 
the SLVIA study area. No theoretical visibility from receptors within 
the SLVIA study area. 

Scotwind E3 
Leasing Area 6 
(DEME) 

38.4 61.2 92.3 117.9 118.6 Scotwind Leasing Area 6 has potential for significant cumulative 
effects with the Proposed Development on coastal (seascape) 
character and views/visual amenity of Aberdeenshire coastline, 
due to its distance (38.4 km) from this coastline and the potential 
for cumulative effect interactions with the Proposed Development 
from the Aberdeenshire coast. 

Scotwind Leasing Area 6 has no potential for significant 
cumulative effects with the Proposed Development on coastal 
(seascape) character, special qualities of designated landscapes 
or views/visual amenity from Angus, Fife, East Lothian, Scottish 
Borders or Northumberland due to its very long distance from 
these coastlines within the SLVIA study area. No theoretical 
visibility from receptors within the SLVIA study area. 

986. The preliminary assessment identifies that there is no likelihood of Scotwind Leasing Area 1 (BP) and 

Scotwind Leasing Area 2 (SSER) AfL projects to result in significant cumulative effects with the Proposed 

Development on coastal (seascape) character, special qualities of designated landscapes or views/visual 

amenity due to their very long distance from all coastlines within the SLVIA study area.  

987. Similarly, Scotwind Leasing Area 6 (DEME) AfL project has no likelihood of significant cumulative effects 

on coastal (seascape) character, special qualities of designated landscapes or views/visual amenity 

experienced from Angus, Fife, East Lothian, Scottish Borders or Northumberland. Scotwind Leasing Area 

6 (DEME) AfL does however, have potential for cumulative effect interactions with the Proposed 

Development on coastal (seascape) character and views/visual amenity of the Aberdeenshire coastline, 

due to its closer proximity to this coastline, albeit it is located 38.4 km offshore from the closest point of 

the Aberdeenshire coast.  

988. Crown Estate Scotland has only recently announced, in January 2022, the outcome of its application 

process for ScotWind Leasing. Scotwind Leasing Area 6 (DEME) is one of the successful projects selected 

and offered an option agreement. This is just the first stage of the long process this project will have to go 

through before wind turbines are operational, as the project progresses through consenting, financing, and 

planning stages. There are considerable uncertainties still present, in particular, geophysical and 

geotechnical studies have not been undertaken, the location of wind turbines within the AfL is not decided 

and the dimensions of the wind turbines are unknown. The Scotwind Leasing Area 6 (DEME) AfL project 

is not currently well defined to the point that a full assessment can be made and the effects arising as a 

result of this AfL project are not reasonably foreseeable at the current time due to a lack of specific 

information on which to base an assessment and low data confidence, therefore it is screened out of further 

assessment in this SLVIA. 

15.13. TRANSBOUNDARY EFFECTS 

989. A screening of transboundary impacts has been carried out and has identified that the re was no potential 

for significant transboundary effects with regard to seascape, landscape and visual from the Proposed 

Development upon the interests of other European Economic Area (EEA) States. 

15.14. INTER-RELATED EFFECTS 

990. A description of the likely inter-related effects arising from the Proposed Development on seascape, 

landscape and visual receptors is provided in volume 3, appendix 18.1 of the Offshore EIA Report.  

991. For seascape, landscape and visual receptors, the following likely significant effects have been considered 

within the inter-related assessment: 

• Changes to views experienced by people from specific and representative viewpoints and from visual 

receptors; 

• Changes to the perceived seascape (coastal) character of coastal character areas; 

• Changes to the perceived landscape character and qualities of designated landscapes; and 

• Changes to night-time views and perceived character of coastal character as a result proposed 

development lighting.    

992. Table 15.50 lists the inter-related effects (project lifetime effects) that are predicted to arise during the 

construction, operation and maintenance phase, and decommissioning of the Proposed Development and 

also the inter-related effects (receptor-led effects) that are predicted to arise for seascape, landscape and 

visual receptors. 

993. As noted above, effects on seascape, landscape and visual receptors also have the potential to have 

secondary effects on other receptors and these effects are fully considered in the topic-specific chapters. 

These receptors and effects are: 

• Cultural Heritage (Chapter 16) 

– Temporary (during construction, operation and maintenance and decommissioning phases), long-term (during 

operation and maintenance phase only) and reversible (post-decommissioning) addition of Proposed 

Development resulting in direct effect to views from and indirect effect to perceived character of Gardens and 

Designed Landscapes (GDLs) and Registered Parks and Gardens (RPGs), including Lindisfarne Castle, and the 

North Northumberland Heritage Coast;  

• Socio-Economics and Tourism (Chapter 18) 

– Temporary (during construction, operation and maintenance and decommissioning phases), long-term (during 

operation and maintenance phase only) and reversible (post-decommissioning) addition of Proposed 

Development resulting in indirect effect to visitor and tourist use of the coast including receptors such as beaches, 

recreational routes, golf courses and visitor attractions. 
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Table 15.50: Summary of Potential Inter-Related Effects for Seascape, Landscape and Visual Receptors 

 

15.15. SUMMARY OF IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES  

15.15.1. INTRODUCTION 

994. Information on Seascape within the SLVIA study area was collected through desktop review, site surveys 

and consultation. The SLVIA identifies and assesses the significance of changes resulting from the 

construction, operation and decommissioning of the Proposed Development. This is carried out in relation 

to both the coastal (seascape) and landscape character as environmental resources in their own right, and 

on people’s views and visual amenity, as well considering the cumulative effects of the Proposed 

Development with other projects.  

995. The Proposed Development array area has been sited 37.8 km offshore from closest part of the array area 

to the closest section of coast. The eastern edge of the array area is generally located at distances over 

60 km from the coast. The siting of the Proposed Development at long distance offshore forms the key 

designed in measure which minimises potential for significant seascape, landscape and visual effects 

experienced in coastal views. The spatial extent of the northern part of the Proposed Development array 

area was also reduced during the project design which increased its distance offshore from the coast of 

Aberdeenshire, Angus and Fife, contributing to minimising the effects on receptors in these parts of the 

SLVIA study area. 

996. Table 15.51 presents a summary of the residual effects in respect to seascape, landscape and visual 

receptors and Table 15.52 presents a summary of the potential cumulative effects.  

997. The SLVIA is based on the design envelope described in Chapter 4. In compliance with EIA regulations, 

the likely significant effects of a realistic ‘worst-case’ scenario are assessed and illustrated in the SLVIA. 

The realistic worst-case layout assessed as the PDE for the SLVIA is the 179 x 355m wind turbine layout, 

as shown in Figure 15.1a. This layout has the highest wind turbine blade tip height (355m), with largest 

rotor diameter (310m) with wind turbines occupying locations that represent the impacts arising from the 

full extent of the wind farm array area.  

998. In accordance with GLVIA3 (Landscape Institute, 2013) (para 7.13), existing offshore and onshore wind 

farms and those which are under construction are included in the baseline for both landscape and visual 

effects assessments. These projects are shown in Figure 15.16 and Table 15.42. Neart na Gaoithe 

offshore wind farm (Neart na Gaoithe) is under construction offshore as of August 2020 and is expected 

to be operational in 2023. Seagreen 1 is under construction offshore as of December 2020 and is also 

expected to be operational in 2023. As they are both currently under-construction and expected to be 

operational before the Proposed Development starts construction offshore, in accordance with GLVIA3, 

both Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 are assumed to be part of the baseline i.e., they are assumed to 

be operational for the purposes of the SLVIA.  

999. The spatial scope of the SLVIA study area is defined as 60 km from the Proposed Development Array Area 

as shown in Figure 15.2. The Proposed Development is located offshore in the outer Firth of Forth and 

Firth of Tay, approximately 37.8 km east of the Scottish Borders coastline (St Abb’s Head), 44.8 km from 

the East Lothian coastline (Torness Point), 40.3km from the Angus coastline (Prail Castle) and 40.9 km 

from the Fife coastline (Fife Ness). A summary of the seascape, landscape and visual effects arising within 

each of the main geographic regions within the SLVIA study area is provided as follows. 

15.15.2. ANGUS 

1000. The Angus coastline is located to the north-west of the Proposed Development and is over 40.3km from 

the Proposed Development. The wide Montrose Bay (SA4) with its sandy beach extends from Milton Ness 

to the outflow of the River South Esk at the coastal town of Montrose. Dunes, grassland and a level 

agricultural hinterland lie behind.  The low-lying, rocky headland of Long Craig (SA 5) is backed by a gently 

sloping agricultural hinterland that stretches south from Scurdie Ness to Lunan Bay. The bay’s broad sandy 

Description of Impact Phase Project Effects 

C O D 

Proposed Development lifetime effects 

Changes to views experienced by people from specific 
and representative viewpoints and from visual receptors  

   No greater than individually assessed impacts. 
Although impacts are broken down into different 
receptors (viewpoints and visual receptors) the 
actual receptor is the same in each case i.e., the 
people perceiving the effect. Therefore, these 
people will only perceive the effect one way 
(visually) at one point in time, and will not 
experience the construction, operation and 
decommissioning phases simultaneously, or 
across multiple pathways. 

Changes to the perceived seascape (coastal) character of 
coastal character areas 

   No greater than individually assessed impacts. 
Although impacts are broken down into different 
receptors based upon physical and perceived 
characteristics (coastal character areas) the 
actual receptor is the same in each case i.e., the 
people perceiving the effect on coastal character. 
Therefore, these people will only perceive the 
effect one way (visually) at one point in time, and 
will not experience the construction, operation 
and decommissioning phases simultaneously, or 
across multiple pathways. 

Changes to the perceived landscape character and 
qualities of designated landscapes 

   No greater than individually assessed impacts. 
Although impacts are broken down into different 
receptors based upon physical and perceived 
characteristics (landscape character types) and 
planning policies (landscape designations) the 
actual receptor is the same in each case i.e., the 
people perceiving the effect on coastal character. 
Therefore, these people will only perceive the 
effect one way (visually) at one point in time, and 
will not experience the construction, operation 
and decommissioning phases simultaneously, or 
across multiple pathways. 

Changes to night-time views and perceived character of 
coastal character as a result proposed development 
lighting 

   No greater than individually assessed impacts. 
Although impacts are broken down into different 
receptors (viewpoints and visual receptors) the 
actual receptor is the same in each case i.e., the 
people perceiving the effect. Therefore, these 
people will only perceive the effect one way 
(visually) at one point in time, and will not 
experience the construction, operation and 
decommissioning phases simultaneously, or 
across multiple pathways. 

Receptor led effects     

Receptor led effects (i.e. those that interact, spatially and temporally, to create inter-related effects on a receptor) will not occur 
on seascape, landscape and visual receptors, since changes are experienced by the same receptor in each case (people) and in 
one way (visually) at one point in time, therefore effects on views and on perceived character are inter-linked, and do not interact 
to produce a different, or greater effect, on a receptor than when effects are considered in isolation. 
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beach is backed by dunes and framed by low cliffs to the north and south and extends to Boddin Point. A 

continuous stretch of tall, Old Red sandstone sea cliffs and associated small bays with narrow shingle 

beaches (SA 7: Lang Craig To The Deil’s Heid) south of Lunan Bay extends to the eastern edge of 

Arbroath.  

1001. Much of the coastline provides expansive, unrestricted sea views out to open seas and the coastline 

extending north and south, which provide a partial sense of enclosure to the wide views. The headlands 

of Milton Ness and Scurdie Ness provide some enclose in views from Montrose Bay, the bay itself 

prominent when looking north from Scurdie Ness. The projection of Long Craig diverts attention away from 

the open sea and along the coastline, while at Lunan Bay the broad sandy bay is framed by low cliffs to 

the north and south. Farmland on clifftops within Long Craig to Deil’s Head also afford views inland, to the 

west.  

1002. The seascape and visual effects of the Proposed Development will be experienced from coastline defined 

by Montrose Bay (SA4), Long Craig (SA5), Lunan Bay (SA6) and Land Craig to Deil’s Head (SA7). These 

will primarily be experienced in areas with views out to sea, including the coastal seafronts of Arbroath, 

Carnoustie and Montrose; coastal cliff top paths; and coastal sections of National Cycle Network Route 1, 

the A92 tourist route and the Edinburgh to Aberdeen rail line. Viewpoint 2 Montrose provides a 

representative viewpoint from a settlement on this section of coastline.  

1003. The Angus coastline is not subject to landscape designation for its scenic quality, and its generally medium 

value derives principally from the informal attraction of the seaside. Lunan Bay has an additional degree 

of naturalness and the broad sandy bay is particularly well valued by society and considered to have a 

medium-high value. Much of the Angus coastline is of medium sensitivity , rising to medium-high and high 

at Montrose Bay and Lunan Bay, respectively, and reflecting their  higher susceptibility. Despite the inter-

visibility between the coastline and the Proposed Development, residents and visitors to the seafront areas 

of settlements in Angus will observe a medium-low magnitude of change. Principally, this derives from the 

long distance of the Proposed Development from the coast; its peripheral location with regards to the 

expansive open seascape; the relatively small apparent scale of the Proposed Development with regards 

to its seascape context; and it being partially subsumed behind Seagreen 1 offshore wind farm such that 

it adds a relatively narrow additional lateral spread of wind turbines as an extension of the wind turbine 

elements that are already characteristic in the baseline view. The Proposed Development will therefore 

result in no significant effects on the coastal character of the Angus coastline.  

1004. Effects on views experienced by people at Montrose (Viewpoint 2) have been identified as not significant. 

This reflects the medium sensitivity of receptors within Montrose, and the medium-low magnitude of 

change resulting from the Proposed Development. The long distance (45.3 km) separating the viewpoint 

from the Proposed Development means that it will appear within a peripheral location with regards to the 

expansive, open seascape; low on the horizon and relatively small in vertical scale; and extending over a 

smaller proportion of the wider panorama of open sea. Much of the open sea horizon will remain unaffected 

by the Proposed Development. The Proposed Development will result in no significant effects on views 

experienced by people from the Angus coastline. 

15.15.3. FIFE 

1005. The coastline of Fife is located to the west of the Proposed Development, with coastline between St 

Andrews an St Monans, with the closest point at Fife Ness situated 40.9 km from the Proposed 

Development. From St Andrews to Fife Ness (SA12) the open and exposed coastline of rocks and low 

cliffs is backed by a gently sloping agricultural hinterland. With small sandy bays, extensive wave-cut rock 

platforms, low cliffs and narrow, wooded dens, the coastal edge is complemented by the historic settlement 

of St Andrews, a landmark and focus for recreational uses along the coastline. From the headland of Fife 

Ness to Chapel Ness, the East Neuk of Fife coast (SA 13) is generally low lying and rocky with shingle 

beaches, distinctive red sandstone cliffs and traditional fishing villages around busy harbours.  

1006. Views of the sea from the northern coastline are generally large scale and open, becoming more extensive 

at Fife Ness. From the hinterland, the proximity of the sea is an underlying perception. The southern 

coastline affords wide and extensive views out across the Firth of Forth and along the coast to the open 

sea in the east. Views from sheltered harbours and further inland are limited and focus on the Firth of 

Forth.  

1007. The seascape and visual effects of the Proposed Development will be experienced from coastline defined 

by St Andrews to Fife Ness (SA12) and East Neuk of Fife (SA13). Changes to their perceived character 

will primarily be experienced from coastal areas with views out to sea, by residents; visitors to sea fronts 

of settlements such as St Andrews, Anstruther, Crail and Pittenweem; walkers on the Fife Coastal Path; 

and motorists on parts of the A917 route. Representative viewpoints are provided for the most notable 

settlement on the coastline (Viewpoint 3 St Andrews); a beach (Viewpoint 4 Cambo Sands); the nearest 

section of coast to the Proposed Development (Viewpoint 5 Fife Ness); and a settlement on the south 

coast (Viewpoint 6 Crail). 

1008. Despite the high and medium-high sensitivity of the coastal character and views from parts of the Fife 

coastline to change, the effect of the Proposed Development on the perceived character and visual amenity 

is assessed as not significant due to the low magnitude of change arising from the Proposed Development 

on the character and views of the coastlines of the St Andrew’s to Fife Ness coast (SA12) and East Neuk 

of Fife (SA13). The Proposed Development will largely be subsumed behind Neart na Gaoithe offshore 

wind farm in views from the Fife coastline, contributing mainly to an increase in the density of wind turbines 

where they overlap and a very narrow increase in lateral spread, in which the majority of open sea skyline 

will be retained and remain unaffected. Effects will be limited to visual aspects of the setting of the Fife 

coast. Views towards the Proposed Development are long range (over approximately 40.9 km from the 

coast at its closest point, Fife Ness); are oblique to the predominant coastal aspect; and are partially 

enclosed by the coastline. In views from north of Fife Ness, the coastline provides much of the focus and 

interest, while views from the southern coastline tend to look south across the Firth of Forth and the Isle 

of May towards the East Lothian coast. These views are also influenced by shipping activity in the Forth  

and the operational Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm at closer range (at distances of around 15.6 km 

from Fife Ness). 

1009. The effect of the Proposed Development on the Special Qualities of the St Andrews to Fife Ness LLA and 

East Neuk LLA is assessed as not significant, due to their distance from the proposed wind farm array 

(41.3 km and 41.5 km, respectively), therefore effects are limited to indirect, visual effects on the setting 

of the LLAs, and as their special qualities will all fundamentally continue to be experienced despit e the 

presence of the Proposed Development in the ‘expansive seaward views’, which will continue to define the 

character and quality of the coast. Not significant effects on views experienced by people along the Fife 

coastline have been identified at representative viewpoints including, from north to south, St Andrews 

Cathedral (Viewpoint 3), Cambo Sands (Viewpoint 4), Fife Ness (Viewpoint 5) and Crail (Viewpoint 6) . The 

long distance (41.7 km to 52.9 km) separating the viewpoints from the Proposed Development means that 

it will appear generally appear low on the horizon and relatively small in vertical scale, extending mainly 

behind Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm over a smaller proportion of the wider panorama of open sea, 

and is often within a peripheral location with regards to the expansive, open seascape. 

15.15.4. EAST LOTHIAN 

1010. The East Lothian coastline is located to the south-west of the Proposed Development and is situated over 

approximately 45 km from the Proposed Development at its closest point (Torness Point). In the western 

part of the SLVIA study area, the coast is north facing, but becomes north-east facing between Tantallon 

and Dunglass near the Scottish Borders. The coast consists of alternating rocky headlands and sandy 

bays, generally low-lying with relatively unfragmented flat agricultural land behind and low tree cover. The 

area includes the towns of Dunbar and North Berwick, transport routes and industrial/energy generation 

and transmission developments, that broadly follow the coast and its margins. The sheltered coastline, 

sandy bays and diverse coastal scenery make for a popular recreational coast, however the experience is 
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influenced by the presence of development. Views from the flat terrain are defined by headlands at North 

Berwick and Torness Point. From the north these predominantly look across the mouth of the Forth of 

Firth, past the Isle of May to Fife Ness and the East Neuk of Fife coastline; whereas further south the views 

are more expansive out to the open North Sea.  

1011. The coastal character of the East Lothian coast (SA17 and SA18) is of assessed as being medium-high to 

high value, reflecting its coverage by local SLA designations covering all of the East Lothian coastline 

within the SLVIA study area, and consisting of the North Berwick Law, Tantallon Coast, Belhaven Bay, 

Dunbar to Barns Ness Coast, Monynut to Blackcastle, and Thorntonloch to Dunglass Coast SLAs. The 

coastal character is assessed as being of medium-high sensitivity, reflecting its recognised value while 

being moderated in part by its medium susceptibility due to the extent of modification by settlement, 

industrial/energy generation development and busy transport routes, as well as the presence of Neart na 

Gaoithe offshore wind farm visible in the seascape setting approximately 28 km from the closest parts of 

the coast. 

1012. Changes to the perceived seascape character of the East Lothian coast will primarily be experienced from 

coastline defined by Eyebroughy to Torness Point (SA17) and the northern parts of Torness Point to St 

Abbs Head (SA18). These will be experienced in areas with views out to sea, by residents; visitors to the 

sea fronts of North Berwick and Dunbar; people at beaches, on recreational routes and at specific 

viewpoints/attractions; and travellers on main transport routes. Representative viewpoints are provided at 

visitor locations at North Berwick Law and Tantallon Castle (Viewpoints 7 and 8, respectively); a  popular 

beach (Viewpoint 9 Tyninghame (Ravensheugh Sands)); one of the main settlements (Viewpoint 10 

Dunbar); and on the John Muir link coastal path (Viewpoint 11 Skateraw).  Not significant effects on views 

experienced by people along the East Lothian coastline have been identified at all representative 

viewpoints. Despite the medium-high to high sensitivity of receptors along the East Lothian coast, the 

magnitude of change resulting from the Proposed Development is assessed as low or medium-low, and 

therefore effects are not significant. The long distance (45.9 km to 56 km) separating the viewpoints from 

the Proposed Development means that it will appear relatively small in vertical scale, generally appearing 

low on the horizon and viewed in the context of a southern extension to the existing Neart na Gaoithe 

offshore wind farm, while retaining the wider open sea horizon and separation between the Proposed 

Development and the coast. 

1013. Not significant effects on the perceived coastal (seascape) character of the East Lothian coastline are also 

assessed as occurring as a result of the Proposed Development, due to the medium-low magnitude of 

change that is predicted. Although East Lothian’s coastline is largely of medium-high sensitivity, the 

perceived coastal character will largely experience a medium-low magnitude of change arising from the 

Proposed Development, due to the intervening distance (over approximately 45 km) and its influence on 

the perceived landscape qualities of the Eyebroughy to Torness Point (SA17) and northern parts of 

Torness Point to St Abbs Head (SA18) coast at such range. The effect of the Proposed Development on 

the Special Qualities of the Tantallon Coast, Belhaven Bay and Dunbar to Barns Ness SLA is assessed as 

not significant as the special qualities of these SLAs will all fundamentally continue to be experienced 

despite the presence of the Proposed Development, at distances of over 45km, and will continue to define 

to the character and quality of the coast. These effects will be limited to indirect, visual aspects of the 

seascape setting of these SLAs. 

15.15.5. SCOTTISH BORDERS 

1014. The Scottish Borders coastline includes section of more remote, exposed and dramatic coastline within 

the SLVIA Study Area within the Berwickshire Coast SLA and the section at St Abbs Head forms the 

closest section of coast, situated approximately 37.8 km to the east of the Proposed Development. 

1015. The coastline from Torness Point to St Abbs Head is formed by high, near vertical cliffs carved into strongly  

folded, resistant sedimentary rocks, with a small beach at Pease Bay. Rising to the volcanic cliffs at St 

Abb’s Head, the coastal edge then drops to the sheltered beach of Coldingham Bay, set into cliffs. The 

relatively linear coast extending southwards is mainly comprised of rocky cliffs with small headlands 

including Agate Point and Horse Head and an enclosed harbour at Burnmouth, surrounded by rocky cliffs.  

The elevated, exposed coastline provides expansive views along the rugged coast and over the horizon 

of the North Sea that become from more dramatic and panoramic from St Abb’s Head. The headland itself 

encloses views from nearby while Ramfauds, south of Eyemouth, contains southward views  and landform 

tends to limit views inland.  

1016. The seascape and visual effects of the Proposed Development will be experienced from coastline defined 

by Torness Point to St Abbs Head (SA18); St Abbs Head to Eyemouth (SA19); and Eyemouth to Berwick 

upon Tweed (SA20). Changes to the perceived seascape character of the coastline will primarily be 

experienced in areas with views out to sea, by residents; visitors to the sea fronts of St Abbs and Eyemouth; 

people at Coldingham beach, Berwickshire Coastal Path, and at specific  OS marked viewpoints (St Abbs 

Head). Representative viewpoints are provided at locations on long distance recreational routes Viewpoint 

12 Cove (SUW), the Berwickshire coastal path (Viewpoint 13 Fast Castle and Viewpoint 14 Tun Law); a 

recognised OS marked viewpoint (Viewpoint 15 St Abb’s Head); and settlement (Viewpoint 16 Eyemouth).  

1017. The scenic quality of much of the Scottish Borders coastline is recognised by the Berwickshire Coast SLA 

designation at a local level and historic environment assets, including a registered park and garden 

(Nethebyres) and scheduled monuments/National Trust properties (Fast Castle/Tun Law) also contribute 

to the societal recognition of its value, which is assessed as high. The coastline within the St Abbs area is 

strongly associated with the sea, particularly where cliffs provide elevation, and has a high susceptibility 

to development at sea associated with the Proposed Development, particularly given the relatively lower 

influence of Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm compared to the coastline further north (due to its 

increased distance offshore). St Abb’s Head, being more exposed, windswept and remote than other 

sections of the coast, is of high sensitivity. The remaining coastline ranges from medium-high sensitivity, 

north of St Abb’s Head due to modification by busy transport routes on land and at sea; to medium 

sensitivity, south of Eyemouth, due to modification by settlement and major transport routes, which 

preclude any sense of remoteness and tranquillity. 

1018. Significant effects will arise from the Proposed Development on the perceived character of the coastline 

between Fast Castle Head and Eyemouth, within parts of the Torness Point to St Abbs Head CCA (SA18) 

and St Abbs Head to Eyemouth CCA (SA19). The addition of the Proposed Development to the associative 

seascape context will alter specific aesthetic/perceptual aspects, particularly the open and exposed 

character of the dramatic cliffs along the coast. Open seascape will be partially occupied by the Proposed 

Development, increasing offshore windfarm development in association with Neart na Gaoithe offshore 

wind farm, and changing the seascape composition. A high number of Proposed Development wind 

turbines (151-179) may be visible in the wider seascape setting of the characteristic ‘dramatic distant views 

over the Rugged Coast’ in the panorama out to the open North Sea. The resulting medium magnitude of 

change will be moderated by the location of the Proposed Development 37.8 km from the closest part of 

the coast (at St Abbs Head) and its relatively small apparent vertical scale within a medium to large scale, 

open and expansive seascape. The man-made nature of the Proposed Development may appear to 

contrast with the more natural areas of the rugged coast, but its relat ion to the action of the wind and 

waves will moderate this perception. The defining sense of exposure, remoteness and naturalness along 

the shoreline/cliff tops and the dynamic presence of the sea will remain, regardless of the Proposed 

Development.  

1019. The effect of the Proposed Development is assessed as significant on the special quality of ‘wide views 

out to sea’ of the Berwickshire Coast SLA, however due to its position offshore, it avoids the ‘dramatic 

coastal scenery’, the ‘rocky coastline’ and ‘stretch of cliffs and bays’ in ‘views along the coast',  and the 

‘wild, expansive and exciting’ qualities will fundamentally continue to be experienced despite the presence 

of the Proposed Development and will continue to define to the character and quality of the coast. 

1020. Not significant effects on the perceived character of the Eyemouth to Berwick-upon-Tweed coastline 

(SA20), further south and at increased distance, will arise due to the medium sensitivity of the CCA and 

the medium magnitude of change arising from the Proposed Development. Introduction of the Proposed 
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Development wind turbines to the seascape context of Eyemouth to Berwick upon Tweed will partially 

change ‘distant and dramatic’ views to the North Sea from the area. This section of coastline being l ower 

and relatively robust, is less susceptible to changes in perceived character/perceptual qualities than the 

coastline adjoining to the north. While it will relate to the perception of exposure, the Proposed 

Development may influence the perceived scale and character of the dramatic coastal edge.  

1021. Significant effects on views experienced by people along this stretch of coastline have been identified at 

a number of representative viewpoints including, from north to south, Fast Castle (Viewpoint 13), Tun Law 

(Viewpoint 14), St Abbs Head (Viewpoint 15) and Eyemouth (Viewpoint 16). These effects will primarily be 

experienced by people walking on the Berwickshire Coastal Path or visiting the coast at these locations. 

A medium magnitude of change will be observed resulting from the elevation of the coast, which affords 

visibility ‘over’ the Proposed Development with a greater amount of the Proposed Development wind 

turbines and offshore infrastructure being visible above the skyline relative to other viewpoints; a greater 

proportion of the horizon occupied (44° of the HFoV from St Abbs Head)  and the relatively closer location 

of the Proposed Development, at approximately 38 km to 40 km from these viewpoints. These effects are 

moderated by the appearance of the Proposed Development wind turbines in the context of Neart na 

Gaoithe offshore wind farm, to which it will relate, the visual exposure and large scale of the seascape, 

and the clear separation between it and the coast.   

15.15.6. NORTHUMBERLAND 

1022. The Northumberland coastline is located over 40 km to the south of the Proposed Development. The 

coastline has a north-easterly aspect and a strong visual relationship with the sea. Views to the open sea 

are extensive and include striking vistas to coastal landmarks, such as Lindisfarne and Holy Island; and 

dramatic distant views from the beaches along the northern rugged coastline. Further south, these are 

almost continuous with the low profile of the Farne Islands forming a visual focus within open horizons. 

Frequent ‘haar’ (coastal fog) restricts visibility.   

1023. The seascape and visual effects of the Proposed Development will be experienced from coastline defined 

by SA21 Berwick-upon-Tweed to Holy Island; and the remaining coastal areas to the south of Holy Island, 

within MCA23 Rural Northumberland and Coastal Waters and LCT 4b Rocky Coastline: Farne Islands 

Coast.  Changes to the perceived character of the coast will primarily be experienced from areas with 

views out to sea, including Berwick-upon-Tweed, Holy Island, several beaches, the Northumberland Coast 

Path and transport corridors. Representative viewpoints are provided for the largest settlement on this 

stretch of coast (Viewpoint 17 Berwick-upon-Tweed); a popular beach (Viewpoint 18 Cocklawburn Beach); 

and popular tourist attractions (Viewpoint 19 Holy Island and Viewpoint 20 Bamburgh Castle). 

1024. Not significant effects on views experienced by people along the Northumberland coastline have been 

identified at representative viewpoints including, from north to south,  Berwick-upon-Tweed (Viewpoint 17), 

Cocklawburn Beach (Viewpoint 18), Lindisfarne Castle (Viewpoint 19) and Bamburgh Castle (Viewpoint 

20). This reflects the sensitivity of receptors, which ranges from medium to high, and the magnitude of 

change resulting from the Proposed Development, which ranges from medium to low. The long distance 

(46.0 to 60.1 km) separating the viewpoints from the Proposed Development means that it will appear 

within a peripheral location with regards to the expansive, open seascape and will generally appear low 

on the horizon and relatively small in vertical scale, extending over a smaller proportion of the wider 

panorama of open sea. Much of the open sea horizon that will remain unaffected by the Proposed 

Development.  

1025. The scenic quality of the Berwick-upon-Tweed to Holy Island coastline is recognised by designation of the 

Northumberland Coast AONB and North Northumberland Heritage Coast. A registered park and garden, 

Lindisfarne Castle on Holy Island and Lindisfarne National Nature Reserve along the shoreline, also 

contribute it the value of the coastline, which is highly valued by tourists and visitors. The susceptibility of 

the coast to changes associated with the Proposed Development derives principally from its strong 

association with the sea and the potential for development in the seascape to disrupt visual unity and the 

loss of open sea views. Factors reducing sensitivity include modification by major transport routes, 

settlement and tourism infrastructure, which detractor from the scenic/perceptual qualities. The seascape 

is also of large, expansive scale, with a simple broad coastal landform and is separated from the Proposed 

Development by open sea. 

1026. The Proposed Development will result in changes to the visual aspects of the perceived character of SA21 

Berwick-upon-Tweed to Holy Island, and MCA23 Rural Northumberland and Coastal Waters / LCT 4b 

Rocky Coastline: Farne Islands Coast. The addition of the Proposed Development to the associative 

seascape context of the Scottish waters to the north, will change specific aesthetic/perceptual aspects of 

the seascape, particularly its exposed character open and open views out to the sea horizon. Characteristic 

views along the coastline and out to sea will remain, and it will remain an exposed, relatively undeveloped 

landscape whose character is governed by the dynamic influences of the sea and weather. The magnitude 

of change to the perceived character of the Northumberland coast is assessed as low, with effects that are 

not significant. 

1027. Not significant effects on the Northumberland Coast AONB (and North Northumberland Heritage Coast) 

and are assessed, due to their distance from the proposed wind farm array (47.9 km and 41.8 km 

respectively). These will be limited to indirect, visual effects on the setting of the designated landscapes. 

An assessment of the effects arising from the Proposed Development on the defined special qualities of 

the Northumberland Coast AONB found that the Proposed Development will result in low levels of change 

and not significant residual effects on the majority of the Northumberland Coast AONB’s special qualities, 

including the ‘coastal setting of iconic historic and cultural landmark features’  (SQ2) such as Bamburgh 

Castle; the ‘Remote historic, cultural and spiritual qualities’ (SQ3) of the Holy Island; the ‘striking views’ 

and ‘spectacle’ of the ‘Rocky Farne Islands’ (SQ4); and the ‘Feeling of exposure and tranquillity’ (SQ7) 

derived from the relatively lowly settled, low-lying and open character of the AONB. The Proposed 

Development will result in zero change and no residual effect on ‘Traditional coastal fishing villages’ (SQ5), 

as it will neither change the perceived association between coastal settlements and the sea, nor alter their 

simple vernacular design; and ‘views inland’ (SQ6), due to the offshore nature of the Proposed 

Development. 

1028. Due to the limited and localised significant effects on views across the coast and seascape, and the context 

in which these occur, neither the Natural Beauty nor the purposes of designation of the Northumberland 

Coast AONB will be compromised, nor will its integrity be harmed or undermined.  

15.15.7. NIGHT-TIME EFFECTS  

1029. An assessment of night-time visual effects is based on the description of proposed wind turbine lighting 

set out in the MDS in Table 15.13 and the ICAO/CAA regulations and standards, utilising the methodology 

set out in Appendix 15.1 (section 1.6). The effect of the visible lights will be dependent on a range of 

factors, including the intensity of lights used, the clarity of atmospheric visibility and the degree of negative/ 

positive vertical angle of view from the light to the receptor. 

1030. ICAO indicates a requirement for no lighting to be switched on until ‘Night’ has been reached, as measured 

at 50 cd/m2 or darker. It does not require 2,000 candela medium intensity to be on during ‘twilight’, when 

coastal character may be discerned. The assessment of the lighting of the Proposed Development is 

primarily intended to determine the likely significant effects on the visual resource i.e. it is an assessment 

of the visual effects of aviation lighting on views experienced by people at night , however the assessment 

also considers effects on coastal character at night of particular areas where the landform of the foreshore, 

coastal landforms and inshore islands etc may be perceived at night with lights in the background on the 

sea skyline i.e. where a perceived character effect may occur as a component of visual effects.  

1031. There are no specific dark sky parks with viewing locations promoted for viewing the night skies  and the 

baseline lighting conditions across the SLVIA study area vary considerably, with coastal urbanised areas 

and settlement forming the brightest light sources and the darker landscapes often being located inland 

associated with areas of upland and restricted to sections of less developed coast such as the Berwickshire 
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Coast in the Scottish Borders. The assessment of night-time visual effects is undertaken with reference to 

representative night-time viewpoints in each local authority area of the SLVIA study area. In general, the 

sensitivity of visual receptors at night is assessed as being relatively lower at night than during the day, 

and of medium-low or medium sensitivity for viewpoints in urban areas, such as Johnshaven, Montrose 

and Dunbar, where there is no formal recognition of the view having value at night-time or having visitors 

with the express intention of viewing the night sky; and where susceptibility of people experiencing the 

night-time view is influenced by existing baseline lighting of housing, street lights and the existing Seagreen 

1 and/or Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind turbine lighting out to sea. The sensitivity to change for viewpoints 

in relatively darker locations such as Fife Ness and St Abbs Head is assessed as rising to medium or 

medium-high sensitivity, which are relatively dark locations in the context of the wider settled coast, despite 

the moderating influence of Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind turbine lighting out to sea.  

1032. The effect of the Proposed Development lighting at night is however assessed to be of low magnitude and 

not significant in views from Angus and Fife, where the additional lighting will appear subsumed behind 

and overlapping much of Seagreen 1 or Neart na Gaoithe, in which much of the dark sea skyline will be 

retained and remain unaffected. The magnitude of change is considered to increase to medium-low in 

views from East Lothian (such as Viewpoint 10 Dunbar) where the lateral spread of lighting is greater, 

however this is moderated by the increased distance of the lights offshore at over 45 km from the closest 

parts of the East Lothian coast. The effect of the Proposed Development  lighting at night is only assessed 

as being significant in views from the coastline around St Abbs Head, such as Viewpoint 15, due to the 

combination of its medium-high sensitivity and medium magnitude of change, resulting in a significant 

change to the dark seascape in the view off this coast at night. Significant effects are however avoided on 

the perception of the rugged and dramatic landforms of the coastline due to the separation between the 

coast and the lighting offshore.   

1033. In all night time views, the addition of the aviation lights of the Proposed Development may influence the 

continuity between the dark sea below and dark skies above, however they will be low to the horizon and 

do not extend into, nor impede, the wider expanse of night sky, which will continue to be experienced 

readily, nor result in brightening of the night sky (skyglow) or glare on to the sea surface and would 

therefore not be of detriment to the character of the coastline perceived at night or the experience of the 

night skies. The distance of the Proposed Development lighting over approximately 38 km from the closest 

(Scottish Borders) coastline and over 40 km from other local authority areas from the potential sources of 

light reduces the effects as viewers are unlikely to perceive the aviation lights to any degree of intensity at 

such long range.  

1034. Further mitigation of effects arising from night-time lighting is likely to be provided during the operation of 

the lighting at night in accordance with Article 223 of Air Navigation Order (CAA, 2016) which allows for 

2,000 cd aviation lights to be dimmed to ‘not less than 10% of the minimum peak intensity’ if ‘visibility in 

all directions from every wind turbine generator in a group is more than 5km’. 2,000 cd lights will therefore 

only be experienced in visibility of <5 km and their intensity would be dimmed to 200 cd in visibility of >5 

km. CAA, 2016 also requires that ‘the angle of the plane of the beam of peak intensity emitted by the light 

must be elevated to between 3-4° degrees above the horizontal plane’ and ‘not more than 10% of the peak 

intensity is visible at 1.5 degrees or more below the horizontal plane’ which ensures that lighting intensity 

is focused between 3-4° above horizontal and allows for a reduced intensity of the light below the horizontal 

plane, where distant views from the coastline will be experienced.  

15.15.8. CUMULATIVE EFFECTS  

1035. The CEA undertaken within this SLVIA takes account the impact associated with the Proposed 

Development together with other relevant plans, projects and activities . In accordance with guidance 

(NatureScot, 2021 and Landscape Institute 2013), existing projects and those which are under construction 

are considered as part of the baseline conditions. The CEA addresses the additional cumulative effects of 

the Proposed Development with other potential future projects (Table 15.42). A tiered approach to the CEA 

is adopted based on the differing potential of projects for proceeding and ultimately contributing to a 

cumulative impact. 

1036. The Tier 1 assessment (Section 15.12.2) considers the Proposed Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm 

offshore) with Berwick Bank Wind Farm onshore i.e., a whole project assessment. It found that the majority 

of receptors will not experience tier 1 cumulative effects since they have either no visibility, or very 

limited/distant visibility, of either the onshore infrastructure or the Berwick Bank Wind Farm offshore. The 

main tier 1 cumulative effect during construction is likely to occur in views experienced by walkers along a 

short section of the John Muir Way between Torness and Chapel Point, and visitors to Skateraw Harbour , 

where the construction of the landfall will be visible at close range in combination with the construction of 

the Berwick Bank Wind Farm offshore and the construction  of the onshore substation in inland views , 

which are assessed to be significant (major/moderate), although temporary during construction. Tier 1 

cumulative effects during operation and maintenance will only occur on receptors near the onshore 

substation, where both the operational onshore substation and the Berwick Bank Wind Farm offshore may 

be visible and influence views and perceived character. These tier 1 cumulative effects have been found 

to be significant when considering the whole project effect (i.e. the total effect of the onshore substation 

and the Berwick Bank Wind Farm offshore) on localised parts of the landscape around the onshore 

substation where there are also sea views to the Proposed Development, including  geographically 

contained areas of the Coastal Margins LCT (277) (Lothians), Dunbar to Barns Ness Coast SLA and 

Thorntonloch to Dinglass Coast SLA, and a number of representative viewpoints in these areas at 

Skateraw, John Muir Link and Innerwick. When considered as an additional contribution of the Proposed 

Development (Berwick Bank Wind Farm Offshore), the cumulative effect is however assessed as not 

significant, fundamentally because the Proposed Development will have a limited influence on the 

perceived character and views at such long range offshore and results in a low level of additional 

cumulative change over and above the effect of Berwick Bank onshore substation alone (as assessed in 

Chapter 6 of the Onshore EIAR). These changes also occur in the context of major transport corridors and 

industrial development (Torness Power Station, Dunbar Cement Works and Dunbar Energy Recovery 

Facility (ERF) and are likely to reduce over time as the landscape mitigation scheme takes effect.  

1037. The Tier 2 assessment (Section 15.12.3) considers projects consented and submitted but not yet 

determined. These consist of offshore and onshore wind farms within the SLVIA study area (Figure 15.16) 

but the primary impact interactions result from the Proposed Development with the consented Inch Cape 

offshore wind farm and Seagreen 1A, for which a Screening Report (SWEL, 2022) has been submitted for 

a s36C variation to increase the wind turbine parameters of 36 consented Seagreen 1 wind turbines which 

have not yet been constructed. The contribution of the Proposed Development to the cumulative effect 

with tier 2 projects on views and perceived character of the South-East Aberdeenshire, Fife and Angus 

coastline of the SLVIA study area has been found to be medium-low to low with effects not significant 

(moderate to minor), due to it being visually recessive at long distance offshore partially behind Inch Cape 

and Seagreen 1A, with Inch Cape contributing most to the overall cumulative effect on the views given its 

closer proximity and larger vertical scale. The Proposed Development may appear to further the visual link 

between Inch Cape and Seagreen 1 in the section of sea skyline between these offshore wind farms in 

some viewing directions from South-East Aberdeenshire, Fife and Angus coastline, contributing to a wider 

combined lateral spread of wind turbines, however Inch Cape and Seagreen 1A will both be visible at 

closer proximity and larger vertical scale in these views, contributing more to the cumulative effect in 

comparison to the more distant Proposed Development, which is often subsumed completely or partially 

behind Inch Cape and/or Neart na Gaoithe. The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development with tier 

2 projects is also assessed as medium-low and not significant in views and perceived character of the East 

Lothian coast and progressively reduces to low in views from the Scottish Borders coastline, fundamentally 

because tier 2 projects (Inch Cape and Seagreen 1A in particular) will have a limited influence on views, 

as they are located at very long range (over approximately 56km and 69km respectively from the coast), 

and Inch Cape is located behind Neart na Gaoithe, such that there is very limited additional cumulative 

change or interaction of the Proposed Development with these Tier 2 projects, over and above the scenario 

already assessed in Section 15.11 (which considered the effect of the Proposed Development as an 
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addition to Neart na Gaoithe and Seagreen 1 in the assumed baseline). The cumulative effect of the 

Proposed Development with tier 2 projects is assessed as zero and not significant in views and the 

perceived character of the Northumberland coast, including the Northumberland Coast AONB, 

fundamentally because Inch Cape and Seagreen 1A will not be visible, and there will be no additional 

cumulative change or interaction. 

1038. The Tier 3 assessment (15.12.4) considers projects with a Scoping Report. Tier 3 projects within the SLVIA 

study area consist of scoping stage onshore wind farms, all of which are located between 43 - 60 km from 

the Proposed Development array area, are not visible in offshore views towards the Proposed 

Development due to their inland locations, and if visible in the wider inland view panorama, are likely to be 

subsumed within existing onshore wind farm groupings. The Proposed Development will therefore have 

limited effect interaction with Tier 3 projects and it is assessed that the Proposed Development will result 

in no additional significant cumulative seascape, landscape and visual effects with scoping stage projects 

included in the Tier 3 assessment. 

1039. The Tier 4 assessment (15.12.5) considers projects likely to come forward where an AfL has been granted. 

Tier 4 projects within the SLVIA study area consist of Scotwind Leasing Area 1 (BP) and Scotwind Leasing 

Area 2 (SSER) located to the east of the Proposed Development; and Scotwind Leasing Area 6 (DEME) 

located to the north as shown in Figure 15.16. The assessment identifies that there is no likelihood of 

Scotwind Leasing Area 1 (BP) and Scotwind Leasing Area 2 (SSER) AfL projects to result in significant 

cumulative effects with the Proposed Development on coastal (seascape) character, special qualities of 

designated landscapes or views/visual amenity due to their very long distance from all coastlines within 

the SLVIA study area. Scotwind Leasing Area 1 (BP) is located approximately 61 km and Scotwind Leasing 

Area 2 (SSER) 80 km from the closest (Aberdeenshire) coastline and are even more distant from the other 

local authority areas within the SLVIA study area. Scotwind Leasing Area 6 (DEME) AfL does however, 

have potential for cumulative effect interactions with the Proposed Development on coastal (seascape) 

character and views/visual amenity of the Aberdeenshire coastline, due to its closer proximity to this 

coastline, albeit it is located 38.4 km offshore from the closest point of the Aberdeenshire coast. Scotwind 

Leasing Area 6 (DEME) AfL project is however, not currently well defined to the point that a full assessment 

can be made and the effects arising as a result of this AfL project are not reasonably foreseeable at the 

current time due to a lack of specific information on which to base an assessment and low data confidence, 

therefore it is screened out of assessment in the SLVIA. 

15.15.9. FREQUENCY OF EFFECTS 

1040. The varied clarity or otherwise of the atmosphere will reduce the number of days (the ‘frequency’) upon 

which views of the Proposed Development will actually be available from the coastline and hinterland, and 

is likely to inhibit clear views, rendering the Proposed Development wind turbines located at long distance 

offshore, as visually recessive within the wider seascape. The effects of the construction and operation of 

the Proposed Development will vary according to the weather and prevailing visibility. This means that 

effects that may be assessed as being significant in the SLVIA under ‘very good’ or ‘excellent’ ( i.e., worst-

case/optimum) visibility conditions, may be not significant under moderate, poor or very poor visibility 

conditions.  

1041. Assessments are based on a worst-case position of optimum (‘very good’ or ‘excellent’) visibility, in line 

with current guidance (Landscape Institute and IEMA, 2013), however  the matter of the frequency of the 

effects, and in particular, concerning weather and visibility, other than in a worst-case good visibility 

scenario, is an important matter to consider in understanding the likely effects upon visual amenity and the 

perceived character and qualities of the coast, and people’s enjoyment of them.  

1042. The judgements concerning the significance of the effects have not considered the limitations of visibility 

out to sea at these distances where clear visibility to the horizon occurs infrequently, instead taking the 

‘worse-case’ assumption that good visibility would apply at all times.  

1043. The SLVIA addresses the matter of frequency that clear visibility is likely to occur, and this confirms that 

the assessed worst case optimum visibility out towards the wind turbines and the horizon is infrequent. For 

the greater part of the time the clarity of long-distance views out to sea will not be part of the experience 

of those enjoying the coast. Under the more frequent sub optimal conditions, the effect of the wind turbines 

on views will not be significant. This needs to be taken into consideration alongside the nature of the effects 

(magnitude) and the effects subsequently being on the threshold of significance, alongside the 

geographical extent over which they are likely to be experienced. 

1044. Although some significant effects on views and the perceived coastal character were identified, these were 

all concluded to be of only medium magnitude. The effects would occur only in certain weather and visibility 

conditions and therefore on limited occasions during the year. Under the more frequent sub-optimal 

weather conditions, the effect of the wind turbines on views and perceived character will not be significant. 
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Table 15.51: Summary of Potential Environmental Effects  

Description of Impact Receptor Phase7 Magnitude of Impact Sensitivity of Receptor Significance of Effect in EIA 

Terms 

 C O D    

Effects (daytime) of the 
operation and maintenance 
of the offshore elements of 
the proposed development 
on views 

Representative Viewpoints 

Viewpoint 1 Johnshaven (NCN1)    Low Medium-high Not Significant (moderate/minor) 

Viewpoint 2 Montrose    Medium-low Medium Not Significant (moderate/minor)

Viewpoint 3 St Andrews Cathedral    Low Medium-high Not Significant (moderate/minor)

Viewpoint 4 Cambo Sands    Low Medium-high Not Significant (moderate/minor)

Viewpoint 5 Fife Ness    Low Medium-high Not Significant (moderate/minor)

Viewpoint 6 Crail    Low Medium-high Not Significant (moderate/minor)

Viewpoint 7 North Berwick Law    Low High Not Significant (moderate/minor)

Viewpoint 8 Tantallon Castle    Medium-low High Not Significant (moderate)

Viewpoint 9 Tyninghame (Ravensheugh Sands)    Low Medium-high Not Significant (moderate/minor)

Viewpoint 10 Dunbar    Medium-low High Not Significant (moderate)

Viewpoint 11 Skateraw    Medium-low Medium Not Significant (moderate/minor)

Viewpoint 12 Cove (SUW)    Medium-low Medium-high Not Significant (moderate)

Viewpoint 13 Fast Castle    Medium High Significant (major/moderate)

Viewpoint 14 Tun Law    Medium High Significant (major/moderate)

Viewpoint 15 St Abb's Head    Medium High Significant (major/moderate)

Viewpoint 16 Eyemouth    Medium Medium-high Significant (moderate)

Viewpoint 17 Berwick-upon-Tweed    Medium-low Medium-high Not Significant (moderate)

Viewpoint 18 Cocklawburn Beach    Low High Not Significant (moderate/minor)

Viewpoint 19 Holy Island (near Lindisfarne Castle)    Low High Not Significant (moderate/minor)

Viewpoint 20 Bamburgh Castle    Low High Not Significant (moderate/minor)

Viewpoint 21 Pencraig Brae    Low Medium Not Significant (minor)

Viewpoint 22 Ewelair Hill    Low Medium Not Significant (minor)

Viewpoint 23 Isle of May    Medium-low Medium-high Not Significant (moderate) 

Effects (daytime) of the 
operation and maintenance 
of the offshore elements of 
the proposed development 
on visual receptors 

Country Parks 

John Muir Country Park   Medium-low High Not significant (moderate)

Visual Effect – Major Settlements

Inverbervie    Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor)

Arbroath    Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor)

Carnoustie    Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor)

Montrose    Medium-low Medium-high Not significant (moderate)

Anstruther    Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Crail    Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Pittenweem    Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor)

St Andrews    Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor)

Dunbar    Medium-low Medium-high Not significant (moderate) 

Eyemouth    Medium Medium-high Significant (moderate)

Berwick-Upon-Tweed    Medium-low Medium-high Not significant (moderate)

Visual Effect – Minor Settlements       

Gourdon    Low Medium-high Not Significant (moderate/minor) 

Johnshaven    Low Medium-high Not Significant (moderate/minor) 

Auchmithie    Medium-low Medium-high Not Significant (moderate) 

East Haven    Low Medium-high Not Significant (moderate/minor) 

Bilsdean    Medium-low Medium-high Not Significant (moderate) 

Innerwick    Medium-low Medium-high Not Significant (moderate) 

Cove    Medium-low Medium-high Not Significant (moderate) 

 

 

7 C = Construction, O = Operation and Maintenance, D = Decommissioning 
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Description of Impact Receptor Phase7 Magnitude of Impact Sensitivity of Receptor Significance of Effect in EIA 

Terms 

 C O D    

St Abbs     Medium Medium-high Significant (moderate) 

Spittal    Medium-low Medium-high Not Significant (moderate) 

Effects (daytime) of the 
operation and maintenance 
of the offshore elements of 
the proposed development 
on visual receptors 
(recreational routes) 

Recreational Routes

Berwickshire Coastal Path: Cockburnspath to Dowlaw    Medium-low Medium-high Not significant (moderate)

Berwickshire Coastal Path: Dowlaw to St Abbs    Medium High Significant (major/moderate)

Berwickshire Coastal Path: St Abbs to Eyemouth    Medium Medium Significant (major/moderate)

Berwickshire Coastal Path: Eyemouth to Berwick upon Tweed    Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor)

Fife Coastal Path: Elie to Cambo Sands    Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor)

Fife Coastal Path: Cambo Sands to Leuchars    Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor)

John Muir Way: Section 10 North Berwick to Dunbar    Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor)

St Cuthbert's Way: Wooler to Fenwick    Low Medium Not significant (minor)

St Cuthbert's Way: Fenwick to Holy Island    Low High Not significant (moderate/minor)

NCN 1    Low to medium-low Medium Not significant (minor to 
moderate/minor)

NCN 76    Low to medium-low Medium Not significant (minor to 
moderate/minor)

Effects (daytime) of the 
operation and maintenance 
of the offshore elements of 
the proposed development 
on visual receptors (transport 
routes) 

Transport Routes

A1    Low Low Not significant (minor)

A1107    Low Low Not significant (minor)

A917    Low Low Not significant (minor)

A92    Medium-low Low Not significant (minor)

A933    Negligible Low Not significant (negligible)

B940    Low Low Not significant (minor)

B9120    Medium-low Low Not significant (minor)

B9131    Negligible Low Not significant (negligible)

B9171    Negligible Low Not significant (negligible)

Edinburgh to Aberdeen Line    Low Medium Not significant (minor)

East Coast Mainline    Low Medium Not significant (minor)

Effects (daytime) of the 
operation and maintenance 
of the offshore elements of 
the proposed development 
on seascape (coastal) 
character 

Coastal Character Areas (CCAs) and Designated Landscapes 

SA4 Montrose Bay    Medium-low Medium-high Not significant (moderate) 

SA5 Long Craig    Medium-low Medium Not significant (moderate/minor) 

SA6 Lunan Bay    Medium-low  High Not significant (moderate)

SA7 Land Craig to Deil’s Head    Medium-low Medium Not significant (moderate/minor)

SA12 St Andrews to Fife Ness (including St Andrews to Fife Ness LLA)    Low High Not significant (moderate/minor)

SA13 East Neuk of Fife (including East Neuk LLA)    Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor)

SA17 Eyebroughy to Torness Point (including Tantallon Coast, Belhaven Bay and Dunbar to Barns Ness SLAs)    Medium-low Medium to medium-high Not significant (moderate to 
moderate/minor)

SA18 Torness Point to St Abbs Head (including Thorntonloch to Dunglass Coast SLA and Berwickshire Coast 
SLA) 

   Medium Medium-high Significant (moderate)

SA19 St Abbs Head to Eyemouth (including Berwickshire Coast SLA)    Medium High Significant (major/moderate)

SA20 Eyemouth to Berwick upon Tweed (including Berwickshire Coast SLA)    Medium Medium Not significant (moderate)

SA21 Berwick-upon-Tweed to Holy Island / MCA23 Rural Northumberland and Coastal Waters    Low High Not significant (moderate/minor)

MCA23 Rural Northumberland and Coastal Waters / LCT 4b Rocky Coastline: Farne Islands Coast    Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Effects (daytime) of the 
operation and maintenance 
of the proposed development 
on special qualities of 
designated landscapes 

Effects on Special Qualities of Northumberland Coast AONB       

1. Dramatic natural coastline of rocky headlands and cliffs contrasting with extensive sweeping sandy beaches 
and dynamic sand dune systems 

   Low High Not significant (moderate/minor) 

2. Coastal and riverside setting of iconic historic and cultural landmark features which provide localised vertical 
emphasis within a predominantly horizontal landscape and seascape 

   Low High Not significant (moderate/minor) 

3. Remote historic, cultural and spiritual qualities and ecclesiastical associations of the Holy Island of Lindisfarne    Low High Not significant (moderate/minor) 

4. Rocky Farne Islands archipelago, which features in many coastal views    Low High Not significant (moderate/minor) 

5. Traditional coastal fishing villages clustered around small harbours    Zero High Not significant (none) 



                                    

 

 

Berwick Bank Wind Farm 144 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

Description of Impact Receptor Phase7 Magnitude of Impact Sensitivity of Receptor Significance of Effect in EIA 

Terms 

 C O D    

6. Views inland to the rounded sandstone hills and Cheviot Hills provide a dramatic and dynamic backdrop to the 
coast 

   Zero High Not significant (none) 

7. Feeling of exposure and tranquillity on the flat, low lying open coastal plain and windswept coast, with sparse 
tree cover, huge skies and wide seascape views 

   Low High Not significant (moderate/minor) 

8. Dark skies    Low High Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Effects (night-time) of the 
operation and maintenance 
of the proposed development 
lighting on visual 
receptors/views 

Representative Viewpoints       

Viewpoint 1 Johnshaven    Low Medium-low Not significant (minor) 

Viewpoint 2 Montrose    Low Medium-low Not significant (minor) 

Viewpoint 5 Fife Ness    Low Medium Not significant (minor) 

Viewpoint 10 Dunbar    Medium-low Medium Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Viewpoint 15 St Abb’s Head    Medium Medium-high Significant (moderate) 

Viewpoint 18 Cocklawburn Beach    Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Effects (night-time) of the 
operation and maintenance 
of the proposed development 
lighting on perception of 
coastal character 

Coastal Character Areas (CCAs) and Designated Landscapes       

SA6 – Lunan Bay    Low Medium Not significant (minor) 

SA12 St Andrews to Fife Ness    Low Medium Not significant (minor) 

SA13 – East Neuk of Fife    Low Medium Not significant (minor) 

SA17 – Eyebroughty to Torness Point    Low Low Not significant (minor) 

North Berwick to Seton Sands Coast SLA    Negligible Medium-low Not significant (negligible) 

Tantallon Coast SLA    Low Medium Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Belhaven Bay SLA    Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

SA18/SA19 Torness Point to St Abbs Head    Low Low Not significant (minor) 

Berwickshire Coast SLA    Medium Medium-high Significant (moderate) 

Northumberland Coast AONB (Special Quality 8 Dark Skies)    Low to negligible High Not significant (minor) 
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Table 15.52: Summary of Potential Cumulative Environment Effects 

 Receptor Phase8 Cumulative Effects Assessment 

Tier  

Magnitude of Impact Sensitivity of Receptor Significance of Effect in EIA Terms 

 C O D 

Cumulative effects (daytime) 
of the operation and 
maintenance of the offshore 
elements of the proposed 
development on views 

Representative Viewpoints 

Viewpoint 1 Johnshaven 
(NCN1) 

   Tier 1  No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Medium-low Medium-high Not significant (moderate) 

Viewpoint 2 Montrose     Tier 1 No additional change Medium Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium Not significant (minor) 

Viewpoint 3 St Andrews 
Cathedral 

   Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Medium-low Medium-high Not significant (moderate) 

Viewpoint 4 Cambo Sands    Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Medium-low Medium-high Not significant (moderate) 

Viewpoint 5 Fife Ness    Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Viewpoint 6 Crail    Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Viewpoint 7 North Berwick 
Law 

   Tier 1 No additional change High Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low High Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Viewpoint 8 Tantallon Castle    Tier 1 No additional change High Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Medium-low High Not significant (moderate) 

Viewpoint 9 Tyninghame 
(Ravensheugh Sands) 

   Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Viewpoint 10 Dunbar    Tier 1 No additional change High Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Medium-low High Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Viewpoint 11 Skateraw    Tier 1 Whole project: Medium-high 
Additional contribution of the Proposed 
Development: Medium-low 

Medium Whole project: Significant (major/moderate) 
Additional contribution of the Proposed 
Development: Not significant (moderate) 

Tier 2 Low  Medium Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Viewpoint 12 Cove (SUW)    Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Viewpoint 13 Fast Castle    Tier 1 No additional change High Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low High Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Viewpoint 14 Tun Law    Tier 1 No additional change High Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low High Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Viewpoint 15 St Abb's Head    Tier 1 No additional change High Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low High Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Viewpoint 16 Eyemouth    Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Viewpoint 17 Berwick-upon-
Tweed 

   Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Negligible Medium-high Not significant (minor) 

Viewpoint 18 Cocklawburn 
Beach 

   Tier 1 No additional change High Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Zero High Not significant (no additional effect) 

Viewpoint 19 Holy Island 
(near Lindisfarne Castle) 

   Tier 1 No additional change High Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Zero High Not significant (no additional effect) 

Viewpoint 20 Bamburgh 
Castle 

   Tier 1 No additional change High Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Zero High Not significant (no additional effect) 

Viewpoint 21 Pencraig Brae    Tier 1 No additional change Medium Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium Not significant (minor) 

Viewpoint 22 Ewelair Hill    Tier 1 No additional change Medium Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Zero Medium Not significant (no additional effect) 

 

 

8 C = Construction, O = Operation and Maintenance, D = Decommissioning 
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 Receptor Phase8 Cumulative Effects Assessment 

Tier  

Magnitude of Impact Sensitivity of Receptor Significance of Effect in EIA Terms 

 C O D 

Viewpoint 23 Isle of May    Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Medium-low  Not significant (moderate) 

Onshore LVIA Viewpoint 1: 
A1, Skateraw Junction 

   Tier 1 Whole project: High 
Additional contribution of the Proposed 
Development: Zero 

Medium Whole project: Significant (major/moderate) 
Additional contribution of the Proposed 
Development: Not significant (none) 

Onshore LVIA Viewpoint 2: 
Innerwick 

   Tier 1 Whole project: Medium-high 
Additional contribution of the Proposed 
Development: Low 

High Whole project: Significant (major/moderate) 
Additional contribution of the Proposed 
Development: Not significant 

Onshore LVIA Viewpoint 3: 
John Muir Way near 
Skateraw Harbour 

   Tier 1 Whole project: Medium-high 
Additional contribution of the Proposed 
Development: Medium-low 

Medium-high Whole project: Significant (major/moderate) 
Additional contribution of the Proposed 
Development: Not significant (moderate) 

Onshore LVIA Viewpoint 4: 
Minor Road near Thornton 

   Tier 1 Whole project: Medium 
Additional contribution of the Proposed 
Development: Low 

Medium-high Whole project: Not significant (moderate) 
Additional contribution of the Proposed 
Development: Not significant 
(moderate/minor) 

Onshore LVIA Viewpoint 5: 
Minor Road near Thurston 

   Tier 1 Whole project: Medium 
Additional contribution of the Proposed 
Development: Low 

Medium-high Whole project: Significant (moderate) 
Additional contribution of the Proposed 
Development: Not significant 
(moderate/minor) 

Onshore LVIA Viewpoint 6: 
Blackcastle Hill 

   Tier 1 Whole project: Medium 
Additional contribution of the Proposed 
Development: Low 

Medium-high Whole project: Significant (moderate) 
Additional contribution of the Proposed 
Development: Not significant 
(major/moderate) 

Cumulative effects (daytime) 
of the operation and 
maintenance of the offshore 
elements of the proposed 
development on visual 
receptors 

Major Settlements 

Inverbervie    Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Medium-low Medium-high Not significant (moderate) 

Arbroath    Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Carnoustie    Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Montrose    Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Dunbar    Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Medium-low Medium-high Not significant (moderate) 

Anstruther    Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Crail    Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Pittenweem    Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

St Andrews    Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Medium-low Medium-high Not significant (moderate) 

Eyemouth    Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Berwick-Upon-Tweed    Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Negligible Medium-high Not significant (minor) 

Visual Effect – Recreational Routes 

Berwickshire Coastal Path: 
Cockburnspath to Dowlaw 

   Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Berwickshire Coastal Path: 
Dowlaw to St Abbs 

   Tier 1 Not significant (no additional effect) High Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low High Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Berwickshire Coastal Path: St 
Abbs to Eyemouth 

   Tier 1 No additional change High Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low High Not significant (moderate/minor) 

   Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 
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 Receptor Phase8 Cumulative Effects Assessment 

Tier  

Magnitude of Impact Sensitivity of Receptor Significance of Effect in EIA Terms 

 C O D 

Berwickshire Coastal Path: 
Eyemouth to Berwick upon 
Tweed 

Tier 2 Low to negligible Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor to minor) 

Fife Coastal Path: Elie to 
Cambo Sands 

   Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

Fife Coastal Path: Cambo 
Sands to Leuchars 

   Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Medium-low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

John Muir Way: Section 10 
North Berwick to Dunbar 

   Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

John Muir Link    Tier 1 Majority of route: Medium-low 
Short section between Torness and Chapel 
Point (Skateraw):  Medium 

Medium-high Majority of route: Not significant 
(moderate/minor)  
Short section between Torness and Chapel 
Point (Skateraw): Significant 
(major/moderate) 

Tier 2 Medium-low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

St Cuthbert's Way: Wooler to 
Fenwick 

   Tier 1 No additional change Medium Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Negligible Medium Not significant (minor) 

St Cuthbert's Way: Fenwick 
to Holy Island 

   Tier 1 No additional change High Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Negligible High Not significant (minor) 

NCN 1    Tier 1 No additional change Medium Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium Not significant (minor) 

NCN 76    Tier 1 Majority of route:  Zero or Low 
Short 4km section between Dunbar Cement 
Works, Skateraw and Thorntonloch:  High 

Medium Majority of route: Not significant (none or 
minor) 
Short 4km section between Dunbar Cement 
Works, Skateraw and Thorntonloch: 
Significant (major/moderate) 

Tier 2 Low Medium Not significant (minor) 

Visual Effects on Transport Routes 

A1    Tier 1 Majority of route: Zero or low 
Short 3.5km section between Innerwick and 
Thorntonloch: High 

Low Majority of route: Not significant (none or 
minor) 
Short 3.5km section between Innerwick and 
Thorntonloch:  Significant (moderate) 

Tier 2 Low Low Not significant (minor) 

A1107    Tier 1 No additional change Low Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Low Not significant (minor) 

A917    Tier 1 No additional change Low Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Low Not significant (minor) 

A92    Tier 1 No additional change Low Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Medium-low Low Not significant (minor) 

A933    Tier 1 No additional change Low Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Low Not significant (minor) 

Edinburgh to Aberdeen Line    Tier 1 No additional change Low Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium Not significant (minor) 

East Coast Mainline    Tier 1 Majority of route: Zero or low 
Short 5km section between Dunbar Cement 
Works and Thorntonloch: High 

Medium Majority of route: Not significant (none or 
minor) 
Short 5km section between Dunbar Cement 
Works and Thorntonloch:  Significant 
(moderate) 

Tier 2 Low Low Not significant (minor) 

Cumulative effects (daytime) 
of the operation and 
maintenance of the offshore 
elements of the proposed 
development on coastal 
character 

Effects on Coastal Character  

SA4 Montrose Bay    Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

SA5 Long Craig    Tier 1 No additional change Medium Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium Not significant (minor) 

SA6 Lunan Bay    Tier 1 No additional change High Not significant (no additional effect) 
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 Receptor Phase8 Cumulative Effects Assessment 

Tier  

Magnitude of Impact Sensitivity of Receptor Significance of Effect in EIA Terms 

 C O D 

Tier 2 Low High Not significant (moderate/minor) 

SA7 Land Craig to Deil’s 
Head 

   Tier 1 No additional change Medium Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium Not significant (minor) 

SA12 St Andrews to Fife 
Ness (including St Andrews 
to Fife Ness LLA) 

   Tier 1 No additional change High Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Medium-low High Not significant (moderate) 

SA13 East Neuk of Fife 
(including East Neuk LLA) 

   Tier 1 No additional change Medium Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium Not significant (moderate/minor) 

SA17 Eyebroughy to Torness 
Point (including Tantallon 
Coast, Belhaven Bay and 
Dunbar to Barns Ness SLAs) 

   Tier 1 Whole project: Medium-low 
Additional contribution of the Proposed 
Development:  Medium-low 

Medium to medium-high Whole project: Not significant (moderate) 
Additional contribution of the Proposed 
Development: Not significant (moderate) 

Tier 2 Medium-low Medium to medium-high Not significant (moderate to moderate/minor) 

SA18 Torness Point to St 
Abbs Head (including 
Thorntonloch to Dunglass 
Coast SLA and Berwickshire 
Coast SLA) 

   Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium-high Not significant (moderate/minor) 

SA19 St Abbs Head to 
Eyemouth (including 
Berwickshire Coast SLA) 

   Tier 1 No additional change High Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low High Not significant (moderate/minor) 

SA20 Eyemouth to Berwick 
upon Tweed (including 
Berwickshire Coast SLA) 

   Tier 1 No additional change Medium Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Low Medium Not significant (minor) 

SA21 Berwick-upon-Tweed to 
Holy Island / MCA23 Rural 
Northumberland and Coastal 
Waters 

   Tier 1 No additional change High Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Negligible High Not significant (minor) 

MCA23 Rural 
Northumberland and Coastal 
Waters / LCT 4b Rocky 
Coastline: Farne Islands 
Coast 

   Tier 1 No additional change Medium-high Not significant (no additional effect) 

Tier 2 Negligible Medium-high Not significant (minor) 

Cumulative effects (daytime) 
of the operation and 
maintenance of the offshore 
elements of the proposed 
development on special 
qualities of designated 
landscapes 

Effects on Landscape 
Designations 

       

Dunbar to Barns Ness SLA    Tier 1 Whole project: Medium-low Medium-high Whole project: Not significant (moderate)  

Thorntonloch to Dunglass 
Coast SLA 

   Tier 1 Whole project: Medium-low Medium-high Whole project: Not Significant (moderate)  

Doonhill to Chesters SLA    Tier 1 Whole project: Medium-low Medium-high Whole project: Not significant (moderate) 

Monynut to Blackcastle SLA    Tier 1 Whole project: Medium-low Medium-high Whole project: Not significant (moderate) 

Northumberland Coast AONB 
special qualities 

   Tier 1 No additional change High Not significant (no additional effect) 

Cumulative effects (daytime) 
of the operation and 
maintenance of the offshore 
elements of the proposed 
development on landscape 
character 

Effects on Landscape 
Character 

       

Coastal Margins LCT (277) 
(Lothians) 

   Tier 1 Whole project: Medium-high 
Additional contribution of the Proposed 
Development:  Low 

Medium Whole project: Significant (major/moderate) 
Additional contribution of the Proposed 
Development: Not significant (minor) 
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